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SC rejects review petitions on
same-sex marriage judgment

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
of India has dis-
missed the review

petition seeking the le-
galisation of same-sex
marriage. This deuisi
comes after a five-judge
Constitution Bench
ruled in October 2023
that same-sex couples
do not have a funda-
mental right to marry.
A bench headed by Jus-
tice BR Gavai stated that
there was no error in the
judgment.

‘The review petition was
considered by a bench
comprising Justices BR
Gavai, Suryakant, BV Na-
garathna
and Dipankar Datta. A
ter examining the judg-
ments, the bench found
no error apparent on the
record and concluded
that the views expressed
were in accordance with
the law.

The Supreme Court,
in its original verdict,
unanimously held tha
there is no unqualified
right to marriage, and
it is up to Parliament
to decide on legalising
same-sex marriage. The
court also emphasised
the need to protect the
rights of LGBTQIA+ in-

dividuals and ensure
they do not face discrim-
ination,

During the verdict in
October zoz3, the Su-
preme Court of India
stated that it could not
legalise same-sex mar-
riages, with then CJT
Chandrachud asserting
that enacting such a law
falls within the domain
of Parliament.

The Constitution
bench, led by then CJI
Chandrachud and com-

prising Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul, S Ravindra
Bhat, Hima Kohli, and
PS Narasimha, delivered
a split verdict of 3-2, re-
fusing to legalise same-
sex marriage in four sep-
arate judgme:

In the O
verdict, the
Court was split s
with the majority ruling
that it could not legai-
ise same-sex marriages,
stating that the power
to enact such a law lies

with Parliament.

The bench declined to
grant legal recognition to
same-sex marriage under
the Special Marriage Act,
stating that there was "no
ungqualified right” to mar-
riage except those recog-
nised by law.

It deferred the deci-
sion on whether to rec-
ognise same-sex mar-
rages to Parliament and
state legislatures, em-
phasising that it could
not declare the Special

Fires in parts of Los Angeles destroyed 2,000 structures and burned through 27,000 acres, equivalent to
nearly 20,000 football fields.

Canadian court grants bail to all four
Indians accused in Hardeep Nijjar's murder

New Delhi
anadian
s granted
o four Indian
tionals accused of kill-
g Khalistani separatist
leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in June 2023,
he killing of the
45-year-old Nijjar
sparked diplomalie ten-
sions between India and
Canada, with Otawa
isi icions about

court’
bail

s involvement in
the murder, while New
Delhi dismissed the alle-
gations as “absurd.”

‘The Indian nation-
als—Karan Brar, Kamal-
preet Singh, Karanpreet
Singh, and Amandeep
Singh—were  arrested
by Canada's Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) in May 2024
in connection with the

Nijjar murder investiga-
tion. They were charged
with first-degree murder
and conspiracy to com-
mit murder,

Th accused  will
await trial in the Su-
preme Court of Canada,
which is set to begin

next month. The Cana-
dian government issued
a "direct indictment,"
transfe, the case
from Surrey Provincial
Court to the British Co-
lumbia Supreme Court.
This move bypasses a
preliminary inquiry, ex-
pediting the case to trial.
Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
a wanted Khalistani ter-
Torist in India, was shot
dead outside a gurd-
wara in Surrey, British
Columbia, on June 18,
2023. In September of
the same year, Canadian
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau claimed there
was credible evidence of
the Indian government's
involvement in Nijj
killing—an  allegation
that India has consist-
ently and vociferously
dismissed. Agency

[

W The SC bench said both the previous judgments were in accordance with the law and dismissed the petitions.

Marringe Act void or al-
ter its provisions.

During the verdict, the
CJ1 also called on the
Centre, states, and Un-
ion Territories (UTs) to
ensure the queer com-
munity faces no dis-
crimination, r isi

Exclusion from
reservation is

.
New Delhi
e Court

queerness as a natural
phenomenon that has
existed for ages and is
not limited (o urban or
elitist circles.

The LGBTQIA++
rights activists, who had
won a major legal battle
in 2018 in the Supreme
Court which  decrimi-
nalised consensual gay
sex, had moved the apex
court seeking validation
of same-sex marriage

and I re-

on Thursday said
the executive and
legislature  would
decide whether persons,
who had availed quo-
ta benefits and were in
a position to compete
with others, were to be
excluded from reserva-
tion. A bench of Justic-
es B R Gavai and Au-
gustine George Masih
made the observation
on a plea referring to a
S j Constitu-

liefs such as rights to
adoption, enrolment as
parents in schools, open-
my of bank accounts nm;
and

Some of the petition-
ers had urged the apex
plenary

iej
QIA++ lead a “dignified”
life like heterosexuals.
Agency

Juelg;
tion bench judgment of
the apex court in August
last year. "We have giv-
en our w that taking
into considerati
past 75 years, such per-
sons who have already
availed benefits and are
in a position to compete
with others, should be
excluded from reserva-
tion, But it is a call to he
taken by the executive
and the legislature i
Justice Gavai.
The Constitution
bench, by a majority

SC frees man after
25 years, finds he
was a juvenile

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
on Wednesday
found a man, who

speat 25 years impris-
oned in a murder case,
and had exhausted all
his legal remedies in-
cluding a Presidential
pardon, to be a juvenile
at the time of the crime
and ordered his release.

A bench of Justices
M M Sundresh and Ar-
avind Kumar said the
convict Om Prakash ali-
as Raju was incarcerat-
ed for the past 25 years
despite raising a plea
of juvenility at the trial
court during the time of
his sentence but faced
rejection.

"We would only state
that this is a case where
the appellant has been
suffering due to the er-
ror committed by the
courts. We have been in-
formed that his conduct

in the prison is normal,
with no adverse report.
He lost an opportunity
to reintegrate into the
society. The time which
he has lost, for no fault
of his, ean never be re-
stored,” the top court
said.

Allowing the appeal,
the top court held, "The
ence imposed
against the appellant
in excess of the upper
limit preseribed under
the relevant Act, shall
stand set aside, while
making it clear that the
conviction shall contin-
ue. The appellant shall
be released forthwith, if
not required in any oth-
er case.”

The convict was first
awarded the death pen-
alty for the murder and
the sentence was upheld
all the way till the Su-
preme Court,

CONTD ON PAGE-2

India will fulfill world’s demand
for skilled talent, says PM Modi

_ Bhubaneswar

rime Minister Nar-
Pendrﬂ Modi  on

Thursday said that
the fature of the world
lies in Buddha’s teaching
of peace and not in war.
Inaugurating the 18th
Pravasi Bharativa Divas
(PBD) convention here,
the Prime Minister said
that world should take
to the path of peace and
not war in the interest of
the entire mankind.

The Prime Minister
said when the world
conquered each other
with  swords, Samrat
Ashok chose the path of
‘peace and righteousness’
here in Odisha. 1t is be-
cause of this that India
sendsa that the

future is not in yuddha
(war), but in ‘Buddha’,
he added.

Stating that the entire
world is witnessing the
devel of India,

the Prime Minister said
the people of the country
felt proud when Chan-
drayaan reached the
Shiv Shakti point.
“Every sector is break-

HIGHLIGHT

® Madi said the world
today listens to India,
which not only pre-
sents its own views
strongly but also those
of the Global South.

ing records to touch the
sky be it renewable en-
ergy, electric mobility,
metro network, or bul-
let train project. Today,
India is making ‘Made
in India’ fighter jets and
transport aireraft. The
day is also not too far
when you all will come
on Made in India plane
to attend the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas,” ke
added. Agency

legislature'

s call: SC

™ Justice Gavai said the
apex court's view was
that the sub-classifi-
cation was permissi-
ble. The petitioner's
counsel said the Con-
stitution bench had
directed states to for-
mulate the policy and
almost six months
had passed since.

verdiet, held states were
constitutionally empow-
ered to make sub-clas-
sifications within the
scheduled castes (SC),
which form a socially
heterogeneous class, for
granting reservation for
the uplifiment of castes
that were socially and
educationally more
backward among them.
Justice Gavai, who was
part of the Constitu-
tion bench and penned
a separate verdiet, had
said states must evolve
a policy for identifying
¢ "ereamy layer" even
among the SCs and
schedule tribes and deny
them the benefit of reser-
vation. On Thursday, the
counsel appearing for the
petitioner referred to the
apex court's verdict ask-
ing for the policy to iden-
tify such a "creamy layer”.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

End INDIA
alliance if...:
Omar on
AAP vs Cong
in Delhi

Jammu
Asserting that there was
no time limit attached
to the INDIA bloc, Jam-
mu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Thursday expressed
dismay over the lack
of clarity regarding its
leadership and  agen-
da, saying the alliance
should be wound up if it
was meant only for the
parliamentary elections.

Abdullah said the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), Con-
gress, and other political
parties on the ground
will decide how to effec-
tively compete with the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

"After the Assembly
elections in Delhi, they
should call all the al-
liance members for a
meeting. If this alliance
was only for the par-
lismentary elections, it
should be wound up,
and we will work sepa-
rately, But if it is meant
for Assembly elections
as well, we will have to
sit together and work
collectively,” Abduilah
told reporters here.

The National Confer-
ence leader was replying
to a question about an
RJID leader's statement
that the INDIA bloc was
meant only for Lok Sab-
ha elections.

"As far as 1 remember,
1o time limit was set for
this. The issue is that no
meeting of the INDIA
bloc is being eonvened,”
he said. Agency
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Justice Gavai said the
apex court'’s view was
that the sub-classifica-
tion was permissible.
The petitioner’s coun-
sel said the Constitu-
tion bench had direct-
ed states to formulate
the policy and almost
six months had passed
since. “We are not in-
clined,” the bench said.
When the counsel re-
quested to withdraw the
plea to file a representa-
tion before the authority
concerned, which could
decide on the issue, the
bench allowed it. He
argued states would not
frame the policy and
eventually the top court
would have to inter-
vene, to which the court
said, “The legislators
are there. Legislators
can enact a law.” On Au-
gust 1 last year, the apex
court’s verdict was clear
on the states making a
sub-elassification on the

is of “quantifiable
and demonstrable data”
of backwardness and
representation in  gov-
ernment jobs and not on
“whims" and as a matter
of “political expediency”.

The seven-judge
bench, by a majority of
6:1, set aside the apex
court’s five-judge bench
verdict of 2004 in the
E V Chinnaiah v. state
of Andhra Pradesh case
which held no sub-clas-
sification of SCs could
be allowed as they were
a homogeneous class in
themselves.

SC frees man
after 25 years,
finds he was a

juvenile

CONT FROM PAGE-1

He then moved for
Presidential pardon and
was granted a partial re-
lief on May 8, 2012, as
his capital punishment
was commuted to life
imprisonment  with a
bar on his release till he
turned 60.

The trial court was
said to have referred to
the man opening a bank
account on March 7,
2001, and giving his age
as 20 years which was
made the basis to hold
him major and award
the death sentence.

The high court upheld
the trial court’s decision
and the Supreme Court
dismissed his appeal lat-
er, despite his claim of
Juvcmhtv

“The facts as narrated
above, speak for them-
selves. At every stage, in-
Jusnu: has been inflicted

y the courts, either by
1gnm'mg the documents
or by casting a furtive
glance. The appellant,
despite being illiterate,
raised this plea one way
or another, right from
the trial Court up to the
conclusion of the cura-
tive petition before this
court, the bench said.

The approach of the
courts, it said, couldn't
be sustained in the eye
of law and the bank
account was of no rel-
evance under the Juve-
nile Justice Acts and rel-
evant rules of juvenility.

The bench  said
Prakash’s statements at
the time of the hearing
on his sentence, would
also pale into insignifi-
cance, as even then he
was a minor at the time
of the offence, under
both the 2000 and the
2015 laws.

“It must be kept in
mind that the entire ju-
dicial system is meant
for the discovery of the
truth, it being the soul of
a decision. For doing so,
a presiding officer is ex-
pected to play an active
role, rather than a pas-
sive one,” Justice Sund-
aresh, who authored the
verdict, said.

Agency
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UK has strong belief in India’s democratic
values, growth story: LS Speaker Om Birla

New Delhi/London

here is a strong
belief in India’s
democratic values

and growth story here,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla said in London
during his ongoing visit
to the UK. Addressing a
community gathering at
the High Commission
of India in London on
Wednesday evening, Bir-
la shared insights from
his dialogues with his
UK counterpart — House
of Commons Speaker Sir
Lindsay Hoyle and other
members of Parliament.
He noted that his inter-
actions highlighted the
strength of the India-UK
parliamentary coopera-
tion and the multifacet-
ed nature of the bilateral
partnership across mul-
tiple sectors. “I had a
good dialogue with lead-
ing UK parliamentari-
ans and they displayed
a strong belief in India’s
democratic values and
growth story,” Birla said.
“Our electoral process is
transparent, which has
helped reinforce a belief
in democracy around
the world. We take pride
as the largest democracy
of the world, dubbed the
‘mother of democracy’,
and 1 extend an invita-
tion to come visit In-
dia's new Parliament as
we mark 75 years of our
Constitution,” he said.
“The scale of our coun-

progress is outpac-
ny other nation:
and in the coming years,
India will make its mark
as the topmost country
to attract investments.
The coming decades of
the 21st century belong
to India,” he added.
The BJP member of
Parliament from Kota,
who was greeted by a
large Lonhngcnl from
the British Rajasthani
community, also high-
lighted the important
role of the Indian dias-
pora in promoting the

Viksit Bharat mi
of the Prime

Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment. “Tndians based

ACB grills KTR for 7 hours
in Formula E race case

Hyderabad

“The Telangana Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB)
on Thursday interrogat-
ed BRS working presi-
dent KT Rama Rao for
seven hours in connec-
tion with the Formula E
race case. After leaving
the ACB office, the BRS
eadre gave a rousing wel-
come to their leader at
the party headquarters,
carrying him on their
shoulders, The former
municipal  administra-
tion and urban develop-
ment (MAUD) minister
has milked the oppor-
tunity thrown up by his
legal hassles under the
Congress government to
charge up his party cad-
Tes. Meanwhif)e, special
chief secrctary Arvind
Kumar appeared before
the Enforcement Direc-
torate.

After emerging from
the ACB interrogation,
Rao said that he was
repeatedly asked the
same set of questions
that had been framed
by Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy. He fur-
ther said that he also
asked ACB officials if
they had made any at-
tempt to recover money
after the contract was
cancelled by the pres-
ent government.

“Why did you sud-
denly feel the need to
file a case after one
year? Rao asked. “I also
asked them where the
proceeds of the erime
are, where the embez-
zlement is, and where
the corruption is. Please
show me. This case is a
joke, and so is the Chief
Minister of Telangana...
I will go back when-
ever they call me and
answer all their ques-
tions,” Rao said after
coming out of the ACB
headquarters at Ban-
jara Hills. “They asked
over 80 questions and
recorded my statement.
I kept answering,” Rao
said, adding that the
Supreme Court will
hear the quash petition
on 15 January.

Before leaving for the
ACB headquarters, KT
Rama Rao addressed
the media at his r
dence in Banjara Hills.
“In the 10 years of BRS
rule, I have not award-
ed contracts worth Rs
1,137 crore to my broth-
er-in-law or misused
power to benefit my
son-in-law’s company.
Only Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy and some
of his ministers are ca-
pable of such wrongdo-
ings,” he remarked.

in different countries
around the world havean
important contribution
to make towards a Viksit
Bharat. The efforts and
love of the diaspora will
play an important role
towards this goal set by
Prime Minister Modi,”
Birla said. The Lok Sab-
ha speaker is on an of-
ficlal UK visit covering
England, Scotland and
the island of Guernsey

began by honouring
the principal architect
of the Indian Constitu-
tion at the Ambedkar
Museum in north Lon-
don on Tuesday. "This
visit marks a very spe-
cial start of the year for

for the first
ars, we have
the speaker of the Lok
Sabha of India visiting
the UK, a long overdue
but very important vis-
it,” s d Indian High
to the
UK Vikram Doraiswa-
mi. He pointed out that
both the Speaker of the
House of Commons, Sir
Lindsay Hoyle, and the
Speaker of the Lok Sab-
ha are on their second
term following general
elections in the UK and
India last year. “An un-
usual achievement in
an era in which more
often than not you have
one term speakers in not

The BIP member of
Parliament from Kota,
who was greeted by a
large contingent from
the British Rajasthani
community, also
highlighted the
important role of the
Indian diaspora in
promoting the Viksit
Bharat mission of
the Prime Minister

Narendra  Modi-led
government. I

just India, but also inthe
UK. So, we have many
things to celebrate to-
gether and the thing that
really binds us together
is what Prime Minister
Modi had deseribed in
2015 as the living bridge.
This is the encapsulation
of what makes our rela-
tionship speecial,” Do-
raiswami added.

During  his meeting
with Hoyle, the Lok Sab-
ha speaier shared per-
spectives on strengthen-
ing bilateral ties through
capacity  building of
legbl.ﬂuh and covered
several other issues of
mutual interest, includ-
ing people to people
connections, His meet-
ing with Pat MeFadden,
Minister for Intergov-
ernmental Relations of
the UK, covered topics
such as free trade and

exchange, strong eco-
nomic ties, information
technology, artificial
intelligence (AI) and
creativity. "Our historic
relations have evolved
into a robust, multi-
faceted and  mutually
beneficial ~ partnership
covering multiple sec-
tors including defence,
health, education and
climate change. “The
resilience of our rela-
tions was evident in our
cooperation during the
Covid-19 pandemic in-
cluding on development
of vaccines. Hope that
India-UK relations will
receive a fresh impetus
under the new govern-
ment in the UK,” Birla
said, with reference to
the India-UK bilateral
ties. In Seotland, Birla
cted to meet the

Scottish  Parliament,
Alison Johnstone, and
First Minister of the
devolved  government
John Swinney, besides
interacting with other
cross-party Members of
the Scottish Parliament
(MSPs). Hc will then 80
on to the meeting
of the Standing Com-
mittee of Conference of
Speakers and Presiding
Officers of the Common-
wealth (CSPOC) on Fri-
day in Guernsey in his
capacity as the host of
the 28th CSPOC, to be
held in India in 2026.

RS Dy Chairman underlines need for commitment to
peace & economic growth in J&K Assembly address

il

e
HON'BLE MEMBERS OF J&K CONSTITUE

Jammu

Deputy Chairman Rajya
Sabha, Harivansh, on
Thursday addressed the
orientation session for
newly elected members
of the Jammu & Kash-
mir Assembly. He elabo-
rated on various avenues
for members to rep-
resent the interests of
their constituents to be
effective legislators and
their role in improving
governance standards.

Emphasising the im-
portance  of econom-
ic growth, the Deputy
Chairman said that there
needs to be greater con-
sensus on commitment
to peace and focusing on
economic growth for in-
clusive development in
Jammu & Kashmir.

“By now it is already
well  established  that
economic growth not
only lifts millions ont of
poverty but it also pro-
vides for a sustainable
livelihood. The youth
of this country are am-
bitious and aspiration-
al. Many of our young
minds are seeking op-
portunities to grow.” he
added

“In the era of rapid
technological advance-
ment, all countries have
realised that focusing
on innovation and find-

ing new avenues for
economic growth is the
only path to being a su-
perpower. When we talk
of envisioning India as
a developed nation, it
is not possible for a se-
lect few regions of In-
dia to grow rapidly. The
growth has to come from
all parts and it must be
inclusive. And in this
Jjourney, you as elected
representatives have a
key role to shape how
the society progresses,”
he added.

In his address, Deputy
Chairman Harivansh ex-
plained the importance
of being well-informed

and effectively interven-
ing in various debates.
He urged the members
to regularly attend ses-
sions, listen to different
viewpoints, and under-
stand the nuances of
rules & procedures to

He shared various ex-
amples from Parliament
where members were
able to make a meaning-
ful difference through
their questions and de-
bates on bills and budg-

ets.

He added that under-
standing budgets bet-
ter helps a member to

bridge the gap between
their work in the assem-
bly and the developmen-
tal needs in their constit-
uencies.

He cautioned  the
members that they must
not misuse their privileg-
es to disrupt the House.
“A legislator enjoys im-
munity from legal conse-
quence for anything they
speak in the House. This
privilege enables one to
express  oneself freely
without fear or hesita-
tion. But this has often
been used to disrupt
legislative proceedings.
Disruptions and sloga-
neering often negatively
impact your opportuni-
ties to actually hold the
government accountable
through debates. When
we talk of dos and don'ts
in a legislature, I would
emphasise that ‘what
not todo’ is more impor-
tant in today’s times,” he
said.

Farlier, the Deputy
Chairman, along with
Chief Minister of Jammu
& Kashmir Omar Abdul-
lah, Speaker Abdul Ra-
him Rather, and Deputy
Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary, presided
over the inaugural ses
sion of the three-day
orientation programme
being held in Jammu.

CM orders judicial probe into stampede at Tirupati token distribution centre

Hyvderabad

Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu has ordered a ju-
dicial inquiry, suspended
two officials, and trans-
ferred three others, in-
cluding  Superintendent
of Police Subbarayudu
and TTD Joint Executive
Officer Gouthami, follow-
ing the tragic stampede at
Tirupati token distribu-
tion centre that claimed
six lives.

Deputy  Superinten-
dent of Police Ramana
Kumar and TTD Gos-
hala_Director Harinath
Reddy, who were re-
sponsible for the area
where the stampede oc-
curred, were suspended
after Naidu conducted
another review meeting
durmg his visit to Tiru-

Addluunull\, Chief
Security Officer Sridhar
of TID was trans-
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ferred alongside SP
Subbarayudu and JEO
Gouthami.

Blaming the previous
YSRCP government,
Naidu remarked, *“This
incident is also a legacy

roblem. Never in my
ifetime were tokens is-
sued in Tirupati for dar-
shans. This new practice
was introduced during
the past five years.”

The Chief Minister
announced that families
of the deceased would
receive Rs 25 lakh in
compensation, along
with a job for one family
member, while the in-
jured would be given Rs
2 lakh.

Chief Minister Naidu
also  publicly admon-
ished ~officials of the
Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanam (TTD) and the
district  administration,
seeking  explanations
during his visit to the
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site of the stampede in
Tirupati

The incident, which
occurred at a ticket dis-
tribution centre, claimed
six lives and left over 40
injured. Tirupati police
have registered two FIRs
in connection with the
tragedy.
Despite the stampede,

all 1.2 lakh tokens were
distributed within a fow
hours after the counters
opened. TTD had orig-
inally planned a three-
day schedule for token
distribution.

Thousands of devotees
from Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
and Karnataka had gath-

ered to collect tokens for
the Vaikuntha Ekadashi
festival, a ten-day event
during which devotees
prefer visiting in the first
two days. While TTD in-
itially announced the to-
ken distribution would
begin at 5 am, it was ad-
vanced to midnight due
to the swelling crowds.

