GRAP 3 curbs
revoked in Delhi
NCR amid dip in
air pollution levels

UP CM Yogi to
perform Ram
Lalla’s Abhishek
during Pratishtha
Dwadashi fest on
January 11
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Ukraine will ask allies to boost
its air defenses at a meeting
in Germany, Zelenskyy says

No welfare scheme to be shut if BJP
comes to power in Delhi: PM Modi

W The prime minister assured that no public welfare scheme would be

if the BjP

power but the party’s government would weed out the corruption in their implementation.

_ New Delhi

rime Minister Nar-

endra Modi on

Sunday  accused
Delhi's AAP government
of wasting a decade
fighting with the Centre
and urged its people to
give the BJP an opportu-
nity to turn the national
capital inte a city of the
future.

The prime minister
also assured that no
public welfare scheme
would be discontinued if
the BJP assumed power
but the party's govern-
ment would weed out
the corruption in their
implementation.

Addressing a rally in
the Rohini area, Modi
dubbed the AAP govern-
ment a “disaster” that
had struck Delhi and
asserted the BJP would
usher in change.

"Only when this 'aapda
(disaster)' is gotten rid of
in Delhi, the double-en-
gine of development will
come in," Modi said.

The prime minister
said the Centre had been
developin highways
in DEIK] expanding the
Metro netv.or]\ start-
ing the Namo Bharat
Regional Rapid Transit
System, and running big
hospitals.

"However, the moment
you step out of a Metro

~ Today, the PM spoke for 30 minutes and he kept abusing the people of Delhi
“ and the elected govt of Delhi— | was listening to it, it felt bad...The promise
made by the Prime Minister for Delhi in 2020 - the people of Delhi Dehat are
still waiting for that to be fulfilled. -Arvind Kejriwal

station, you can see pot-
holed roads, overflowing
sewers. Some areas are
such that even auto and
cab drivers refuse to ply
due to long traffic jams,"
he said.

"In the past 10 years,
Delhi has witnessed a
state government that
is no less than an 'aap-
da (disaster)'! Delhiites
have realised this. Only
one voice is reverber-
ating in Delhi -- 'Aapda

nahi sahenge, badal kar
rahenge (will not toler-
ate disaster, will bring
change)," Modi said.

The prime minister
said when the people
of Delhi were grappling
with COVID-19, strug-
gling to find oxygen and
medicines, the entire fo-
cus of the "aapda people”
was on building their
"Sheesh Mahal".

"They made a huge
budget for the 'Sheesh

Mahal', This is their
truth... They do not care
about the people of Delhi.
"That is why every Delhiite
today is sayin;
not tolerate aapda, we
will change'," he said.
Modi also accused
the AAP government
of spreading fear that a
BJP government in Del-
hi would discontinue
several welfare schemes
implemented by it.
CONTD ON PAGE-2
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4 Maoists,
cop killed in
Chhattisgarh
encounter

—_ Raipur
Four Maoists were
killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Chhattisgarh's  Bastar
region, a senior police
official said on Sunday.

A head constable of
the District Reserve
Guard was also killed in
the face-off, he said.

The gunfight broke
out on Saturday
evening at a forest in
south Abujhmaad along
the border of Narayan-
pur and Dantewada
districts when a joint
team of security per-
sonnel was out on an
anti-Maoist operation,
the official said.

After the exchange of
fire stopped late Sat-
urday night, bodies of
four Maoists and auto-
matic weapons, includ-
ing AK-47 rifle and self
loading rifle, were re-
covered from the spot,
he said,

DRG head constable
Sannu Karam was also
killed in the gunfight,
the official said.

Search operation was
still underway in the
area, he added.

Security forces recov-
ered automatic weap-
ons, including an AK-47
rifle and a Self-Loading
Rifle (SLR), from the
seene.
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3 killed as Coast Guard
chopper crashes in
Gujarat's Porbandar

Porbandar

wo pilots and a
crew member were
killed on Sunday

after an Indian Coast
Guard helicopter on a
routine sortie crashed
at Porbandar all]lurt

The maritime security
agency said the reasons
for the incident are be-
ing investigated through
a Board of Inquiry.

"ICG ALH MK-IIT heli-
copter CG 859 met with
a mishap at Porbandar
Airport Runway at about
1215 hrs on 05 Jan 25.
The ICG helicopter had
o2 Pilots and 01 Air
Crew Diver at the time
of the incident and was
on a routine training
sortie,” an ICG state-
ment said.

Immediately after
the incident, the crew
was rescued and shifted
to a government hospi-
tal at Porbandar, where

they were declared as
brought dead.

The deceased are
Commandant JG)
Saurabh, Deputy Com-
mandant SK Yaday and
Navik Manoj Pradhan.
They will be cremated
as per service traditions
and honour, the ICG
stated.

Porbandar  Superin-
tendent of Police Bhagi-
rathsinh Jadeja said the
chopper crashed while
landing near the Por-
bandar airport runway
and caught fire,

"The chopper was re-
turning and trying to
land when the incident
occurred near a runway.
Three crew members
were present on the chop-
per. They were rescued
and rushed to Bhavsinh
Civil Hospital in Porban-
dar with severe burn in-
juries, but none of them
survived,” the police of-
ficer told reporters earli-
er in the day. Agency
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No welfare
scheme to be
shut if BJP
comes to
power in
Delhi: PM Modi

CONT FROM PAGE-1

The prime minister
asserted a new BJP gov-
ernment would imple-
ment central schemes
that, he claimed, had
been stalled by the AAP
government  with  re-
newed vigour,

“For Delhi, these peo-
ple have made every
season, every weather,
‘aapda kaal’. The ener-
gy of Delhiites is spent
in dealing with aapda
rhruughuutthe year,” he
said.

“Aapda” turned every
season into an emergen-
cy, with water shortages,
waterlogging and_pollu-
tion, the prime minister
alleged. “Therefore, only
if AAP is removed from
Delhi, the double-en-
gine of development and
good governance will
come.”

“We are in the 21st
century and 25 years
have passed. Two or
three generations have
entered their youth. The
next 25 years are very
important for Delhi. The
next 25 years will see
India emerging as a de-
veloped nation before
their eves. We all will
be stakeholders in this
Journey,” Modi said.

The national capital
should be a part of this
glorious  journey, he
added.

“In Delhi, people bless-
ed the BJP in the Lok
Sabha elections and
now, in the assembly
polls, are set to bless
the BJP. This is a golden
opportunity to win the
heart of Delhi and free it
of disaster (‘aapda’),” he
said.

Nation actively
working to
preserve tribal
culture, says
CM Yogi

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on Sun-
day, said that under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra
Madi, the country is
actively working to pre-
serve tribal culture with
SE\‘GI"AI programs un-
derway,

While  interacting
with the youth from
Odisha,  Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, and
Madhya Pradesh at his
official residence dur-
ing the Tribal Youth
Exchange Program
2025, he highlighted
that Prime Minister
Modi declared No-
vember 15, the birth
anniversary of Birsa
Munda, as Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas. He fur-
ther emphasized the
significance of this
vear as it marks the
150th birth anniversa-
ry of Birsa Munda.

During the interac-
tion, the youth shared
their perspectives with
the Chief Minister, of-
fering insights into the
rich cultures of their
respective states. The
CM warmly welcomed
the participants to
Lucknow, acknowl-
edging their efforts to
attend despite the in-
clement weather con-
ditions.

Introducing the
youth to Uttar Pradesh,
the Chief Minister
stated: "Tt is the most
populous state in the
country, home to 25
crore people. Tthe
state comprises 75
districts, 18 divisions,
over 350 tehsils, more
than 825 development
blocks, 17 municipal
corporations, over
200 municipal coun-
cils, and more than
400 nagar panchayats.”
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Ramesh Bidhuri expresses regret over his
‘roads like Priyanka Gandhl’s cheeks’ remark

New Delhi:

JP candidate from

Kalkaji ~ Ramesh
drew flak for his rema
that he would make
roads which are like
Congress leader “Pri-
yanka Gandhi's cheeks”
in his constituency, with
the Congress demanding
an apology from him for
“insulting women” and
some leaders in his party
also expressing their dis-

approval.
Bidhuri, who Thas
courted  controversies

in the past too over his
statements, initially re-
mained defiant, pointing
to similar remarks by
RJD leader Lalu Prasad
on actor and BJP MP
Hema Malini.

However, he later
posted a message on X
expressing regret if his
comments had hurt an-
yone and stated that his
remarks had been mi
construed by some for
political gains.

“Lalu said in Bihar
that he would make
roads like Tlema Ma-
lini's cheeks, but he lied,
e could not do it.

T assure you that just
as we made the roads in
Okhla and Sangam Vi-

har, we wnll make all the
roads in Kalkaji like Pri-
yanka Gandhi’s cheeks,”
Bidhuri is heard saying
in the purported video,
which went viral on so-
cial media.

The Congress con-
demned the remarks,
alleging it reflected the
“anti-women” mentality
of the BJP.

“Ramesh  Bidhuri's
statement regarding
anka Gandhi is not
only extremely shameful
but shows their ugly an-
ti-women thinking. But
what else can be expect-
ed from a man who used

BJP only national party not
owned by any family but
by its workers: Fadnavis

Nagpur:

Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis on
Sunday said that the BJP
is the only national party
that is not "owned” by any
family but by its workers.

Speaking at a party
event, Fadnavis called
BJP a democratic organ-
isation. There are more
than 2,300 registered
parties in the eountry
but those that are na-
tional parties can be
counted on fingertips,
he said.

There are only two
parties — the BJP and
the Communist Party
of India — that are not
owned by any family, he
said.

Almost all of the 2,300
parties are privately
owned, Fadnavis said.

“The Communist Par-
ty of India is no longer
a national party. But the
BJP is the only national
party that is owned by
people and party work-
ers. No leader owns the
party and it has its own
constitution,” Fadnavis
said. The Communist
Party of India (Marxist)
is a national party.

Referring to  Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's rise from hum-
ble beginnings, Fadnavis
said the BJP is the only
party where a boy who
once sold tea becomes
the CM (of Gujarat) and
then the PM.

He said Modi had no
relative in polities and
no godfather, but could
still reach the top posi-
tion.

Narrating his own
political journey, Fad-
navis said he started at
the booth level, became
ward president and
went on to become the
CM thrice. “This is pos-
sible only in the BJP.
This is a party of people
and party workers,” he
added.

He also launched the
party's special mem-
bership drive in Nag-
pur. Fadnavis said BJP
has enrolled 11 crore
members that have
been verified and it
has become the world’s
largest political party.

The BJP has set the
target of enrolling 1.5
crore members from
Maharashtra.

foul language against
his fellow MP in the
House and did not re-
ceive any punishment?
“Not only Bidhuri, but
the BJP’s top leadershi
should apologise witﬁ
folded hands,” Congress
spokesperson  Supriya
Shrinate said, adding it
was not only an insult to
Privanka Gandhi but to
all women,

Asked about the Con-
gress’ demand for an
apology, Bidhuri sought
to defend himsell by
saying, “If this is a mis-
take, then the one who
committed it first should

apologise. Isn't Hema
Malini a woman?” Ac-
cusing the Congress
of hypocrisy, he said,
“Hema Malini was from
a simple family, is she
not a woman? The one
who is from a known
family is a woman, how
is it possible? “Hema
Malini is from the South,
does that mean that she
is not a woman. Every-
body should get respect.

they should have
made him (Lalu Prasad)
apologise, they did not
ask for it because she
was from a simple fam-
ily. Tt is their hypoerisy,”

Senior BIJP leader
posted a message onX
expressing regret if his
comments had hurt
anyone and stated
that his remarks had
been  misconstrued
by some for political
ains

Bidhuri told reporters.

Delhi BJP chief Viren-
dra Sachdeva stressed
that such statements
should be avoided and
said all should follow

roper conduct regard-
§ 136! anguage and Le%pect
for women, while re-
minding the Congress of
the objectionable state-
ments by its leaders and
allies in the past.

“I have not heard
the entire statement of
Ramesh Bidhuri but I
think that all the wom-
en, who are in politics,
face a lot of difficulties.

“So, we should not
make such statements
and should exercise re-
straint in our language. |
would also tell the Con-
gress that when such re-
marks are made against
our MP Hema Malini,
you don't stop it. Hav-
ing said that, respect

for women and main-
taining control over our
language is our duty and
such statements are not
welcomed by us,” he
said.

BJP MP Kamaljeet
Sehrawat said, “A politi-
cian should say anything
after giving a thought to
it.” As the row escalated,
Bidhuri, a former two-
time MP from South
Delhi and three-term
MLA from Tughalqabad,
in a post on X claimed
that his remarks were
being misinterpreted by
some for political gain.

“It was not my inten-
tion to insult anyone.
Still, if any person has
been hurt then I express
regret,” Bidhuri saidX.

Delhi chief minister
and AAP candidate from
Kalkaji Atishi slammed
the BJP m:cusu::g it of
fielding an “anti-wom-
en” candidate from the
constituency,

“I believe that not
only the people of
Kalkz\_u but also the cit-
izens of Delhi, especial-
1y the women, will give
a fitting response to
the BJP for these com-
ments and this mindset
in the upcoming elec-
tions,” she said.

PM Modi interacts with Kids during
Namo Bharat tram 1nauguratlon ride

Sahibabad
Uttar Pradesh):
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday
interacted with school-
children while rid-
ing the Namo Bharat
train from the Sahib-
abad RRTS station to
the New Ashok Nagar
RRTS station during

its inauguration.

The Namo Bharat
trains  have now
reached Delhi, mark-
ing the beginning of a
new era of high-speed
mobility uftions for
the National Capital.

Currently, a 42-km
stretch of the corridor
between  Sahibabad
and Meerut South, fea-
turing nine stations, is
operational. With this
inauguration, the op-
erational stretch of the
Namo Bharat Corridor
has expanded to 55
km, with a total of 11
stations.

Starting today at

PM, Namo Bharat
trains will be available
to the public at a fre-
quency of 15 minutes.
The fare from New
Ashok Nagar Station,

PM to inaugurate & lay foundation
stone of multiple railway projects today

Staff Reporter

_ New Delhi:
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will inaugurate
and lay the foundation
stone of various railway
projects on 6th January
at 12:30 PM via video
conferencing.

In a key move to fur-
ther boost connectivi-
ty in the region, Prime
Minister will inaugurate
the new Jammu Railway
Division. He will also in-
augurate the Charlapalli
New Terminal Station
in Telangana and lay
the foundation stone of
Rayagada Railway Di-
vision Building of East
Coast Railway.

Creation of the Jam-
mu  Railway Division,
with 742.1 KM compris-
ing Pathankot - Jammu
- Udhampur - Srina-
gar - Baramulla, Bhog-
pur Sirwal - Pathankot,
Batala - Pathankot and
Pathankot to Joginder
Nagar sections, will sig-
nificantly benefit Jam-
mu and Kashmir and
surrounding  regions,
fulfilling the long pend-
ing aspiration of the
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connectivity to other
parts of India. It will cre-
ate employment oppor-
tunities, infrastructure
development, promote
tourism and lead to
overall  socio-economic
development of the re-

gion.

Charlapalli New Ter-
minal Station in the
Medchal-Malkajgiri
District of Telangana
has been developed as
a new coaching termi-
nal along with provision
of second entry with a
cost of around Rs 413

P STORY MEDIA PYT (7D, anct
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people and improving

5
crore, This environment
friendly terminal, having
good passenger ameni-
ties, will ease congestion
on the existing coaching
terminals in the city like
Secunderabad, Hydera-
bad and Kacheguda.

Prime Minister will lay
the foundation stone for
Rayagada Railway Di-
vision Building of East
Coast Railway. It will
improve connectivity in
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh
and nearby areas and
lead to overall socio-eco-
nomic development of
the region.

the first operation-
al station connecting
Delhi to Meerut, to
Meerut South is Rs 150
for the standard coach
and Rs 225 for the pre-
mium coach.