Devotees  eriticized
the poor arrangements
at the venue, citing
the lack of water, food,
and restrooms. Many
had started gathering
as early as Wednesday
evening,  anticipating
heavy crowds.

The incident oceurred
at the Ramanaidu Mu-
nicipal School Grounds
near the Bairagipatteda
Centre, where inade-
quate barricades and
crowd management
worsened the situation,

The stampede was
triggered when staff at

the centre attempted
to open the gates to as-
sist an ill person. Mis-
interpreting this as the
opening of the gates, the
crowd surged forward,
causing the gates to col-
lapse.

The stampede killed
five women and one
man. Videos from the
scene revealed untrained
personnel  attempting
to perform CPR, and an
ambulance delay of 20
minutes further ham-
pered trauma care.

Chief Minister Naidu
visited the TTD-run
SVIMS Hospital to meet
with the injured and as-
sured them of govern-
ment support. At the
stampede site, he ques-
tioned TTD Executive
Officer Shyamala Rao,
JEO Gauthami, District
Collector 8. Venkatesh-
war, and the SP in front
of the media.

o1, P

Policybazaar For

Business offers

digital marine,

transit insurance
Mﬂv Delhi

ness (Pmm. the corpo-
rate arm of one of In-
dia’s largest insurance
marketplace, has intro-
duced Enroute, a plat-
form designed to sim-
plify marine and transit

insurance  operations.
“The issuance of certi-
fications and declara-
tions, a process that was
traditionally  time-con-
suming, can now be
completed in just a few
clicks. The platform em-
powers businesses to
efficiently handle their
domestic and interna-
tional trade require-
ments,” says an official
release. “To avoid claim
denials, companies and
businesses must submit
monthly declarations for
domestic policies. They
are also required to
provide transit-specific
ins ce  certificates
for import and export
shipments under annu-
al ‘marine and transit
insurance policies. The

manual execution of
these formalities would
often be cumbersome
for the customer. PBFB
simplifies this process
with an easy-to-use plat-
form that reduces ad-
ministrative  workload,
enhances accuracy and
ensures_smoother com-
pliance.” Sajja Praveen
Chowdary, Head, Poli
bazaar for Business sa;
“Marine and transit
surance customers often
face operational hurdles
due to fragmented plat-
forms and complicated
modes of declaration.
The new platform is de-
signed to benefit the cus-
tomers by streamlining
the entire process. They
enjoy a seamless and

hassle-free  experience
through the portal that

provides  clear, simpli-
ied and easily accessible
information about their
current policy. Business-
es can now declare tran-
sits, generate insurance
certificates and inerease
the sum insured seam-

lessly.” The platform
simplifies insurance
certificate  generation

for shipments using cus-
tomer-provided details,
allowing them to easily
declare monthly ship-
ments or generate cer-
tificates via WhatsApp
or the portal, the release
added.

| PUBLIC NOTICE |

Thas 1s roade public Huvogh thix
notise that 1, Sigmmn D) Rajkumar
R Gram Diwmseni, D

01,

Jolaun, Uttar  Pradesh.
Al A 143, Vil Kopu
Kipashern,  Souh  West

Delli- 110037, had  exconrod
and got notwed e (MO
CUM  MUTUAL  [DIVORCE
AGREEMENT on 04012025 ol

Dewarki Couns Conplex
Dwarka, New [elhi-7:
o froe will comsent anid with
any force; four. cocreon thieal.
mumpulation.  mhmidation,  feur
cie. whatsosver w0 my fife and |
shall be bound by the terms and
conditions af the aforementioned
(MOU)CUM MUTUAL DIVORCE
AGREEMENT and the wrms and
condimons of the sid agreenent ore
my e stitements | shall atways be
bosaad b-them

TARUN SHARMA
ADVOCATE

CH. NO. 609, DWARKA
COURTS, NEW DELHI- 110075
M.Na. 8527784353

PUBLIC NOTICE

All ieaibers of Gereral public are

that oy client Mre
Heno Chandria. ond ber husbuod
St Rohitastwa: Singht Tragi Slo
Sty Ggrun Sizgh Tyog. both RAY
Heuse No. Wit Jyoti Nagar
Stalacdata, Delli- 10094, theotaly
this publie notice Tus debarred his
son Plywh Tyogi ad doughtor-
- law ke Tyagi' Wio Pivush
Tyngi Dio Shi Munoi Tyagi
from their cnie movable and
immevable, properties an sccorint
of mishehivior, disobedicnes und
mulafide conduet of the wife of
Pivush Tvigi towunds my above
clicnts and mry above clients have
severadd afl relutions. from them
and my. above clients shall mot be
tespomsible im any manner for any of
heie misbeed. aet it condoet

Ratneshwar Kumar

Rohini Court, Delhi- 110085,
Mab, 7503851573

uncer the fress & Regutraron
oo, com




Private firm to set
up R&D centre
in Gr. Noida

Noida
Tractor manufacturer Son-
alika Groupwill invest in the
Integrated Industrial Town-
ship of Greater Noida. The
company will set up a re-
search and development
center here. The process of
allocating 25 acre of land for
this is underway.

Under the Delhi Mumbai
Industrial Corridor (DMIC),
a smart integrated indus-
trial township is being set up
by Integrated Industri

TOP STORY, Deww, Fruoar 10, January 2025

Include Jats in Central OBC list, Kejriwal to PM

New Delhi

s assembly elec-
tions draw closer
in Delhi, AAP con-
venor and former
chief minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Thursday accused
the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment of reneging on its
promise to provide reser-
vation to the Jat commu-
nity in the national capital.
Addressing a press con-
ference, Kejriwal, who is
contesting from New Delhi
seat, said he wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
demanding the mclusmn

of Delhi's Jat i

Tuwnsh)p Greater Noida
Limited (II'TGNL) in Greater
Noida on about 750 acre.
Greater Noida Authority's
ACEO Prerna Singh said
that Sonalika Group has
come forward to invest in the
Integrated Industrial Town-
ship. 25 acres of land will be
allotted for this.

According to the authori-
ty official concerned , so far
land has been allotted to 17
big companies. The Sonali-
ka International Limited will
set uparesearch and devel-
opment centre in the town-
ship. The company will ex-

the Central OBC list.

BJP candidate from New
Delhi and former MP
Parvesh Verma alleged that
Kejriwal has started divid-
ing Delhi on caste lines.

At the presser, the AAP
chief also accused the Cen-
tre of misleading the com-
mumity for the past decade,
and failing to deliver on
its promises.

"In 2015, the BJP invited

Jat leaders to the prime
minister's residence and

.ls-iured them that Delhi's
Jat community would be
included in the Central
OBC list. Unjon Home
Minister Amit Shah prom-
ised the same in 2019.
However, nothing has been
done to fulfil these prom-
ises," Kejriwal said.
Drawing comparisons,
he questioned why Jat stu-
dents from Rajasthan ben-

Verma should be debarred
from contesting polls: Kejriwal

plore the possibilities of oth-

er n.hn modern agricultur-

al including elec- NewDelhi

tric tractors. AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal on
Singapore companies are  Thursday lambasted BJP

keen to invest in the town-  leaderand his BJP opponent

ship. A delegation from Sin-
gapore visited Greater Noi-
da a few months ago. The
entrepreneurs in the dele-
gation liked the infrastruc-
ture of Greater Noida along
with the township. The Sin-
gapore delegation included
representatives of two in-
ternational companies.

Residential
sports hostel to
be built in
Mahamaya
Sports Stadium

Ghaziabad

from the New Delhi assem-
bly constituency Parvesh
Verma, accusing him of do-
ing things which fall under
the corrupt practices as per
the poll panel’s mle@ and
orders, and 1 that

the BJP leader should not be
allowed to contestthe forth-
coming assembly elections.

Speaking to the reporters
a the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
on Thursday, he said that
AAP delegation has apprised
the poll panel that the BJP
leader and candidate from
the New Delhi assembly con-
stituency is organising job
fairs, distributing stuff, mon-
ey and demanded that the
panel should take appropri-
ate action against the saffron
party leader, alleging that
heisacting asif heisnotan-
swerable to anyone.

He demanded that a raid
must be conducted by the
concerned agency, so that it
is Jed % cichi

A residential sports hostel
will be built in Mahamaya
Sports Stadium. The dis-
trict sports department has
senta proposal to the gov-
ernment to build 100-bed
residential sports hostel in
the stadium, which has
been approved.

District deputy sports of-
ficer Poonam Bishnoi said
that a place has been iden-
tified for the residential
sports hostel in the stadium
premises, The work will
start soon. All kinds of fa-
cilities will be provided to
the players in the residen-
tial sports hostel.

Players of football, hock-
ey, judo, boxing, bad-
minton to name a few can
stay in this residential hos-
tel. There will be extensive
arrangements for studies
and training in the hostel
so that the players can
maintain a balance be-
tween their education and
sports.

International  level
coaches will be appointed
in this residential hostel
so that the players practis-
ing here can get help in
improving their game. Af-
ter the construction of the
hostel, many players from
other districts and states
will show their interest in
taking training at Ma-
hamaya Stadium.

Bishnoi informed that
the international level Judo
hall being built in Ma-
hamaya Stadium is going to
start soon. There are many
players from outside the
district who come here to
practise. After commence-
ment of the international
Judo hall, many more tal-
ented Judo players associ-
ated with this sport can
come here to practise.

present and his premises.
AAP chief also said that the

party del has ap-
prised the poll panel about
how the local election offi-
cials in New Delhi con-
stituency have “completely
surrendered” before the BJP,
turning a blind eye, and fa-
cilitating all the wrongdoings
of the saffron party and de-
manded the suspension of
the District Election Officer
(DEO) and the Electoral
Registration Officer (ERO).

He expressed relief over
the fact that the EC has as-
sured appropriate and strict
action against all the alleged
wrong practices and said
that the party has faith in the
poll panel .The AAP delega-
tion led by Kejriwal ,which
met the two election com-
missioners also included CM
Atishi, Punjab CM Bhag-
want Singh Mann and RS
MP Sanjay SIngh.

efit from reservations in
Delhi University (DU),
while Jat students from
Delhi are denied the same,

"Thousands of children
from the Jat community
in Delhi are unable to se-
cure admission in DU be-
cause they are not part of
the Central OBC list," he
said.

Kejriwal also alleged that

despite Delhi's Jats being
recognised under the OBC
category in the national
capital, the Central gov-
ernment has refused to ex-
tend the benefits to them.

“This is nothing but be-
trayal. The Centre must in-
clude Delhi's Jat commu-
nity in the OBC list to en-
sure they receive reserva-
tions in Central govern-

ment institutions, including
for jobs and college admis-
sions," the AAP supremo
said.

Central agencies like the
MCD, DDA, and CPWD op-
erate extensively in Delhi,
and including Jats in the
OBC list would open up
significant opportunities
for them, Kejriwal said, as
he vowed to continue the
fight until the community’s
demands are met.

Reacting to the allega-
tions, BJP leader Verma
claimed that as Kejriwal's
political ground is slipping,
the AAP leader has started
dividing Delhi on caste
lines.

Kejriwal never remem-
bered the Jat community in
the past 11 years, he said.

"Arvind Kejriwal, who
once spoke of secularism, is
now dividing Delhi on caste
lines. If anyone has given
constitutional recognition
to the National OBC Com-
mission, it is PM Modi. For
Jats or any caste to be in-
cluded in the OBC list, the
state government must first

approve the proposal and
send it to the OBC Com-
mission.

"Kejriwal's government
held special sessions but
used them only to criticise
the Centre and the LG, nev-
er passing the OBC inclu-
sion for Jats,"

Verma criticised Ki

| PUBLIC NOTIGE

Public in general is hereby in-
formed that my clients Sh.
Kaluram S/o Late Budh Singh
& Smt. Maya Devi W/o Sh.
Kaluram both R/o H.No.313,
Gali No.2, Than Singh Nagar,
Anand Parvta, New Delhi-
110005 have severed all their
relations and social connec-
tions with their daughter Smt.
Anita W/o Sh.Rajesh Kumar
and Smt. Manju W/o Sh.Ra-
Jveer and their family mem-

have by source of

al for not & a ses-
sion despite two letters
from Kailash Gahlot re-
garding OBC status for
Jats.

He eredited BIP-led gov-
ernments in Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and at the
Centre with securing Jat
reservations in the past.

"Rural Delhi lacks new
colleges, schools, hospitals,
flyovers, and roads, but
with elections here, Kejri-
wal remembers the Jats.
It pains me that he acenses
me of anti-nationalism for
helping women through
the 'Ladli’ scheme," Ver-
ma added.

The 70-member Delhi
Assembly will go to polls on
February 5. The results will
be out on February 8.

Kejriwal alleges BJP manipulating
electoral roll in New Delhi seat

New Delhi
AAP supremo Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Thursday lodged
a complaint with the Elec-
tion Commission, alleg-
ing that the BJP has ma-
nipulated the electoral roll
in the New Delhi assembly
constituency from where
he is contesting the up-
coming elections.

Kejriwal alleged that
people associated with the
BJP applied to add 13,000
new voters in the elec-
toral roll and they sought
to cancel 5,500 voter en-
tries to "influence” the
voting in its favour.

The former Delhi chief
minister visited the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) on
Thursday to lodge a com-
plaint against these al-
leged malpractices.

Addressing the media
after meeting EC officials,
Kejriwal said, "In the past
22 days, 5,500 applica-
tions have been received
for deletion of veter
names in the New Delhi
constituency. There are

about one lakh voters in
this constituency, mean-
ing applications to remove
5.5 per cent of the elec-
torate have been filed in
just 22 days.

"This raises serious con-
cerns, as when the Elec-
tion Commission contact-
ed some of these people,
they denied submitting
such applications. All 89
individuals contacted stat-
ed they had not filed an
requests. It clearly in
cates a scam,” he said.

Kejriwal further high-
lighted the sudden surge
in voter registration ap-
plications.

“In the last 15 days. ap-
plications for adding
13,000 new voters have
been received. If such
large scale additions and
deletions take place at the
last minute, it will make a
mockery of the election
process,” he said.

Kejriwal, the three-time
MLA from New Delhi
since 2013, is locked inan
intense triangular contest

People of rural Delhi outraged by Kejriwal’s state-
ments, decided to vote against AAP: BJP MP Verma

W Kejriwal, who did not build a memorial for Sahib Singh Verma, the most renowned
Jat leader of Delhi, is now talking about the welfare of Jats”: Parvesh Sahib Singh

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

BJP candidate from New
Delhi Assembly and for-
mer MP Parvesh Sahib
Singh said that Aam Aadmi
party led by Arvind Kejri-
wal is going to lose election
in Delhi rural areas as his
political ground seems to
be slipping. He has started
dividing Delhi on caste
lines, even though he nev-
er remembered the Jat
community in the past 11
years.”

Addressing a press at
Delhi BJP state office,

Parvesh Sahib Singh stat-
ed that the people of rural
Delhi are outraged by Ke-
jriwal’s statements, and
they have i 1y de-

26,000, but Kejriwal failed
to provide the list to the
central government.
“Iwrote to Arvind Kejri-
wal, ting the con-

cided to vote agalnst the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
beitfarmers, Jats, or Gur-
jars.

He said, “This is the
same Arvind Kejriwal who
found the Jats repulsive,
who refused to let them
and the people of rural Del-
hi enter his house. But now,
as elections approach, and
rural Delhi — be it Jats,
Gurjars, Yadavs, Tyagis, or
Rajputs — stand united
against him, Kejriwal sud-
denly remembers the Jats.”

Parvesh Sahib Singh also
mentioned that rural Delhi
farmers had demanded the
benefits of the PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi scheme of

struction of a memorial for
my father, Dr. Sahib Singh
Verma, on land owned by
the Delhi government, but
Kejriwal has not responded
yet. Today, 28 constituen-
cies of Outer Delhi held
meetings and decided not
to vote for Kejriwal.”

He further alleged that
when farmers received high
electricity bills during their
farming activities, their
bills were not waived off.

On land acquisition,
Parvesh Sahib Singh said,
“Farmers'lands are forcibly
acquired by Kejriwal's gov-
ernment at cheap rates,
while market rates range
from T10-15 crores. During

my father's tenure, farmers
were given fair market
rates.”

The BIP candidate high-
lighted various develop-
mental works done by the
Modi government, includ-
ing the 26,000 crore In-
ternational Convention
Centre and the ¥8,000
crore UER-II Road Project.

“Arvind Kejriwal, who
once spoke of secularism, is
now dividing Delhi on caste
lines. If anyone has given
constitutional recognition
to the National OBC Com-
mission, it is Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. For
Jats or any caste to be in-
cluded in the OBC list, the
state government must first
approve the proposal and
send it to the OBC Com-
mission. Kejriwal’s gov-
ernment held special ses-

sions but used them only to
criticize the central gov-
ernment and the Lt. Gov-
ernor, never passing the
OBC inclusion for Jats.”

Parvesh Sahib Singh crit-
icized Kejriwal for not con-
vening a session despite
two letters from Kailash
Gahlot regarding OBC sta-
tus for Jats. He credited
BJP-led governments in
Uttar Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and
at the central level with se-
curing Jat reservations in
the past.

He concluded, “Rural
Delhi lacks new colleges,
schools, hospitals, flyovers,
or roads, butwith elections
here, Kejriwal remembers
the Jats. It pains me that he
accuses me of anti-nation-
alism for helping women
through the Ladli Scheme.”

against the sons of two
former chief ministers of
Delhi.

While the BJP has field-
ed former chief minister
Sahib Singh Verma's son
Parvesh Verma, Congress
has given ticket to
Sandeep Dikshit whose
mother Sheila Dikshit was
a three-term chief minis-
ter of Delhi.

The AAP chief also de-
manded action against
BJP leader Verma, accus-
ing him of bribing voters
and distributing money.

Kejriwal called for a raid
on Verma's residence to
check for the "presence
of illicit funds".

He also alleged that lo-
cal election officials had
"surrendered" to the BJP
and were facilitating its
"wrongdoings", and
sought their suspension.

"We have full faith in
the Election Commission
and hope it will take ap-
propriate action against
these illegal activities,"
Kejriwal added.

GRAP 3 curbs back
in Delhi-NCR amid
rise in air
pollution levels

New Delhi
‘The Centre's panel on Del-
hi-NCR's air quality on
Thursday re-implemented
stage 3 curbs under the
Graded Response Action
Plan amid a sharp rise in
air pollution levels owing to
unfavourable meteorolog-
ical conditions, according
to an official order.

Delhi's air pollution lev-
els showed an increasing
trend and the 24-hour av-
erage air quality index
(AQI) stood at 357 at 4
pm, up from 297 on
Wednesday, owing to "calm
winds and foggy condi-
tions".

The Commission for Air
Quality Management, re-
sponsible for strategising
air pollution mitigation in
Delhi-NCR, directed au-
thorities in the region to
immediately implement
curbs prescribed under
stage 3 to prevent further
worsening of the situation.

GRAP Stage 3, which
was revoked on Sunday,
entails a ban on non-es-
sential construction work.

Classes up to grade V
are required to shift to hy-
brid mode under Stage 3.
Parents and students have

The assembly elections
in Delhi will be held on
February 5 and the count-
ing of votes will take place
on February 8.

LOST/FOUND

tis informed to the general pub-
Jic that the ariginal document no.
293 dated 16.01.2017 of my
dient, which Mrs, Neha Gumbar
wife of Ajay Gumbar resident
Gopal Nagar, Saharanpur had
registered the deed of property
in her favor from the seller Mrs.
Suman Prabha wife of Shri Rajen-
dra Kumar, hasbeen lost some-
where, it could not be found
even after a lot of searching,
Now a loan is being taken on the
above property from Hinduja
Housing Finance Limited. i any-
‘one has any objection of finds
the above deed, please inform
within 7 days on the mobile
number/address given below.
Ajay Kumar

Advocate

Chamber No.10, New Building,
Collectorate Court, Saharanpur

PUBLIC NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT

MY CLIENT (MS. BHUMIKA
MUNJAL, AGED ABOUT 25
YRS. DAUGHTER OF HARISH
MUNJAL, R/O. FB-13, FIRST
FLOOR, SHIVAII ENCLAVE, RA-
JOURI GARDEN, TAGORE GAR-
DEN, WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110027, DISOWNED AND DE-
BARRED HER BROTHER MR.
SAHIL MUNJAL, AGED ABOUT
30 YRS, S/0. HARISH MUNJAL,
[I] HER SISTER-IN-LAW, SMT.
DISHA, WIFE OF SHRI SAHIL
MUNJAL, D/O SHRI PRADEEP
ARORA, FROM ALL HER
MOVEABLE AND IMMOVABLE
AND SEVERE HER RELATION
FROM THEM, BECAUSE THEIR
CONDUCT, DEEDS, DEALINGS,
ATTITUDE AND ANTECEDENTS
ARE ADVERSE AND PREIUDICE
| TO HER RIGHTS, TITLE AND IN-
TEREST AND HURTING HER
NATURAL FEELINGS AND SEN-
TIMENTS.PROPERTIES/ASSETS
THAT MY CLIENT HEREBY DE-
CLARE THAT ANYONE DEAL-
ING WITH MR. SAHIL MUNJAL
AND M, DISHAWOULD BE
DOING SO AT HIS/HER/THEIR
OWN RISK, COSTS AND CON-
SEQUENCES AND SHE SHALL
NOT BE LIABLE FOR THE SAME
AT ALL.ANY PERSON DEALING
WITH THEM IN ANY RESPECT
WHATSOEVER SHALL DO SO
AT HIS/HER/THEIR OWN RISK.
Rama Kant Kashyap
Advocate

Office: Chamber No. 605,
Block-11l, Delhi High Court,
New Delhi - 110001

nuisance and misbehave my
Clients and have debarred
them from inheriting their
moveable and Immoveable
properties of my clients will
not be responsible for their
activities in any manner what-
soever.

LALIT KUMAR

ADVOCATE

OFF: CHAMBER NO. 364, 3rd
FLOOR, WESTERN WING, TIS
HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-
110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT MY
CLIENT (RENU MUNJIAL, AGED
ABOUT 52 W/O. HARISH MUN-
JAL RO, FB-13, FIRST W/O.
FLOOR, SHIVAI ENCLAVE, RA-
JOURI GARDEN, TAGORE GAR-
DEN, WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110027 DISOWNED AND DE-
BARRED HER SON MR. SAHIL
MUNJAL, AGED ABOUT 30 YRS.
5/0. HARISH MUNJAL, {i1] HER
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, SMT.
DISHA, WIFE OF SHRI SAHIL
MUNJAL, D/O SHR| PRADEER
ARORA, FROM ALL HER MOVE-
ABLE AND IMIMOVABLE PROP-
ERTIES/ASSETS AND SEVERE
HER RELATION FROM THEM,
BECAUSE THEIR CONDUCT,
DEEDS, DEALINGS, ATTITUDE
AND ANTECEDENTS AREAD-
VERSE AND PREJUDICE TO HER
RIGHTS, TITLE AND INTEREST
AND HURTING HER NATURAL
FEELINGS AND SENTIMENTS.
THAT MY CLIENT HEREBY DE-
CLARE THAT ANYONE DEALING
WITH MR. SAHIL MUNJAL AND
MS. DISHA WOULD BE DOING
SO AT HIS/HER/THEIR OWN
RISK, COSTS AND CONSE-
QUENCES AND SHE SHALL NOT
BE LIABLE FOR THE SAME AT
ALL ANY PERSON DEALING
WITHTHEM IN ANY RESPECT
WHATSOEVER SHALL DO 50
AT HIS/HER/THEIR OWN RISK.
Rama Kant Kashyap

Advocate

Office: Chamber No. 605,
Block-1ll, Delhi High Court,
New Delhi - 110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT
MY CLIENT (HARISH MUNJAL,
AGED ABOUT 56 YRS. SON OF
RAM NARAIN MUNIAL, R/O:
FB- 13, FIRST FLOOR, SHIVAI
ENCLAVE, RAJOURI GARDEN,
TAGORE GARDEN, WEST DEL-
HI, DELHI- 110027, HOLDER
OF AADHAR CARD NO. 6672
1215 4841 DISOWNED AND
DEBARRED HIS SON MR,
SAHIL MUNJAL, AGED ABOUT
30 YRS. S/0. HARISH MUNJAL,
[ HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW,
SMT. DISHA, WIFE OF SHRI
SAHIL MUNJAL, D/O SHRI
PRADEEP ARORA, FROM ALL
HIS MOVEABLE AND IMMOV-
ABLE PROPERTIES/ASSETS
AND SEVERE HIS RELATION
FROM THEM, BECAUSE THEIR
CONDUCT, DEEDS, DEALINGS,
ATTITUDE AND ANTECEDENTS
ARE ADVERSE AND PREIUDICE
TO HIS RIGHTS, TITLE AND IN-
TEREST AND HURTING HIS
NATURAL FEELINGS AND SEN-
TIMENTS. THAT MY CLIENT
HEREBY DECLARE THAT ANY-
ONE DEALNG WITH MR.
SAHIL MUNJAL AND MS.
DISHA WOULD BE DOING SO
AT HIS/HER/THEIR OWN RISK,
COSTS AND CONSEQUENCES
AND HE SHALL NOT BE LIABLE
FOR THE SAME AT ALL. ANY
PERSON DEALING WITH
THEM IN ANY RESPECT
WHATSOEVER SHALL DO 50
AT HIS/HER/THEIR OWN RISK.
Rama Kant Kashyap
Advacate

Office: Chamber No. 605,
Block-lil, Delhi High Court,

New Delhi - 110001

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Opon Tender No.: JHS-RENK-WTRO-24-25-11

E-Tender Notice

Edenders are invited by Chief Workshop M;
Karkhana, Jhansi from expenencod and interusted contractors on benalf of the|

Date: 07.01.2025

. Reil Coach Navesniaran|

the option to choose online | | president ofinda forthe under mentionsd work
education wh avail- | [Namoa sS LHBACC?
able: wihsinpping of FRP RMPU tough at RCNK.hans:

Under Stage 3, the use of
BS-111 petrol and BS-] [V

Cast of work: Rs 250,12.038 00~ (Incliding 18% GST)

Bid Security: Rs 275,100 |

Time of completion: Twenty Four Months

d.\tf.!El cars (_, } it Online tender closing date and time: 30.01.2025 st 11:00 Hrs.

restricted in Delhi Bﬂd De d information about tender and lender format is available at website|
s. in (ADM)

nearby NCR districts. — £
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High-stakes battle unfolds in New Delhi
constituency as assembly polls near

&

Delhi
hrice Inumplmm
rom the New Delhi
Assembly seat rid-
Ing on an anti-cor-
ruption wave, AAP supre-
mo Arvind Kejriwal, who is
out on bail in amoney laun-
dering case, faces tongher
odds in this election with
his image of a corruption
crusader alitfle Jess impres-
sive among residents.

Odds for Kejriwal become
narrower considering his ri-
vals — scions of former Del-
hi chief ministers — BIP's
Parvesh Singh Verma and
Congress' Sandeep Dikshit.

The former MPs would be
trying their best dislodge the
ex-Delhi chief minister from
aseat, which has come to be
seen as a matter of prestige to
all three.

The constituency com-
posed of same of the poshest
areas of Delhi is also pock-
marked by slums clusters
that bears a resemblance (o
the rest of Delhi and de-
mand a similar treatment.

Many residents of the con-
stituency believe it would be
an open fight this time with
hardly any favourites. Some
others claim the p

development has failed to
come by

me there is a fight
between parties. These elec-
tions are not completely go-
ing in anyone's favour, as
every party is trying to match
the promises made by oth-
ers,” Monika, a resident and
shop owner in Gole Market,
said

Kejriwal, who rose to
prominenceduring the Anna
Hazare-led India Against
a h

I has

represented the

such

ey for over a decade. His
previous viclories were
marked by significant mar-
gins, including a 21,687-vote
lead in the 2020 elections.

His core voter base, con-
sisting of lower-middle-class
workers, street vendors,
auto-rickshaw drivers, ete,
still seems largely intact.
AAP's welfare schemes, such
as free bus services for
women, remain popular
among voters. The promise

asRs z.mo for women, has
also drawn attention.

An anto driver, Brijlal Pra-
japati, showed his electricity
hill, and said, "My bill is
zero. | am paying nothing for
electricity, so I am happy
with him because he has
done something for people
like me. Of course, there are
some shorteomings too,
instance, the Mohalla Cli
are not working as we ex-
pected — there are no med-

“Kejriwal shamelessly taking credit for
so-called Delhi model of health care”

Staff Repoter
New Delhi

Nath said that Delhi

Former Delhi health min-
ister and Congress leader
Dr Narendra Nath here on
Thursday alleged that the
so-called Mohalla clinies
were without medicines,
aff and equip-
and yet, former CM
Arvind  Kejriwal shame-
lessly takes credit for the
so-called “Delhi model” of
health care.

Nath said that Delhi
Congress’ Rs 25 lakh "Jee-
van Raksha Yojua™ will
provide free health insur-
ance 10 100 per cent resi-
dents of Delhi, under the
party’s ‘right to health’
scheme, which will not be
like Kerjiwal's false prom-

’ Rs 25 lakh
"Jeevan Raksha
Yojna" will provide
free health insur-
ance to 100 per cent
residents of Delhi,
under the party’s
‘right to health’
scheme, which will
not be like Kerjiwal’s
false promises as he
has not fulfilld his 70
promises till date,
despite enjoying
power for 11 years.

——
ises as he has not fulfilld

his 70 promises till date,
despite enjaying power for
11 years,

He said that Congress
will implement all its
promises as soon as it
eomes to power. He said
that the dilapidated state
of government hospitals
has foreed the High Court
to take cognizance and set-
up a committee to monitor
the deteriorating condition
of the government hospi-
tals, which nails Kejriw-
al's lies. Addressing a press
conference Nath further
said that Congress” health
insurance scheme was in-
evitable considering the
fact that Delhi has become
a ‘gas chamber’. He said
that the Congress govern-

Canadian Man arrested for carrying
crocodile skull at Delhi airport

ew Delhi
Ag3z-year-old Canadian na-
tional was apprehended at
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport here for car-
rying a crocodile skull, the
customs said on Thursday.
According to the tariffs
collecting ng(_ncy,a(.nnaﬂl~

ported that the texture, tooth
pattern, well-developed bony
palate, and nostrils con-
firmed the item as the skull
of & baby crocodile, an official
said,

Moreover, it was found
that the skull belongs to a

species protected under

an d to
depart to Canada wasinter-
cepted at the Terminal-3 of
the IGIA and during the se-
curity check, a skull with
sharp teeth, resembling the
jaw of a baby crocodile,
weighing approximately 777
grams, was discovered
wrapped in a cream-colored
cloth.

The skull was sent to the
Department of Forests and
Wildlife (GNCTD) for a di-
agnostic test and it was Te-

Schedule-T of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972 It has
been sent to Wildlife Insti-
tute of India, Dehradun for
further scientific analysis,
the customs official added.
Based on this the passen-
ger was amrested for illegally
possessing and attempting to
export a Schedule-1 protect-
ul wildlife item under the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
and violating sections 132,
133, 135, 135A, and 136 re-
lated to offenses of misdec-

laration, illegal export, and
smuggling items under Cus-
toms Act, 1962, he men-
tioned.

The seized shull was hand-
ed overto the Department of
Forests and Wildlife (West
Division, GNCTD), the offi-
cial added.

In & separate case, a 47-
year-old Indian passenger
arriving from Jeddah (Sau-
di Arabia) was apprehended
for smuggling gold in metal
rods concealed inside atral-
ley bag.

The gold roads, a total of
12 such pieces; weigh around
419 grams valued st Rs 32.06
lakh. Hewas arrested under
relevant sections of the Cus-
tomis act and the gold was
also seized, the Customs of-
ficial elaborated.

ment had provided 48 000
hospital beds, established
16 medical colleges, seven
big speciality hospitals, and
there were a total of 95
major hospitals in the city.

But, he added, the Ke-
jriwal government devas-
tated the health sector to
such an extent that during
the Covid-19 pandemic,
while BJP and AAP were
in ICU, the common peo-
ple were put on ventila-
tors due to shortage of
medical oxygen, beds,
medicines, ambulances. He
said that innocents died
without getting ti
medical care from the mg
ing pandemic while Kejri-
wal stayed up in his
‘Sheesh Mahal'.

icines available. So yes, there
are some gaps, bt at least he
15 trying and working tnr
s The BIP candidate, a son
af former Delhi chief minis-
ter Sahib Singh Verma, is
banking on his party's hroad-
erappeal, while Dikshit, son
of Shiela Dikshit, hopes to
swing Congress' fortunes in
the capital

Satish, a resident of Sanjay
Basti, suggested thatall that's
advertised as development
may be just a Potemkin vil-
lage.

"There are many issues
like roads. On the surface,
things might seem fine, but
once you enter the colonies,
you get a reality check. It
looks better from the outside,
but nothing big or new has
happened so far. Most of the
development we see was
done during Sheila Dikshit's
tenure, and since then, things
have remained the same,” he
said.

He added, "The BJP and
Congress seem to be emerng-
ing as ve rong competi-
tors this time, and even if
they don't win, they will sig-
tly cut AAP's vote
" Many residents were
unimpressed with all par-

ties promising cash to
women and other free wel-
fare schemes and wished
there was more focus on air
pollution, law and order, and
women's safety.

"This time, the election
dynamics are entirely dif-
ferent,” said Shashi Pal from
Gole Market.
way, it seems like all
parties are trying to lure vot-
ers with promises of money,
almost like & vote-purchasing
strategy,” he said.

Despite being a VIP seat,
the issues plaguing the con-
stituency — pollution, traffic
congestion, bad roads, and
law and order — are no dif-
ferent than those afflicting
other parts of the capital.

For Gulshan Veermani,
pollution is the biggest con-
oem.

"We have all suffered as
the air quality in Delhi has
become dangeronsly toxic,
putting public health at risk.
The government must take
conerete action rather than
continuously playing the
blame game,” he said.

The total electorate in the
seat stands at 109,022, with
58,050 male vaters and
50,071 female voters.

Man in MP police
custody falls to death
from Gurugram hotel

Gurugram
A 23-year-old man, appre-
hended in Sohna by the
Madhya Pradesh Police ina
evbercrime case allegedly
Tinked to termoe-funding, fell

to death from the balcony of

a third-floor hotel room in
Gurugram while trying to
escape, the Haryana Police
said an Thursday.

Himanshu Kumar, who
was from Bihar, was appre-
hended Tuesday by the
Madhya Pradesh Police's
anti-terror squad, the police
said.

He was kept in the Guru-
gram hotel before he was to
be praduced in a court ta
seek his transit remand to
take him to MP.

While in the hotel, Kumar

Meeting held regarding outline of
developing land bank for New Noida

Ajeet Kumar

organized
under the chairmanship of
Chief Executive Officer
Lokesh M reganding the out-
line of the dudupmg land
bank for New N
The said mm.lin;', was at-

tended by District Magis-
trate, Bulandshahr, Addi-
tional Chief Executive Offi-
cer Mr. Sanjay Kumar Kha-
tri, Additional Chief Execu-
tive Officer Mrs. Vandana
“Tripathi, Special Executive
Officer Mr. Mahendra
Prasad, Additional Chief E
ecutive Officer Mr. Satish
Pal, Chief Legal Advisor Mr.

Ravindra Pmsad Gupta, Fi-
nance  Controller Mr.

Swatantra Kumar, Special
Executive Officer, Mr. Kran-

Executive Officer Mr. Arvind
Kumar Singh, General Man-
ager Mrs. Meena Bhargava
and Mr. Ishtiyak Ahmed.
In the said meeting, in-
structions were given to se-
lect notified villages in the
first phase for the develop-
ment of New Noida, to curb
illegal and unauthorized
construction in the notified

ti Shekhar Singh, Special

villages in New Noida with-
out the permission of Noida
and to install warning
boards to alert the gencral
public.

The process of determin-
ing compensation rates for

sought permission from the
MP police personnel to goto
the washroom but he tried
to escape through the bal-
cony using cables, the police
said.

In the attempt, he fell
from the balcony of the
third-floor room, said the
police, adding he was taken
103 local hospital where he
sueeumbed to infuries.

Sohna Assistant Com-
missioner of Police Abhi-
laksh Joshi said a magiste-
rial inquiry has been or-
dered in the matter.

Agcording te a Harvana
pulice official, the Madbya
Pradesh police did not inti-
mate the local police before
undertaking its action in
Gurugram.

AAP indulged in
corruption worth
crores in 10
years: LoP Gupta

_ New Delhi
Stepping up
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government, Leader
of the Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly Vijender
Gupta alleged on Thurs-
day that the ruling dispen-
sation indulged in “cor-
ruption” worth crores in
the last 10 years.

Castigating the AAP gov-
ernment for indulging in
corruption on such a large
scale, he
ship is sinking.

Referring to the fnrlh-

land isition/purch

on the basis ﬂ( mutual
agreement for New Noida
and carrying out develop-
ment work was discossed

MCD removes 2.64 lakh posters,
banners ahead of Delhi assembly polls

New Delhi

In its effort to- implement
the directives of the Mod-
el Code of Conduct (MCC)
in view of the coming as-
sembly election, the Mu-
nicipal Carporation of Del-
hi (MCD) on Thursday
stated that it has removed
atotal of 2.64 lakh posters,
banners, hoardings, and
small boards across 12
zones. The Model Code of
Conduct came into effect
on Tuesday after the Elec-
tion Commission unveiled
the dates of the Delhi as-
sembly polls. The national
eapital will vote for all 70
assembly seats on Febru-
ary 5 and the result will be
declared on February 8.

As per the civic agency,

2 held for killing colleague who
repeatedly insulted them at workplace

_New Delhi
A25-year-okd man was killed
allegedly by his colleagues for
repeatedly insulting them at
their warkplace, police here
said on Thursday,

Police received a PCRcall
on Tuesday night about
some foul smell emanating
from a locked room in the
Rampura area, As the team
reached the spot, they dis-
covered a dec nm]msrd

body, Deputy C:

ale

tiated.
During the i

er of Police (Northwest)
Bhisham Singh said. The de-
ceased was identified as
Golu. A case was registered
and an investigation was ini-

the pﬂhw found that Golu
frequently made social media
reels with one of the suspects,
Ranjeet (30), the DCP said.

“Scrutiny of Ranjeet’s so-

cial media account provided
crucial leads. Police mided
multiple locations and ap-
prehended two suspects —
Ranjeet and Neernj Verma
(23), both residents of Ram-
pura,” said the DCP.

The accused revealed that
Golu had been their col-
league at a tent house and
Inter at a footwear factory. He
frequently reprimanded and
humiliated them, both ver-
bally and physically, police
said,

‘On one occasion, Golu as-
saulted the acensed, further
fueling their resentment.
Secking revenge for their
humiliation, Ranjeet and
Ni lured Golu to aloca-
tion, where they murdered
him using 4 wooden stick,
said the officer. Further in-
vestigation into the matter is
underway.

this includes a total of
33,319 hoardings, 2,08,278

posters, banners, and wall
paintings, 5,180 signage
hoards, and 17,470 flags.

Stating zone-wise, the
data from MCD showed
that atotal of 7,107 politi-

cal advertisements were
removed from the Rohini
zone, 7,171 from the City-
SP zone, 19,491 from the
Civil Lines zone, 6,178
from the Karol Bagh zone,
9,347 from the Narela
zone, 9,237 from the Ke-

shavpuram zone, 14,612
from the South zone,
10,964 from the West zone,
10,114 from the Najafgarh
zone, 6,885 from the Cen-
tral zone, 20,884 from the
Shahdara South zone, and
16,071 from the Shahdara
North zone.

According to the EC or-
der, any poster, hoarding,
or bannerin a public place
that promotes any political
party or leader has to be re-
moved within 24 hours of
the announcement of the
election sched

Earlier on Wednesday,
the civie ageney reported
that it had removed 126
lakh posters, banners,
hoardings, and small
boards actoss its 12 zones.

Auto lifter gang busted in
Noida; 2 held with 9 bikes

Amar Saini
Noida
City police led by Noida Sec-
tor-58 police station has
busted an interstate auto
liftergang and arrested per-
sons including an accountant
by profession.

Police have recovered ten
bikes from them, out of
which ¢ are stolen. On in-
terrogation by the police, the
accused revealed that they
have chosen the path of
erime for fun and drugs.

Noida Zone ADCP Manish
Kumar Mishra said that the
accused have been identi-

Shanu
alias Daksh Rawat resident
of Hoshiarpur Noida and

fied as Hemant al

Ravindra Singh resident of
Khoda Colony Ghaziabad.

Five of the recovered bikes
belong to different districts.

Two more motorcycles are
yet to be traced, which these
people have sold. ADCP said
that these people are very
clever, go far they have com-
mitted more than 20 thefts.
The gang members were ac-
tive in Delhi and NCR.

The accused Ravindra
worked as an accountant in
many companies. During
the job, he got addicted to
drugs, due to which he was
admitted to a de-addiction
center and lost his job. After
this, he met Hemant, who
runs a fuice shop in the Sec-
tor-52 of Noida.

coming

in Delhi, (.llptn asserted
that this would be the Jast
clection of the AAP mark-
ing the party’s exit from
Delhi’s political landscape
forever.

Taking a jibe at former
Delhi chief minister and
AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal for taking
support of the parties, in-
cuding Samajwadi Party
(SP) and Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC), for the up-
coming polls, the leader of
the Opposition said, “Ke-
jriwal has no choice but to
relyon parties with no foot-
ing in Delhi. He has been
forced toseek support from
the parties that lack any
significant presence in Del-
hi”

“Kejriwal’s desperation
is evident from the fact
that he did not decline the
support of Akhilesh Yadav
and Mamata Banerjee’s
parties. Instead, he quietly
aceepted their backing to
conceal his fear,” he said.

On the prespects of the
AAP chief in the assembly
elections, Gupta said, “The
reality is that Kejriwal ful-
Iy understands now that
winning the New Delhi As-
sembly seat is nearly im-
possible for him. On ane
side, he is challenged by
BJP candidate Parvesh
Verma, son of former chief
minister Suhib Singh Ver-
ma. Onthe other, Sandeep
Dikshit, son of former chief
minister Sheila Dikshit, is
comtesting from Congress,
In such a seenario, Kejriw-
al feels extremely demor-
alised.”

The leader of the Oppo-
sition claimed that Kejriw-
al has already sensed defeat
in the New Delhi con-
stituency and is planning to
contest from another seat
as a backup, so that he
could retain his stature by
winning elsewhere even if
he loses his current seat.




CHANDIGARH/NCR

Haryana

retains ‘Achievers’
category in
LEADS-2024

Chandigarh:
Haryana has secured a
prestigious position in
the “Achievers” catego-
ry for Landlocked States
in the Logisties Ease
Across Different States
(LEADS) Survey 2024,
conducted by the De-
partment for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), Ministry
of Commerce and In-
dustry, Government of

India.

This marks the third
consecutive year of Har-
vanas recogmnon, un-
derscoring its outstand-
ing efforts in enhancing
logistics  infrastructure
and strengthening the
logisties ecosystem
through the state’s logis-
ties policy.

Principal  Secretary
of the Industries and
Commerce Department,
D Suresh, presented
the prestigious award
to state Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini. The
award, recently con-
ferred upon Haryana by
Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Pi-
yush Goyal in New Delhi,

recognizes the state’s

significant achieve-
ments,
The LEADS survey

evaluates states and Un-
ion Territories on their
Logisties infrastructure,
Logisties services, Oper-
ating and Regulatory en-
vironment and Sustain-
ability and Equitable
logistics. IHaryana's in-
clusion in the *Achievers”
category underscores its
commitment to_foster-
ing a business-friendly
environment and estab-
lishing itself as a logis-
tics hub in the country,

Iaryana has emerged
as a leader in the logis-
tics sector, largely due to
its world-class logistics
infrastructure, It has
made substantial in-
vestments in enhancing
its road networks, rail
connectwm and inland
container ]iots Major
projects, including the
Kundli-Manesar-Pal-
wal (KMP) Express-
way and the Integrated
Multi-Modal  Logistics
Hub (IMLH) at Nangal
Chaudhary, have signif-
icantly boosted connec-
tivity, driving the growth
of logistics across the re-
gion.

Infrastructure  plan-
ning has also seen sig-
nificant  advancements
through the PM Gati
Shakti State Master Plan
(SMP) Portal. Haryana
has mandated that all
infrastructure  projects
exceeding Rs 100 crore
be planned through this
portal, ensuring better
coordination and timely
execution of key initia-
tives,
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Centre ignoring Dallewal's indefinite fast,
must hold talks with protesting farmers: SKM

Chandigarh:

e Samyukta Kisan
Morcha on Thurs-
day slammed the

Centre, accusing it of
ignoring the ongoing
fast-unto-death of farm-
er leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal and asked it to
Thold talks with the pro-
testing farmers.

In a 'Kisan Mahap-
anchayat' at Moga in
Punjab, the SKM said
the draft of the Nation-
al Policy Framework on
Agricultural Marketing
(NPFAM) announced by
the Union government
is "a dangerous form of
re-enforcing the now-re-
pedled three farm laws,"

It announced to burn
the copies of the draft
policy on January 13 and
take out a tractor march
on January 26.

The SKM held the
second 'Kisan Mahap-
anchayt’ within a week
to express their anger
against the NPFAM, al-
leging it will "destroy”
the mandi system if it is
m1plemented The first
'mahapanchayat’  was
held at Tohana in Hary-
ana on January 4.