With the commence-
ment of operations on
this section, Meerut
city is now directly
connected to the na-
tional capital, Delhi,
through Namo Bharat.
This reduces travel
time by one-third, en-
abling commuters to
travel from New Ashok
Nagar to Meerut South
in just under 40 min-

utes.
To date, Namo
Bharat trains have

served over 50 lakh
commuters,  under-
scoring_ their popular-
ity and impact. Fur-
ther construction in
other  sections-New
Ashok Nagar-Sarai
Kale Khan and Meerut
South-Modipuram—is
progressing rapidly.
Of the newly inaugu-
rated 13-km  section,
6 km is underground
and includes a prom-
inent station on the
corridor, Anand Vihar,
This marks the first

time

A
Namo Bharat
trains will operate in
an underground sec-
tion. The other station
on this stretch is an el-
evated station at New
Ashok Nagar, both lo-
cated in Delhi.
Multi-modal  inte-
gration has been a
core principle of the
Namo Bharat project.
Aligned with the PM
Gati  Shakti-National
Master Plan, it aims to
make travel seamless
and convenient for
passengers, encour-
aging a shift towards
public transport.

Days after Lalu’s offer,
comes a snub from NltlSh

Patna: -
“Bihar Chief Minister Ni-
tish Kumar on Sunday
snubbed the RJD, head-
ed by his arch-rival Lalu
Prasad, stating that he
had forged alliances “by
mistake™ with the oppo-
sition party which “did
nothing” while in power.
The JD(U) supremo
made the remark days
after Prasad, a for-
mer CM himself, had
claimed that the RJD
was keeping its “doors
open” for the former
ally, who is now back in
the BJP-led NDA.
Talking to reporters
in the north Bihar dis-
trict of Muzaffarpur,
as part of a state-wide
Pragati Yatra, Kumar
said, “Those who were
in power before us...
did they do anything?
People used to fear
stepping out of their
homes after sunset. I
had by mistake (‘galti
se’) aligned with them a
couple of times.” “What
was the condition of
women back then? To-

day you can see thes
self-help groups, which
we gave the name Jivi-
ka. The Centre replicat-
ed our model and called
it Ajivika. Did you see
such confident rural
women earlier,” asked
the longest-serving CM
of the state.

Kumar, however,
did not take questions
about the cryptic “of-
fer” from Prasad, which
was made light of by the
RJD supremo’s son and
heir apparent Tejashwi
Yadav, but endorsed by

419/40,
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ally Congress.

Prasad’s comments
had come in the back-
drop of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's
equivocal stance on
projecting Kumar as
the chief ministerial
candidate in the as-
sembly polls due in less
than a year.

State BJP leaders, on
their part, have been
maintaining that the
JD(U) supremo will be
the “face” of the NDA in
the 2025 assembly elec-
tions.
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NIA conducts

raids in Delhi’s

Jamia Nagar

in connection

with ‘cyber

slavery’ case
New Delhi:

The NIA has condueted
searches at the home of
a recently-arrested ac-
cused in Delhi's Jamia
Nagar as part of its
probe into a human traf-
ficking and cyber slavery
case, the agency said in a
statement on Sunday.
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GRAP 3 curbs revoked in Delhi
NCR amid dip in air pollution levels

Dense fog
disrupts train

services

Ghaziabad

Cold wave and dense fog in
North India have disrupted
normal life. Rail and air traf-
fic have been badly affected
due to dense fog in Delhi-
NCR for the second consec-
utive day in the morning.
Premium trains are wit-
nessing delays of up to six
hours.

According to the meteor-
ological department, cold
day and fog conditions may
persist in northwest and
central India for the next
two days. An alert has been
issued that visibility would
be limited to 50-100 meter
at many places in Uttar
Pradesh. According to the
senior railway officials con-
cerned , major trainslike Ra-
jdhani Express, August
Kranti Tejas Rajdhani, Am-
ritsar Express and %wimj
Express have been running
late for the past one week.
This situation has also af-
fected local train services.

A total of 81 trains are
delayed from their

New Delhi

he Centre's panel

'on Delhi-NCR's air

quality on Sunday

revoked stage 3
curbs under the Graded
Response Action Plan after
witnessing a dip in air pol-
lution levels owing to
favourable meteorological
conditions, especially im-
proved wind speed, ac-
cording to an official order.

The city’s 24-hour aver-
age air quality index (AQI)
stood at 339 at 4 pm on
Sunday.

According to forecasts
from the India Meteoro-
logical Department and
the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology, the
air quality is predicted to
improve further -- from
"severe” to "poor” -- due to
favourable meteorological

conditions.

The IMD has predicted
rain in northwest India
over the next two-three
days due to back-to-back
western disturbances.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management, re-
sponsible for strategising
air poliution mitigation in

Delhi-NCR, directed au-
thorities in the region to
immediately revoke curbs
preseribed under stage 3 to
prevent further worsening
of the situation.

GRAP Stage 3, which
was brought back on Fri-
ntails a ban on non-
essential construction

Delhi LG grants relaxation in criteria
for jobs to 1984 anti-Sikh riots victims

New Delhi

time. The situation of air
traffic is even more serious.
About 19 flights had to be di-
verted and 24 cancelled due
tozerovisibility at Delhi's In-
dira Gandhi International
Airport on Saturday morn-
ing. The visibility range on
the runway was limited to
just 100-250 meters. 144
flights had to take off late.

The meteorological de-
partment has issued orange
and yellow alerts in various
states of North India. Severe
cold continues to hit Delhi-
NCR as well as Jammu and
Kashmir, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan.
Temperatures are continu-
ously falling in Ghaziabad,
Noida, Greater Noida, Farid-
abad and Gurugram, with
the minimum temperature
reaching 8 degrees Celsius.
In Bahadurgarh, it was even
lower, at 7 degrees Celsius.

AAP leaders join
Delhi Congress

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Many Aam Aadmi Party
leaders here on Sunday
joined the Delhi Congress.
Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav welcomed
them to the party fold by
presenting them party
scarves. Among those who
joined the Congress were
AAP’s national-level leader
Raghu Rendra Pathania and
Monia Singh.

Delhi Congress president
Yadav said that Raghu Ren-
dra Pathania was a nation-
al couneil member of AAP,
president of Delhi SC/ST
department, Goa, Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh booth
management and publicity
manager and a member of
the selection committee of
candidates for the 2017
MCD elections while Monia
Singh was the president of
the women's wing at Badli,
and 2017 MCD election can-
didate from Badli.

Yadav said that disillu-
sioned with Kejriwal's cor-
ruption and autocratic func-
tioning, senior leaders, in-
cluding ministers, MLAsand
others were leaving AAP
and many such leaders have
joined the Congress. They
were motivated by the vision,
policies and programmes of
the Congress party and the
democratic mannerin which
the party functions under
the dynamic leadership of
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and
leader of the opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi. The AAP leaders and
workers have been upset
and unhappy with function-
ing of former CM Arvind
Kejriwal as his focus was on
corruption and playing low
level politics instead of put-
ting focus on development
works and welfare measures
for the people, he addd.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena has ap-
proved full relaxation in re-
quired educational qualifi-
cation and age relaxation
upto 55 vears for 88 appli-
cations for employment from
victims of the 1984 anti-sikh
riots, officials said on Sun-
day.

According to a release
from the Delhi LG office,
this relaxation has been ap-
proved for their appoint-

The Delhi LG had earlier
gr.mtell a full J\‘LI.‘(.’:IIIDD in

mentin Ge Service on re-
to the post of Multi-Tasking to 50 appli 50 applic:
Staff (MTS). Repeated rep-  and obtaining an age relax-
resentations had been made  ation for 22 other applicants.
by the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara A total of 72 applicants were

Management Committee,
public representatives and
groups of victims, who had
met LG recently, in this re-
gard.

work.

Classes up to grade 5
are required to shift to hy-
brid mode under Stage 3.
Parents and students have
the option to choose online
education wherever avail-
able.

Under Stage 3, the use of
BS-1IT petrol and BS-IV
diesel cars (four-wheelers)
is restricted in Delhi and
nearby NCR districts. Per-
sons with disabilities are
exempted. Stage 3 also
bans non-essential diesel-
operated medium goods
vehidles with BS-IV or old-
er standards in Delhi.

During winters, the Del-
hi-NCR region enforces re-
strictions under GRAP,
which categorises air qual-
ity into four stages — Stage
I (Poor, AQI 201-300),
Stage II (Very Poor, AQIL

301-400), Stage 111 (Se-
vere, AQL 401-450), and
Stage TV (Severe Plus, AQT
above 450).
Unfavourable meteoro-
logical conditions, com-
bined with vehicle emis-
sions, paddy-straw burn-
ing, fireerackers, and oth-
erlocal pollution sources,
lead to hazardous air qual-
ity levels in Delhi-NCR
during winters.
Doctors say that breath-
ing Delhi's polluted air is
equivalent to smoking ap-
proximately 10 cigarettes a
day. Prolonged exposure to
high pollution levels can
exacerbate respiratory is-
sues such as asthma, bron-
chitis, and chronic ob-
structive pulmonary dis-
ease (COPD) and signifi-
cantly increase the risk of
cardiovascular diseases.

Delhi Police foils suicide
attempt by 15-year-old girl

New Delhi
‘The Delhi Police foiled a sui-
cide attempt by a 15-year-old
girl who allegedly jumped off
a bridge into the Yamuna
due to academic stress, an of-
ficial said on Sunday.

According to the police,
the incident occurred on Sat-
urday. Roop Nagar Police
Station received a distress
call from a woman about
her daughter's disappear-
ance, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (North) Raja Ban-
thia said.

The girl'smother informed
the police that her daughter
had been home alone while
the rest of the family was out.

After a conversation about
her academic performance,
the mother grew concerned
that her daughter might LIkA‘
adrasticstep and she ask

note, Banthia said.

Apolice team, led by ACP
Vinita Tyagi, initiated a
search operation. The team
examined CCTV footage and
conducted local inquiries,
focusing on the Signature
Bridge and Wazirabad Old
Bridge areas. Metro site
guards were briefed and
joined the search.

"During the search, the
girl was spotted jumping
into the Yamuna River. A
guard and swimmer, Bri-
Jjesh Kumar, Teapt into the
river and rescued her. She
was safely pulled ashore and
M iAot fled by

her son to check on her.
Upon returning home, the

son discovered that the girl

had left behind a suicide

the police team. Following
due formalities, she was re-
united with her relieved fam-
ily,” Banthia said.

Projects inaugurated by PM Modi result of

collaboration between central,

was sanctioned by MHA, New Delhi
Gol on Jan 16, 2006, for  AAP supremo Arvind Ke-
victims of anti-Sikh riots.  jriwal on Sunday described
The revenue department in  the two projects inaugurat-
a subsequent special drive  ed by Prime Minister
got 72 applicants out of ap-  Narendra Modi as mile-
pmutmml was given to 22 sloncs for Delhi's infra-
s by obtaining age e and claimed they

relaxation from then LG,"
read the note.

Inregardsto the other 50
applicants, the note added,
"In Oct 2024, Saxena grant-
ed full relaxation in required
educational qualification to
the post of MTS for left out
outof atotal 72

appointed after a special
drive by the Revenue De-
partment in 2006.

"A rehabilitation package,
including provision of jobs

received during (a) special
drive. Revenue Department
was also directed to process
the cases for granting em-
ployment to one of the chil-
dren of the applicants where-
in applicants have surpassed
the age of employment.”

were joint ventures between
the central and the city gov-
ernments.

Modi inaugurated a 13-
kilometre stretch of the Del-
hi-Meerut Regional Rapid
Transit System (RRTS) cor-
ridor from Sahibabad in
Uttar Pradesh's Ghaziabad

asserted that the projects

to New Ashok Nagar here
and the Janakpuri West-Kr-
ishna Park Extension s
tion of the Delhi Metro's
Phase IV.

During a press confer-
ence, Kejriwal congratulat-
ed the people of Delhi and

Delhi Police arrested two notorious
shooters in Shahdara, recover arms

New Delhi

Delhi Palice achieved a sig-
nificant breakthrough in
their battle against crime
with the arrest of two no-
torious shooters, Bobby aka
Atul (19) and Paras Sharma
aka Prince (26), from Shah-
dara.

Both of them were in-
volved in a recent armed
shootout at Vivek Vihar.
The operation carried out
on January 3, was marked
by precision and courage,
culminating in the recovery
of one desi katta, one coun-
try-made pistol, and live
un.udge enhancing pub-

The swift action was led
by ACP Gurudev Singh,
who formed a specialized
team that included officers
from Special Staff, such as
Insp. Munish Kumar, SI
Sunil, ASI Sunil, and others.

Acting on reliable intelli-

gence, the team tracked the
suspeets to CBD Ground,
Anand Vihar. Upon con-
fronting the armed fugi-
tives, the suspects opened
fire, hitting the officers’ bul-
letproof jackets. In re-
sponse, the officers showed
remarkable restraint, issu-
ing warnings and firing into
the air before neutralizing
the threat with precise shots
to the suspects’ legs.

Delhi CM Atishi
inaugurates shooting range
at Kakalji govt school

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi
on Sunday inaugurated a
10-metre shnﬂlm g range at

few da\f 1 had seen photo-
graphs of this <hnnrmg

roof leaked,” Atishi said. She
said the range was a symbol
of the transformation of Del-
hi's education system, de-
seribing it as an 'education
revolution'.

Atishi also spoke about
the chnllengeﬁ rhal nﬁen

range, but I never
it would be of such a world-
class standard,” she said at
the event. The 10-metre
range has 15 lanes, electron-
ic target system and world-
class air pistols and rifles, ac-
cording to a statement.
"Just a few days ago,
someone told me they used
to study at No. 2school, and
back then, it was referred to
as the 'tent school’. They
shared how the walls were
broken, rainwater would
flood the premises, and the

make sports

many families. "Sports. nﬂen
remain inaccessible because
of the high costs associated
with equipment, lnmmg,
coaching, and facilities. "In
shooting for instance, air
pistols and air rifles cost Rs
50,000 to 2 lakh each. Their
professional models cost
over Rs 3 lakh. Ammuni-
tion costs Rs 2,000 per tin,
while shooting jackets,
gloves, eyewear, scopes, and
tripods cost lakhs of rupees,”
she said.

The shooters were im-
mediately provided with
medical assistance.

Recovered from the ac-
cused were one desi katta
with an empty cartridge
and one live cartridge, as
well as one country-made
pistol with one emp!
tridge and three live car-
tridges.

Bobby aka Atul has a his-
tory of involvement in mul-

tiple cases of firearm of-
fenees and grievous assault,
with notable cases under
Sections 308 IPC, 125 BNS,
and the Arms Act. Paras
Sharma aka Prince has
been linked to violent
crimes, including casesun-
der Sections 324 IPC, 323
IPC, and eriminal intimi-
dation. This operation un-
derscores the unwavering
commitment of Shahdara
Police to fight crime and
maintain public safety. The
arrest of these shooters
sends a strong message that
those who disrupt law and
order will face justice,

The department has
urged citizens to remain
vigilant and report suspi-
cious activities to help cre-
ate a safer community. Fur-
ther investigations are un-
derway to uncover addi-
tional links and prevent fu-
ture

were a collat ion be-
tween the city and the cen-
tral governments.

Taking a dig at his critics,
Kejriwal said, "These inau-
gurations are a reply to
those who say AAP only
engages in fights." Refer-
ring to the challenges faced

by his party, he claimed
AAP leaders were impris-
oned and tortured but
maintained their focus on
governance.

"Over the past 10 years,
our tenure has shown how
we kept work above every-
thing else,” he said.

He also hit out at Modi,

Delhi govts: Kejriwal

alleging that the prime min-
ister devoted the majority of
his speech to criticise the
Delhi government.

l(ejnmﬂ said, "Today, the
prime minister kept abus-
ing the people of Delhi and
the elected government of
Delhi. I was listening to it,
it felt bad. The promise
made by the prime minister
in 2020 -- the people of
Delhi Dehat are still waiting
for that to be fulfilled.” The
former chief minister also
urged Modi to fulfil the
promises made in the BJP's
election manifesto.

With elections to the 70-
member Delhi Assembly
due in February, Kejriw-
al's remarks underlined
AAP's focus on develop-
ment amid its continuing
tussle with the Centre.

Delhi and central govt jointly taking
transport sector in Delh1 forward: CM Atishi

on Su.nda)' hailed the joint
efforts of the Delhi govern-
ment and the Central gov-
ernment in advancing the
transport sector of the na-
tional capital.

“I would like to congrat-
ulate all the people of Del-
hi. The Delhi government
and the central government
are jointly taking the trans-
port sector in Delhi for-
ward.”