The SKM leaders also
lashed out at the AAP
government in Punjab
for not calling a session
of the state Assembly for
rejecting the draft policy
on agricultural market-

The SKM held
the second ‘Kisan
Mahapanchayt' within
a week to express
their anger against
the NPFAM, alleging
it will "destroy" the
mandi system if it is
implemented. The
first ‘mahapanchayat’

was held at Tohana in
Haryana on January 4. I
ing.

Tt also passed a "uni-
ty resolution” and said
that a six-member co-
ordination  committee
of the SKM will visit the
Khanauri and Shambhu
borders on January 10 to
ﬁmeal for unity among

e farmer bodies.

The organisation an-
nounced that none of
its Teaders will give any
statement against the
ongoing protest at the
two border points by the
SKM (non-political) and
the Kisan Mazdeor Mor-
cha (KMM).

The SKM, which had
spearheaded the 2020
farmers' stir against
the now-repealed farm
laws, is not part of the
ongoing protest of the
SKM (non-political) and
KMM.

Senior SKM leaders
who addressed the ma-

mcluded
Rajew

hapanchayat
Balbir
Joginder g
han, Rakesh Tikait, Dr
Darshan Pal and Ra-
minder Patiala.

Addi ng the gath-
enn&s‘[‘ikail pointed to-

Dallewal whose
fast-unto-death_entered
45th day on Thursday
and said the central go
ernment was not both-
ered about him,

"Some of our people
are on fast unto death
and we are also sad that
e was on indefinite fast
for the past 44-45 days.
But the government of
India is not listening.

Punjab Police bust Pakistan-
based weapon smuggling racket

B Chandigarh:

Punjab Police on Thurs-
day claimed to have bust-
ed a Pakistan-backed
weapon smuggling rack-
et allegedly operated by
absconding — smuggler
Manjot Singh alias Man-
nu from Dubai, with the
arrest of an operative.

Director (reneral of
Police (DGP) Punjab
Gaurav Yadav said the
arrested operative had
been identified as Gur-
preet Singh alias Kaka,
from Havellian village
in Tarn Taran, current-
ly residing at Saidpur
village, Amritsar Rural.

Police seized three
sophisticated  pistols
-- two MM Glock and
one .30 bore China-nade
pistol -- along with four
cartridges, the officer
said.

Based on a tip-off
about Manjot, an Indian
national based in Du-
bai, operating a wea
on-: ﬁmug,g]mg netwo?&
via Pakistan with the
help of his associates in
India, the counter-intel-
ligence team in Amritsar
launched an operation,
e said.

The team arrested
Gurpreet Singh at Khur-
manian village on link
road from Ram Tirath
village, when he was
en route to deliver the
weapon  consignment,
he added.

Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that Man-
jot is the kingpin of the
network and was using
encrypted apps to con-
tact his Pakistan-based
weapon smugglers, the
DGP said.

Gurpreet was tasked
with retrieving a weapon
consignment  dropped

by drones from across
the border and deliver-
ing them to gangsters
in various cities of Pun-
jab on the directions of
Manjot, he said.

According to police,
Manjot is wanted by
the Punjab Police in a
drugs case registered
against him at Sarai
Amanant Khan police
station in Tarn Taran
in 2022,

Gurpreet Singh has
also been facing a
criminal case at Sarai
Amanant Khan police
station, the police said.

Govt working to ensure good income for
farmers with small landholdings: CM Saini

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini said
that the state's double-en-
gine government is con-
sistently working towards
the welfare of farmers.
Our goal is to enhance
farmers' income and
make them economically
prosperous. ITe said that
70 percent of the state's
farmers own less land,
necessitating a  special
strategy for their uplift-
ment. The Chief Minis-
ter further said that the
upcoming budget must
include provisions aimed
at inereasing farmers'
profits to empower them

economically.

The Chief Minister
was addressing a pre-
budget consultation
meeting at Chaudhary
Charan Singh Ilaryana
Agricultural  University
in Hisar today, where he
took suggestions from
progressive farmers
regarding their uplift-
ment. Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Minis-

ter Shyam Smgh Rana,
Public Health Engineer-
ing Minister Ranbir
Gangwa, MLA Sh Vinod
Bhyana,and Randhir
Panihar were also pres-
ent.

During the discussion,
the Chief Minister en-
gaged in one-on-one in-
teractions with the farm-
ers. In the first session,
over 52 suggestions were
shared by the farmers.
Along with progressive
farmers, agricultural ex-
perts also participated in
the session. In the sec-
ond session, discussions
were held with farmers
associated with Farmer
Producer Organizations
(FPOs), and members of
the FPO federation also

contributed
gestions,
The Chief Minister
said that the sugges-
tions shared during to-
day's  discussions will
be incorporated into the
upcoming budget. He
said that the state gov-
ernment is particularly
focused on the welfare
of farmers, with special
attention being given to
inereasing their income
and strengthening their
position. He said that
agriculture contributes
18 pereent to Haryana's
GDP and expressed the
government's intention
to implement measures
that would ensure small
landholding  farmers
can earn a good income.

their sug-

For this, initiatives ]lke
e-mandi and other op-
tions are being devel-
oped.

The Chief Minister
further remarked that,
in the past, transporting
produce to the market
was a significant chal-
lenge. Towever, un-
der the leadership of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the country's
road and rail connec-
tivity network has been
significantly  strength-
ened, making it easier to
transport €rops across
regions. He highlighted
the progress made by

the country over the last
10 years, particularly un-
der the Prime Minister’s
leadership.

e E
SKM is completely
them,” said Tikait.
"Our committee will
meet them tomorrow.
We are ready to work
unitedly," he asserted.

Dallewal, who is the
convener of the SKM
(non-political), has been
on an indefinite hunger
strike at the Khanauri
border point between
Punjab and Haryana
since November 26 last
year over farmers' vari-
ous demands including
seeking a legal guar-
antee on the minimum
support price (MSP) for
crops.

lealt asserted that the

SKM was alwnys smmg
and would remain so.

Referring to the ongo-
ing protest, Tikait said,
"At present, this fight
is on the Punjab soil. It
should eross the bor-
der of Punjab and reach
states like Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh which are
ruled by the BJP."

"Over 700 new organ-
isations have come up in
the country and many of
them speak the language
of the government,” he
said.

The farmer leaders
also blamed the Centre
for the deadlock and
asked it to hold talks

with the protesting
farmers to save the life
of Dallewal.

They rejected the draft
policy on agriculture
marketing and demand-
ed a legal guarantee to
MSP and a debt waiver
for farmers. The draft
policy is a "dangerous
version of the repealed
three black farm laws",
they said.

Rajewal alleged that
the SKM is like a wall
that stands against the
implementation of cor-
porate policies, referring
1o the draft policy on ag-
riculture marketing.

"This is your fight and
farmers stand united,
Total corporatisation is
taking place and people
will not tolerate it," he
asserted.

Referring to Dallewal's
indefinite fast and on-
going protest, Rajewal
said, "He is our own and
the SKM is with him".

Another SKM leader
Harinder Singh Lak-
howal lashed out at the
Centre over the issue of
the draft policy, alleging
the government was try-
ing to "break" the mandi
system with its imple-
mentation.

He also targeted the
AAP government for not
calling a session of the
Vidhan Sabha for reject-
ing the draft policy.

Punjab

Police bust
Pakistan-
based weapon
smuggling

racket
Chandigarh:

Punjab  Police on

Thursday claimed to

have busted a Paki-
stan-backed  weapon
smuggling racket al-
legedly operated by
absconding smuggler
Manjot  Singh alias
Mannu from Dubai,
with the arrest of an
operative.

Director General of
Police (DGP) Punjab
Gaurav Yadav said the
arrested operative had
been identified as Gur-
preet Singh alias Kaka,
from Havellian village
in Tarn Taran, current-
Iy residing at Saidpur
village, Amritsar Rural.

Police seized three
sophisticated  pistols
-- two 9MM Glock and
one .30 bore China-na-
de pistol -- along with
four cartridges, the of-
ficer said.

Based on a tip-off
about Manjot, an In-
dian national based
in  Dubai, operating
a  weapon-smuggling
network via Pakistan
with the help of his
associates in India,
the counter-intelli-
gence team in Amritsar
launched an operation,
he said.

Punjab is best for business and
Industrial excellence: Punjab Min Sond

Komal Ramala
___Chandigarh:
While addressing the
audience at the Interna-
tional Trade Promotion
Couneil of India (TPCI)'s
flagship food trade show,
Indusfood, held in Noi-
da, Punjab’s Minister for
Tourism, Cultural Affairs,
Industry & Commerce,
and Investment Promo-
tion, Tarunpreet Singh
Sond, extended an open
invitation to CEOs and
Jegates from national
and  international com-
panies to visit Punjab, He
emphasized that Punjab
offers an ideal environ-
ment for business and
Highlighting the
peaceful, prosperous,
and inclusive atmos-
phere of Punjab, Minis-
ter Sond described the
state as an unparalleled
destination  for busi-
nesses and industries
to thrive. He stated that
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann
and his team are work-
ing diligently and with
utmost commitment to
boost the state’s indus-

trial growth.

Indusfood witnessed
participation
nearly 3,500
tors from 105 countries,
representing the global
food industry. As the
Chief Guest, Minis-
ter Sond honored the
CEOs and delegates of
renowned companies
and expressed his satis-
faction at the opportu-
nity to showease Pun-
jab’s industry-friendly
policies to global busi-
ness leaders under one
roof.

While addressing the
representatives of var-

ious companies, Sond
announced that the
Punjab  Government
plans to organize an
International Food
Festival in Punjab this
November. This event
will invite internation-
al companies working
in the food and allied
sectors to participate
and explore investment
opportunities.

The minister also
shared insights into
Punjab’s pro-business
initiatives,  ineluding
the single-window sys-
tem facilitated by In-
vest Punjab to ease in-

vestment processes, He
assured complete sup-
port and assistance to
investors, emphasizing
the government’s com-
mitment to fostering
industrial development.

Sond stressed that
CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann’s vision is to ele-
vate Punjab’s food sec-
tor to a global level. To
achieve this, the Punjab
Government is making
concerted efforts to es-
tablish state brands like
Verka, Sohna, and Five
Rivers on international
platforms. He noted the
growing global demand
for Punjab’s products,
which reflects the sue-
cess of these initiatives.

Minister Sond held
separate meetings
with representatives of
companies  interested
in investing in Punjab.
He also congratulated
TPCI Chairman Mohit
Singla for organizing
the international food
trade show and sug-
gested establishing a
TPCI Punjab chapter
to further strengthen
trade ties.

Chief Judicial Magistrate DLSA visited
Bal Niketan shelter home in Panchkula

Komal Ramola

Panchkula:
Ajay Kumar Ghanghas,
Chief Judicial Magistrate,
District  Legal  Servie-
es Authority Panchkula
visited a shelter home
named Bal Niketan in
Sector 2, Panchkula, to
inspect the living con-
ditions of the children
living there and to raise
their concerns. can be re-
solved.

During the visit, Mr
Ghanghas personally
interacted with the chil-
dren to understand their
well-being and identify
any problems they were
facing. The purpose of
the talks was to ensure
that children were receiv-
ing adequate care and
that their rights were pro-
tected.

The superintendent of
the shelter home told the
CJM that a child was test-
ed for tuberculosis (TB),
but the report has not
been received yet. Taking
immediate cognizance of
the matter, the CJM di-
rected the DLSA office to

contact the Chief Medical
Officer (CMO), Panchku-
la and ensure that the test
report is received at the
earliest. He also stressed
the need to speed up the
testing process.

The CJM highlight-
ed that if the test resu]t

ment of the affected
child. During inspection,
Mr. Ghanghas noticed
the presence of a handi-
capped (deaf and dumb)
child in the shelter home.
In the best interest of the
child, he issued direc-
tions to transfer the child
to a lized institu-

growth and well-being.
Furthermore, Mr
Ghanghas interacted with
the cook at the shelter
home to check the quali-
ty and type of food being
served to the children
during lunch today. He
n}so inspected the overall

is positive,
measures should be tak-
en to prevent the spread
of the disease and en-
sure the safety and treat-

tion catering to the needs
of persons with disabili-
ties so as to ensure better
care and support for his

i of the prem-
ises and expressed satis-
faction over the clean en-
vironment created in the
shelter home.
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laying the national
anthem at important
government events re-
inforces a sense of col-
lective identity, unity,
and patriotism among
citizens. It is a symbol-
ic reminder of shared
national values and
aspirations beyond re-
gional, linguistic, and
cultural  differences.
Under the Prevention
of Insults to National
Honour Act, 1971, de-
liberate insult or con-
tempt of the national
anthem is punishable
by imprisonment of up
to 3 years, a fine, or
both.

Nevertheless, the concern
about maintaining the
growth momentum has
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How right is it to create controversy
over the national anthem?

amil Nadu Gov-
ernor R.N. Ravi
walked out of the

Tamil Nadu Assembly
without delivering his
customary address. The
governor's  departure
was in protest against
the national anthem
not being played before
his scheduled address,
which he considered
necessary, Tamil Nadu
Governor R.N. Ravi
walked out of the House
without delivering the
inaugural address of the
first session of the year
in the Assembly. He said
that the national anthem
was not played before
his speech. Last year too,
he had refused to read
out his address. The
ate anthem is played
first in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly. The session
begins  with the play-
ing of the state anthem,
Tamil Thai Vaazhathu,
and finally the national
anthem. The national
anthem is played after
the governor’s address.
This practice has been
in place since July 1991,
which was started dur-
ing the Javalalithaa-led
government. Earlier, the
governor used to deliver
his address without any
national anthem. Gov-
ernor R.N. Ravi walked
out of the embly
without delivering his
address, saying that only
the state anthem was
played on his arrival and
not the national anthem,
He said it was an insult
to both the Constitution
and the national an-
them. In Nagaland, the
national anthem was
not played in the as-
sembly for decades, and
it was introduced only
in Febru 21 dur-
ing RN. Ra tenure
as governor. In Tripura,
the national anthem was
layed in the assem-
bly for the first time in
March 2018. Assemblies

Economic concerns for Modi

ECONOMY

lowing down of In-
Sdiav's GDP in the

second quarter of
the current financial
vear during July-Sep-
tember 2024 to 5.4 per
cent, which was a sev-
en-quarter low, has
raised a serious con-
cern about maintain-
ing growth momentum
of the country in 2025,
India’s Chief Econom-
ic Advisor, V Anantha
Nageswaran has termed

started haunﬂruwemhe the latest GDP growth
Prime Minister figures “disappointing”.
Union Minister of Fi-

Modi, who met eminent
economists and sectoral
experts on December 24,
as the preparation of the
Union Budget 2025-26 is
underway, that has just
become challenging with
special reference to better
“public expenditure” on
which Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
has pinned her hope. She
has already concluded her
pre-budget consultations
with key stakeholders,
incdluding economists and
representatives of indus-
try and trade unions.

nance Nirmala Sithara-
man, however, said the
slowdown was not “sys-
temic” and with better
“public expenditure” lhn

of other states do not
follow strict protocols
for playing the national
anthem. Respecting the
national anthem has
been described as a fun-
damental duty of every
citi: However, this
does not make it com-
pulsory to sing or play it
on specific occasion:

During the President’s
address to Parliament,
the national anthem i
played when the P
dent arrives on the dais.
During the address, the
President reads out the
printed address, fol-
lowed by a second ver-
sion, if necessary, whi
read out by the Chair-
man of the Rajya Sab-
ha, After the address,
the national anthem is
pla again before the
president leaves the
hall. The Constitution
of India regarding re-
spect for the national
anthem Article 51(A)a)
under the Fundamental
Duties mandates every
citizen to abide by the
Constitution and respect
the national anthem,
the mnational flag, and
other national symbols.
Home Ministry orders
specify the oceasions
when the national an-
them should be played,

loss will be ¢
in the third quarte'r.

Nevertheless, the con-
cern about maintaining
the growth momentum
has started haunting
even the Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, who
met eminent economists
and sectoral experts
on December 24, as
the preparation of the
Union Budget 2025-26
underway, that has
just become challeng-
ing with special refer-
ence to better “public
expenditure” on which
U Finance Minis-
rmala Sitharaman
as pinned her hope.
She has already con-
cluded her pre-budget
consultations with key
stakeholders, including
economists and repre-
sentatives of industry
and trade unions.

The Prime Minister
chaired the meeting with
eminent economis
and sectoral experts at
ITI Aayog. The chief
sues that figured dur-
ing the interaction were
job creation, lmpronng
farm productivity, and
mobilizing public hmcL=
Challenges  posed by

global uncer-
tainties and geopa]iiical
tensions also figured in
the meeting.

It is worth noting that
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has lowered
India's economic growth
forecast to 6.5 per cent
for the current financial
year from its earlier es-
timate of 7 per cent due
to ]()wvr-lhnn-c.“x'clod
growth in private in-
vestment and housing
demand. The Reserve
Bank of India also sig-
nificantly lowered the
growth projection for
the current fiscal vear to
6.6 per cent from its ear-
lier estimate of 7.2 per
cent. IMF forecast for
India’s GDP growth in
2025 is 6.5 per cent.

All the economic data
of 2024 and the global
factors including trade
wir among nations and
the threatened tariff in-
crease by the president
elect of A Donald
Trump, are indicative of

such as during civil and
military investitures,

parades, the arri .jl/
departure of the Presi-
dent or Governor, and
ceremonial state cere-
monies. What has been
5P pd about playing
thc national anthem on
special occasions? The
national anthem should
be played in full. Dur-
ing civil and military
investitures, When the
national salute is given
to the President or Gov-
ernor. During parades,
hoisting of the national
flag or regimental color
presentations.  When
the President arrives or
leaves from ceremonial
state ceremonies. Before
and after the President’s
address to the nation on
Al India Radio. Courts
have observed that the
national anthem  de-
serves respect, but its
singing or pla; is not
compulsory on all occa-
sions unless explicitly
specified. For example,
during cinema ¢creen-
ings, the Supreme Court
has ruled that playing
the national anthem
is not compulsory but
should be encouraged.

Under the Prevention
of Insults to National
Honour Act, 1971, in-

Quarter second slow-
down of GDP has con-
firmed the fears of India
on the track of losing
its growth momentum.
Wages are falling, prof-
its of the companies
are declining, and the
inflation has been stub-
bornly high. All these
compelled the RBI to
keep interest rates un-
changed for nearly two
years, since it felt that
rate cut could be “very
risky” as the former
Governor aktikanta
Das has reiterated.

@
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Slump in GDP growth
rate during July-Sep-
tember months was dis-
appointing for various
reasons, including a
sharp fall in the manu-
facturing sector which
came down from 7 per
cent in the previous
quarter to just 2.2 per
cent. Service sector had
also seen slower growth
compared to e:
pm_'[(-('\ ions though s
robust. Mining sector
output also_contrac

Ily. Private con-

ed

the i ding challeng-
es and difficulties before
the Indian economy in
2025.

sumption expenditure
was down from 7.4 per
cent to 6 per cent com-
pared to the first quarter.

tentional insult or con-
tempt of the national
anthem is punishable
with imprisonment of
up to 3 years, a fine, or
both. Not playing or
singing the national an-
them 1s not punishable
unless it is a deliberate
disrespect. In 2019, the
Madras High Court dis-
missed a petition seek-
ing punishment for not
playing the national an-
them at an official func-
tion, citing a lack of legal
mandate to enforce its
singing or playing on all
occasions, Mass singing
is required on occasions
such as hoisting the na-
tional flag. Any cultural
or ceremonial function
(other than a parade).
Arrival and departure of
the president at govern-
ment or public functions.
Isn’t playing the nation-
al anthem mandatory
at official functions?
For example, during a
function held in Ma-
durai in 2019 attended
by the Prime Minister,
Tamil Nadu Governor,
and Chief Minister, the
national anthem was
not plaved. The Madras
High Court dismissed a
petition qeelung punish-
ment for not playing the
national nnéwm. The
court said that the use of

The problems do not
end here. Apart from the
ker demand, growth
in investment also lost
its steam, primarily be-
cause the government’s
planned capital expend-
iture slowed down. In-
flation, with elevated
food prices, is hovering
around 6 per cent im-
pacting the household
expenditure.

Minister of Fi-
irmala Sithara-
ndicated about
a “better public expend-
iture” for which funding
will be a difficult task
in the Union Budget
2025-26, which she is
expected to table in the
parliament on February
1. Experts have called
for a significant increase
in infrastructure spend-
ing, to the tune of 30
per cent more from the
Rs11.1 lakh crore capex
allocated for the current
financial year,

1t should be noted that
the government was
unable to use the capex
allocation in the past
and hence it had raised
the allocation for the
current financial year

the national anthem was
customary and not man-
dated by law.

Playing the national
anthem at important
government events re-
inforces a sense of col-
lective identity, unity,
and patriotism among
citizens. It is a symbolic
reminder of shared na-
tional values and as
rations beyond regional,
linguistic, and cultural
differences.

Maoking the nation-
al :mlhem eompulsory
with
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‘\mcle 51{A)a) of the
Constitution, which en-
shrines the fundamen-
tal duty of every citizen
to respect the national
anthem. Its inclusion
in major events under-
lines the importance
of respecting national
symbols and promoting
a culture of respect and
accountability in pub-
lic life. The government
should issue clear and
consistent guidelines for
playing the national an-
them at official events to
avoid confusion and en-
sure uniformity across
states and institutions.
Promote awareness and
respect, run awareness
campaigns stressing
the importance of the
national anthem as a
unifying symbol, and
promote voluntary re-
spect and participation
without compulsion or
controversy.

About the Author

(Priyanka Saurabh,
Rasearch Scholar in
Polltical Science,
Poetess, Independent
Jourraiist and
columnist)

Govt

by merely 10 per cent.
There has been overall
deceleration of the gov-
ernment spending lead-
ing to slowdown of GDP
growth rate.

All these indicate that
the greatest challenge
for the Indian economy
at this time is to main-
tain its growth momen-
tum, which will be de-
pendent chiefly on such
provisions in the Union
Budget 2025-26, that
can fund the economic
growth through public
funding, since there is
not much hope from the
private investments,

Good monsoon this
year has generated some
hope for the agriculture,
but the government
need to urgently address
the agrarian sector crisis.
It also needs to focus on
the manufacturing sec-
tor which has performed
very badly. Consump-
tion and demand have
been sluggish, but re-
versing this trend would
need money to be placed
in_the hands of house-
holds, through various
social sector schemes,
ing tax reliefs,
significantly increasing
public expenditure
creation of large number
of jobs.