CM Atishi added that
with today’s inanguration of
the metro line, Delhi is
starting to become a mod-
el in the transport sector in
the country and the world.

“In the last 10 years, the
transport sector has ex-
panded on a very large scale
in Delhi. In the last 10
years, the 200-km metro
line has expanded. Apart
from that, a 250-km Metro
line is still under construc-
tion. 38 new flyovers in
Delhi are providing high-

BJP seeking votes for Delhi Assembly
polls by abusing Delhi govt: Kejriwal

New Delhi

AAP supremo Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Sunday de-
scribed the two projects
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
as milestones for Delhi's
infrastructure and
claimed they were joint
ventures between the cen~
tral and the city govern-
ments.

Modi inaugurated a 13-
kilometre stretch of the
Delhi-Meerut Regional
Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) corridor from
Sahibabad in Uttar
Pradesh's Ghaziabad to
New Ashok Nagar here
and the Janakpuri West-
Krishna Park Extension
section of the Delhi
Metra's Phase IV.

During a press confer-

ence, Kejriwal congratu-
lated the people of Delhi
and asserted that the proj-
ects were a collaboration
between the city and the
central governments.

Taking a dig at his crit-
ics, Kejriwal said, "These
inaugurations are a reply
to those who say AAP only
engages in fights." Refer-
ring to the challenges
faced by his party, he
claimed AAP leaders were
imprisoned and tortured
but maintained their focus
on governance.

"Over the past 10 years,
our tenure has shown how
we kept work above every-
thing else," he said.

He also hit out at Modi,
alleging that the prime
minister devoted the ma-
jority of his speech to crit-

icise the Delhi govern-
ment.

Kejriwal said, "Today,
the prime minister kept
abusing the people of Del-
hi and the elected gov-
ernment of Delhi. | was
listening to it, it felt bad.
The promise made by the
prime minister in 2020 -
- the people of Delhi De-
hat are still waiting for
that to be fulfilled." The
former chief minister also
urged Modi to fulfil the
promises made in the
BIP's election manifesto.

With elections to the
7o-member Delhi Assem-
due in February, Ke-
jriwal's remarks under-
lined AAP's focus on de-
velopment amid its con-
tinuing tussle with the
Centre.

speed transport, high-speed
road travel to Delhi. Delhi is
becoming a world leader

oday’s inauguration of the
metro line and RRTS, Del-
hi is starting to become a
model in the transport see-
tor in the country and the
world.”

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will inaugurate
and lay the foundation
stone of multiple develop-
ment projects worth over
Rs 12,200 crore on Sunday
in Delhi.

Prime Minister Modi will
alsoi the 2.8 km

will be the first stretch of
Delhi Metro Phase-1V to
be inangurated. The areas
of West Delhi such as Kr-
ishna Park, parts of
Vikaspuri,  Janakpuri
among others will be bene-

fitted,” the release read.
Prime Minister Modi will
also lay the foundation
stone of the 26.5 ki Ritha-
la — Kundli section of Del-
hi Metro Phase-IV, worth
around Rs 6,230 crore. This
corridor will connect Ritha-
la in Delhi to Nathupur
(Kundli) in Haryana, sig-
nificantly enhancing con-
nectivity in the North-
Western parts of Delhi and
Haryana. Key areas to ben-
efit  include Rohini,

Bawana, Narela, an
Kundli, improving access
to residential, commercial,
and industrial zones. Once
ional, it will facili-

stretch between Janakpuri
and Krishna Park of Delhi
Metro Phase-IV worth
around Rs 1,200 crore. This

tate travel across Delhi,

Haryana, and Uttar
Pradesh through the ex-
tended Red Line.

Delhi Metro has expanded
rapidly under AAP govt: Kejriwal

New Delhi

Aam Aadni Party (AAP) na-
tional convenor Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Sunday welcomed
the inauguration of new
metro and rapid rail lines,
saying that under AAP's gov-
ernment, the Delhi Metro
has expanded by 200 km.

In a post on X, Kejriwal
said, “Congratulations to all
the peaple of Delhi on the
launch of the new Metro line
and the laying of the foun-
dation stone of another line.
After the formation of the
Aam Aadmi Party govern-
ment, the Delhi Metro has
expanded rapidly. So far,
200 km has been expanded
and work is in progress on
250 km.”

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi
also weleomed the develop-
ment saying that through
the joint venture of Delhi

Ll |

Metro, Central Government
and Delhi Government, the
national capital is now
emerging as a great model of
public transport in front of
the entire country and the
world.

“Congratulations to the
people of Delhi. Todayis the
inauguration of the first
phase of Sahibabad to New
Ashok Nagar of the Rapid
Rail connecting Delhi to
NCR.
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Urdu mushaira
and Seminar

to ‘spread
message of unity’
held in Srinagar

Srinagar

Ina nemarlu:ile display
of literary ingenuity and
cultural unity, the Ma-
hasagar Shiksha Samiti
Prayagraj under the aus-
pices of the Fakhruddin
Ali med Memum]
Committee from
know and in collabo~
ration with the Inder
Cultural Forum Sumbal
hosted an inspiring sem-
inar and Urdu Mushaira
in Srinagar.

The event brought
together esteemed
ets, writers and literary
enthusiasts and gave
a vibrant platform for
the promotion of Urdu
literature and cultural
exchange and remem-
brance of the poets and
writers who are not alive
but made greater contri-
butions towards Urdu

poetry.

Shafgat Abass, O
iser said“.We col
programmes of mutua]
unity. We hope to hold
such programmes in
future also in Jammu,
Ladakh and Kargil. It is
Jjust the beginning™

“Such events spread
the peace of unity. And
we should remember
the people who are not
among us. We should
not forget the past™."

The seminar f
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Bajwa Seeks Bharat Ratna for Manmohan Singh

B Bajwa proposed the joint resolution to advocate for Singh to be conferred with India's highest civilian honour
in recognition of his "monumental contributions to the country 's progress and his exemplary service".

Chandigarh

ongress leader Par-
tap Singh Bajwaon
Sunday wrote to
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and As-
sembly Speaker Kultar
Singh Sandhwan, seek-
ing a joint resolution
in the House to recom-
mend the Bharat Ratna
for former prime minis-
ter Manmohan Singh.
Bajwa propos the
joint resolution to advo-
cate for Singh to be con-
ferred with India's high-
est civilian honour in

umental

and his

He also wrote to
BIP Legislative Party
leader Ashwani
Sharma,  Shiromani
Akali Dal MLA
Manpreet Singh
Ayali, and Bahujan
Samaj Party lawmaker
Nachhatar Pal,
proposing that an
all-party  delegation
meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to
push for Slngh to be

recognition of his "mon- with the
contributions honour.
to the country's progress
lary ser-  tional signi --one
that ds political

vice".

He also wrote to BJP
Legislative Party leader
Ashwani Sharma, Shi-
romani Akali Dal MLA
Manpreet Singh Ayali,
and Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty lawmaker Nachhatar
Pal, proposing that an
all-party delegation
meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to push
for Singh to be conferred
with the honour.

Singh -- the architect
of India's economic re-
forms -- died on De-
cember 26 at the age of
92 following age-related
complications.

In his letter, Bajwa
said, "I am writing to

thought-provoking  dis-
cussions centred on the
evolution of Urdu
riland its pivotal role in
aping modern literary
narratives,
Renowned  scholars

and their
insights, delving into
themes that resonate

deeply within the so-
cio-cultural context. The
interactive sessions en-
couraged the exchange
of ideas, fostering a
spirit of collaboration
among participants.
The hﬁ it was the
Urdu Mushaira, where
poets recited their vers-
es, captivating the audi-
ence with their artistic
expressions. The rich
rhythms of Urdu poet-
ry echoed through the
venue, showcaslng the
depth of emotion and
creaﬁv'rt) rhat the lan-

propose a collective in-
itiative of profound na-

boundaries to honour
one of India's most dis-
tinguished  statesmen,
Dr Manmohan Singh."
“Singh's contributions
1o our nation have been
unparalleled. As the
principal  architect of
India's economic liber-
alisation in 1991, he set
the foundation for the
country’s transforma-
tive growth, resilience
and global standing. His
tenure as prime minister
was marked by a stead-
fast focus on inclusive
development, social jus-
tice and economic sta-
bility, directly impacting
millions of lives across
the nation," he added.
Bajwa said he pro-

posed the joint resolu-
tion due to Singh's con-
tributions rofoundly
shaping India's destiny.
"As a proud son of
Punjab, Dr Singh's ded-
ication to public service
and nation-building
continues to inspire us
all," he said in a post on

X

"I have also proposed
forming an all-party del-
egation to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to advocate for this rec-
ognition. Honouring Dr
Singh with the Bharat
Ratna will not only cel-
ebrate his extraordinary
contributions but also
reaffirm our shared com-
mitment to democracy,

integrity, and excellence
in public service," the
Qadian MLA added in
the post.

Inhisletter to the chief
minister and the speak-
er, Bajwa said Singh's
Journey was a testament
to resilience, dedication
and humility.

"As a proud son of
Punjab, he upheld the
values of hard work
and service throughout
his remarkable career.
His mmﬁl)muom to the
state are equ'\ com-
mendable, roﬂ:ing
critical challenges in
agriculture, rural devel-
opment, and education,
and catalysing growth in
Punjab as wel §! as in the

Panchnad Shodh Sansthan giving
direction to future India: Governor

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Governor of Punjab and
Administrator of Chan-
digarh  Gulab  Chand
Kataria attended the 31st
Annual Lecture organised
by Panchnad Shodh San-
sthan as the Chief Guest.
He lauded the lmrmnc

for choosing a deep topi
like "Truth of Partition uf
India" and praised its ef-
forts.

In his address, the

Governor  said  that
Panchnad  Shodh San-

sthan has chosen a topic
which not only helps in
under ding the past

guage
Satish Vimal, a local
and writer told
ANL,"...Despite the
cold conditions, such a
programme created a
warmth of opportuni-
ties,. There is a need for
such platforms. We have
lost a lot in the last few
days..It is a welcom-
ing move...Local talent
comes to the fore via
such events.”

Each poet brought a
unique perspective, illu-
minating diverse themes
ranging from love and
longing to social issues

cultural heritage,
resonating deeply with
listeners.

Advt Contact :
9818-719991

of history but also pro-
vides perspectives for
the present and future,
He emphasised that it is
extremely important to
acquaint the youth with
their history and culture
so that they can get the
right direction and in-
spiration in their lives.
Praising the efforts
of the institute, Mr.
Kataria said, "This insti-
tute is working to give
direction to future India.
A subject like "Truth of
Partition of India' gives
the young generation
an opportunity to un-
derstand the facts and
events that have been
important in the forma-
tion of our nation." Ile
also emphasized that
such lectures become a
medium to connect the

youth with their society,
culture and values.

On this occasion, well-
known writer and think-
er Mr. Prashant Paul
delivered a lecture on
the topic "Truth of Par-
tition of India”. He high-
lighted the events during
the partition, the role
of leaders and the un-
touched aspects of the
freedom struggle. Prais-
ing his contribution,
the Governor said that
this lecture provides a
unique opportunity to
understand the history
of the country.

At the end of the pro-
gram, the Governor ap-
preciated the efforts of
Panchnad Shodh San-
sthan and emphasized
the need to organize
such programs in fu-
(ur as well. He said that
stitute is not only

highlighting _ historical
facts but is also making
a significant contribu-
tion in the promotion of
national unity nnd cul-
tural consei

In his address the
Governor said that the
Panchnad Shodh San-
sthan is working to give
a new direction to the
future India. He said
that the subjects cho-
sen by the Institute not
Dnii' pave the way to
understand the past but
also inspire the youth to
build their future.

The Governor stressed
that it is important for
today's young genera-
tion to know their his-
tory, culture and values.
He said, "Efforts like this
lecture make our youth
aware of important as-
pects of history and the
struggles of the freedom

struggle.”

The Governor empha-
sized that the programs
of the Institute contrib-
ute to the promotion
of national unity and
cultural  consciousness
in the society. He also
emphasized the need to
know the facts related to
the Partition and learn
from them.

In this program, well-
known author and
thinker Shri Prashant
Paul delivered a lecture
on "The Truth of India's
Partition”, in which he
discussed in detail the
events before and after
the Partition.

On the occasion of the
31st annual lecture se-
ries of Panchnad Shodh
Sansthan,  Panchnad
Shodh Patrika and two
books published by the
Sansthan were released.
The first book among
these is 'Vichar Pravah'
written by the President
of the Sansthan, Prof.
Brij Kishore Kuthiala
and published by Yash
Prakashan. The second
book 'Human values and
rights in Quran' is a re-
search based work writ-
ten by Dr. Amarendra
Kumar Arya, Assistant
Professor of Journalism
Department at Delhi
College of Arts and Com-
merce, Delhi University
and Co-Coordinator of
Delhi Province.

Saini Shiksha Prasar Samiti honours Haryana CM Saini

Komal Ramola

Chandigarh
Saini  Shiksha Prasar
Samiti, Saharanpur, Ut-
tar Pradesh, organized
a felicitation function
today in honor of Har-
yana  Chief Minister,
Nayab Singh Saini, at
Mandapam Palace in
Islamnagar, Rampur
Maniharan. Cpon his ar-
rival, the Chief Minister
was given a warm and
enthusiastic welecome by
the people.

During the event, the
Minister of State for In-
dustrial  Development,
Uttar Pradesh, Jaswant
Singh Saini, along with
BJP office bearers and
workers, felicitated
Chief Minister Sh. Nay-
ab Singh Saini by tying
a turban on him and
presenting a memento.
Haryana BJP State Pres-

ndmh Mohan Lal Badoli,
was also present on this
occasion.

Addressing the felici-
tation function, Nayab
Singh Saini said that
today T have got the op-
portunity to come to
this city situated at the

o5 51
holy land of M'ia Sha-
kumbhari Devi and Maa
Bala Sundari. He also
thanked Saini Shiksha

Prasar Samiti for invit-
ing him to the felicita-
tion function. Express-
ing his gratitude to the
public, he said that T am

overwhelmed by your
welcome and felicitation
and thank you from the
bottom of my heart.

Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini said that our
society has a glorious
history. He said that 1
will never let the re-
spect that the public has
given me diminished. 1
will work to increase
the pride of the socie-
ty. On this occasion, he
remembered and paid
homage to the country's
first woman teacher Sav-
itribai Phule, creator of
Chandigarh's Rock Gar-
den Nek Chand Saini
and other great person-
alities.

The Chief Minister,
while urging the youth
to pursue education and
contribute to societal

progress, emphasized
their  significant  role

in nation-building, He
stated that the youth
should play an essential
part in making India a
strong nation through
education. He also high-
lighted the collective re-
sponsibility of realizing
Prime Minister Sh. Nar-
endra Modi's vision of

country,” he said.

Bajwa added that what
distinguished Singh was
his unwavering commit-
ment to the n
sistently prioritising the
greater. goud over polit-
ical divides,

His calm demeanour,
intellectual acumen and
ability to foster biparti-
san consensus made him
a unifying force in Indi-
an politics, he asserted.

"From advocating
rural development to
ﬂtrerﬁlhening India’s
global  presence, Dr
Singh has consistently
demonstrated  states-
manship of the highest
order," Bajwa said in the
letter.

Haryana mini

"In recognition of his
monumental contribu-
tions to India's progress
and his exemplary ser-
vice, I propose that we

ass a resolution in the

legislative assembly, on
l'a very first day of re-
convening, to formally
recommend conferring
upon Dr Manmohan
Singh the Bharat Ratna,
India’s highest civilian
honour," he said.

This resolution will
serve as a unified ac-
knowledgment of his
enduring legacy and an
inspiration for future
generations, he added.

Bajwa asserted that
this effort was not just
about honouring Singh's
lifetime  achievements
but a "demonstration of
our commitment to the
valu& of democracy, in-
¢ and exct-llence in
service".