However, overcoming
the economic challenges
in 2025 would much de-
pend on how the Union
Budget 2025-26 tackles
the current problems
and takes pre-emptive
steps against the expect-
ed impact of global un-
and threats
n economy.
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

BEING HAPPY

Everyday we learn some
tips to be happy and
every day we generate
some reasons to be sad.
Every day we take some
oath to improve and
every day we fall into
some new bad habits.
Every day we explore
some new ways and
every day we lose some
found enes. We may not
be responsible how our
life is, but we are cer-
tainly responsible how it
going to be. Business
15 a \\;.\V to (‘\tlhll)gﬁ
and love is a way to give.
When we exchange we
are happy because this
SEIVes our purposes ﬂﬂ(l
we lose nothing. In love,
giving gives us happi-
ness because the one
who gives becomes hap-
py by giving and the one
whao receives gets things
without expecting. So
either we do business or
we do love both make

When we

no place in love nor in
business because  in
Help, the subset of help
is gratitude and grati-
tude neither serves in
business nor in love,

The beautiful difference

between business and
love is that in business
we know the price of the
things and can pay it off
but in love nothing has
a price tag, and even if
you put a price tag in
love, it can vary like an-
ything. In love the price
of things while you fall
in love, while you are
in love and while you
are getting out of love
are different in all the
stages. Also, in business,
the price is generic how-
ever, in love the price i
individual. In bus
the products are exam-
ined with ISI mark to
ensure their qual
love quality is
being in it. I eSS
you possess things 100%

<5 in love when you pay for it, in
and love in busi- love things are never
ness they make Can  never possess
us sad. Help 100% of anything
is mnot love, even when you
help is also have paid 100
not  busi- times for it. In
ness, Help 4 ), business  a
is  help. “ Swvioounm muwuwwn  good proba-
Help has bility works,
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India and USA united in fight against
terrorism, says US ambassador

Mumbai
S ambassador to
India Eric
Garcetti on
Thursday said In-
dia and America are united
in the fight against terrorism,
and expressed satisfaction
over the “increased” intelli-
gence sharing and coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries to bring perpetrators to
Jjustice.

The American Dream and
the Indian Dream are flip
sides of the same coin, he
said, adding that the rela-
tionship between the two
countries was “multiplica-
tive” and that they have re-
sponsibility beyond their
borders.

Addressinga gathering on
‘Peace and the role of the US
- India defence and securi-
ty parinership’ here, Garcetti
said many innocent lives
were being snuffed out due
to terrorism.

“Both the countries face
the threat from terror or-
ganisations like Lashkar,
Jaish, ISIS. These terror out-
fits operate across borders
and we must meet this threat
together. Our collaboration
extends beyond fighting ter-
rorism but we must also see
how we can de-radicalise

e ¥ he i

“We have to invest in op-
portunities in some of our
poorest areas. We have to
reach out to communities
who feel they are on the
brink and ensure those who

threaten peace and stability
face accountability. Peace is
linked to prosperity,” he said.

India and the USA are
united in the fight against
terrorism. There is inereased
intelligence sharing and co-
operation between the two
countries to bring perpetra-
tors to justice, he added.

Violence occurs if there
is no prosperity and jobs,
Garcetti said, stressing the
need to build economic
pathways.

History can be brought
back to life again, like the
Silk Route and the Spice
Route, he said

“The India-Middle East-
Europe Econamic Corridor
(IMEC) will link nations in
Saudi, Mediterranean and go

Govt busy looting
people by imposing GST
on essential items: Cong

New Delhi

The Congress on Thursday
accused the BIP-led NDA
government at the Centre of
looting people by imposing
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) even on essential
items.

Attacking the ruling dis-
pensation, Congress gener-
al secretary in-charge of
Communieations Jairam
Ramesh said, *We are con-
tinuously raising the issue
that the income of peaple in
the country is not increasing
and inflation is continuous-
ly skyrocketing."

“Retail inflation is already
at a 14-month high. Now
items used everyday like
soap and shampoo are going
to become more expensive,”
hewrote on X. Ramesh, who
isthe Congress MP in Rajya

10,000 special
guests to attend
Republic Day
celebrations at
Kartavya Path

New Delhi

Centre has extended in-
vitations to approximately
10,000 special guests to at-
tend the 76th Republic Day
Parade on January 26 at
Kartavya Path here.

These invitees represent
a wide spectrum of back-
grounds, including top per-
formers in various fields
and individuals who have
made the best use of gov-
ernment schemes, a state-
ment by the Ministry of
Defence said on Thursday.

These guests are engaged
in commendable efforts re-
lated to income generation,
employment creation, and
environmental protection
through Self Help Groups
(SHGs). These SHGs, which
work on critieal areassuch
as food, nutrition, health,
water sanitation, hygiene,
Panchayati Raj Institutions,
and gender activities, have
been selected. Special pref-
erence was given to SHG
members who have not pre-
viously visited Delh, it said.

Sabha, along with his post
also shared a report which
claimed that soon the prices
of soap and shampoo would
become expensive.

He asserted the govern-
ment should have taken
steps to control inflation on
a priority basis, but instead
of giving relief, it is busy
looting people by imposing
GST on essential commodi-
ties.

“For how long will the
people continue to struggle
with the effects of inflation
2" Ramesh questioned.

It may be mentioned that
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge earlier said the
BJP government created
“economic turmoil”, lead-
ing to a mess in the lives of
the common people.

all the way to Europe. The
conflict in the Middle East
has put a pause, but the
planning continues. T would
encourage the USA and [n-
dia, our Gulf partners and
otherstosee IMEC as one of
the greatest things we can
work on in our lifetime, " he
said. The US b !

26/1 attacks. It was here
where the bravery of the
country was shown,” he said.

According to Garcetti, dis-
cussion about Indo-US ties
is not about sharing com-
mon goals, but how we get to
those common goals which
require principles that we ar-
ticulate, that

described Mumbai as an “in-
credible industrial hub” that
is rich with ideas and filled
with people who are always
looking at tomorrow diffir-
ently from today.

He said the Taj Hotel in
Mumbai was a sacred
ground and an iconic hotel
that was attacked by terror-
ists on November 26, 2008.

“We are commemorating
the 16th anniversary of the

we build and practice of get-
ting to know how we operate
together.

“Our relationship is not
additive but multiplica-
tive...developing vaceines,
international trade. We
aren’t countries that just
think what is best for us and
our people, but also about
the world and how the im-
pact of what we do, whether
militarily, in terms of health,

climate and women's em-
powerment,” he said.
“Peace is more than de-
fence. Tt is about how we
hmld a peaceful world,” he

Dxplomacv and people-
to-people contact is so crit-
ical thatwithout them all we
have is war and weaponry,
the US envoy said.

“To keep peace together,
we have to tackle transna-
tional threats — from traf-
ficking to drugs. There isa
need to build civil society
and uplift the disempow-
ered and minority commu-
nities. The two great nations.
have responsibility beyond
our borders,” he said.

Garcetti said the two coun-
tries are trusting each other
more than ever before in
defence partnership.

“We have advanced In-
dia’s emergence as a main-
tenance and repair hub for
forward deployed US navy
assets, We are developing
weapons together, (carry-
ing out) research and devel-
opment and co-producing
more. US defence exportsto
India have grown from near
zeroin 2008 to over USD 25
billion in 2023. We aren't
just selling systems to India
but are making systems with
TIndia,” he said.

“The United States is In-
dia’s number one military
exercise partner and we have
expanded our joint military
exercises in scale and scope
from the mountains of Alas-

’ka to the Indian Ocean,” he
said.

The American Dream and
the Indian Dream are flip
sides of the same con and
both countries must define
technologies and emphasise
people, Garcetti said.

The two countries are
democracies based on the
idea of dignity of every hu-
man being. Democracy
thrives when everybody
thrives within it, he said.

He said the G20 summit
hosted by India last year
was the most successful one
ever held.

Paying homage to former
US president Jimmy Carter,
who passed away recently,
Garcetti said thatas the 3oth
president of the US, Carter
came to India in 1978 and
delivered a speech in Par-
liament.

“His mother came here
to Maharashira to work with
leprosy patients at the age of
68 and became a role mod-
eltoshow that service does-
n'tstop when you enter your
7th decade,” he said.

“Peace is not just some-
thing you accomplish. Peace
is something you mustbuild
every single day. President
Carter did that in public and
private life... Whether itwas
achieving Middle East peace
when few thought it was
possible or whether it was
housing for the poor through
Habitat for Humanity. He
lived his life breathing and
living peace,” he added.

Parents can be legally compelled to
offer education money to daughter: SC

New Delhi
Daughter has an indefeasi-
ble, legally enforceable and
legitimate right to secure ed-
ucational expenses from her
parents, who can be com-
pelled to provide necessary
funds within their means,
the Supreme Court recently
said.

The remarks of a bench
comprising Justices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan came
in a matrimonial dispute in
whichthe daughter of the es-
tranged couple, who was
studying in Ireland, refused
to aceept Rs 43 lakh given by
her father towards herstud-
ies as a part of the total al-
imony being paid to her
mother.

"She, being the daughter,
has an indefeasible, legally
enforeeable, lawful, and le-
gitimate right to secure edu-
cational expenses from her

parents. All that we observe
is that the daughter has a
fundamental right to pursue
hereducation, for which the
parents could be compelled
to provide necessary funds
within the limit of their fi-
nancial resources,” said the
bench's January 2 order.

The daughter of the par-
ties, it said, to maintain her
own dignity had declined to
retain the amount and asked
him totake the money back
but he refused.

The daughter was legally
entitled to the amount, the
court said.

The father was said to
have spent the money with-
outany compelling reason
indicating he was finan
ly sound to provide her with
the financial assistance to-
wards her academic pur-
suits.

“Respondent number 2

(daughter) has, thus, got a
right to retain that amount.
She need not, therefore, re-
‘tumn that amomnt either to
the appellant (mother) orto
respondent number 1 (fa-
ther), and may suitably ap-
propriate it as she may deem
fit," said the court.

The bench referred to the
settlement agreement en-
tered into by the estranged.
couple on November 28,
2024 which was also signed

the daughter.

The court said the hus-
band had agreed to paya to-
tal sum of Rs 73 lakh to his
estranged wife and daughter,
of which Rs 43 lakh was
meant for his daughter's ac-
ademic goals, and the rest for
his wife.

1t observed since the wife
had received her Rs 30 lakh
share, and the parties were
admittedly living separately

SC orders status quo on construction under
PM Awas Yojana on Abbas Ansari's land

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered status quo
on the construction of hous-
ing units under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana at a
disputed site in Lucknow's
Jiamau whose ownership is
claimed by the sons of late
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari.

In 2020, the Lucknow De-
velopment Authority had
bulldozed the bungalow that
belonged to Ansari and his
sons including Abbas Ansari.
The government plans to
build flats on the land under
the PM Awas Yojana.

An SC bench of Justices
Surya Kant and N Kotiswar
Singh took note of submis-
sion by senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Abbas
Ansari, that the plea re-
garding the possession of
land was listed before the Di-
vision Bench of Allahabad
High court repeatedly, but
no interim stay was passed.

On October 21 last year,
the top court asked the High
Court to take up the appli-
cation for interim stay for

aring as earlyas possible.

‘When the matter came up
for hearing in the SC on
Thursday, Sibal informed
the bench that despiteits or-
der, the case has not been
taken for hearing.

"Some High Courts, we
don't know what will hap-
pen. Allahabad High Court is
oneof the high courts which
one should be worrisome
about," the bench said.

While granting the status
quo on construction, the top
court bench directed the
high court to hear the mat-
ter expeditiously.

"Since we have not issued
notice and have also not ob-
tained any report from Reg-

istry of the High Court, we
are not inclined to express
any opinion as to what were
the cireumstances in which
the petitioner's writ petition
could not be taken up for
hearing by the bench,
though it was listed from
timeto time," the bench ob-
served.

Itsaid that the petitioners
have specifically stated that
the authorities have com-
menced o atplot

reversible loss to the peti-
tioners, the court observed.
"We dispose of this applica-
tion with a direction to the
authorities as well as to the
petitioners to maintain sta-
tus quo at the site till the
matter is heard by the High
Court,” it said.

According to  Abbas
Ansari, his grandfather pur-
chased a share in a plot in
Jiamau and the deed was
registered on March g,
2004. The said property was
allegedly gifted by him to his
wife Rabia Begum, who then
bequeathed the same
through a registered will
dated June 28, 2017 to the
petitioner and his brother.

The plea said that the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, Dal-
ibagh, Lucknow allegedly
passed an ex parte (in their
absence) orderon August 14,
2020 declaring the plot a
government property.

ere thep

No g3 located in Village Jia-
mau, Lucknow, which they
elaim to be under their own-
ership.

1 lllu d party rights are
created it is likely to cause ir-

and his brother were dis-
possessed in August 2023.

Abbas Ansari then filed a
petition in 2023 before the
Lucknow bench of the Alla-
habad High Court.

for the last 26 years, the
bench saw no reason to not
grant of a decree of divorce
by mutual consent. "Con-
sequently, we invoke our
powers under Article 142 of
the Constitution and dis-
solve the marriage of the
parties by granting a decree
of divorce by mutual con-
sent," it held.

“The court further directed
as a result of the settlément
agreement, the parties
should not pursue any court
case against each other, and
if there was a pending case
before any forum, it should
be disposed of in terms ofthe
agreement.

"The parties shall have no
claim against each other in
future and shall abide by the
terms and conditions of the
settlement agreement, which
shall form part of this order,”
it said.

OTP feature in RTI
portal meant to protect
user privacy: Centre

Delhi
The recent introduction of
a one-time password
(OTP) feature for the RTT
portal is meant to pro-
tect user privacy, the Cen-
tre said on Thursday.
The Department of Per-
sonnel and Training
(DoPT) has examined the
concerns raised about the
functioning of the Right
to Information (RTT) por-
tal —

www.rtionline.gov.in —
and clarified that the sys-
tem is operational and ef-
fective after the intro-
duetion of a new OTP fea-
ture, an official statement
said.

The portal allows an
user to file RTI applica-
tions, appeals and to
know their status.

A comprehensive re-
view by the DoPT has
confirmed that the por-
tal’s newly-implemented
features, including an en-
hanced security protocol,
are operational and user-
friendly, it said.

Responding to issues
reported by some users,
the DoPT said the OTP
feature, introduced on
January 2, 2025, has been
implemented to authen-
ticate users and protect
sensitive personal infor-
mation included in the
RTI applications.

By ensuring only au-
thorised access, the meas-
ure strengthens cyberse-
curity and aligns with best
practices, the statement
issued by the personnel
ministry said.

“Concerns were raised
about delays in receiving
OTPs. The DoPT ex-
plained that while OTPs
are promptly dispatched
from the NIC email do-
main, delays may occa-
sionally occur due to high
traffic on either NIC serv-
er or external email serv-
ices like Gmail or Yahoo,”
it said.

Importantly, OTPs do
not expire until they are
used, meaning users can
access the status of their
applications as soon as
the OTP arrives, the state-

A comprehensive
review by the
DoPT has con-
firmed that the
portal’s newly-im-
plemented fea-
tures, including an
enhanced security
protocol, are oper-
ational and user-
friendly, it said.
I
ment said.

As of January g at 10:55
am, 9,782 users have suc-
cessfully accessed their
RTI status using the new
system, underscoring its
reliability, the statement
added

As per the latest fea-
ture, an OTP is generated
by the system to an ap-
plicant’s email for ac-
cessing the status of RTT
applications filed by him
or her.

“Some users also eriti-
cised the additional step
as complicating the
process. The DoPT reit-
erated that the measure is
vital for protecting user

tem has been tested ﬂ]()l -
oughly to ensure smooth
functioning,” the state-
ment said.

On complaints of inac-
cessible helpline services,
the department con-
firmed that users can
reach out to the RTI help
desk at o11-24622461
during regular office
hours (Monday to Friday,
9 am to 5:30 pm, except
public holidays) for
prompt assistance.

“The DoPT reassured
citizens that it remains
committed to trans-
parency, accessibility, and
user satisfaction, with on-
going monitoring of the
RTI portal to maintain
its efficiency. The recent
updates are part of the
government’s broader ini-
tiative to enhance digital
services while safeguard-
ing the rights of citizens
under the RTT Act,” it
added.

Chief of the Army Staff visits
NCC Republic Day Camp 2025

Staff Reporter

NewDelhi
Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS) General Upendra
Duwivedi visited the NCC Re-
publie Day Parade Camp at
Delhi Cantt. on Thursday
January 09, 2025.

In his address, he en-
couraged the cadets to con-
tinue striving for excellence
and emphasiced on the fact
that serving the nation goes
beyond the Armed Forces,
Healso stated that the foun-
dation laid by NCC equips
them for leadership roles in
every field.

The COAS also com-
mended the NCC's selfless
efforts in the service and
national building.

He lauded the cadets for
their active participation in
a number of community
programmes, blood dona-
tion campaigns, environ-
mental conservation initia-
tives and social awareness
activities.

The Chief of the Army
Staff while remembering his
own cadet days, threw light
upon the fact that the cadets
of today will play avery cru-

cial role towards Viksit
Bharat.

General Upendra Dwive-
diconcluded hisaddress by
wishing the cadets successin
all their future endeavours,
reinforcing the importance
of their roles as the future
leaders of a prosperous and
strong India. In the end, he
quoted Late General Bipin
Rawat, the first Chiefof De-
fence Staff, “silently carve
out your identity, for the
winds will sing your praise”.

As part of the programme,
the Chief of the Army Staff
reviewed the Guard of Ho-
nour consisting of contin-
gents of Army, Navy, Air
Force and girl cadets. He

witnessed a band perform-
ance by the Government
High School, Mizoram. Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi also
appreciated the efforts made
by the cadets in prepara-
tion of the theme based Flag
Ared depicting social aware-
rograms and com-
v development cam-
paigns. NCC cadets show-
cased their skill of model
building in both static and
functional ship models. The
cadets also put up a small
cultural program showcas-
ing their culture and com-
mitment to ‘Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat' through
musie, voeal & demonstra-
tive art performance.




Too many
power centres
in Rajasthan
govt causing
confusion: Pilot

Jaipur:
Congress leader Sachin
Pilot on Thursday said
people of Rajasthan
are suffering due to the
confusion caused by too
many power centres in
the state’s BJP govern-

ment.

He claimed. that the
BJP ministers and the
state government often
give conflicting state-
ments and there is no
clear policy.

“People are suffering
due to too many power
centres in the BJP gov-
ernment of the state,
Ministers in the govern-
ment say something and
the government says
something else,” Pilot
told rq]mrters here.

Ilighlighting the issue
of the sub-inspector re-
cruitment  exam-2021,
Pilot said the govern-
ment is completely con-
fused as its ministers
say that they will get the
exam cancelled whereas
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CM Dhami says UCC to be implemented this
month; vows action on ‘land jihad’, ‘spit jihad’

Bareilly:

“ttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami on

Thursday  highlighted
the wvarious initiatives
undertaken in the state,
reaffirming the imple-
mentation of the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC)
in the “Devbhoomi” this
month.

Uttarakhand is the
first state in the country
to have UCC Act, which
seeks to establish a uni-
form and an equal set of
rules on marriage, di-
vorce, succession and in-
heritance for all citizens
in the state, except the
Scheduled Tribes (STs),
irrespective of religion.

It makes registration
of all marriages and live-

khand continues to see
an increasing influx of
and tourists

in relationships manda-
tory.
“We have formulat-

ed the Uniform Civil
Code law in Devbhoomi
Uttarakhand. This is
the state’s first honour
and will be implement-
ed within this month,”
Dhami said during the

lhe gov denies

tion of the 29th

The people are suffer-
ing due to the deadleck
within the government.
There should be a clear
policy. It has been so
many months since this
has been going on, he
said.

“Whether it is the SI
recruitment or other ex-
aminations, the state of
uncertainty and indeci-
sion in it creates confu-
sion among the public,”
he said.

Pilot said there is re-
sentment among the
people of the state due
to the decisions taken
by the BJP government
in the last year. He said
that Congress will raise
the issue related to the
people in the Assembly
and seek a reply from
the government.

Gogoi flays
Assam CM’s
wealth surge,
calls for GST
reforms

Guwahati:
Congress MP Gaurav
Gogoi  on  Thursday
accused Assam  Chief
Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma of amassing
wealth while the state's
development  remains
stagnant.

Speaking at a press
conference in Jorhat, he
highlighted state’s poor
standing in the Human
Development Index
(HDI), ranked 31st in
the country, juxtaposed
against Sarma’s position
as the oth richest Chief
Minister in India.

“While Assam strug-
gles at the bottom of the
HDI rankings, our Chief
Minister has managed
to secure the gth spot
among India’s wealth-
iest CMs. At this rate,
he could break into the
top five within a year,”
Gogoi remarked.

The Congress MP
also criticized the im-
plementation of the
Goods and Services
Tax (GST), describing
the current regime
as “draconian” and
burdensome for the
poor and middle class.
“Rising prices and un-
employment are caus-
ing immense hardship
to the people of Assam,”
he said in a social me-
dia post, attributing
these challenges to the
“mismanagement”  of
the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment.

(:ugm highlighted his
party’s proposed solu-
tion—a simplified GST
2.0 system outlined in
their Nyay Patra 2024.
This revised framework,
he claimed, would rec-
tify the flaws in the eur-
rent GST system and
provide relhef to the
common people.

Uttarayani Mela in Ba-
reilly.

He compared the UCC
to India’s sacred rivers
such as Sharda, Ganga,
Saraswati and Kaveri,
stating that just as they
sustain life across the
country, the UCC will
work similarly.

Regarding the state's
tourism and infrastruc-
ture initiatives, Dhami
said, “In Haridwar and
Rishikesh, we are plan-
ning to develop the Gan-
ga Corridor. Work on a
corridor along the Shar-
da River has also begun.”

He added that Uttara-

which would be bol-
stered by the reconstruc-
tion efforts in Kedarnath
and the master plan
underway at Badrinath
Dham.

Dhami  also an-
nounced beautification
and restoration efforts
for temples in the Ku-
maon region and devel-
opment at Purnagiri.

“It gives me immense
joy that more devotees
from Uttar Pradesh visit
Purnagiri. We are creat-
ing the Sharda Corridor,
which will enhance the
ghats and beautify the
area,” he said.

The chief minister
expressed hope for Ut-
tarakhand ~ becoming
a hub for destination
weddings and tourism,
emphasising the state’s
growing reputation.

“Handicratt products
from Uttarakhand are
gaining recognition

Digital centres to assist
visitors with lost items and
ghat details at Mahakumbh

Mahakumbh Nagar:
The Uttar Pradesh Police
has established 10 state-
of-the-art d.ig.ilal ‘Khoya-
Paya Kendra' across the
Mahakumbh area to en-
sure the safety and con-
venience of millions of
devotees,

These  centres are
equipped  with  state-
of-the-art facilities, in-

cluding  waiting rooms
and medical rooms for
providing immediate as-
sistance to devotees. To
ensure the comfort of
families, a separate re-
freshment area has been
arranged for women and
children.