"By coming together,
we send a powerful mes-
sage to the people of In-
dia that we, as their rep-
resentatives, can unite
to celebrate those who
have made exceptional
contributions to our na-

tion,” he said.
"I sincerely hope for
your support in this

meaningful endeavour.
Together, we can honour
a leader whose vision
and dedication have left
an indelible mark on In-
dia's history,” he added.

ster Rao

Narbir's major infra push for
Gurugram in next 5 years

Narbir Singh has said that
the foundation for Guru-
gram's prosperous future
will be laid over the next
five years through im-
proved connectivity and a
robust road network, offi-
cials said on Sunday.
Badshahpur MLA
Singh, who is the min-
ister for industries,
commerce, environ-
ment, forests, and wild-
life, said as part of the
ongoing efforts to de-
velop infrastructure in
the district, an elevated
road will be built from
the  Gurugram-Jaipur
National Highway to Va-

tika Chowk, along with
four flyovers from Vati-
ka Chowk to Ghata at an
estimated cost of Rs 800

crore.

According to an official
statement, Singh said a
detailed project report
(DPR) for this crucial
project to be executed by
the Gurugram Metropoli-
tan Development Aut!
ity (GMDA) is currently
being prepared, and work
onu;ﬁg ground will com-
mence S00n.

The minister was ad-
dressing a gathering dur-
ing a visit to Vatika City
in Sector 49.

"It is our collective re-
sponsibility to turn Gu-
rugram into a beautiful
and clean city. Over the
next five years, the opin-

ions of common people
will be prioritised in all
development projects in
the district. The present
government does not
only make promises in
the 'Sankalp Patra’, but
ensures their fulfilment,"
Singh said.

Addressing  people's
concerns, the minister
directed the concerned

officials to ensure that
every government
scheme is effective-

ly implemented at the
ground level so that the
citizens receive their
full benefits.

He also emphasised
that when planning de-
velopment projects, of-
ficials must ensure that
all the criteria for com-
pleting the schemes are

met,

Acknowledging  the
demand for a commu-
nity centre at Close
South in Sector 50,
Singh said work on the
project will commence
in the next two months.

On complaints  of
encroachment on the
green belt from Vatika
Chowk to Ghata, Singh
said district town plan-
ner RS Bhath has Eeen
appointed the nodal of-
ficer to make the city en-

Cold wave

in Srinagar
continues,
temperature
drops to minus 1

Srinagar
The cold wave in Srina-
gar continued on Sunday,
creating difficulities for
residents,

The temperature re-
corded in Srinagar was
minus one degree, as per
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

A local complained
that there was no visibil-
ity in the city which was
causing a problem for
them.

“The temperature is
currently minus one
or two degrees. There
is zero visibility... we
cannot even drive.. we
have to keep ourselves
layered with clothes to
protect ourselves from
the harsh weather,” said
alocal,

Another local said that
there was no sunlight
in the city, “We haven't
seen sunlight in several
days, It has been very
cold... however, 1 feel
it is an experience for a
lifetime..” said another
local.

Additionally, IMD has
also predicted rainfall
in parts of Jammu and
Kashmir and Himachal
Pradesh on Sunday.

Meanwhile, other
parts of North India
continue to battle cold
conditions and dense

fog.

In Uttar Pradesh, peo-
ple woke up to a chilly
morning as a dense layer
of fog blanketed cities,
towns and villages.

The minimum tem-
perature recorded in
Kanpur was 9 degrees
Celsius, according to
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

Visuals showed recv
ple layered in woollen
clothes sitting near bon-
fires to keep themselves
warm,

Oina%ag Kumar Rathore,

said that he could
not work properly in the
harsh weather.

“Itis very cold.. it is get-
ting very difficult for us.
We are not able to work
as well.. we are poor and
we don’t have any option
except to work in this
harsh weather,” Rathore
said speaking to ANI.

Ayodhya also saw a
thick ln;@r of fog and
the minimum tempera-
ture recorded was 12.6
degrees Celsius, as per
IMD.
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OPINION

Delhi assembly
Battle for the Capital’s Future

One of the most sig-
nificant i

he upcoming Delhi

Assembly elections

are poised to be one

of the most crucial
political battles in the histo-
1y of the National Capital
Territory. Over the past
decade, Delhi’s governance
under the Aam Aadmi P:
(AAP), led by Arvind Ke
wal, has been a subject of in-
tense debate, with allega-
tions of neglecting the city's
needs in favar of expanding
the party’s national ambi-
tions. As the political sce-
nario unfolds, the elections
are shaping into a triangular
fight among AAP, BJP, and
Congress, with significant
implications for Delhi’s po-

against Kejriwal’s ad-
ministration is the di-
version of Delhi’s
resources to establish
AAP’s branches in
other states. Critics
argue that funds ear-
marked for the wel-
fare of Delhi's
residents were in-
stead used to fuel
AAP's ioni

litical, and social
fabric, congress is using past
legacy of Shiela Dixit gov-
ernment’s achicvements to
impress voters.

ADecade of Kejriwal's
Rule: Promises vs. Real-

When Arvind Kejriwal
wok over as Delhi's Chief
Minister in 2015, he prom-
ised transformative gover-
nance, emphasizing educa-
tion, healtheare, and trans-
parent administration. Over
the years, his government

ambitions in Punjab,
Gujarat, Goa, and
other states.

earned aceok for its focus
on Mlluﬂl‘h Mohalla Clini lm
and for electrici

welfare of Delhi’s residents
were instead used to fuel
AAP's expansionist ambi-
tionsin Punjab, Gujarat, Goa,
and other states. The party’s
national aspirations have led
many to believe that Delhi,
the very hase of AAP's pow-
er, has been relegated to see-
ondary importance. Infra~
structure development, pub-
lic transpaort, and eivic ameni-
ties have reportedly taken a
backseat, leading to growing
digsatisfaction among resi-
dentsand main while all top
leaders were put behind the
bars in charges of mnuph n

TOP STORY, Deiss, Monay 06, Januasy 2025

pact: Broken Promises

Kejriwal's tenure has also
drawn attention for its soci-
ological impact. While his
government projected itself
as a champion of the com-
mon man, allegations of pop-
ulism and unfulfilled prom-
ises have eroded public trust.
For instance, the promise of
providing a clean and pollu-
tion-free Delhi remains un-
fulfilled. The dity i o

Congress party, though a
shadow of its former self in
Delhi, is seeking to revive its
lnnmn With o legacy of
g ruled Dethi for 15
3 under Sheila Dikshit,
the Congress is positioning it-
selfas a credible alternative
to both AAP and BIP. T
party is likely 1o emphasize its
reenrd of governance, which
was marked by infrastruc-
tural devel women's

grapple with hazardous air
ality, inadequate waste
umn.i;,enmul, and water
scarcity.
\«lurmmr Kejriwal’s ad-

and other
all though now they are on
bail now

has faced criti-
cism for its handling of law
and order, particularly in the

Economic Fallout: wake of rising erime rates
isplaced Prioritie and I tensions. The
The econoimic lack of lination between

of AAP’s governance have
also been a focal point of
criticism. While Kejriwal's
subsidies have provided
short-term relief to certain
sections of society, experts ar-
gue that they have pla
heavy burden on the o
nances. The alleged diver-
sion of funds to AAPs cam-
paigns in other states has
exacerbated the situation,
leaving eritical sectors like in-
frastructure, waste manage-
ment, and water supply un-
Sarfnided

and water. However, the
gloss of these achievements
has been overshadowed by
eriticisms of fiscal misman-
agement, politieal oppor-
tunism, anda lack of f 1s.an
Delhi's core issues.
failed to give justice to Del-

ites

One of the most significant
allegations against Kejriw-
al's administration is the di-
version of Delhi’s resources to
establish AAP's branches in
other states. Critics argue
that funds earmarked for the

Delhi, one of India’s rich-
est cities, has been grappling
with issues like rising un-
employment, inadequate
public transport, and the
slow pace of infrastructural
projects, Despite being o hub
of commerce and culture,
the city has seen limited
in addressing its
.|Ilengﬁ F.m~

the Delhi government and
the central government,
which controls Delhi Police,
has further exacerbated the
situation. This blame game
has left Delhiites frustrated
and disillusioned.

Congress and BJP:
Preparing for a Tough
Fight

The upcoming clections
will not only test AAP's re-
silience but also the pre-
paredness of its rivals. The
BJP, which has a strong ar-
ganizational base in Delhi, is
likely to leverage its nation-
al standing and develop-
mental agenda to challenge
AAP. Over the years, BIP
leaders have consistently erit-
icized AAP's governance, par-
ticularly its focus on free-
bies and its alleged misuse of
funds The BIP’s campaign is
expected to focus on issues
like urban infrastructure,
pollution control, and law

ﬂn_hnllmsmukl Im\c]ung- and order, areas where AAPS
tenm Delhi’s = has been q
growth and sustainabili tioned.

The Sociological Im-

On the other hand, the

safety initiatives, and a bal-
anced approach to econom-

ic growth
‘The possibility of a trian-
gular contest raises the stakes
significantly. While AAP con-
tinues to enjoy support from
sections of the electorate,
particularly among the low-
er and middle-income
groups, the BIP and Con-
gress are working to conso
nl-ne their vote banks. This
ition could

expected to frame the narra-
tive around the central gov-
emment’s allaged attempts to
undermine Delhi’s elected
government. This tug-of-war
could play a significant role in
shaping voter perceptions
ahead of the elections.

The Road Ahead

As Dethi heads toward the
polls, the stakes are higher
than ever. For AAP, the elec-
tions represent a referen-
dum on its governance over
the past decade. For BIP and
Congress, it is an opportuni-
ty to reclaim political rele-
vance in the capital Theout-
come will not only deter-
mine the future of Delhi but
also have implications for
national politics.

The tangular Sght is ex-
pected to be intense, with
each party vwing for the trust
and support of Delhi’s di-
verse While AAP

lead to unpredictable out-
comes, making the elections
one of the most closely
watched events in recent
years.

Legal and Constitu-
tional Challenges

‘The political landscape of
Delhi is further complicated
by ongaing legal and consti-
tutional disputes between
the Delhi government and
the central government. Cas-
es pending before the
Supreme Court, including
those related to control over
services, have added a layer
of uncertainty to the gover-
nance of Delhi. These dis-
putes underscore the unique
challenges faced by Delhi as
a union territory with limit-
ed autonomy.

“The BIP, as the ruling par-
ty at the center, is likely to use
these constitutional issues
to highlight the inefficien-
cies of the Kejriwal adminis-
tration. Meanwhile, AAP is

will seck to defend its track
record, BJP and Congress
will aim to expose its short-
comings and present them-
selves as viable alternatives.
The voters of Delhi, howey-
er, will have the final say,
weighing the promises, per-
formances, and priorities of
each party.

In the end, the Delhi As-
sembly elections are not just
a contest for power; they are
abattle for the soul of the
The choices made by Dell
ites in this election will shape
the trajectory of the capital
for vears tocome, influencing
its palitical, economic, and
social future. Whether
wal can retain his grip on Del-
hi or face a tough challenge
from BJP and Congress re-
mains to be seen, but one
thing is certain: the elections
will be a defining moment in
Delhi’s political history.

(The writer is an Edi-
tor, STAR Views)

By Shivansh Mishra

This improvement
underscores the effi-
cacy of nationwide
policy interventions
aimed at retaining
students and break-
ing barriers to educa-
tion. Enhanced
access to schools,
targeted schemes for
girls, and campaigns
promating the im-
portance of educa-
tion have
contributed to this
positive shift.

A Journey of Hope: India's Progress
in Reducing School Dropout Rates

ndia has taken signif-

icant strides in im-

proving its education-

al landscape, marked
by notable progress in
school retention rates be-
tween 2019 and 2024. Amid
regional challenges, the
country has demonstrated a
collective commitment to
fostering equitable aceess to
education, with inspiring
success stories emerging
from various states. This
article delves into the datu,
celebrating the achieve-
ments while acknowledg-
ing areas for continued fo-
cus.

A Nation's Leap For-
ward

One of the most encour-
aging trends in India’s edu-
cation sector is the marked
reduction in school dropout
rates. Nationwide, the share
of students completing sec-
ondary education without
dropping out has improved
significantly. In 2024, more
than Bo out of every 100
girls who started schooling
suceessfully reached sec-
andary education, up from
just 73.5 in 2019, Similarly,
boys' completion rates in-
creased to 77.2% in 2024
from 72.4% in 2019,

This improvement un-
derscores the efficacy of na-
tionwide policy Ve -
tions aimed at retaining
students and breaking bar-
riers to education. En-
hanced access to schools,
targeted schemes for girls,
and campaigns promoting
the importance of education
have contributed to this

Kerala and Tamil Nadu
Lead the Way

Among the states, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu stand out

as beacons of success, show-
casing what is possible with
concerted efforts and ro-
bust policies.

Kerala's commitment to
education is evident in its
remarkable performance,
In 2024, the state achieved
a 100% retention rate in
upper primary education
for both boys and girls, See-
ondary education also saw
significant improvements,
with boys' completion rates
rising fmm 88.

crease in 2024, and girls'
rates improving from 93.2%
9% Le., 4.3% of in-

Tamil Nadu mirrors Ker.
ala's achievements, achiev-
ing 100% retention in upper
primary education for hmh

genders in2024. 8

cantly outpacing Maha-
rashtra’s 90.5%. This im-
pressive progress elevated
Uttarakhand's ranking for
girls' secondary education
from 11thin 2019 to 4th in
2

Such advancements re-
flect the impact of focused
interventions, including
scholarship programs, ini-
tiatives to reduce barriers
for girls, and active partic-
ipation from local commu-
nities.

Addressing Gender
Disparitics

A critical aspect of this
progress is the narowing
gender gap in educatios
The data reveals that glrl
retention rates hav

cation in 2024, down from
51.6 in 2019. For boys, the
rate fell from 51.2% to
38.8% during the same pe-
riod.

Similar chall are ev-

includes enhancing infra-
structure; building more
schools,
areas, and ensuring access
to basic amenities can make

ident in Karnataka, Ra-
jasthan, and Gujarat, where
dropout rates have either
remained stagnant or wors-
ened. These regions high-

light the un:«i for lm:alw.d
strategies g 56

Sup

providing financial a;
tance to low-income fami-
lies can reduce the eco-
nomic pressures that lead to
ropouts, ¢nd adopting ho-
listic integrating

economic barriers, infra-
structure deficiencies, and
cultural attitudes toward
education.

Lessons from Success

0ns, ro-

proved n
than boys' in several states.
This trend und; the

bust policies p £ uni-
versal education, backed hy
i funding and po-

education completion rates
improved from 81.3% to
89.2% for boys and from
80.4% to 95.6% for girs
during the same period.
These states exemplify
how strategic investments
in educati rastructure,
teacher trainin com-
munity engagement can
yield extraordinary results.
Their success sets a bench-

a

suceess of targeted pro-
grams addressing the
unique challenges faced by
girls, such as safety con-
ack of sanitary
and societal expecta-

tions.

Programs  like Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao and
the provision of bicycles
and free sanitary pads have
played pivotal roles in en-

mark for other states t -
ulate.

Emerging Stars: Ut-
tarakhand’s Remark-
able Progress

While Kerala and Tamil
Nadu continue to excel,
states like Uttarakhand are
emerging as new leadersin
education.

In 2019, Uttarakhand
recorded a secondary edu-
cation completion rate of
83.5% for girls, comparable
to Maharashtra. However,
by 2024, the state had
leaped ahead, with a reten-
tion rate of 92.8%, signifi-

abling girls t their
education. Asa result, stites
like Kerala. Tamil Nadu,
and Ut khand now boast

litical will, are quite essen-

education with health and
nutrition programs te
sure that students are phy
ically and mentally pre-
pared to learn
A Brighter Future
India’s progress in re-
ducing school dropout rates
is a reason for celebration,
States like K Tamil
Nadu, and Uttarakhand
have exhibited that trans-
formative change is possible
and

tial. Kerala's b on
teacher training and Tamil
Nadu's mid-day meal
scheme are examples of im-
pactful programs.
Engaging communities
to value and support edu-
s a culture of
sroots initia-
tives that involve parents
and local leaders have
proven cffective in ad-
ng dropouts and ad-
dressing gender-specific
challenges through pro-

higher retention rates for
girls compared to boys.
Persistent Challenges
in Certain States
Despite the overall posi-
tive trend, some states con-
tinue to grapple with high
dropout rates. Bihar and
Assam are particularly con-
cerning. with retention rates
slipping further between
2019 and 2024. In Bihar,
only 4 1 out of 100 girls
1 4

grams like scholarships,
transportation, and safety
measures ensures higher
retention rates for girls.