Additionally, all centres
have 55-inch LED sereens
connected to a public ad-
dress system, which will
display live updates on
lost and found persons
and items. The centres

will also provide essen-
tial information on ghat
arrangements and routes
related to Mahakumbh.

To manage the large
influx of devotees, Addi-
tional Director General
(ADG), Prayagraj Zone,
Bhanu Bhaskar empha-
sised here on Thursday
that every measure is
being taken to ensure a
smooth  experience for
pilgrims. He added that
ten computerised ‘Khoya-
Paya Kendra' have been
established across the
Mahakumbh area.

The main model centre,
situated at the western
end of the Sangam Re-
turn Route, will be staffed
with five employees on
regular days and nine
during peak bathing festi-
vals to manage the crowd
effectively and ensure
smooth operations.

among  multinational
companies and women
in the state are doing ex-
cellent work. Over one
lakh women in Uttara-
khand are now earning a
substantial income. We
will provide them with
interest-free loans,” he
said.

On governance and
security, Dhami shared
progress on several legal
reforms, including the
anti-conversion law, the
introduction of anti-riot
Tlegislation and meas-
ures to counter exam
malpractice,

We have taken strong
steps by enacting an an-
ti-riot law. Any damages
caused during riots will
be recovered from the
perpetrators,

“Similarly, with our
anti-cheating law, over
100 individuals involved
in exam malpractice
have been jailed. This
ensures fair opportuni-
ties for deserving candi-
dates,” he added.Dhami

mentioned  initiatives
to combat “land jihad”,
stating that 5,000 acres

of encroached land have
been freed.
He also discussed

tackling issues like “spit
jihad” with new laws to
maintain public order,

Looking ahead, the
chief  minister  an-
nounced that the 28th
National Games would
commence on January
28 in Uttarakhand, with
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi set to inaugu-
rate the event.

Earlier, Dhami inau-
gurated the 2gth Ut-
tarayani Mela where
he was accompanied by
Bareilly MP Chhatrapal
Singh ‘Gangwar, Mayor
Dr Umesh Gautam and
Cantonment MLA San-
Jjeev Aggarwal.

The three-day fair,
held at Bareilly Club
Ground, showcases Ut-
tarakhand’s culture, mu-
sic and dance, delighting
attendees with perfor-

e
Dhami likens UCC to
sacred rivers, says it
will sustain life like
Sharda, Ganga, Saras-

mances by local artists
and food stalls featuring
traditional delicacies.

The UCC has been on
the BJP's agenda nation-
ally for many years.

But the party'’s gov-
ernment in Uttarakhand
became the first to take
a concrete step towards
implementing it just be-
fore the Lok Sabha elec-
tions last year.

An expert committee
formed by Dhami and
headed by retired Su-
preme Court judge Ran-
jana Prakash Desai sub-
mitted a comprehensive
draft in four volumes to
the state government in
February 2024.

Acting on the draft, the
state government pre-
sented the Uttarakhand
Uniform Civil Code Bill
in the Assembly a few
days later and it was
passed on February 7.

The UCC Act received

President Droupadi
Murmu's approval on
March 11, making the

hill state the first in
independent India to
have a UCC Act.

A nine-member state
government-appointed
panel, chaired by for-
mer chief secretary Sin-
gh to lay down the rules
for the UCC's imple-
mentation panel, sub-
mitted its final report.

Dhami has previous-
ly said in no unclear
terms that the UCC will
be implemented in Jan-

uary.

Ayodhya gears up for Ram
Lalla consecration anniversary

Preparations are in full
swing to celebrate the
first anniversary of the
consecration of the Ram
Lalla idol at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya this
weekend,

Scheduled from Jan-
uvary 11 to 13, the cele-
brations aim to include
commoners, who were
unable to attend the his-
toric ceremony last year,
alongside around 110 in-
vited VIPs; according to
the temple trust.

A German hangar
tent has been installed
at the Angad Teela site,
capable of hosting up to
5,000 people. Common
people will have the op-
portunity to witness the
grand event, which in-
clude classical cultural
performances,  rituals,
and daily Ram Katha
discourses at the pavil-
ion and Yagnashala.

“The trust has decided
to invite common peo-
ple who could not attend
the initial consecra-
tion ceremony last year.
They will be allowed
to join all three days of
events at Angad Teela,”
said Champat Rai, the
General Secretary of the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.

The trust said that
invitation letters have

Mahakumbh to showcase transformative
Jal Jeevan Mission of Bundelkhand

Mahakumbh Nagar:
Over 40-45 crore dev-
otees from across the
globe attending Maha
Kumbh 2025 will wit-
ness the remarkable
transformation of Ut-
tar Pradesh’s villages
through the concept
of ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon'
(Clean and Water-Se-
cure Villages).

Under the visionary
guidance of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
the leadership of Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-
yanath, the Jal Jeevan
Mission has revolution-
ized water accessibility,
bringing tap water to
every household in Bun-
delkhand. This narrative
of progress showeases
Bundelkhand's journey
from despair before
2017 to its remarkable
transformation  thereaf-
ter.

Set

across 40,000

square feet, the exhibi-
tion will present a vivid
picture of a prosperous
Uttar lesh,  high-
lighting atives such
as PM Awas, CM Awas,
gram panchayat devel-
opment, and village so-
lar energy adoption. The
government aims to em-
phasize the state's new
and inspiring identity
through the exhibition.A
digital corner will also

n
information about thE!I‘
villages' water, taps, and
supply status. Under the
Yogi government, the
Rural Water Supply and
Namami Gange Depart-
ment has created tl

‘Swachh Sujal Gaon® to
be showeased from Jan-
uary 10 to February 26,

2035,
Themed “Solution to
Drinking Water: New

Identity of My Village,”
the initiative highlights
how Bundelkhand, once
synonymous with water
scarcity, now stands as
symbol of success in
resolving drinking water
crisis.

The 47-day event will
feature numerous pro-
grams, offering a plat-
form for rural women of
Bundelkhand to share
their stories of change.
These include life-alter-
ing experiences such as
villages in Banda, Jhansi,
and Chitrakoot now wit-
nessing weddings, which
were previously impossi-
ble due to water shortag-
es,

Women from Lalitpur
and Mahoba will recount
how access to clean water
has improved their lives,
even addressing severe
health impacts like hair
loss caused by earrying
heavy water loads.

STF to combat drug trafflckmg in Himachal Pradesh
HP Cabinet pays tributes
o Dr Manmohan Singh

* H.P. Cabinet
Decisions
Sushil Kumar Sharma
a:

The State Cabinet, in
its meeting held here

on Thursday under
the Chairmanship of
Chief Minister Thakur

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
approved the establish-
ment of a Special Task
Force to combat drug
abuse and dismantle drug
trafficking and organized
crime networks in the
state through a compre-
hensive,  multi-faceted
approach.

Additionally, the Cabi-
net has decided to prom-
ulgate an ordinance to
amend Schedule 1A of the
Indian Stamp Act, 1899.
This amendment will en-
able the levy of a uniform
stamp duty rate of 12 per-
cent on transfer and lease
transactions secured un-
der Section 118(2)(H) of
the Himachal Pradesh
Tenancy and Land Re-
forms Act, 1972, with pri-
orsanction from the State

Government.

The Himachal Pradesh
Cabinet also approved
the inclusion of families
in BPL list, with no adult
members between the
ages of 18 and 59, fam-
ilies headed by women,
families whose head has
a disability of 50 percent
or more, families that
worked for at least 100
days under MNREGA
in the previous financial
year, and families whose
earning members are
suffering from chronic
diseases such as cancer,
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s,
muscular dystrophy,
thalassemia, or any oth-
er condition resulting in

permanent disability.

It decided to appmve
the ban on felling of trees
except Safeda, Poplarand
Bamboo while felling of
khair for sale in accord-
ance with ten years pro-

gramme.
The Cabinet approved
the  guidelines  for

‘Sarkar Gaon Ke Dwar'
Programme to redress
the grievances of com-
mon man residing in re-
mote and hard areas of
the State.

The Cabinet reiter-
ated its request to the
Government of India to
adopt the 90:10 funding
formula for the pow-
er of the

Kishau  Multipurpose
Project, similar to the
formula adopted for the
water component. Al
ternatively, it propos
providing a 50-year in-
terest-free loan for the
entire amount payable
by the State Govern-
ment for the power com-
ponent under the In-
ter-State Agreement.

In addition, the Cab-
inet has decided to dele-
gate the mandate for the
allotment and monitoring
of hydro and solar power
projects above 5 MW, as
well as Green Hydrogen,
Biomass, and Pumped
Storage Projects, to the
D of Energy.

_Shimla:

The 1P Cabinet paid
rich tributes to for-
mer Prime Minister
Dr. Manmohan Singh
and observed two min-
utes of silence in his
memory. The Cabinet
acknowledged his sig-
nificant contributions
to the nation and to
Himachal Pradesh’s de-
velopment. The Him-
achal Pradesh Cabinet
gave its nod to rename
Himachal Pradesh In-
stitute of Public Ad-
ministration (HIPA) as
Dr. Manmohan Singh
Himachal Pradesh In-
stitute of Public Ad-
ministration.

The Cabinet noted
that several key pro-
jeets in the state were
realized due to Dr. Sin-
gh's vision and support.
These include the Atal
Tunnel, three medical
colleges, the ESIC Hos-

pital at Ner Chowk, IIT
Mandi, IIT Una, the
Central Lmversnt), and
the National Institute
of Fashion Technology
(NIFT) in Kangra.

It was also men-
tioned that Dr. Man-
mohan Singh's tenure
as Prime Minister and
Union Finance Min-
ister was transform-
ative. 1is initiatives
such as the Right to
Information Act, Right
to Education Act, MN-
REGA, the Food Secu-
rity Act, introduction of
Aadhaar, Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT), and
the historic loan waiv-
er for 72 lakh farmers
were highlighted as
milestones, The In-
do-US Nuclear Deal
during his Prime Min-
istership was hailed as
a strategic achievement
with lasting benefits for
India.

been  distributed to
guests, including the
110 VIPs, many of whom
missed the original pran
pratishtha  ceremony
on January 22, 2024.
“Those unable to attend
last year will be included
in this anniversary cele-
bration,” Rai added.

The daily schedule
features Ram Katha ses-
sions starting at 2 pm,
followed by discourses
onthe Ramcharitmanas
(manas pravachan) and
cultural  performanc-
es. Prasad distribution
is planned for each
morning, ensuring that
attendees enjoy a devo-
tional and spiritual ex-
perience.

Decorations at the
Yagna site and prepa-
rations for the festival
are nearing completion,
according to the temple
trust’s media office.
The pavilion and Ya-
gnashala will serve as
key venues for these
festivities, providing a
rare opportunity for the
public to be part of the
ongoing celebrations.
Earlier on January
5. a government press
note stated that Chief
Minister Yogi  Adit-
yanath will perform the
Ram Lalla ‘abhishek’ at
the temple here on Jan-
nary 11.

Awareness

camp organized

to make women

& adolescents

aware during

menstruation

Rajan Punchhi

Mandi:

With the aim of making
women and adolescents
aware during menstru-
ation, a one-day aware-
ness camp was organ-
ized under the ‘Woh
Din’ scheme in Govern-
ment Senior Secondary
School Gwalpur, courte-
sy of Child Development
Project Karsog. Child
Development  Project
Officer Karsog  Vipa-
sha Bhatia attended the
camp as the chief guest,
School girls were made
aware about menstrual
hygiene in the camp,

Child  Development
Project Officer Vipasha
Bhatia said that the aim
of the ‘Woh Din’ scheme
is to make women and
adolescents aware about
hygiene during men-
struation.

She said that menstru-
ation is a subject which
is not talked about
openly in our society
even today, due to which
women and adolescents
have to face many prob-
lems during menstrua-
tion. While making the
school girls present in
the camp aware about
this, she said that one
should take bath every
day during menstrua-
tion. Hands should be
thoroughly cleaned with
soap before and after
using napkins and one
napkin should be used
only once.

She said that during
menstruation  women
should take care of prop-
erdietand eat nutritious
food so that diseases like
anemia can be prevent-
ed. Apart from this, She
also provided informa-
tion about Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao Yojana.

Slogan writing, speech
and painting competi-
tions were also organ-
ized for the school stu-
dents in the camp, in
which children partici-
pated enthusiastically.
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srilankajails (JK Jaunches ‘world’s first’ sanctions
to crack down on illegal mlgratlon

firebrand
monk for
insulting

Islam

Colombo:
A Sri Lankan court jailed
a politically influential,
firebrand Buddhist monk
on Thursday, putting him
behind ban ‘for a second
time for msu]lmg Islam
and 5:ol\mg igious ha-
tred in the island nation.

Galagodaatte Gnan-
asara was sentenced on
Thursday to nine months
for his anti-Muslim re-
marks, which date to 2016.

He was previously ]mled
last year on a si
charge of disparaging Sri
Lanka's minority Muslims,
who account for just over
about 10 percent of the 22
million population.

He was on bail while
appealing that four-year
sentence,

The monk is a close
associate of former presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
who made him the head
of a panel to reform Sri
Lanka's legal system to
ensure religious harmo-
ny in 2021.

At the time, opposi-
tion lawmaker Shana-
kivan  Rasamanickam
dear.nhed Gnanasara's
appmntmentﬂs he defi-
nition of irony”.

In 2018, G

London:

TP the UK on Thurs-
day  announced
the “world’s first”

new sanctions regime
to combat people smug-
gling erime rings and
block the illicit finance
fuelling such operations
as part of measures to
crack down on illegal
migration.

The government said
the new standalone
sanctions are dedicat-
ed to targeting irregu-
lar migration and or-
ganised  immigration
crime, which will allow
the authorities to target
individuals and enti-
ties enabling dangerous
journeys.

The new sanctions
regime is expected lo
come into force with-
in the year as experts
from across government
work with law enforce-
ment and operational
Home Office colleagues
to stem finance flows
at their source and de-
ter smugglers facilitat-
ing irregular migratory
movements, including

Army airstrike on village in Myanmar has killed

was also sentenced to
six years for intimidating
the wife of a missing car-
toonist and contempt of
court, but was freed nine
months later after former
president  Maithripala
Sirisena pardoned him.

His patron Rajapaksa
was forced to step down
following months of pro-
tests over the country's
unprecedented economic
crisis in 2022 and Gnan-
asara once again fell from
grace and faced prosecu-
tom

BUSINESS

An airstrike by Myan-
mar’s army on a village
under the control of an
armed ethnic minority
group killed about 40
people and injured at
least 20 others, officials
of the group and a local
charity said Thursday.
They said hundreds of
houses burned in a fire
triggered by the bomb-

ing.

The attack occurred
Wednesday in Kyauk Ni
Maw village on Ram-
ree island, an area con-

dangerous sea crossings
across Europe,

“We must dismantle
the crime gangs facili-
tating breaches of our
borders. By crippling il-
licit finance rings allow-
ing smugglers 1o traffic
vulnerable people across
Europe, we will deliver
on our Plan for Change
and secure UK borders,”
said Prime Minister Keir
Starmer.

“That
bold

means being
and  mmovative

trolled by the ethnic
Arakan Army in western
Rakhine state, they said.
The military has not an-
nounced any attack in
the area.

The situation in the
village could not be in-
dependently confirmed,
with access to the inter-
net and cellphone ser-
vice in the area mostly
cut off.

Myanmar is wracked
by violence that began
when the army ousted
the elected government
of Aung San Sun Kyi in

in our policy making
to ensure we are leav-
ing no stone unturned.
My government will do
everylhing in our power
to save lives and protect
our borders for years to
come,” he said.

The Labour govern-
ment’s Plan for Change
is designed to reduce

dangerous small boat
crossings across  the
English Channel and

end the routine use of
asylum hotels as part of

February 2021, After the
army used lethal force
to suppress peaceful
demonstrations, many
opponents of military

r i
measures to bring down

soaring net migration,
Foreign Secretary
David Lammy laid out
the details in a speech
as he noted that it
“completely unrealistic”
to combat irregular mi-
gration without a role
for his department — the
Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office
(FCDO).Tt is an issue
which ties together the
foreign and the domestic
most acutely. IT'm proud

tule took up arms and
large parts of the coun-
try are now embroiled in
conflict.Khaing Thukha,
a spokesperson for the

to announce that the UK
is set to be the first coun-
try in the world to devel-
op legislation for a new
sanctions regime speclﬂ
ically targeting irre
migration and organised
immigration crime.

This will help to pre-
vent, combat, deter and
disrupt irregular migra-
tion and the smuggling
of migrants into the
UK,” said Lammy.

The FCDO said it also
expects to collaborate
closely with internation-
al allies to combat peo-
ple smugglers, including
hosting the Calais Group
which brings together
ministers from France,
Belgium and the Nether-
lands alongside Europe-
an Union (EU) agencies.

UK Home Secretary
Yvette Cooper add-
ed: “Since coming into
power, we have taken
swift and robust action
to smash the gangs,
working with interna-
tional partners to track
down and disrupt dan-
gerous criminal net-
works.

Arakan Army, told The
Associated Press that a
jet fighter bombed the
village on Wednesday
afternoon, killing 40
civilians and  injuring
more than 20 others.

“All the dead were ci-
vilians. Among the dead
and injured are women
and children,” Khaing
Thukha said. A fire
started by the airstrike
spread through the vil-
lage, destroying more
than 500 houses, Khaing
Thukha added,

It was unelear why the

37 killed in north Syria
clashes between pro-Turkey

Paris:

Battles between Turk-
ish-backed groups. sup-
ported by air strikes, and
Kurdish-led forees killed
37 people on Thursday in
Syria's northern Manbij
region, a war monitor
said.

The latest reported
fighting comes despite
the United States saying
Wednesday that it was
working to address Tur-
key's concerns in Syria to
dissuade the NATO ally
from escalating an offen-
sive against Kurdish fight-
ers.

The Syrian Observato-
ry for Human Rights war
monitor reported “fierce
‘battles in the Manbij coun-
tryside... in the past hours
between the (Kurdish-led)
Syrian Democratic Forces
and the (Turkish-backed)
National Army fau(inns...
with Turkish air cover”.

"The attacks killed
37 people in a prelimi-
nary toll,” mostly Turk-

ish-backed combatants,
< SDF fi

British-based Observatory
with a network of sources
inside Syria.

The monitor said at

least 322 people have
been killed in fighting in
the Manbij countryside
since last month.

On chnesday Ma-
zloum Abdi, who heads
the US-backed SDF, said
his group wppormd "the

unity and lme_mtv of
bymm territory”. In a
written statement to AFP,
he called on Syria's new
authorities "to intervene
in order for there to be a
ceweﬁre throughout Syr-

Abdls comments fol-
lowed what he ecalled
a “positive” meeting be-
tween Kurdish leaders
and the Damascus au-
thorities late last month.

Turkish-backed fac-
tions in northern Syria re-
sumed their fight with the
SDF at the same time as
Islamist-led rebels were
launching an offensive on
November 27 that over-
threw bymn president
Bashar al-Assad just 1
days later,

The pro-Ankara groups
succeeded in capturing
Kurdish-held Manbij and
Tal Rifaat in northern
Aleppo province, despite
US-led efforts to establish
a truce in the Manbij area.

at least 40 people

village was targeted. The
leader of a local charity
group and independent
media also reported the
airstrike and casnalties.
The military govern-
ment has stepped up
airstrikes over the past
three years on armed
pro-demoeracy  groups
collectively known as
the People’s Defense
Force and on armed eth-
nie minority groups that
have been fighting for
decades for greater au-
tonomy. The two groups
sometimes carry out

joint operations against
the army.

Ramree, 340 kilome-
ters (210 miles) north-
west of Yangon, the
country’s largest ecity,
was captured by the
Arakan Army in March
last year.

The Arakan Army is
the well-trained and
well-armed military
wing of the Rakhine
ethnic minority move-
ment  which  seeks
autonomy from My-
anmar’s central govern-
ment,

IDFC FIRST Bank goes
live on Direct Tax

Collectlon System of CBDT

———

iﬂunqmnn-eu‘

bai

IDFC FIRST Bank an-
nounced its integration
with Income Tax Portal
to collect Direct Tax on
behalf of Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT),
Government of India.
The Bank’s customers
can now benefit from
an intuitive, hassle-free
payment experience for
paying their Direct Tax-
es, with easy access to
downloadable challans,
easy payments and in-
stant payment confirma-
tions,

The Bank’s customers
can use the user-friend-
ly Retail and Corporate
Internet Banking plat-
forms of [DFC FIRST
Bank, or pay the tax-
es at any IDFC FIRST
Bank branch using Cash,
Cheque or Demand

raft,

Speaking on the devel-
opment, Mr. Chinmay
Dhnble, Country Head —

FIRST Bank, said, “We
are a Universal Bank
and are building a com-
plete suite of products
and serviees to repre-
sent Universal Banki
Payment of Income Tz
and GST were the only
two significant servie-
es that were lacking in
our proposition. We are
delighted that with the
approval of CBDT, Gov-
ernment of India and the
RBI, we are now author-
ised to collect taxes on
behalf of CBDT, GOI.

In line with our
high-quality  internet
banking services, wi
have built customer
friendly interfaces for
ease of our customers.
We encourage our eus-
tomers to use this fa-
cility to easily pay their
Direct Taxes through
IDFC FIRST Bank’s on-
line and branch chan-
nels”.

years,

India's Organic Exports to Hit
Rs 20,000 Cr in 3 Years: Goyal

New Delhi:
ndia has the potential
Iln increase exports
of organic products
up to Rs 20,000 crore
in the next three years,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal

said on Thursday.

He said this while re-
leasing the eighth edi-
tion of National Pro-
gramme for Organic
Production (NPOP) with
new regulations aimed
at  enhancing clarity
and transparency in
organic product stand-
ards as well as aligning
with global standards.

"Currently, our or-
ganic produet exports
are at Rs 5,000-6,000
crore. In the next three
we can easi-
ly achieve Rs 20,000
crore exports, about
3-3.5 times increase
from the current level,"
Goyal said at an event
organised in partner-
ship with industry body
Ficei.

He said the global
demand for these prod-
ucts is about Rs 1 lakh
crore, which can grow
up to Rs 10 lakh crore
in the coming years, a
unique opportunity In-
dia should not miss.

India already has one
of the largest numbers of
farmers in the world un-
dertaking organic farm-

ng.
He also asked start-
ups to come out with
solutions that help in
growth of the sector.
The NPOP has un-
dergone several revi-
sions since its incep-
tion in May 2001. The
eighth edition marks
a significant update to
the regulatory frame-
work governing organic
products in India, with
the last revision occur-

ring in 2014,

Key features of the
eighth edition of NPOP
include farmer-friendly
regulations, stream-
lined certification, en-
hanced  transparency
and revamped tracea-
bility system.

The eighth edition
aims to bolster India's
organic export sector,
with an ambitious tar-
get of reaching USD 2
billion in organic food
exports by 2030.

Ministers of State
for Cooperation Kris-
han Pal Gurjar and

Murlidhar Mohol, Min-
ister of State for Com-
merce Jitin _Prasada
and Cooperation Sec-
retary Ashish Kumar
Bhutani were also pres-
ent at the event.

NPOP plays a crucial
role in enhancing the
credibility of organic
products in both na-
tional and international
markets. It ensures that
agricultural  products
labelled as "organic"
meet stringent stand-
ards, thereby protecting
consumer interests and
promoting  sustainable

The NPOP has under-
gone several revisions
since its inception in
May 2001. The eighth
edition marks a sig-
nificant update to the
regulatory framework
governing organic
products in India, with

the last re: n oc-
currini in 201 I
agricultural practices.

Tt is overseen by the
Commerce Ministry,
with the Agricultur-
al and Processed Food
Products Export Devel-
opment Authority (APE-
DA) managing its imple-
mentation.

TraceNet 2.0, an
upgraded traceability
platform of NPOP for
seamless  operations
and enhanced tools for
regulatory  oversight,
was also launched.

On the occasion, a
dedicated NPOP por-
tal was launched for
more visibility and ease
of Operations for Or-
ganic stakeholders. An
upgraded  redesigned
APEDA portal as well as
an agri exchange portal
were also unveiled.

Mahindra Democratises Premium EV Technology, Announces Top Variant Prices of BE 6 and XEV 9e

Noida/Ghaziabad:
Mahindra, at its Unlimit
India Tech Day, today,
announced the prices
for the top-end (Pack
Three) variant of its
flagship Electric Origin
SUVs—BE 6 and XEV
ge. This announcement
builds on the success of
the Unlimit India event,
which was held on No-
vember 26, 2024, where
the BE 6 and the XEV ge
were revealed.

Mahindra's vision of

democratising  premi-
um technology takes
centre stage with Pack
Three, which represents
the high-end of luxury,
cutting-edge  features,
and unmatched perfor-
mance. Catering to the
growing inclination of
customers lowards pre-
mium EVs, Mahindra
will launch Pack Three
exclusively in the first
phase for both BE 6 and
XEV ge. To make Pack
Three more accessible,

Mahindra introduces a
uniqu gram “Three
for M his program,
brought in by Mahin-
dra Finance, ensures
that Pack Three vari-
ants ean be owned at
the same monthly EMI
as Pack Onme, with a
balloon payment at the
end of six years.
Veejay Nakra, Presi-
dent, Automotive Sec-
tor, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra Ltd., and Joint
Managing Director,

Mahindra Electric Au-
tomobile Limited, said,
“The response to our
Electric Origin SUVs
has been phenomenal,
with customers show-
ing a strong inclina-
tion towards high-end
technology, and pre-
mium features. In re-
sponse, we will initiate
bookings only for the
feature-loaded  Pack
Three in 79 kWh for
both BE 6 and XEV ge
on February 14, 2025,

which is Valentine's
Day. With its 79 kWh
battery delivering over
500 km of real-world
range, customers can
be free from range
anxiety. Our vision
is to make premium
EVs mainstream, and
with our “Three for
Me” finance program
we ensure these wve-
hicles remain acces-
sible, aiming for a total
monthly target of 5000
units in Phase 1.”

India's
textile
exports
grew 7 pct

Dhar:

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Thursday
highlighted the growth
of the country's auto sec-
tor in the past few years,
during which it became
the third biggest player
in the segment, and said
the aim is to become
number one.

-our number was
seventh in the world but
we are third in the auto-
mobile sector... we sur-
passed Japan and now
our number is third,"
Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister
said while addressing
a funetion at National
Automotive Test Tracks
(NATRAX) here.

"The size of the USA
automobile sector at the
top (of the table) was Rs
78 lakh crore industry
size, while that of China
was Rs 47 lakh crore,"
Gadkari said.

"When I'took charge of
the minister. The size of
the industry was Rs 7.5
lakh crore and today its
size is Rs 22 lakh crore.
And this is the industry,
which has created 4.5
crore jobs till now -- the
highesl in the country.

"This is the automo-
bile industry, which is
giving maximum reve-
nue as a part of GST to
the state government
and Bharat Sarkar,” he
added.

The industry has max-
imum exports, Gadkari
said, adding that "our
dream is to make the In-
dian automobile indus-
try number one in the
world".

vt Gontact:
018-199941
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Look its tough and there is

“ always going to be hype
when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
isin rare company at his
age,——— Simon Katich

| think he will be the next captain:
Sunil Gavaskar on Jasprit Bumrah

Sydney
he legendary Sunil Gavaskar is
in awe of Jasprit Bumrah's
leadership qualities and reck-
ons the peerless fast bowler
mll succeed Rohit Sharma as the next

h;s estraordinary
Gavaskar Trophy.
Bumrah recently produced one of
the best-ever howling performances by
an overseas pacer in Australia and
picked 32 wickets over five Tests.
He was also captain during India's
only victory in the series, helping the
visitors to a convincing win at the
Optus Stadium in Perth in the opener.
"He could be the next man. I think
he will be the next man. Because he
leads from the front, he has got a very
good air about him, the air of a leader
but not somebody who is gaing to pres-
sure onyou,” Gavaskar aired his views
on Channel 7.
The Emmug great added, "Some-
times, you have captains who put a lot
of pressure an you. With Bumrah you

Cummins to
undergo scan on
sore ankle as
Champions
Trophy looms

play in the Border-

Sydney
An injury concern looms over Aus-
tralian skipper Pat Cummins ahead of
nextmonth's Champions Trophy with
the pacer set to undergo a scan on his
“sore ankle”, and chairman of selec-
tors George Bailey refusing to confirm
his availability for the marquee event.

Cummins has been troubled by
the ankle issue throughout the Aus-
tralian summer but managed to guide
‘his team to a 3-1 victory over India in
the marquee Border-Gavaskar Test
series recently.

Bailey did not commit whether
Cummins was a cerfainty for the
Champions Trophy, starting on Feb-
ruary 19.

"Not really sure yet, we'll have to
ind see where that scan comes
d w‘hew it's tracking,” he told
‘nine.com.au’.

Australia announced its squad for
thu two-Test away series against Sri
Lanka with several stalwarts, includ-
ing Cummins, missing from the list.
The team, made up mostly of fresh
faces, will be captained by top-order
batter Steve Smith.

“Pat's obviously on paternity leave
for the next little bit," Bailey was
quoted a saying on Thursday.

*Ihere's a little bit of work to do,
he's got a little bit of a sore ankle as
well so I think in the next week or so
he's got a s coming there and
we'll get a bit more information
around where that's at,” he added.

Bailey though expressed confidence
that pacer Josh Hazlewood, whowas
ruled out of the pink-ball Test at
Adelaide dueto a left side injury and
missed the last two games as well due
to a calf strain, would be fit for the
Champions Trophy.

“He's working really hard, and all
the news on how he's responding to
the calf injury is coming along really
well.

On Hazlewood not featuring inthe
Sri Lanka-bound squad, Ba aid,
"It was just probably a little bit tight
(for this squad) given the amount of
time he would've missed and again
looking how we potentially may strue-
ture up those loads those quicks may
be put under,

"It just worked out that unfortu-
nately for him he didn't quite get
there in time (for Sri Lanka Tests) but
really confident he should be fit and
raring to go for the Champions Tro-
phy,” added Bailey,

Wi

dowhat their job is, why they are in the
national team, but it doesn't seem to
pressurise anybody.” Bumrah has been
spearheading the Indian pace attack
for some years now and his guidance
has helped the likes of Mohammed Sir-
aj to grow as a fast bowler.

can see that, he expects the others to

"With the fast bowlers, he has been
absolutely brilliant, standing at mid-
off, mid-on and every time just being
at hand to tell them. I think he was ab-
olutely brilliant and I won't be sur-
prised if he takes over very soon."

Bumrah took his wickets at an in-
credible average of 13,06 and an even

better strike rate of 28.37 before pulling
upinjured midway through Australia’s
first innings at the SCG in the final
Test.

In Bumrah's absence, the home
team chased down 162 on the third day
to win the series 3-1.

Thelead pacer was handed the cap-
taincy in the final Test after the out-of-
form Rohit Sharma "opted out” but a
back spasm prevented Bumrah from
bowling on the crucial third day,

Bumrah destroyed Australia in
with eight wickets, grabbed six w
ets in the first innings at the Gabba,
and nearly turned the Boxing Day
Test on its head with his exploits on the
fourth afternoon at MCG

In the series decider at SCG. Bum-
rah sent back Usman Khawaja and
Marnus Labuschagne early in Aus-
tralia’s first innings but could only bowl
one over after lunch on the second day
when the game was evenly poised.

‘The Indian pacer was named the
Player of the Series for his unforget-
table performance.

Had a lot more to give to NZ cricket, am a
bit disappointed:Guptill after retirement

Auckland
Just-retired Martin Guptill reck-
ons he had a lot more to offer to
New Zealand cricket and was "dis-
appointed” with how his carcer
ended.

One of the most accomplished
white-ball players to emerge from
New Zealand, Guptill, scored 7,346
runs from 198 ODI matches with 18
hundreds and 39 fifties. The
38-year-old also competed in 122
Tzol for the Blackcaps, scoring
3,531 runs with two hundreds and
20 fifties.

Guptill last played for the Black
caps in 2022. He gave back his
contract to explore opportunities in
the various T20 leagues around the
world after it became clear that
New Zealand Cricket (NZC) wanted
to blood younger players.

He did not find place in the squad
for the 2023 World Cup in India
and went without international
cricket for two years before an-
nouncing his retirement.

"Itis what it is, and the decisions
that have been made around it.
Obviously I would have loved to
have played a lot more, I feellike I
had a lot more to give New Zealand
Cricket and the Black Caps,” Gup-
till was quoted as saying by The
New Zealand Herald on Thursday.

"I'm a little bit disappointed with
how it all ended, but I've got to
move forward and move on,” he
added.

The first New Zealander to smash
a century on his ODI debut, and also
the first to hit a double-century in

Guptill last played for the
Blackcaps in 2022. He
gave back his contract to
explore opportunities in
the various T20 leagues
around the world after it
became clear that New
Zealand Cricket (NZC)
wanted to blood younger
players.

the format during the 2015 World

Being a psychology student has helped
me alot in cricket: Pratika Rawal

__ New Delhi
it's all in the mind, an
mckﬂrrr’nnh Rawal recognised this
early in life when she decided to take up
psychology, a subject that is now: I)c]p»
ing her cement her place in thesenior
national women's team.

Pratika has emerged as a ktmng
to partner the cb

Smriti Mandhana at the top (ul](m'mg

her strong batting performances against

the West Indies on debut in the re-

three-match

Women's ODI series.

Pratika scored 40 and 76 in the first
two games at Vadodara as India, build-
ing on the opening partnership, crossed
the 300-run marktwice to dinch the se-

s her strong connect
with her subject and love for cricket
have helped in her journey to the India
team.

“Iwanted to study about that (human
mind) and when 1 started studying
about it, [ was very keen on under-
standing how we mentally process
(things) on the field and off the field.
And, it has helped me alot in ericket as
well,” said the Delhi cricketer in a
video titled ‘Pratika Rawal: Psycholo-
£y meets Cricket’ posted by BOCIon

“When I'm on the field before a
match there is a lot of positive self talk,
whatall | have to do in present and in

* i)
R o,

future, Like, when I'm batting then also
1see myself ‘you know you are the best,
you can do this’. 8o, that affirmation

s added Pratika, who
dn:udu.l to pursue psychology in Class
9.

The young ericketer, who has been
retained for the three-match ODT series
against Ireland beginning in Rajkoton
Friday, said she is committed to stud-
ies and dropped out of U1g when she
was in Class 12.

“I went to Modern School,
Barakhamba. T am a pass-out from
there. My family has always pushed me
to be excellent in academics, although
1just couldn't deny my love and passion
for cricket... so that's what I wanted to
do my whole life. T actually dropped my
Uzg when 1 was in 12th standard.

Cup quarterfinal against the West
Indies.

The cricketer, who ran out Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni at the 2019
Warld Cup, ending the In
star's international eareer,
always prided his black cap.

“One of my preudest moments
was to get a black cap, and that sits
proudly at home."

The charismatic cricketer also
added he always loved playing as an
opener. "I had the opportunity to
keep batting at five, but T wanted to
go back to the top, I've got no re-
grets, I gave ita good shot. L had so
much fun doing it."

Mandhana-led India
eye continued dominance
against Ireland

Rajkot

gh on a dominant per-
formance against the West Indies,
India under Smriti Mandhana will
look to carry forward their winning
momentum when they take on Ire-
land in the first-ever women's bi-
lateral series, with the epening ODI
scheduled here on Friday.

India had swept the West Indies 3-
© in the ODI series, following a 2-1
triumph in the T20 series. Mand-
hana emerged as the top run-scor-
er across both formats, scoring 148
runs in the ODI series, including two
half-centuries, and amassing 193
runs in the T20s, with three suc-
cessive fifties

Notahly, she scored five consecu-
tive half-centuries, only missing out
in the final ODI and Mandhana will
look to bring the same form as she
leads the team in the absence of reg-
ular eaptain Harmanpreet Kaur,
who has been rested alongside fast
bowler Renuka Singh.

With Kaur and Renuka missing,

the responsibility shifts to the rest of
the baiters, including Harleen Deol,
Pratika Rawal, and Jemimah Ro-
to step up.
s the top scorer in the ODI
series with 160 runs, including a
brifliant 115, while Rawal and Ro-
drigues also had solid outings, scor-
ing 134 and 112 runs, respectively,
with a fifty each in the ODIs.

In the bowling department, Renu-
ka's absence will be felt as she was
the le g wicket-taker with 10
wickets in the ODI series against the
West Indies.

The omus will now fall on new-
comers Titas Sadhu and Saima
Thakor to make their mark

Sadhu, 20, who has three wickets
in ODIs and 13 wickets in T2ols, will
be expected to provide early break-
throughs, having impressed with
her pace and swing in domestic and
recent international ericket. Saima,
28, will also look to continue her

good form after taking seven wick-
s in eight ODIs so far.
Vice-captain and off-spinner
Deepti Sharma will be crucial, es-
pecially after her career-best bowl-
ing performance of 6 for 31 in the
third ODI against the West Indies
Priya Mishra and Tanuja Kanwar
will play key roles in supporting
Deepti

Eyes will also be on all-rounders
Raghvi Bist and Sayali Satghare,
who have been included in the squad
for this series, Bist has the ability to
score quickly and is also a reliable
fielder. She will look to seize the op-
portunity after making her debut in
the WI'Tz20 series.

Ireland, led by Gaby Lewis with
all-rounder Orla Prendergast as her
deputy, will face a tough challenge
against India. The Irish team has
never beaten India in the 12 ODIs
) inst them, with

India w inning their last encounter in
the 2023 T20 World Cup by a nar-
row five-run margin.

However, the Irish team boasts
some quality all-rounders, with
ly to be akey play-
er. Having gained experience in
Australia and the WBBL, she will
look to bring that to the fore as Ire-
land takes on the formidable India
at home.

Squad:
India: Smriti Mandhana (C),
Deepti Sharma ( Pratika Rawal,

Harleen Deol, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Uma Chetry (wk), Richa Ghosh (wk),
Tejal F bnis, Raghvi Bist, Minnu
Mani, Priy ishra, Tanuja Kanwer,
Titas Sadhu, Saima Thakor, Sayali
Satghare.

Ireland: Gaby Lewis (C), Ava
Canning, Christina Coulter Reilly,
Alana Dalzell, Laura Delany,
Georgina Demp: arah Forbes,
Arlene Kelly, Joanna Loughran,
Aimee Maguire, Leah Paul, Orla
Prendergast, Una Raymond-Hoey,
Freva Sargent, Rebecca Stokell.

'Criticism should be based on facts

not..."

New Delhi
Indiabatter Nitish Rana has come out
in support of Gautam Gambhir amid
the criticism that the head coach is fac-
ing over the bashing that India gotat
the hands of Australia in the recently
concluded Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

After India failed to retain BGT for

the first time in 10 years with a 3-1 se-
ries defeat, fans and former crick-
heen vocal while slamming
nd management.
Gambhir has also been featuring
cadlines for India’s woeful run in the
Test format, which hasn't seen them
succeed only once in the last eight
Tests.
fter facing fire from fans, former
cricketer Manoj Tiwary
est plaver to criticise
continues to find its
moil.

Nitish, who has been with Gautam
Gambhir during their time with the
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR), backed
his former team mentor, According to
him, criticism should be based on
facts, not personal insecurities.

"Criticism should be based on facts,
not personal insecurities. Gauti
mmwn is one of the most selfless play-
ever met. He shoulders re-
5|.xlrmh|]1|\' in times of distress likeno

ay out of the tur-

other. Performance doesn't need any
PR. The trophies speak for them-
selves," Nitish wrote on X.

Gambhir's tenure began with India's
tour of Sri Lanka. While India was a
force to be reckoned with in the Tz2ol
format, the ODI series was a different
story.

After the first OD1 ended ina nerve-
wracking draw, India lost the next
two games, suffering its first bilateral
series defeat in the format against Sri
Lanka in a gap of 2 .

The ODI series followed by
Bangladesh's tour of India, consisting
of two Tests and three T2ols, The ODI
series defeat became a distant memo-

Nitish Rana support Gambhir

ry, with India sweeping the entire se-
ries with a flawless performance.

The road to the World Test Cham-
pionship final looked secured. New
Zealand arrived in India to play three
Tests, which were to determine the fate
of the WTC final.

When India were the clear favourite
on the paper, New Zealand came in
with different plans. The Kiwi upped
the ante, taking India by surprise and
walking away with a historic 3-0 series
win.

After facing the first whitewash at
home in Test format, India tried to
pose a comeback in Australia by trying
to defend the BGT in Australia.
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“ when | heard the

| was very surprised

term "opting out"
Ponting says of
Rohit"s absence

Cases involving Jannik Sinner and
Iga Swiatek make doping a top topic

__Melbourne
3 that shadowed tennis
in 2024 and is still o talking
point as the 2025 Grand Slam
season opens at the Australian
Open on Sunday (Saturday EST):
doping and the cases involving Jannik
Sinner — which actually is still not ful-
ly resolved — and Iga Swiatek.

Both spent much of last year at
No. 1, and Sinner still will hold that
spot in the ATP rankings when he
steps on court at Melbourne Park to
begin the defense of his champi-
onship, one of two major trophies he
worn over the 12 months.

Swiatek, a five-time Slam champ
and the woman leading the WTA
rankings most of the past three sea-
sons, is currently No. 2 behind Aryna
Sabalenka, who will be chasing her
third consecutive title in Anstralia.

“Obviously, there are going to be
some negative comments,” Swiatek
said, "You're not gaing to avoid that.”

Most current players prefer to re-
main silent when asked about the
cases. But there are those who have
been happy to weigh in, including
24-time major champion Novak

5 sstions about
nner and Swiatek were
e as other players fac-
ircumstances and why

ing similar
their situations were kept under wraps
for months.

“I sit and wonder, Why such a big
difference in treatment and judg-
ment?" was two-time major champi-
on Simona Halep's reaction to

Swiatek's punishment. “I can't find,
and I don't think there can be, a log-
ical answi

Halep initially was banned for four
years after testing positive for the
vanned drug Roxadustat at the 2022
U.8. Open, then had that penalty re-
duced to nine months on appeal — al-

Shiva Sachin shine
on day two of

National Boxing C'ship

Bareilly
Reigning champion Shiva Thapa be-
gan his title defence with n com-
manding win over Enayat Khan in
welterweight (60-65kg) category at
the 8th Elite Men's National Boxing
Championship here on Thursday.

Representing Assam, Thapa, who
made history as the youngest Indian
boxer to qualify for the Olympics at
2012 London Games, defeated Enay-
at 5-0 in his opening bout, setting a
strong tone for his campaign.

Former world youth champion
Sachin Siwach also opened his cam-
paign with an emphatic 5-0 victary
for the Services Sparts Control Baard
(SSCB) against Akshay, displaying his
readiness to compete for top henours.

The second day also witnessed a
thrilling opening bout with D
Solanki of Rajasthan defa
Pradesh's Singh with a unan-
imous decision in the flyweight (47-
50kg) category.

Inthe same category, Ashutosh Ya-
dav of Chhattisgarh delivered a dom-
inant Round 1 performance to over-
come Gujarat's Akleem Khan, setting
the stage for thrilli ction across
the day

Team 8SCB reinforced their dom-
inance with victories across multiple
categories.

Hitesh Gulia, Deepak, Jugnoo, and
Vishal secured wins in the light mid-
dleweight. welterweight, -
weight, and heavyweight divi
respectively

Rajasthan also demonstrated im-
pressive form, with Privadarshi Singh
Ashiya (light middleweight), Push-
pendra Singh (eruiserweight), and
Harsh Choudhary (heavyweight) all
emerging victorious against their
opponents.

Nearly 300 boxers, representing
state units across India, are compet-
ing for supremacy in various weight
categories in the week-long event, or-
ganised by heBu'm\p, ‘ederation of
India ( in association with the
Uttar Pradesh Boxing Association.

Representing their respective state
units, each team features up to 10
boxers in bouts structured under

the World Boxing Technical & Com-
petition Rules, with three three-
minute rounds and one-minute rest
periods in between rounds. A 10-

though she already had been off the
tour longer than that. She was sup-
posed to compete at Melbourne Park
for the first time in three years, but
withdrew from qualifying because of
knee and shoulder pain.

No one has been louder about the
subject lately than Nick Kyrgios, the
2022 Wimbledon runner-up who
missed nearly all of the past two sea-
sons because of injuries. He has been
commenting regularly, in real life and
onl even taking a jab (that he said
was in jest) at Cruz Hewitt after the 16~
year-old son of Australian Davis Cup
captain Lleyton posted a photo with
Sinner from a practice session.

“It's been handled horrifically in our
sport. Two world No. is, buth getting
done for doping, is disgusting for our
sport,” Kyrgios said at the Brishane In-
the first event of his come-
back. “It's a horrible look.”

Where do things stand with J
Sinner’s positive drug tests?

Sinner the dominant play
men's tenni ar, and there

et in
s lit-
tle reason to think that won't contin-

ue. In 2024, he went

titles, including at the U.S. Open, and
led Ttaly to the Davis Cup. He heads
into the Australian Open on a 14-
mateh winning streak.

Hanging over it all is this; Two
itive tests for a trace amount of an
ic steroid in March were made
public in August; the International
Tennis Integrity Agency (ITLA) de-
termined he shouldn't be suspended
because the exposure to Clostebol
was considered accidental — the result
of a massage from a trainer who used
the substance after cutting his own fin-
ger.