A Call to Action

The improvement made
in recent years is a demon-
stration to the power of col-
lective action, but the jour-
ney is far from over. Bridg-
ing the gaps in states like Bi-

har and Assam necessitates
umu\duu- solutions and
i i resources. i

y edu-

with the right str
unwavering commitment.
As the country continues
its path toward universal
education, the focus must
remain on empowering
every child to access and
mmplme their education.

By addressing regional
disparities .uul learning
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THE WISDOM TREE

By Suveen Kumar

MAKEAD

1f one thing that will ever
make a difference in some-
one's lifee is not how smart-
mouth you are but how
sweet-heart you are, if one
think that would ever make
a difference in someone’s
life is not how much you
could i

IFFERENCE

smile and they will fall in
love, you can just hug and
they will forever be yours.
When your love is not work-
ing for someone you want to

give then give it to someone
who wants to receive, when
vour wealth is not making

but how well you
cared someone, if
one thing that
would ever make
adifference in
someone's g
life is not
h o w
much

THE WISDOM TREE -

favour you got but how much
favour you gave to ones who
didn't have any. Have your
own rules of life but most im-
portantly, believe in them.
Words we speak out of our
ego are meant to be ov
heard, actions we take out of
our ego are meant to be ig-
nored, thirigs we give out of
our ego meant to be passed
on

You have to be different to
make a difference in your life
but youdon't have to be dif-
ferent to miake a difference in
someone else’s life. You can
be just you and they will be
no more they, you can just

you want to
make then give it to
someone who lacks it

they don't hurt,
be nice be-
cause thatis

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

cause it is vanishing from the
world. You don't have to
have a perfect reason to do
good things, to do good
things even bad excuses e
ncn:'plcd Making
ence is not alw;
things different, it is some-
times keeping things from
being different that is beau-
tiful, it i sometimes stopping
things from changing to dif-
ferent that is best in form.

Moral: The best way to
make a difference is knowing
what needs to be different
and then helping it to be
different.

abad (9650481204),

from In-
dia can ensure that its chil-
dren, regardless of their
background, have the op-
port y to learn, grow,

ahead holds enormous
promise, and with sustained
efforts, a future where edu-
cation is truthfull iversal
and inclusive is within
reach.

(Data inputs from
CRY- Child Rights and
You analysis)

(Author is an inde-
pendent  rescarcher
based in New Delhi)
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President
Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Sunday urged
the count outh

to "stay vigilant" agminst
“anti-national forces”, say-
ing it alone will secure In-
din's democratic valaes.

In his address at a cere-
mony at the Delhi Canton-
ment here to mark the for-
mal inauguration of the
NCC Republic Day Camp,
he also said “nationalism
has to override all other in-
terests, personal or organi-
sational”.

“The vice president said
the foundation of "our na-
tional transformation” rests
on five basie pillars and
these include social harmo-
ny, environmental protec-
tion and adherence to civic
duties

"Our Constitution gives
us fundamental rights and
we are conscious of those
fundamental rights but

th re fundamental du-

ties also. Nations blossom,
nationalism is nurtured,
growth is secured, harmony
is stabilised when every ¢
izen of the country believes
and subscribes to funda-
mental duties, For civie du-
ties, you as a disciplined

added.

A total of 2,361 NCC
cadets from around the
country are taking part in
the month-long Republic
Day camp, which began on
December 30, and will cul
minate with the PM's mlly
on January 27.

The annual event is als
witnessing the participa-
tion of 917 ;,1:] cadu:. the

nationalism and nation-first
approach. No nation in the
world can grow unless its
citizens are deeply mm:lm-

ted to npat 1

members of the f(li':z can
really be torch-bearers,” he

Dhankhar told the gather-
ing.

tionalism has to over-
ride all other interests, per-
sonal or organisational. Na-
tion first approach has to be
ouronly approach, maintain
these qualities as a tribute to
our motherland,” he said.

In his address, the vice
1 s0 emphasised
ion of be-
coming a developed nation
by 2047 is no longer a
dream but a "certain desti-
nation™.

He praised the National
Cadet Corps (NCC) eadets
for being a section of the
country's youth known for
fostering unity and disci-
plinewith a sense of service
to the nation.

PFI Phulwari Sharif conspiracy
case: NIA arrests 18th accused

New Delhi _
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA} on Saturday
arrested a key accused in
the Phulwari Sharif Popular
Front of India (PFI) case
from the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational (1G1) Airport in
Delhi.

“The accused was arrested
on arrival from Dubai, Unit-
ed Arab Emimates (UAE),
the ageney said in a release
on Sunday. An NIA team
artested accused Moham-
mad Sajjad Alam of east
Champaran district of Bi-
har, as soon as he landed at
the 1GI airport. Alam, a
trained cadre of the banned
PF1, had an arrest warrant is-
sued against him by the NIA
special court in Patna and

also had a Look Out Circular
issued against him.

As per NIA investigations,
the accused was involved in
channelising illegal funds
from Dubaito PFI cadres in
Bihar through a UAE, Kar-
nataka and Kerala-based
syndicate. The funds were
used for promoting the
banned outfit’s criminal and
unlawful activities. The case
“RC-31/2022/NIA/DLI" was
initially registered by the
Phulwari Sharif police in
July 2022 and related to PFT
cadres’ involvement in un-

lawful and anti-national ac-
tivitics. The cadres had con-
spired to create an atmos-
phere of terror and spread
religious enmity between
members of different reli-
gions and groups through ac-
tiv prejudicial to the
ance of peace and
in the country.

Aimed atdisrupting pub-
lie tranquillity and causing
disaffection against India,
their activities involved the
use of criminal force to ad-
vance the PFlideology of es-
tablishing Islamic rule in In-
dia as envisaged in the or-
ganisation’s vision docu-
ment, “India 2047 Towards
Rule of Islam in India, In-
ternal Document: Not for
circulation.”
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VP Dhankhar urges youth to remain
vigilant against anti-national forces

B The vice president said the foundation of "our national transformation" rests on five basic pillars
and these include social harmony, environmental protection and adherence to civic duties.

"My dear cadets, stay vig-
ilant against anti-national
forces because that alone
will secure our democratic
values. Our dedication to
motherland has to be the
foremost. It has to be stead-

country,” he sai ld

Dhankhar said  the
month-long camp, with
convergence of over 2,000
cadets, is bound to be "re-
markably rewarding”

Of the 2,361 cadets at the
camp, 114 are from Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh
and 178 from the northeast
region

"Boys and girls, vou rep-
resent our youth demo-
graphic dividend. This is
envy of the world, our de-
veloped nation vision at
2047 is no longer a dream.

It is our certain destina-
tion,” the vice president
said.

“You all are crucial to
Bharat's development at
2047," he stressed

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi-led government

fast, it has to be unflinchi
it has to be unshakeable
because it is bedrock and
foundation of our exis
tence,” Dhankhar said.

The vice president fur-
ther said the “challenges
are emanating” because the
nation is witnessing a rise
which is "globally ac-
claimed”.

"A rise that is incremen-
tal for last decade or so,
rise that is envy of the world,

has 5
Viksit Bharat' by
when the nation completes
100 years of independence
from calonial rule.

"Boys and girls, you are
fortunate to be Iving at a
time when India is no
longer a nation with a po-
tential. It is a nation rising
with unmatched infra-
structure growth,”
Dhankhar said.

He cited various infra-

47

structure projects, including
new airports and metros, to
emphasise his point

"To reflect on our digital
penetration, technological
advaneement that has been
accoladed by the world, we
have 6.5 billion manthly
digital transactions. Boys
and girls, we are living at a
time when national opti-
mism prevails as we ap-
proach to beeoming the
world's third largest global
" he said
e president un-
derlined that youth oppor-
tunities expand as “global
mstitutions hail Bharat as
favourite prime investment
destination”.

The government has tak-
en much-needed initintives
and policy decisions. Now
there is “transformation
from discriminatory to mer-
it-based mechanisms all
over,” he said.

Emphasising the five-
point mantra, Dhankhar
said, "l urge all citizens and

cadets to practise these in all
eamestness, in letter and
spirit because subscribing to
these, adh to these,

Govt launches 2 special
categories visas for
international students

New Delhi
The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs on Sunday introduced
two special category visas
international students in-
tending to pursue higher
education in the country.

The ‘e-student visa' and
‘e-student-x"visa have heen
introduced by the Ministry.
Students using any of the
two visas, the ‘e-student
visa' and ‘e-student-x’ visa
will have to use the Study in
India’ (SIT) portal launched
by the government.

Eligible international stu-
dents regist
Study in India
can access the
visa facility, while depend-
ents of e-student visa hold-
gible for the ¢-stu-
x visa, officials stated.

The SII portal facilitates
the admission process of
international students who
wish to pursue either long-
term or short-term courses
in India.

"To obtain avisa, students
must apply through the por-
tal at
indianvisaonline gov.in,
where the SITID will verify
the authenticity of theirap-
plications.

Hence it is mandatory for
students to apply to Indian

The e-student visa will be
granted to such foreign na-
tionals who obtain admis-
sion to studving in India
and who wish to pursue
s, regular, full-
time, courses of under grad-
uate, post graduation, PhD
and such other formal pro-
grammes at educational in-
stitutes duly recognised by
the statutory and regulato-
body in India, the officials
.

These visasare issued for
durations of up to five years,
depending on the course
length, and can be extended.
Holders of valid e-student

visas ean enter India
through any immigration
check post.

The Sil is a flagship ini-
tiative by the Ministry of
Education, hosting over 600
],Mﬂ!l(!' institutions offer-
ing move Ihuu 8, 000 cours-
i suchas

higher ed l institu-
tions through SII website,
lhu officials said

will be game changer and
game changer for the better
for Bharat, that is home to
one-sixth of humanity.

il may proceed
with their visa applications
only after receiving an ad-
mission offer from one of
SIT's partner institutions.

Chinese annexation of Indian territory occurred
during Nehru's term: BJP hits back at Congress

__ NewDelhi
The BJP on Sunday flayed
the Congress for alleging
Chinese occupation of the In-
dian territory during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
term and said the grand old
party cannot get away with
“such lies” as all of it oecurred
during Jawaharlal Nehru's
tenure.

The BJF's reaction came a
day after the Congress al-
leged in a post on X, "China
kept oceupying India’s land.
Narendra Modi kept giving
clean chit.” Reacting sharply,
BJP IT department head
Amit Malviya said the Con-
gress has the "dishonesty” to
speak of Chinese annexa-
tion of the Indian territory
despite the fact that all of it

LS Speaker Om Birla to inaugurate
“Panchayat se Parliament 2.0”

1

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla will be inangurating
the second edition of the
ong-day programme *Pan-
chayat Se Parliament” on
Monday at the Central
Hall of Samvidhan Sadan,
as per an official state-
ment.

‘The programme is being
organised in commemo-
ration of the 150th birth
anniversary of Bhagwan
Birsa Munda and w
clude workshaps, s
and a guided tour of key
locations such as the new
Parlinment House,
Samvidhan Sadan, Prad-
hanmantri Sangrahalaya,
und Rashtraputi Bhawan.

The programme will
bring together 502 elected
women representatives
from Scheduled Tribes

ss 22 states and Union
'lermurle.m Its primary fo-
cus is to empower these
women representatives
from Panchayati Raj in-
stitutions by enhancing
their unders g of
constitutional provisions,

L
tives in arcas such as edu-
cation and rural develop-
ment.

Tntera e workshops
and sessions will also he
held, moderated by ex-
perts and Members of Par-
liament. Topies will in-
clude constitutional pro-
visions related to women,
with a special focus on the
74rd Amendment and the
The Provisions of the Pan
chayats (Extension to the

par yp g
and governance. The pro-
gramme also aims to
recognise the contribu-
tions of these representa-

Scheduled Areas) (PESA)
Act, as well as government
schemes addressing tribal
issues.

The Lok Sabha Speaker
will also lead the delegates
in reading the Preamble to
the Constitution of India
during the event.

The event will be at-
tended by several digni-
taries, including Union
ister for Women and
Child Development Anna-
purna Devi, Chairperson
of the National Commis

sion for Women Vijaya
Ut-

Rahatkar, and other
pal Ku
tary-General of Lok Sabha,
will deliver the welcome
address, and Union Min-

The programme is
being organised in
commemoration of
the 150th birth an-
niversary of Bhagwan
Birsa Munda and will
include workshops,
sessions, and a guided
tour of key locations
such as the new Par-
liament House,
Samvidhan Sadan,
Pradhanmantri San-
grahalaya, and Rash-
trapati Bhawan.
——————————

ister of Tribal Affairs, Jual
address the
on later in the

“Panchayat Se Parlia-
ment 2.0” follows the suc-
cess of "Panchayat Se Par-
liament 2024,” which en-
gaged 500 women
Sarpanch from across In-
dia. The second edition
aims to build upon the
progress made, further
strengthening the leader-
ship skills of women, par-
ticularly in rural and trib-
al communities.

oceurred during Nehru's
tenure as the prime minister.

"Imagine blaming Prime
Minister Modi for Nehru's
betrayal." he said in o post on
X

"The Congress cannot get
away with such lies, even if
Rahul Gandhi thinks other-

wise,” he added.

Malviya said the "reality”
is that He'an County is the
new name for Aksai Chin,
which China occupied by
1962,

“The Hekang County refers
to the adjacent territory, he
said.

"The. axgml‘z.mcr of Hi
County lies in the C

mally u]wmd in 1957, Prime
Minister Nehru acknowl-
edged its construetion in
Parlinment in 1959,” Malviya
said.

The “key features” of the
He'an County include Haji
Langar, occupied by China in
1959 and an Indian patrol
wass detained here in 1958, he
said.

"Qizl Jilga, captured by
China in 1962. Chung Tash,
oceupied by China in 1962,
Dehra Compas, taken over
by China in 1961. Shamal
Lungpa, seized by China in
October 1959, close to the
site of a 1959 attack on an In-
dian patrol,” Malviva said

No HMPV cases in Andhra; need
not panic, says health official

: no reported cases
of Human Metapneu-
movirus (HMPV) in Andhra
Pradesh, a health official
said on Sunday, assuring the
public that there is no need
to panic about the virus.

Public Health and Family
Welfare Director K Padma-
vathi stated that the virus
spreads from on to per-
son, similar to Covid-19, pri-
marily affecting children,
the elderly, and individuals
with weakened immunity.
here are no HMPV cas-
es in Andhra Pradesh. The
virus, detected in China, does
not warrant any panic,” Pad-
mavathi said in an official
press release.

According to the director,
individuals in close contact
with HMPV-infected per-
sons are at risk of contract-
ing the virus.

Public Health and
Family Welfare
Director K Pad-
mavathi stated
that the virus
spreads from
person to per-
son, similar to

Sheadded thatitcanalso  Coyid-19 prima-
spread through coughing, ! o)
sneczing, touch, and hand- Fily affecting chil-
shakes with infected indi- dren, the Elderlv
viduals. <.

Similarly Pad ni and
noted that the disease can H 7 d
spread through utensils used with
by infected individuals. immunity.

The symptoms of the dis-

cough, blocked nose, runny
nose, sore throat, and

include fiu-like signssuch as

Tn some cases, shie noted,
preumonia and bronchitis
may also develop. She added
that the se tends to be
more severe in children, the
elderly, and individuals with
chronic illnesses.

Recommending preven-
tive measures similar to
those followed during Covid-
19, the director advised
washing hands with soap
for at least 20 seconds and
covering the nose and mouth
with a handkerchief while
coughing or sneezing, among
other precaittions.

She further noted that
there is currently no specif-

engineering, marm;,cmem
8, Arts,

ieal sciences (including
pharmacy and nursing), and
specialised fields like Bud-
dhist Studies and Yoga.

"BJP is extremely
anti-women”:
Congress’

strongly eriticised the B.ll‘
candidate from Kalkaji for
the upcoming Delhi
sembly Polls, Ramesh Bid-
huri, over his recent com-
ment on Congress MP
Privanka Gandhi, terming,
the remark as “shameful,”
and accused the BIP of
fostering an anti-women
mindset,

Taking to X, Shrinate
said that Bidhuri's state-
ment against Congress
Lok Sabha MP from
Wayanad, was not only
shameful but also shows
his “disgusting” mentality
towards women.