The World Anti-Doping Agency was
not entirely convinced about the ex-
oneration and thinks a ban of ane to
two years would be appropriate. Its ap-
peal, lodged in September, is still
pending, and a final determination is
expected after the Australian Open
ends.

“It'sin (my) head a little bit," Sinner
said, adding that he is confident every-
thing will go his way.

What happened with Iga Swiatek's

failed doping test?

Swiatek accepted a one-manth sus-
pension inlate November after testing
positive for a banned heart medication
known as TMZ. She failed an out-of-
competition test in Angust, and the
ITIA accepted her explanation that it
was caused by the contamination of 3
nonprescription medication, mela-
tonin, that Swiatek was taking for jet
lag and sleeping issues.

She missed three tournaments — al-
though the real reason wasn't re-
vealed at the time — and finished
serving her punishment after the sea-
son was done,

“This whole process was pretty ab-
stract sometimes and hard to under-

1

De Zerbi is improving fortunes
at Marseille two months

Paris

why, perhaps, Dutch cap-
tain Paul Haarhuis said what he did af-
ter his team lost to Sinner's Italy in the
Davis Cup finals.

“Jannik, in my personal opinion, is
an unbelievably nice guy (and) great
player,” Haarhuis said, “but we
(might) never know what happened.”

Are there other noteworthy cases in
tennis?

While Sinner and Swiatek will com-
pete in Melbourne, another plays
involved in a recent ITIA case won
Max Purcell, who won men's doubles
titles at the U.S. Open in September
and Wimbledon in 2022 and was a
two-time runner-up at the Australian
Open.

Purcell didn't test positive, though.
Instead, he accepted a provisional
suspension for, as he described it,
ving “unknowingly received an 1V
infusion of vitamins above the allow-
able limit."

“1 have no good words for it,” said
Jordan Thompson, Purcell's doubles
partner in New York last year. "Ttisa
joke."

Jannik Sinner, Novak Djokovic in
opposite halves at the Australian Open

Melbourne
Defending champion Jannik Sinner
and 10-time Australian Open winner
Novak Djokovie have landed in oppa-
site sides of the draw for the season’s
first major, ruling otit a replay of last
year's semifinal match.

Sinner upset Djokovie in the semifi-
nals here last year before coming back
to beat Daniil Medvedev in the final 3-
6, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-3 for his first Grand
Slam singles title.

Top-ranked Sinnerhas a first-round
match against Nicolas Jarry and also
has Taylor Fritz, Ben Shelton and
Medvedey in his quarter of the draw.
Fritz will open against fellow American
Jenson Brooksby,

Djokovic and No. 3 Carlos Alearaz
could meet in the quarterfinals, witha
possible semifinal against No. 2 Alexan-
der Zverev,

At the draw Thursday to set the
brackets for the singles fields, defend-
ing champions Sinner and Aryna Sa-
balenka walked into the official cere-
maony holding thei trophies.

Sabaleika won her second consecu-

tive title at Melbourne Park in 2024 by
defeating Zheng Qinwen 6-3, 6-2in the
final. Sabalenka wi |ll be attempting to
win a third en's singles

ing here in Australia.”
‘Third-seeded Coco Gauff is a poten-
tial ﬂlulﬁu-u] rival Iur Sabalenki. Gauff
h 1

Marseille coach Roberto De Zerbi
was 50 confounded by team'’s
had form that he considered quit-
ting just months after arriving

That was back in November
when, following home defeats to
Paris Saint-Germain and Auxerre,
he said he was ready to leave. The
45-year-old Italian soon back-
tracked and affirmed his commit-
ment to stay and turn things
around.

Whatever he told the players at
that time clearly worked, as did an
arduous four-day camp. There were
daily 5 a.m. wake-up calls for jogs
on an empty stomach, followed by
twice-daily training sessions.

Marseille is looking much sharp-
er and fitter as a result

The 1993 Champions League win-
ner has won five of its six matches
since the Auxerre lo nd drawn
the other against Lille — a decent
result considering Lille is unde-
feated in all competitions since
mid-September

Marseille has rediscovered its
touch, too, scoring 17 goals during
that period, and has moved into
second place in Ligue 1 behind
leader Paris Saint-Germain, which
is seven points ahead after 16
rounds.

e travels to play Rennes
and PSG hosts lowly

htened things up
LILUL«!"\ and is starting to work

has a d match
against former 1\uslmhan Open cham-
piom Sofia Kenin and is in the same sec-
tion of the draw as seventh-seeded
Jessica Pegula

The Australian Open starts Sunday
morning in Melbourne (Saturday night
EST) and will run for 15 days.

Diokovic will be playing in his first
event al ide new conch Andy Mur-

title at Melbourne Park, something
last accomplished by Martina Hingis
from 1997 10 1999,

Sabalenka drew a tough apening
match against 2017 U.S. Open cham-
pion Sloane Stephens and has 17-year-
old Mirra Andreeva and Zheng in her
section.

“I'have a lot of great memories and
to be back here ... as a two-time Aus-
tralian Open champion, it's definitely

y, his former on-court rival and a
three-time major champion. Nobody
has won the men's title at Melbourme
Park more often than Djokovie, al-
though he said he still feels trauma from
the one year he wasn't allowed to play.
Nick Kyrgios, the 2022 Wimbledon
runner-up who withdrew from an ex:
hibition against Djokovie this week
because of an abdominal strain, will face
Jacob Fearnley in the first round if the

special,” wha
won the Brisbane International title last
week, said at the draw ceremony. “T
hope that 1 can keep doing what I'm do-

is fit enough to
contest his first major since the 2022
ULS. Open, Kyrgios is in the same sse-
tion as Zverev.

lle into a more streamlined
:llic

During his time with Brighton in
the English Premier Les
earned a reputation as 4 shrewd tac-
tician capable of beating bigger
teams. He left Brighton after two
Seas0 ing raised the team to
its highest ever top-flight finish of
sixth, and into the last 16 of the Eu-
ropa League.

De Zerbi's decision to join Mar-
seille, which has passionate but
impatient fans, surp many ob-
servers. Even before his time at
Brighton, De Zerbi had eamed good
reviews in Ialy with Benevento
and Sassuolo. Te was widely
praised for guiding Sassuolo to
to-back eighth-place finishes

A and touted as one of the
best young coaches in Europe.

He had bigger clubs than Mat-
seille calling for him last summer,
but perhaps he saw the depth of

At the draw Thursday to
set the brackets for the
singles fields, defending
champions Sinner and
Aryna Sabalenka walked
into the official cere-
mony holding thei tro-
phies.

Marseille's potential — which is
the only French club to win the
Champions League and has a
67,000-capacity stadium.

De Zerbi ha: illed a healthy
competition for places within
squad and strengthened it further
on Tuesday by signing central de-
fender Luiz Felipe, who made over
100 appearances for Lazio in Serie
A from 2017-22.

Felipe's arrival comes after De
Zerbi n'prun['hml his players for
conceding too. many goals — 19 in
the league so far, compared with 14
for PSG and 16 for third-place
Monaco and fourth-place Lille.

“We need so start thinking that 5-
o and 5-1 are not the same thing,”
he said after Sunday's 5-1 home rout
of Le Havre at Stade Velodrome.
“We need to make other teams un-
derstand that scoring a goal against
us is difficult.”

Felipe said the possibility of play-
ing under De Zerbi was “funda-
mental” in his decision to join.

“Ihave known De Zerbi since he
was Sassuolo, it was always difficult
ta play against him," Felipe said.

Key players have emerged into
leadership roles, such as Argentina
goalkeeper Geronimo Rulli and
France midfielder Adrien Rabiot.

Playing in a role higher up the
field allows Rabiot to make more
dangerous use of his excellent pass-
ing range and eye for long-distance

shooting.
Signing the 29-year-old Rabiot
was seen as something of a coup of

Marseille, considering that he is en-
tering his prime years and his
wealth of experience with Italian gi-
ant Juventus (212 matches overall)
and France (50 caps),

“We need two, three, four or five
Rabiots,” De Zerbi said recently

Then he added, jokingly: “I asked
him if he has any brothers, but un-
fortunately they don't play foot-
ball.”

Sony Open starts the race for fewer PGA Tour players to keep their jobs

Honohil

The royal palms on a Waialae course
that runs along the Pacific Ocean
givea peaceful ambiance to the Sony
Open, the ideal place for the full
PGA Tour membership to start the
year.

But & new season has hrnn(,ht a
small degree of stress in para

The Sony Open effectively starts lhc
chase for a PGA Tour card — only 100
from the FedEx Cup this year, down
from 125, marking the most signifi-
cant change in eligibility in some 40
vears,

Camilo Villegas described it as an
impaortant year for him, and it's only
January:

*There is a sense of urgency,” Vil-
Tegas said Wednesday. “You've got to
play when you get in (tournaments)
and you have to perform. It's going to
be very compact. It's going to be a
dogfight out there, which is cool.”

Players warming up in the morning
darkness — floodlights on the driving
range but not the putting green — was
another reminder of some of the
changes. Along with a reduction in

cards, the field sizes will be shrinking
starting in 2026 to make sure anyone
with a card gets into a fair amount of
tournaments and rounds have a bet-
ter chance of finishing on time with
a smaller number of plavers an the
course.

Optimism, of course, is as great as
ever. Villegas won in Bermuda townard

the rm} of2023 to earn a two-year ex-
emption, and last year was among his
hest. He knows he has to play well to
keep his job, and he was unwilling to
even address the possibility he won't
finish in the top 100.

“1 am going to keep my card,” he
said with a smile.

Hideki Mutsuyama has no suchis-

sues as the No. 5 player in the world
who is coming off a record scoring
performance to win last week at Ka-
palua. Now the Japanese star tries to
become the third player to sweep
the Hawaii swing, joining Justin
Thomias (2017) and Ernie Els (2003).

For everyone else, vete and
rockies alike, it's only the beginning.

‘T would say I'm more excited this
year becanse 1felt like 1 got alot bet-
ter last year at playing golf, and I felt
like Iimproved last year,” said Keith
Mitchell, who is starting his eighth
year, *And every year you have a
card, you have a blank slate to prove
your improvement.”

Mitchell missed out on the FedEx
Cup playoffs last year by an estimat-
ed three ots — hiad he been three
shots better in the final round of the
regular season, it would have been
enough. He also can look back at 18
other tournaments where he could
have picked up a shot or two. Every
player can do that

Even with a seven-month scason to
keep the card, Mitchell has been
around long enough to realize that

getting off to a good start can ease the
ure that comes later.

“Everybody is at zero,” Mitchell
said. hweek doesn't feel as mon-
umental as it does the last three or
four wecks. The beginning of the
season, people play a little more free
or relaxed because it doesn't feel as
urgent.”

Mitchell said the putts he makes,
the scores he posts, are just as valu-
ahle now as they are in the final reg-
ul ason tournaments in the sum-
mer.

“Theoretically it is,” he said. “But
emationally it's not.”

The Sony Open is the start of a
three-tournament stretch in which
the leading five players become eli-
gible for $20 million signature events
in California. Getting in the big events
can go a long way for someone trving
to keep his job.

Ryder Cup captain Keegan Bradley
has even more experience with the
optimism and nerves that come with
a new season. He made his debut as
a PGA Tour member in the Sony
Open in 2011,
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Rashmika Mandanna
Sustains Gym Injury, Film
Shoot Temporarily Halted

fum!
ndia’s No. 1
this generation, Rash-
mika Mandanna, re-
cently met with an un-
fortunate gym injury that
has sed a temporary
pause in the shooting sched-
ules of her highly anticipat-
ed upcoming project. The
actress, widely regarded as
the biggest pan-Indian fe-
male star, has been advised
to take a brief rest to ensure
a complete recovery before
returning to her packed
schedule.

While Rashmika's injury
has caused concern among
her fans, updates reconfirm
that she is on the path tore-
covery and will be back in
action soon.

actress of

A source close to Rash-

mika Mandanna shared,
“Rashmika recently sus-

tained an injury in the gym
and has been recovering

Priyanka Chopra Jonas
joins Oscar-shortlisted
'‘Anuja’ as executive producer

I thought Indira Gandhi was
powerful but my research found

Los Angeles
riyanka Chopra
Jonas has come
on board Anuja,
a film shortlisted
for the Oscars 2025. Ttis
made by the husband-wif

the 2025 Oscars. Priyanka
Chopra hasjoined the team as
an executive producer.
Previously, she also served
n executive producer of the
Oscar-nominated and award-

winning 1 ‘nta

team Adam J. Graves (di-

tai (producer). This
powerful short follows
Antija, a precocious
\ nine-year-old erphan
who works in a back-
alley garment factory
alongside her older
sister Palak when she
is suddenly faced
with a rare opportu-
nity that will deter-
S mine the fate of her
future and family.
The filmwon the Os-
car-qualifying live-
action short award at

2024 HollyShorts
Film Festivaland has
been shartlisted for

her to be weak: Kangana

Mumbai

angana Ranaut,

who plays the role

Indira Gandhi in

her film
"Emergency”, said she did
extensive research and now
believes the former prime
minister was not powerful
as she had thought but
"weak” and "unsure of her-

new

self”,

The first-time MP from
Mandi, often in the head-
lines for her provocative com-
ments, also said there is no
director today who deserves
her.

“I'm very proudly saying
that today there is not a sin-
gle director in the film in-
dustry that T want to work
with because they don't have
that kind of quality... that
feel that they deserve me,”
Ranaut said in a video inter-
view ahead of the release of
the much in the news*Emer-

gency”.

Ranaut, who has directed
and produced the film that
documents the 21 months of
Emergency imposed in 1975
by the then prime minister,
said she has empathy for In-
dira Gandhi and viewed as
very powerful until she start-
ed working on the project.

"But when 1 did my re-
search, 1 understood it was
quite the contrary. It also
strengthened my belief that
the weaker you are, the more
control you would want. She
was a very weak person and
she was also very unsure of
herself and really vulnera-
ble.

"She had many crutches
around and she was con-
stantly seeking a kind of val-
idation. She was also hugely
dependent on many people,
one of them was Sanjay
Gandhi... 1 didn't have that
kind of empathy for her be-

d Netflix's

Tiger.

The actress shared, "This
beautifil film shinesa spotlight
on o subject that affects mil-
lions of children around the
world, who are faced withthe
impaossible decisionbetween a
future they cannot yet see and
the immediate realities of their
present. Anjua is a poignant,
thought-provoking piece that
makes us reflect deeply on
the power of choices and how
they shape the course of our
lives. T am immensely proud to
beassociated with sucha phe-
nomenal and impactful proj-
ect”

Antja was produced in part-
nership with the Salaam
Baalak Trust (SBT), a non-
profit organisation that sup-
portsstreet and working chil-
dren, SHINE GLOBAL, the
production company behind
Emmy and Academy Award-
ning films such as
War/Danee (2007) and In-
ocente (2012), and Krushan
Naik Films.

fore "Emer-
gency." she
said.

T h e
“Queen”
starsaid
she took
“no lib-
erties at

all” i

of Indira
Gandhi and
the Emergency
maonths.

well by resting it. However,
this has caused a tempo-
rary halt to the filming of
her upcoming projects. Nev-
ertheless, she'salready feel-
and will

ing much better
resume work on sets very
soon!”

Rashmika, who has de-
livered a string of hits, in-
cluding grossing 3006
croresat the box office with
the cumulative collections of
Animal and the Pushpa
franchise’s current num-
bers continues to inspire
her followers with her re-
silience and positivity. While
the shooting break may be
temporary, fans ean expeet
the actress to bounce back
stronger than ever, bringing
her signature charm and
energy to the screen.

Nora Fatehi flies out
of Los Angeles amid
California wildfires

New Delhi

ancer-actor

Nora

who was in Los

Angeles,
she and her team were
asked to evacuate the city in
the wake of devastating
wildfires in the US state of
California.

Fatehi posted a video on
her Instagram Story on
Wednesday night, minutes
before flying out of the city,
home to several Hollywood
stars.

'm in LA, and the wild-
fires are cra
seen anything like this. This
is insane, We just got an
evacuation order like five
minutes ago, so I quickly
packed all my stuff, and
I'm evacuating out of here,
out of this area,” she said

Fatehi,

said

v. 1've never

Known for her dance per-
formance in songs such as
"Manohari”, "Dilbar”, "J
hda Nasha", and "Naah" as
well as "Madgaon Express™
and "Bhuj", Fatehi said she
was headed to the airport.

“I have a flight today, 1
really hope I cancatchit, I
hope it doesn’t get can-
celled because this is scary.
I have never experienced
this before. T am going to
keep you guys updated.
Hopefully, I can get out on
time. [ hope people in LA
are safe,” she further said in
the video
arlier, actor-producer

nka Chopra Jonas
shout-out to the "in-
credibly brave first respon-
de

“Thank you for working
tirelessly overnight and

Global Business Awards
2024 concludes

New Delhi

ecently in Delhi

conchided was the

Global Business

Awards 2024 a
grand success of the Sixth
Edition of the this i
was hosted by Sasha Media
Solution Pvt Lid.

Organised by Mrs Rainaa
Kundra and Mr Khushal
Kundra Kundra the direc-
‘tors of Sasha Media Solituon.

The Chief Guest was the
kind hearted Bollywood
Celebrity , Humanitarian and
philanthropic Actor Sonu
Sood.

While the actor had a
grand entry with a band - baja
promoting his upcoming
movie Fateh he also patient-
ly stood by and Awarded
more than 1504 awardee
from all fields as Business en-
trepreneurs and that too from
all across India.

The awardees belonged to
all sectors of business from
jewellery, oversees studies,
construction, appliances,
agencies, consultants, immi-
gration, astrologers, Beauty
and Makeup, beauticians and
architects etc.

The grand function also
‘had alive performance by the
famous nizamibrothersand
Punjabi Singer Noddy Singh
&some special guests like Mr
Vishal Verma from Vishal

nchise

Chain and Jewellery, Karol
Bagh and Dr Basant Goel
from Goel Medicos who are
famous for their special work
for the society werealso spot-
ted at the event.

On the occasion the or-
ganiser Khushal Kumar Kun-
dralooked delighted and said
"I am happy how this event

Oscar nominations
delayed due to
California wildfires

Los Angeles

has proceeded while we ho-
noured all awardees who are
achievers in their fields and
industry, we have chosen
businessman for the Global
Business Awards from all
states and all kinds of busi-
nesses, we are set to host the
next grand event soon in the
yedr 2025"

continuing to
help families af-
fected. @lasdhy
@losangeles-
firedepariment
@lapdhg,” she
captioned her
post.

MTYV Roadies
season 20 set to
return on January 11

New Delhi

opular reality show

"MTV Roadies" will

be back with its

landmark 20th sea-
son on January 11, the or-
announced on

Titled "MTV Roadies Dou-
ble Cross”, the 20th season
will air on M1V and stream
on JioCinema every Saturday
and Sunday after its pre-
miere on January 11, a press
releas

Rannvijay Singha, the win-
ner of the show's inaugural
chapter in 2003, will return
to host the 20th installment,
touted tobe its "boldest and
most unpredictable seas

"MIV Roadies’ has always
felt like home to me and be-
ing part of this milestone
season is truly special. With

the Double Cross theme, fans
are in for the most intense
and unpredictable MTV
Roadies journey vet," Singha
said. The actor-host is joined
by gang leaders Prince Naru-
la, Neha Dhu vish Ya-
dav, and Rhea Chakraborty.
Dhupia said, "The love from
fans has been overwhelming,
and I'm back to fulfill their
wish. MTV Roadies has al-
ways been about strength
and power, and as a woman,
I"'m here tolead with courage
and inspire my gang to break
boundaries and shine.”

"This journey has given
me the strength to speak my
mind under all circum-
stances and stand firmly by
what 1 believe in—a lesson I
will piass on to my gang as we
strive for the best," she
added

Film personalities remember 'creative
genius' and 'brilliant’ Pritish Nandy

New Delhi

he nominations
announcement of
the 97th Academy
Awards, oviginally
scheduled for January

has been postponed to Jan-
uary 19 in the wake of the
raging wildfires in the South-
ern California region.

According to Variety, the
Academy sent an email from
CEO Bill Kramer to mem-
bers on Wednesday after-
noon regarding the
changes.

"We want to offer our
deepest condolences to those
who have been impacted by
the devastating fires across
Southern California. So
many of our members
industry colleagues live and
work in the Los Angeles area,
and weare thinking of you,"
the email read.

Subsequently, the dead-
line for Oscar nomination
voting has been extended
by two days till January 14.

nd

ilmmakers Sudhir
Mishra, Hansal
Mehta, actors Ka-
reena Kapoor Khan,
Sayani Gupta, and Sanjay
Dutt paid richtributesto vet-
eran journalist, poet and film-
maker Pritish Nandy, who
died in Mumbai on Wednes-

Nandy died after acardiac
arrest at his home in south
Mumbai. He was 73.

Asafilm producer, Nandy
backed films such as "H:
ron Khwahishen Aisi”,
ante”, “Jhankaar Beats",
"Chameli", “Shabd", and
"Pyaar Ke Side Effects”.

Mishra expressed grati-
tude towards Nandy for pro-
ducing his acclaimed 2005
film "Hazaaron Khwahishen
Alsi",

"Pritish Nandy changed
my life. Only he could make
'Hazaaron Khwahishen Aisi’.
He taught me so much. I am
s0 sorry Pritish Da. [ couldn't

come up with an idea for the
sequel," he wrote on X.
Mehta said his most per-
sonal work, the 2017 movie
"Omerta", had lost "one of its
greatest patrons”. He re-
vealed that it was Nandy who
encouraged him to make Ra-
jkummar Rao-starrer which
was based on the life of
British-Pakistani terrorist
Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh.
"I remember when T first
met him in 2005 1 had shared
the idea for 'Omerta’. Let's
make it he said. When no-
body had belief in me or my
ideas Mr Pritish Nandy gave
me the strength to dare, to
dream and to tell stories that

mattered to me - no matter
what,

"He did not end up pro-
ducing 'Omerta’ eventually
but T owe the film and alot of
my journey beginning from
Shahid to him. We had the
most delightful conve:
tions, he was always candid
with me and Lalways left his
room very energized. So hard
to believe that he is gone,” he
pasted on X

Kareena, who received erit-
ical acelaim for her perform-
ance as a sex worker in
“Chameli", shared @ picture
from the of the 2004
movie with aninfinity ssmbol
and a folded hands emoji as
a caption.

Dutt said Nandy wa
true creative genius and a
kind soul” who would be
missed. The actor worked in
"Kaante” and "Shabd".

"Fierce. Fearless. Fine.
Godspeed Pritish Uncle," di-
rector Meghna Gulzarwrote
on Instagram.

sa-

"a