She further questioned
the BIP's response to the
incident, referring to Bid-
huri's previous useaf foul
language against a fellow
MP for which he did not
faa v punishment

“BJP is extremely anti-
women. Ramesh Bidhuri's
Statement regarding
Priyanka Gandhi is not
only shameful but also
shows his disgusting men-
tality towards women. But
what else can be expected
from a man who used foul
language against his fellow
MP in the House and did
not receive any punish-
ment? This is the real face
of the BJP," she said.

This came following a
video of Bhiduri shared
by AAP MP Sanjay Singh
onX, where he stated that
they would make all the
roads in Kalkaji like the
cheeks of Privanka Gand-
if BJP comes to power.

Shrinate added that the
women leaders of the par-
ty, including Wemen De-
velopment Minister and

breathing difficulties.

ic antiviral or vag-
cine for AMPV and added
that affected children and
elderly individuals will be
treated at government hos-
pitals.

BJP presi JP Nadda,
\huuld speak out about
such remarks. She also
called an Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to address
the issue.




Pak pilgrims

to arrive on
Monday in
Ajmer to attend
annual Urs

Ajmer (Rajasthan):
A delegation of Pakistan
pilgrims will arrive on
Monday in Ajmer to at-
tend the annual Ajmer
Urs.

“As per the schedule,
they (Pakistan pilgrims)
will arrive on January 6
and return via train on
January 10 around pm.
Around 100 people will
come,” Gajendra Singh
Rathore, Additional Dis-
trict Collector Ajmer said.

“They will be accompa-
nied to the Dargah in the
resence of full security,”
e added.
M hil Union
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UP CM Yogi to perform Ram Lalla’s Abhishek
during Pratishtha Dwadashi fest on January 11

Lucknow:

A thya will host
the  Pratishtha
wadashi  festi-

val from January 11 to
13, celebrating the first
anniversary of Ram
Lalla’s installation in
the grand temple.

On the opening day,
January 11, Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
will perform the sacred
Abhishek of Shri Ram
Lalla in the sanctum
sanctorum at 11 AM.
Following this, he will
inaugurate a cultural
programme at Angad
Tila and address devo-
tees.

Dewhonal songs by

Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Saturday visited the re-
vered Dargah of Khwaja
Moinuddin  Chishti in
Ajmer on the occasion of
the 813th Urs.

Following his visit, he
posted a tweet on Post
X, stating, “On the very
auspicious occasion of
the 813th Urs of Khwa-
ja Moinuddin Chishti, T
had the privilege of vis-
iting the revered Dargah
Ajmer Sharif. On behalf
of Hon'ble PM Shri @
narendramodi ji, T of-
fered the sacred chadar,
a timeless gesture of
faith, unity & peace that
inspires millions.”

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday
presented the Chadar
that would be offered on
his behalf at the Ajmer
Sharif Dargah on the Urs
of Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti on the oceasion
of 813th Urs.

The chadar was pre-
sented to the Minister
of Parliamentary Affairs
and Minister of Mi
ity Affairs, Kiren Ri
and BJP Minority Mor-
cha President Jamal Sid-
diqui.

CM to launch
nation’s
largest youth
empowerment
initiative on UP

Diwas

Lucknow:

In a landmark initiative
to economically empower

the youth of Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath is set to launch
the Mukhyamantri Yuva
Udyam Vikas Abhiyan on
January 24, celebrated as
UP Diwas.

This ambitious program,
touted as the nation’s larg-
est youth employment
drive, aims to create one
lakh jobs annually, benefit-
ting 10 lakh young individ-
uals over the next decade.
A standout feature of the
initiative is the provision
of interest-free and guar-
antee-free loans to aspiring

entreprencurs, enabling
them to establish their
ventures and contribute to
self-relim%e;c and economic
growth in the state.

The Chief Minister has
consistently  emphasized
his vision of transforming
Uttar Pradesh’s youth into
job creators rather than job
seekers. In line with this
goal, the Mukhyamantri
Yuva Udyam Vikas Abhi-
yan will support 25000
beneficiaries m its initial
phase through loans.

As part of the campaign,
youth aged 21 to 40 years,
who have completed at

Class 8 and possess
skill training, can apply for
Toans on the official portal
https://msme.up.gov.in.
‘The portal provides access
t0 400 project reports and
600 business ideas in var-
jous formats, along with
videos and expert guidance
on starting and managing
businesses.

Auvt Contact
9818799941

artists  in-
cludmg Sonu  Nigam,
Shankar  Mahadevan,

and Malini Awasthi will
also be released on the
oceasion.

Champat Rai, Gener-
al Secretary of the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust
said here on Sunday
that, “On January 11,
corresponding to Paush
Shukla Paksha, Dwa-
dashi, Vikram Samvat
2001, we mark one year
since the establishment
of the newly built tem-
ple at Ayodhya Dham,
the sacred birthplace of
Maryada Purushottam
Lord Shri Ram, the pa-
tron of Indian culture

and Sanatan Dharma.

He added, “Events
will include vibrant kir-
tans at key locations
across Ayodhya, such
as Lata U\owk J tnma-
bhoomi Path, ingar
Haat, Ram Ki Pa:dl Su-
griva Fort, and Chhoti
Devkali. Young aj <
will enchant audien
with  musical perfor-
mances throughout the
city.”

As part of the festiv-
ities, he said, “A three-
day Shri Ram Raag-Se-
va program will take
place in a pavilion near
the temple’'s sanctum
sanctorum. This initi-
ative, led by Ayodhya
artist Yatindra Mishra,

wtth support from the
Sangeet Natak Acade-
my, will present devo-
tional offerings to Lord
Shri Ram through music,
dance, and instrumental
performances.”

The Trust has ex-
tended invitations to
sants and  devotees
from across the country.
Champat Rai urged res-
idents and pilgrims to
participate in the cele-
brations, making at least
a one day visit during
the three-day festival to
honour the occasion and
experience the spiritual
atmosphere of Ayodhya.

Ram Temple was inau-
gurated by Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi on

Two Megawatt Solar Power Plant
installed in Kaza: CM Sukhu

Shimla:
Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu today here said
that a 2 Megawatt solar
power plant has been
installed to ensure and
improve the power sup-
ply in the tribal region
of Kaza. He appreci-
ated the efforts of the
officers and employees
of the Electricity Board,
who worked diligently
to complete this project.

He said that with-
in a few months, the
plant would be fully
operational with the
addition of a 1 MWh
battery storage system.

The Chief Minister
stated that the state
government was  fo-
cusing  on maximiz-
ing the use of solar
energy to make Him-
achal Pradesh a ‘Green
State’,

To support this EV
charging stations were
being set up in vari-
ous areas based on de-
mand. He said that the
government has also
approved the instal-
lation of 18 Megawatt
ground-mounted and
rooftop solar plants on
vacant land near Elec-
tricity Board offices.

Apart from this, the

state government was
also working to install
rooftop solar systems
on 50,000 houses
across the state by
2026-27. As of now,
4,444 applications
have been received for
scheme.

Thakur Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu said that
the state government
was taking measures
to  make Himachal
Pradesh  self-reliant
by proper utilization
of resources of the
state. These measures
include rationalizing
electricity  subsidies
and the staff. He said
that the power project
agreements signed by
the Electricity Board

were under review and
loans taken at high-in-
terest rates would be
reassessed.

This would help the
Board repay loans at
lower interest rates
and reduce its debt
burden. It would play
an important role in
making the Himachal
Pradesh State Elec-
tricity Board Limited
self-reliant.

He further said that
the state government
was committed to safe-
guarding the interests
of employees and for
their betterment and
the government was
regularly  providing
them the financial
benefits.

January 22, 2024
During the three-day
programme: On day
one, January 11, the
festival will open with
Raga Seva, performed
by renowned singer
Usha Mangeshkar, sis-
ter of the legendary
Lata Mangeshkar, and
accompanied by Mayu-
re%h Pai, who will pres-
t devotional bhajans.
Thls will be followed
by a soulful duet (ju-
galbandi) of the sitar
by Sahitya Nahar and
the violin by Santosh
Nahar. The day will
conclude with a capti-
vating  Bharatnatyam
dance performance by
Dr Ananda Shankar

e
Devotional songs by
renowned artists in-
cluding Sonu Nigam,
Shankar Mahadevan,
and Malini Awasthi
will also be released

on the occasion. I

Jayant.
On January 12, the
second day will be-

gin with Raga Seva by
celebrated folk sing-
er Shailesh Srivastava,
featuring  traditional
Badhawa and Sohar
melodies.  Following
this, classical vocalist
Kalapini Komkali will
perform Shri Ram bha-
Jjans and Nirgun Gayan.
The day’s programme
will end with a mes-
merising flute recital
by the international-
ly acclaimed maestro,
Rakesh Chaurasia.

On January 13, the fes-
tival's final day will start
with a classical vocal
performance by the ac-
claimed Aarti Ankalikar,
followed by an elegant
Kathak  performance
by renowned dancer
Shobhana Narayan. The
grand finale will feature
classical singing and
Shri Ram bhajans by the
celebrated South Tndian
duo, Shri Krishna Mo-
han and Shri Ram Mo-
han Thrissur Brothers.

Security ramped up as
sea of devotees throng
Mahakumbh 2025

__ Prayagraj:

With the Mahakumb
set to begin next week,
authorities have put
in place a set of secu-
rity measures, includ-
ing automatic number
plate recognition tech-
nolo; as crores of
people are expected to
throng the holy city of
Parayagraj.
Elaborating on the
security measures,
Mahakumbh  Senior
Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Rajesh
Dwivedi said“..Auto-
matic number plate
recognition  technol-
ogy is also available
with us to verify ve-
hicles in real-time...
We have deployed an
anti-drone system to
keep a check on drones
flying without permis-
sion. We also have un-
derwater cameras...”
“We have a number
of boats, speed boats,
water police person-
nel and professional
divers to ensure the
safety of people in the
water...,” he added.
Meanwhile, Uttar
Pradesh DGP Prashant
Kumar inspected the
Kumbh site on Satur-
day and elaborated on
the security arrange-
ments for the celebra-
tions.

“I have seen the
mock drill of NDRF
and SDRF to know
what would be our re-
sponse time if a boat
capsized, which was
very good. Along with
that, a mock drill of
women ATS comman-
dos was also going on.
It is also being seen
what would be the ar-
rangement for bathing
at the ghat, and these
time arrangements are
being made in such a
way that the length of
the ghats has been in-
creased so that people
can be accommodated
properly. People who
come from whichever
route, we will make
them take a bath at
the ghat of the same
route and then send
them back,” Prashant
Kumar had said.

The Maha Kumbh is
being celebrated after
12 years and a huge
turnout of devotees is
expected in Prayagraj
from January 13 to
February 26.

The main bathing
rituals, known as the
Shahi  Snan (royal
baths), will take place
on January 14 (Makar
Sankranti),  January
29 (Mauni Amavasya),
and February 3 (Bas-
ant Panchami).

‘Drinking water supply scam now in Cong rule’

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:

Water scam has now

become a topic of dis-
cussion in Himachal
Pradesh. On one hand,
the Deputy Chief Min-
ister, the Minister of
Jal Shakti Department,
is trying to suppress
the matter by taking
action against a few
officials, while the
Chief Minister is try-
ing to save those gov-
ernment-protected
contractors and Con-
gress leaders.

The Deputy Chief
Minister was loud-
ly claiming that the
Sukhu government’s
hands are clean, while
on the other hand, his
own department kept
looting the govern-
ment treasury by pre-
paring fake bills for
providing  drinking
water to people by
carrying it on scoot-
ers. Former Chief
Minister and Leader
of Opposition Jairam
Thakur, while talking
to the media in Mandi,
said that in the water
supply seam of about
Rs. 1.25 crore in The-
og, Shimla, water was
supplied on scooters
and Maruti cars. In
this, the numbers of
all the vehicles and
the names of the peo-

Journalist Welfare Fund to
increase to Rs 10 crore: CM Dhami

Dehradun:
Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh
Dhami has said that the
budget of the Journal-
ist Welfare Fund in the
state will be increased
from Rs five crore to Rs
10 crore. CM Dhami said
that journalists will now
be given accreditation by
the state government at
the tehsil level as well,

He also participated in
the oath-taking ceremo-
ny of the newly elected
executive of Uttaranchal
Press Club in Dehradun
earlier on Saturday.

During the program,
the Chief Minister said
that the Non-resident
Uttarakhandis have
shown interest in the
‘Adopt a Village’ pro-
gram and have present-
ed their proposals to the
government.

A detailed develop-

H

JEE s ddage A

pared for the identified
villages on the sugges-
tions of the Non-resi-
dents. The said villages,
becoming role models of
development, will also
serve as an inspiration
for other migrants.

ment plan is being pre-

Showinginterest inthe
Adopt a Village program
being run for Non-res-
idents living abroad on
the initiative of Chief

Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami, many NRIs have
identified villages for
themselves. Along with

this, a roadmap of de-
velopment for the iden-
tified villages has also
been presented before
the state government.
The idea of the ‘Adopt
a Village” program came
out in a dialogue held
by Chief Minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami with
Non-resident  Uttara-
khandis living in differ-
ent countries on March
5 in which the Chief
Minister appealed to
the NRIs to adopt one
or more villages in the
state. After this, many
Non-residents have
identified villages and
presented a roadmap of
the work to be done here
to the state government,
He also inaugurated
the 5-day State Indus-
trial Agriculture Devel-
opment Fair organized
in memory of Veer Shi-
romani Madho Singh

COMMI

ple have also been ex-
posed through RTI.
He said that the
state government has
taken action against
the concerned high
officials, but the Chief
Minister of the state
is trying to save the
Congress leaders and
contractors involved
with the officials in
the scam. Strict ac-
tion should be taken
against them for this
act. Such incidents
have been happening
in the state for two
years but the con-
tractors who are pro-
tected by the govern-
ment are doing their

Bhandari at Maletha
Tehri Garhwalon Friday.
The Chief Minister in-
spected the departmen-
tal stalls and saluted
the march past the ral-
1y taken out by various
schools and NCC cadets
on this occasion,

Speaking to ANI, CM
Dhami _said, “Madho
Singh Bhandari was a
brave warrior and the
coming generations
should know about him.
The state government
is working to fulfil the
solve of Madho Singh
Bhandari. The state gov-
ernment is committed
to ensuring the develop-
ment of the state.”

Earlier, on Friday, the
Chief Minister garland-
ed the statue of Veer
Shiromani Madho Singh
Bhandari at his memo-
rial in Maletha and paid
homage to him.

job without any fear
and are earning mon-
ey by doing wrong
things. He said that
the Congress govern-
ment of the state has
crossed all limits of
corruption. There is
only looting in Him-
achal.

The government is
not able to do devel-
opment work while
in many departments
the government treas-
ury is being looted by
just making bills. He
said that the BJP is
trying to get to the
bottom of the corrup-
tion cases so that their
deeds can be exposed.

Govt. is protecting
Congress leaders
and contractors who
have govt protection:

JR Thakur 1

There is no such de-
partment in which
there has been no
scam. There are com-
plaints of many types
of irregularities in
the industries, forest,
tourism, health and
agriculture  depart-
ments but demanding
an investigation from
this government has
become a crime.

Cases are being reg-
istered against those
who raise their voice.
Even the fourth pil-

lar  of democracy,
the media, is being
targeted and cases

are being registered
against them to scare
them. We have al-
ready submitted the
raw account of their
deeds to the Gover-
nor. Now even com-
mon people are mak-
ing revelations about
their work by taking
information through
RTI which is worrying
and extremely sur-
prising. The popular-
ity of the government
has reached its lowest
point.

Maha Kumbh: UP govt set to introduce
40 electrict buses for devotees

Prayagraj:

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment will introduce
electric buses to ensure
convenient  transporta-
tion services for devotees
gearing up to visit the
2025 Maha Kumbh Mela,
which is scheduled to
commence on January 13.
Nearly 10 to 15 buses are
set to begin operations in
the holy city ahead of the
Kumbh.

Additionally, 30 more
buses will be dispatched
from the Lucknow head-
quarters to Prayagraj
ahead of the main bathing
festival, Mauni Amavasya,
onJanuary 29.

Flectric buses will op-
erate on various routes to
provide seamless trans-
port services to devotees,
making the journey more
convenient. With crores
of people expected to at-
tend the Maha Kumbh,
these buses are set to play
acrucial role in managing
transportation.

Ajit Kumar Singh, Gen-
eral Manager (GM) Tech-

nical of Uttar Pradesh
Transport ~ Corporation,
stated in a press release,
“Before the start of the
Maha Kumbh Mela, 10 to
15 electrie buses will begin
operations in Prayagraj.
Additionally, around 30
to 40 buses will arrive
in Prayagraj before the
l\:jium Amavasya festi-

He further informed
that the buses are be-
ing supplied by Switch
Mobility. Each bus is 12
meters long and can
run for more than 200
kilometres on a single
charge.

Singh mentioned that
the new electric buses al-
located to the Transport
Corporation are being
directly dispatched to the
Prayagraj area. Previous-
ly, pre-delivery inspec-
tions were conducted in
Kanpur, but considering
the Maha Kumbh Mela,
these inspections will
now be carried out in the
Prayagraj region under
the Prayag Depot.
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Bangladesh
cancels planned
training of
judges in India

mtenm
gmemmem on Sunday
cancelled a planned
training programme for
50 judges and judicial
officers in India, scrap-
ping a previous notifi-
cation.

“The notification has
been cancelled,” a law
ministry spokesmaﬂ
sa.xd without elaborat-

ng.

The Daily Star news-
paper, however, re-
ported the cancellation
came in compliance
with a directive from
Bangladesh’s Supreme
‘ourt.

The cancellation or-
der came a day after the
state-run  Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha re-
ported that 50 lower
Judiciary judges would
undergo a one-day
training  programme
from February 10 at
the National Judicial
Academy and the State

Judicial Academy in
Madhya Pradesh.
The trainee judges

selected under the pro-
gramme were district
and sessions judge or
its ivalent officers,
additional district and
sessions judge, joint
distriet judge, senior
assistant judge and as-
sistant judge.

The Indian govern-
ment was supposed to
bear all the expenses
for the training pro-

ammes.

India and Bangladesh
have witnessed strained
ties since the deposed
prime minister Sheikh
Hasina fled to New
Delhi on August 5 last
year followi a mas-
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Ukraine will ask allies to boost its air defenses
at a meeting in Germany, Zelenskyy says

raine's Presi-

dent  Volodymyr

Zelenskyy said he
will again call on allies
to boost its air defens-
es at this week's meet-
ing in Germany, as U.S.
President-elect Donald
Trump takes over later
this month with a vow
to end the almost three-
year war quickly.

Zelenskyy said that
dozens of partner coun-
tries will participate in
the meeting of the Ram-
stein group at Ramstein
Air Base in Germany on
Thursday, “including
those who can help boost
our capabilities not only
to defend against mis-
siles but also against
guided bombs and Rus-
sian aviation,"

"We will discuss this
with them and eontin-
ue to persuade them,”
Zelenskyy said in his
nightly address on Sat-
urday. "The task remains
unchanged: strengthen-
ing our air defense.”

U.S. Defense Secretary
Lloyd J. Austin will at-
tend the meeting. Biden
was originally scheduled
to attend the October

because of response to
Hurricane Milton that
battered the U.S.

In its last few weeks in
office, the Biden admin-
istration was pressing
to send as much mili-
tary aid as possible to
Ukraine before Trump is
sworn in Jan. 20,

Trump claimed dur-
ing his election cam-
paign that he could end
the war in one day and
his comments have put
a question mark over

— -
summit in Ramstein whether the United
but it was postponed Stateswill continue to be

Ukraine's biggest — and
most important — mili-
tary backer.

Zelenskyy said last
week that Trump is
"strong and unpredicta-
ble," and those qualities
can be a decisive factor
in his policy approach
to Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.

Advertisements

Russia controls about
one-fifth of Ukraine, and
capitalized last year on
weaknesses in Ukraine's

defenses to slowly ad-

vance in eastern areas
despite high losses of
troops and equipment.
The war's trajectory isn't
in Ukraine’s favor. The
country is shorthand-
ed on the front line and
needs continued support
from its Western part-
ners,

Zelenskyy said Sat-
urday that Russian and
North Korean troops
had suffered heavy loss-
es in the fighting in Rus-
sia's Kursk region.

"In battles yesterday

and today near just one
village, Makhnovka, in
the Kursk region, the
Russian army lost uptoa
battalion of North Kore-
an infantry soldiers and
Russian paratroopers,”

Zelenskyy said. "This is
significant."
Zelenskyy said last

month that 3,000 North
Korean troops had been
killed and wounded in
Kursk, where Ukrainian
forces launched an in-
cursion in August, deal-
ing a blow to Russia's
prestige and forcing it
to deploy some of its
troops from a slow-mov-
ing offensive in eastern
Ukraine.

The incursion didn't
significantly change the
dynamic of the war, and
military analysts say
Ukraine has lost around
40% of the land it initial-
Iy captured.

In  other develop-
ments, nine people were
wounded in a Russian
guided bomb attack on
the border town of Se-
menivka in  Ukraine's
northern Chernihiv
region on  Saturday
evening, local officials
said.

South Korean protesters brave
cold to demand Yoon's ouster

N SEOUL:
Hundreds of South Kore-
ans, bundled up against
freezing  temperatures
and snow, rallied over-
night into Sunday near
the residence of im-
peached President Yoon
Suk Yeol, calling for his
ouster and arrest, as au-
thorities prepared to re-
new their efforts to detain
him over his short-lived
martial law decree.

Dozens of anti-corrup-
tion agency investigators
and police attempted to
execute a detainment
warrant against Yoon on
Friday but retreated from
his residence in Seoul af-
ter a tense standoff with
the presidential security
service that lasted more
than five hours.

e one-week war-
rant for his detention is
valid through Monday.
There were no imme-
diate indications that
anti-corruption author-
ities were ready to send
investigators back to the
residence as of Sunday
afternoon. Staff from
the presidential secu-
rity serviee were seen
installing barbed wire
near the gate and along
the hills leading up to
Yoon's residence over
the weekend, possibly in

preparation for another
detention attempt.

Last Tuesday, a Seoul
court issued a warrant to
detain Yoon and a sepa-
rate warrant to search
his residence after the
embattled president de-
fied authorities by refus-
ing to appear for ques-
tioning and obstructing
searches of his office.
But enforcing them is
complicated as long as
Yoon remains in his offi-
cial residence.

Investigators from the
country's  anti-corrup-
tion ageney are weig?n—
ing charges of rebellion
after the conservative
president,  apparently
frustrated that his pol-
icies were blocked by a
legislature  dominated
by the liberal oppesition,
declared martial law on
Dec. 3 and dispatched
troops to surround the
National Assembly.

The Assembly over-
turned  the declara-
tion within hours in a
unanimous  vote and
impeached Yoon on
Dec. 14, accusing him of
rebellion, while South
Korean anti-corruption
authorities and public
prosecutors opened sep-
arate investigations into
the events.

'Our country 1gnored Africa,’ Jimmy Carter said. He didn't

__ NAIROBL:
Jimmy Carter was the
first U.S. president to
make a state visit to
sub-Saharan Africa. He
once called helping with
Zimbabwe's  transition
from white rule to in-
dependence "our Jpreat-
est single success." And
when he died at 100, his

d 's work in

sive student-led protest
that toppled her Awami
League's 16-year regime.
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rural Africa had near-
ly fulfilled his quest to
eliminate a disease that
afflicted millions, for the

first time since the erad-
ication of smallpox.

The African continent,
a booming region with a

population rivaling Chi-

na's that is set to dou-
ble by 2050, is where
Carter's legacy remains
most evident. Until his
presidency, U.S. leaders

had shown little interest
in Africa, even as inde-
pendence  movements
swept the reg;ion in the
1960s and '70s.

"I think the day Gﬂhe
so-called g)
can is over,"
during his warm 1978
reception in  Nigeria,
Africa's most populous
country. He said the of-
ficial state visit swept
aside "past aloofness by
the United States,” and
he joked that he and

Nigerian President Ole-
segun Obasanjo would
go into peanut farming
together.

Cold War tensions
drew Carter's attention
to the continent as the
US. and Soviet Union
competed for influence.
But Carter also drew
on the missionary tra-
ditions of his Baptist
faith and the racial in-
Jjustice he witnessed in
his homeland in the U.S.
South.

"For too long our coun-
try ignored Africa," Cart-
er told the Democratic
National Committee in
his first year as presi-
dent.

African leaders soon
received invitations to
the White House, in-
trigned by the abrupt
interest from the world's
most powerful nation
and what it could mean
for them.

“There is an air of
freshness which is invig-

"There is a

orating," visiting Zam-
bian President Kenneth
Kaunda said.

Carter observed af-
ter his first Africa trip,
common
theme that runs through
the advice to me of lead-
ers of African nations:
'We want to manage our
own affairs. We want to
be friends with both of
the great superpowers
and also with the nations
of Europe. We don't want
to choose up sides.™

CCI to boost enforcement,
leverage tech for fair competition

New Delhi:

OCT will focus on strength-
ening enforcement, en-
hancing  collaborations
and leveraging technology
to ensure fair competition
in the country, its chief
Ravneet Kaur has said.

Competition  Com-
mission of India (CCI),
which has the mandate
to foster fair compe-
tition as well as curb
anti-competitive prac-
tices, has been working
on understanding the
dynamic interplay be-
tween traditional mar-
ket practices and the
rapidly evolving digital
economy.

"There is an impera-
tive need for a nimble,
proactive regulatory ap-
proach that adapts to
emerging market chal-
lenges, particularly in
sectors driven by tech-
nology and innovation,”
Kaur told PTI in a recent
interview.,

Various amendments
to the Competition Act
were made in 2023 lead-
ing to introduction of
new mechanisms, in-
cluding settlement, com-
mitment and deal value
thresholds.

The CCT Chairperson

emphasised that the en-
deavour is to strike a bal-
ance between effective
oversight and a simpli-
fied, market-friendly reg-
ulatory regime.

"Going forward, our
focus will be on strength-
ening enforcement, en-
hancing  collaborations
and leveraging technolo-
gy to uphold fair compe-
tition in India," she said.

Among other efforts to
boost its capabilities, the
watchdog plans to hire
more domain experts
to help assess competi-
tion amid rapid changes
in the technology land-
scape.

'Recr\ulmem of do-
main experts in areas like
Al, data analytics and
digital markets is a pri-
ority. This will ensure
that CCI remains future
ready and well equi
to address chgile'l):[;?:
posed by rapidly evolv-
ing technologies,” Kaur
said,

Currently, the reg-
ulator is conducting
two market studies on
competition issues in
relation to artificial in-
telligence and to renew-
able energy space across
BRICS nations.

India FDI Surges: Goyal Highlights
growth & investment opportunities

New Delhi:
FDI inflows into the

COLIHU'_\«' are surg-

ing, with investors
from the Middle East,
Japan, European Union,
and the US recognising
India's status as a top
investment destination,
driving rapid economic
growth and generating
millions of new jobs,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
has said.

He said that global
investors are showing
keen interest in India
as the country offers
several advantages
such as strong domes-
tic market, skilled and
talented workforce and
rule of law.

"I can clearly see FDI
(foreign direct invest-
ment) in India once
again growing rapidly
and creating millions
of jobs. Countries in the
Middle East, EFTA re-
gion, Japan, and inves-
tors from the EU and
the US are all realising
that India continues to

be the most preferred
destination for FDI"
Goyal said.

He added that India's
stable and predictable
regulatory framework,
coupled with a favour-
able business environ-
ment and progressive
olicies aimed at en-
ancing ease of doing
business, is attracting
an  increasing num-
ber of investors from

around the world.

"Last month I met a
CEO of one of the larg-
est funds in the US,
who is also the largest
investor in India, and
he shared with me that
his investments in In-
dia over the last 10 years
have been some of the

best investments his
funds have ever done,"
he noted.

The US fund, Goyal

informed him that
they are investors in In-
dia for the last 20 years,
but more than 8o per
cent of their investments
happened in the last few

"The CEO told me that
he will be coming to In-
dia to celebrate 20 years
of investing in India by
announcing a further
tranche of investments
" he said.

in India,

India Launches
New PLI Scheme
for Steel Sector

New Delhi;
The government will
launch another round
of  production-linked

He said that global in-
vestors are showing
keen interest in India
as the country offers
several  advantages
such as strong domes-
tic market, skilled and
talented  workforce

and rule of law.

The healthy perfor-
mance of the Indian
stock market will also
attract more and more
F1ls (foreign institution-
al investors), the minis-
ter said.

India is averaging
over USD 4.5 billion
in monthly foreign di-
rect investment (FDI)
inflows sinee January
this year despite global
uncertainties and chal-
lenges.

In the January-Sep-
tember period this year,
FDI inte the country
rose by about 42 per cent
to USD 42a3 billion.
The inflow was at USD
29.73 billion in the year-
ago period.

Punjab & Sind Bank Launches Instant Loan Scheme for MSMEs

New Delhi:
State-owned Punjab
& Sind Bank plans to
launch instant loan
scheme up to Rs 25 lakh
for the MSME sector
during this month as
part of its initiative to
push credit through its
digital platform.

As part of its trans-
formative agenda, the
bank has already in-
troduced digital home
loan and vehicle loan
schemes under which
in-principle approval to
an application is given
within 15 minutes.

"The journey from
applying the loan to
sanction, for both the

segments ie. PSB e-Ap-
na Ghar and PSB e-Ap-
na Vahan (lal.mcl\ed
last month), is based
on Straight Through
Process  (STP) whlch

runs on a pre-defined
Business Rule Engine
(BRE)," Punjab & Sind
Bank Executive Director
Ravi Mehra said.

This automated ap-

proach eliminates man-
ual intervention at the
processing and sanc-
tioning stage, enhancing
the speed, efficiency, and
customer experience, he
said.

After initial success
on the retail side, he
said, the bank has lined
up similar product for
MSME (Micro, Small &
Medium  Enterprises)
borrowers up to the loan
limit of Rs 235 lakh to be-
gin with,

The product is almost
ready and final checking
of the system and pro-
cesses are being done be-
fore the launch planned
later this month, he said.

'This STP journey for
assessing and sanction-
ing the loans to MSME
borrowers, both the ex-
isting customers and
new to the bank as
well, shall be primarily
based on the cash flow
assessment and track-
ing the digital footprint
through the account
statement and GST re-
turns of the applicant,
he said.

‘The best part of such
digital produets is that
the loans can be sanc-
tioned even during the
holidays, he said, add-
ing, default risks in such
sanctions are very low.

Going forward, he

said, the bank is also
planning to launch re-
newal and sanction of
Kisan Credit Card (KCC)
through digital platform
next month.

Under the KCC, up to
Rs 2 lakh loan can be
sanctioned to a farmer
without collateral.

A farmer can visit
our platform or give a
missed call on a speci-
fied number for renew-
al of KCC and if the ac-
count fulfils all criteria,
renewal will be done
instantly, he said.

The bank is also
working on to provide
collateral-free loan
under the Pradhan

Mantri MUDRA Yoja-
na (PMMY) of up to Rs
50,000 through its dig-
ital platform soon, he
said.

Punjab & Sind Bank
is committed to take
more such digital initi-
atives which makes the
credit assessment and
sanctioning process for
the MSME horrower
hassle-free, faster, and

without or minimal
manual  intervention,
he said.

These new product
initiatives, he said, are a
testament to the bank's
dedication to making a
positive societal impact
and creating

incentive scheme for
the steel sector on
Monday.

The 'PLI scheme 1.1'
will be launched by the
steel minister H D Ku-
maraswamy.

"Union Minister of
Steel and Heavy Indus-
tries..will launch ‘PLI
scheme 1.1' for the steel
industry and call for ap-
plications...on January
6," the steel ministry
said in a statement.

To encourage domes-
tic production of spe-
cialty steel and lower
imports by drawing in
capital  investments,
the government had
earlier introduced the
PLI scheme for specialty

eel.

The scheme has attract-
ed investments worth Rs
27,106 crore, envisaging
creation of 14,760 direct
employment opportuni-
ties with an estimated
rmducnon of 7.90 mil-

ion fonnes of specialty

M “of Novemiber 2024,
companies have already
invested Rs 18,300 crore
and generated over
8,660 in employment.

The government has
been interacting regular-
ly with the participating
companies and based
on feedback, it was felt
that there was a scope to
notify the scheme again
to attract more partic-
ipation, the statement
said.

The concept of Pro-
duction-Linked In-
centives  (PLI) was
coneeived during the
Covid-induced  global
lockdowns of 2020, em-
phasising the need to
boost domestic manu-
facturing.

Initially launched for
three sectors, the PLI
scheme was later ex-
tended to include steel
in November 2020.
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ricket

Look its tough and there Is

“ always going to be hype
when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
isin rare company at his
age,——— Simon Katich

India lose Border-Gavaskar trophy after 10 years

Sydney

n out-of-sorts India was
knocked out of the World

Test Championship final as
ustralia cruised to a six-

wicket victory in the fifth and final Test
‘here on Sunday to reclaim the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy after 10 years, leav-
ing the visitors with several points to
ponder in a difficult transition phase.
Australia won the five-match series
3-1 and also qualified for the World Test
Championship final against South
Africa shited at the Lord's from June 11

to 15.

A target of 162 could 'ha\l‘ heen

spite painful back spasms but onee Vi-
rat Kohli led the team out, it was as
clear as the Sydney skyline that de-
fending the total would be next to im-
possible.

Bumrah deservedly claimed the play-
erof the series honour for his 32 wick-
etsin five matches but that was hard-
ly a consolation for the shambolic
team performance that India man-
aged.

Prasidh Krishna (3/65 in 12 overs)
and Mohammed Siraj (1/69 in 12
overs) were not a patch on Bumrah and
despite multiple breakthroughs, they
bowled too many poor deliveries to
make it easy for the hosts to canter
home in just 27 overs.

Usman Khawaja (41), Travis Head
(34 not out) and debutant Bean Web-
ster (39 not out) completed the for-
malities, putting an end to India’s mis-
ery ina tour that has exposed all ofthe
team’s batting frailties and an un-
healthy reliance on Bumrah.

Once Bumrah was ruled out after he
tried some shadow bowling during
the morning warm-up session and

didn't feel comfortable, the writing
was on the wall.

‘The magnificent Scott Boland (6/45)
and the ever-reliable Pat Cummins
(3/44) polished off the Indian tail for
just 157 in 39.5 overs, If one takes out
Rishabh Pant's fiesty 61 and Yashasvi
Jaiswal's 22, the other nine players cal-
lectively contributed a meére 74 runs.

‘The series would leave the men who
matter in Indian cricket establishment
with aloton their minds when they de-
liberate on ways to get the house back
in order.

throughout the season.

Jaiswal (391 runs) was the top-scor-
er despite three ducks followed by
rookie Nitish Kumar Reddy (208 runs),
KL Rahul (276 runs) and Pant (255
runs).

As much as one wants to take a nu-
anced view of Rohit and Kohli's poor
form but it is undeniable that both vet-

man to be in-charge across formats.

Under Gambhir, India have lost six
Tests out of 10 during the season going
by apart from being defeated in an ODI
series in Sri Lanka.

1f Kohli and Rohit are held account-
able, Gambhir can't be let off merely be-
cause the team is in transition.

The head coach's head-strong ap-

With six of the leted innings
yielding less than 200 runs, one does-
n't need a soothsayer to tell what went
wrong on the tour.

Regular skipper Rohit Sharma and
batting talisman Virat Kohli flopped
with technical issues troubling them

Sunil Gavaskar upset
after not being invited to
present BGT with Border

Sydney

The legendary Sunil Gavaskar on Sun-
day expressed his displeasure after
not being invited to present the trophy,
named after him and Allan Border, to
Australia following their win over In-
dia in the high-voltage five-matcly rub-
ber.

Australia reclaimed the the Border-
Gavaskar trophy after 10 years witha
six-wicket win over India in the fifth and
final Test.

Border presented the trophy to the
home team but Gavaskar, despite be-
ing at the venue at the same time, was
inexplicably ignored.

"1 certainly would have loved to have
‘been there for the presentation. After
allitis the Border-Gavaskar Trophy and

it is about Australia and In

Gavaskar was quoted as saying by
Code Sports.

"I mean, 1 am here on the ground. To
meit should not matter that Australia
won when it comes to the presentation.
They played better cricket so they won.
That's fine.

"Just because 1 am an Indian. I
would have been happy to present the
trophy with my good friend Allan Bor-
der," he ndded Both India and Australia
have been competing for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy since 1996-1997 and
the rivalry has grown to become one of
the biggest in Test cricket.

The five-match series that Australia
won drew record crowds at multiple
venues and broke an 87-year-old at-

erans are itincreasingly diffi- proach is an pen secret and it is not
cult to stem the rot that has set in their  earning him too many friends in the
batting. dressit ng room.

There are a few good dran Ashwin's r
the fringes and the new World Tcs.l aﬁer Brishane and Rohit's eventual call
Ch ionship cycle would demand  todrop himself happened in a manner

that they be given a chance to develop
over time.

While a tough call o Kohli and Ro-
hit is awaited, the BCCI brass also
needs to seriously look at whether
coach Gautam Gambhir is the right

that can best be described as abrupt.

Messing with a player’s gameplan is-
n'tthe best way to manage as Rishabh
Pant demonstrated by oscillating be-
tween too careful at times that only dis-
rupted his natural rhythm.

Virat brings theatre to the game,
has played his last Test in Australia: Cummins

Sydney

Australian skipper Pat Cummins rates
Virat Kohli as a great competitor
who makes the game lively with his
theatrics and he will be "sad" if the lat-
est Border-Gavaskar trophy does end
up being the Indian superstar’s last
tour Down Under.

Following the hundred in the series
opener, Kohli's troubles outside the
off-stump compounded as he was
caught in the slip cordon eight times
over the course of five Tests.

The tour that got over on Sunday is
likely to be Kohli's last. “It's always
been a a wonderful contest. More
than just the runs that he scored, he
brings a bit of theatre to the game
which is sometimes good and some-
times it can rile you up & an opposi-
tion, which I'm s s part of his
plans,” Cummins said in a response to
a PTI query after the six wicket win

ly enjoyed playing with him.
You know, he’s been one of the the
star batters for the last decade or so.
Youknow, if you get his wicket it goes
a long way to winning a game so
veah, it will be sad if it's his last se-
ries.” Cummins did admit that Bum-
rah's absence on the final day of the
series did help them, considering he
took 32 wickets in the series. “Every
time he (Bumrah) bowled he seemed
to have an impact and took some key
wickets. So yeah, no doubt that (his
absence) helped our chase a little
bit.” Although he termed it as Indian
team’s internal matter, Cummins was

record at the Melt
Cricket Ground last week.

atouch 1with Rohit Sharma's

decision to drop himself from the

et

playing eleven on account of poor
form.

“I think you're always surprised
when the captain kind of doesn't
play. And you know, same with Ash-
win retiring, but honestly it doesn't re-
ally affect us at all.

“You just turn up and you see who's
going to be on the team sheet and you
play whoever eleven they put out
there. Hanestly, it's been very little
conversation I've chatted with him
about what's going on there,” Cum-
mins said.

He termed the win against India as
“huge" in the context of the Indo-Aus-
tralia bilaterals, having lost twice at
home previously.

“No, it's a huge win in the context
of this series. It's as big a seriesas you
get to play at home. It felt like it was
kind of see-sawing throughout the

If you have commitment towards red ball, play domestic cricket: Gambhir

Sydney
Tndia head coach Gautam Gambhir
said on Sunday that struggling stars Ro-
hit Sharma and Virat Kohli "still have
the hunger to excel” but urged all sen-
jor players, including the duo, to play
domesticgames and show their "com-
mitment” towards red-ball cricket.

Known for his plain speak, the two-
time World Cup hero also didn't give
any assuranees on whether Rohit or
Kohli will be a part of the Test set-up
moving forward.

Both the stars were woefully out of
form during the just-concluded Test se-
ries against Australia that the visitors
lost 1-3 to surrender the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy as well
World Test Ch i

thing changes in sport. And we all
know that five months is a long time,”
Gambhir said at the post-series press

"It's not the right moment right now
for me to talk about where we are go-
ing to be after five months. A lot of
things change in sport. Forms change,
people change, attitude changes, every-

"Solet's see beforethe England series
(in July) what's going to happen. But
whatever will happen, will happen for
the best interest of Indian ericket,” as-
serted the former opener.

Rohit scored 31 runs in five innings
before dropping himself from the [rL'n'
ing eleven and Kohli managed 190 in
nine knocks, indudinga second
century after India had taken a lead of
more than 300. A glaring failure for
Kohli was his inability to avoid being
dismissed on deliveries that were
bowled outside the off stump.

Asked if he would like the seniors to
play at least one round, if not two, of
Ranji Trophy starting January 23,
Gambhir sent across a clear message.

"I would always like everyone to play
domestic ericket. That is how much im-
peortance domestic ericket needs to be
given, Not only one game, if they are
available and they have the commit-
ment to play red-ball ericket. everyone
should play domestic cricket,” Gamb-
hir said.

"As simple as it can get. If you don't
give importance to domestic ericket, you
will never get the desired players that

you want in Test cricket,” he explained.

Kohli last played a Ranji Trophy
muatch in 2012 while Rohit's most recent
domestic red-ball game was in the
2015-16 season.

‘The "Ro-Ko' Dilemma

The tough-talking former player re-
fused to be drawn into a discussion on
the much-speculated future of Kohli and
Rohit, insisting that they are the best
judge when it comes to analysing their
role in Indian ericket.

"See, I can't talk about the future of
any player, it's up to them as well. But
yes, what I ean s that they still have
the hunger, they still have the passion,
thev're tough people and hopefully
they can continue to take Indian crick-
et forward," he said.

"_.ultimately whatever they plan,
they will plan for the best interest of In-
dian cricket.” He wants the star duo to
do some soul searching as to where they
stand.

But more than batting, it would be
the bowling — both pace and spin that
would be a huge concern for the na-
tional selection committee as well as the
team management.

Bumrah's absence showed what In-
dia missed on the final day even though
it was heavily tilted towards Australia,

AsGlenn MeGrath put it, had Bum-
rah not taken 32 wickets, there was no
chance that India would have managed
a 1-3 margin.

In Brisbane, they were saved by rain
and in Melbourne, Rohit let the game
drift away during the final session on
day four.

It has taken Mohammed Siraj 36
Test matches to complete 100 wickets
and these are not exactly great figures.

Akash Deep is still raw but has po-
tential while Prasidh Krishna can swing
between bowling unplayable deliveries
and pedestrian work.

Harshit Rana is simply not prepared
for this level and would need to play
loads of Ranji Trophy, Duleep Trophy
and India A games to get ready for big
Tests.

In the spin dep Ravindra

Kohli does not
deserve place
in Indian team:
Irfan Pathan

Sydney

Lambasting Virat Kohli for neither

Jadeja is now more of a batter and less
of a spinner unless the wicket has
something to offer from day one like it
happens in India.

Washington Sundar’s 12 wickets in
Pune should be looked in isolation
and he is also more of a batter than a
competent off-spinner on batting-
friendly wickets.

Only silver lining of the series is
Jaiswal taking over the mantle as the
next batting superstar and the mw
talent exhibited by Nitish Reddy.

Reddy’s bowling, if it develops, would
give India a chance to play three spin-
ners at home on decent tracks.

will be sad if he

whole series. So to finish i
the trophy is an amazing feeling,”
Cummins said.

“and I think the extra layer is now
securing a spot in the World Test
Championship Final which was al-
ways a huge goal for us in this eycle.”
Hehas been a part of T20 World Cup
winning squad, won the 50-over
World Cup, World Test Champi-
onship maceand Ashes as the skipper
and now the India series that his
predecessor Tim Paine had lost twice.,

When he was asked if he has any
succession plan in place, he side-
stepped the issue.

playing domestic cricket nor working
hard toiron out thetechnical flaws in
his game, former pacer Irfan Pathan
on Sunday questioned star batter's
place in the side and called for an end
to the superstar culture in the Indian
team.

Kohli and Rohit Sharma were woe-
fully out of form during the just-
concluded Test series against Aus-
tralia. The 1-3 defeat resulted in team
losing out on qualifying for the World
Test Championship final.

Kohli could manage only 190 runs
in his nine innings in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy. repeatedly offering
edges to the slip cordon or keeper.

"We need to end superstar culture,
we need team culture. You need to
improve yourself and improve the In-
dian team. There were matches befove
this series, too, and they had an op-
portunity to play domestic cricket, but
they didn't. We need to change that
culture,” Pathan told Star Sports,

The former all-rounder said even
the great Sachin Tendulkar played
Ranji Trophy even when it wasn't re-
quired of him only because he want-
ed tospend that much time -- fouror
five days = on the pitch "When was
the last time Virat Kohli played do-
mestic ericket? (the host points out
that Kohli's last first-class appearance
for Delhi was in 2012) It has been
more than a decade.”

Pathan went to the extent of saying
that maybe Kohli's place should be
given to a youngster, given that he has
averaged less than 30 in first in-
nings in the last five vears.

"For the Indian team in 2024, in
the first innings where you basically
set up the match, Virat Knh'h § aver-
age is 15, And if you co r his av-
erage over the last five years, it's not
even 30,

"Does the Indian team deserve its
senior player? Instead, give a young-
ster a chance. Tell him to get ready.
He will also give an average of 25-30.
This is about the team, not the indi-
viduals." Pathan also questioned if
Kohli was even serious to improve.

"When we talk about Virat Kohli, he
has done a lot for India. He has de-
livered many performances. But you
are getting out from the same mistake
again and again. “You are not creat-
ing a gap between two mistakes.

WE WISH A
VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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| was very surprised
when | heard the
term "opting out"
Ponting says of
Rohit"s absence

It's cherry on top: Kumar Nitesh on
Arjuna award, eyes Khel Ratna in future

B "It is a huge achievement, like it's the second highest sports award in India. And
it's a very good recognition for the achievements of an athlete," Nitesh said.

Now Delhi
N a season of discontent among
some Paralympic medallists over
a perceived snub in the annual na-
tional honours, para-shuttler Ku-

mar Nitesh is grateful and elated in

equal measure after being finalised for
the Arjuna award, determined to work
harder fora Khel Ratna in near future.

The go-year-old from Haryana lost
his Jeft leg in a train accident in 2009,
But he managed to fight his ¢ircum-
stanees to become an 11T Mandi grad-
uate before a maiden Paralympic gold
in Paris, defeating Greal Britain's Daniel
Bethell ina gripping men's singles SL3
badminton final in September last vear.

"Itis a huge achievement, like it's the
second highest sports award in India.
And it'sa very good recognition for the
achievernents of an athlete,” Nitesh
said,

The winners of Arjuna award re-
ceive Rs 15 lakl in cash prize, a citation
and a statuette of Arjuna, a peerless
archer in Indian mythology.

Thirty twoathletes, incuding a record
17 parg-athletes, have been finalised this
year along with four for Khel Ratna -
the country's highest sporting award.
President Droupadi Murmu will bestow
the annual henours on January 17at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan,

“I'm very happy because I've been
playing international badmintoa for the
last u;,:u -nine years and have earned

dtiple medals. Of course, the ulti
title was at the Paris Paralympics, and
then getting nominated for the Arjuna

Award s like the cherry on top,” Nitesh

said.

Some para-athiletes like Paris gold-
winning archer Harvinder Singh have

Mandaviya leads 'Fit
India Sundays on
Cycle' in Porbandar

Sparts Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
led the 'Fit India Sundays on Cycle'
event in Porbandar, Gujarat, with
Olympie medal winner boxer Lovlina
Borgohain extending support to the

initiative from Guwal

More than 150 riders l'nlll.\hwd Man-
daviya from the Municipal Arts &
Commerce College to the Talukn
School Cricket Ground at Upleta in
Porbandar - his Lok Sabha con-
stitueney — 1o complete a skm dis-
tance.

Tokyo Olympics bronze medallist
Bargohain joined the cycling initiative
from SAI Regional Centre in Guwahati
along with other eminent athletes
from various parts of the country.

Former World Wrestling Profes-
sionals Commonwealth heavyweight
champion Sangram Singh also
pledged his support by taking part in
the event in Delhi.

The cyeling event bas heen organ-
ised in more than 2500 locations
across the country since it was
launched by Mandaviya last month.

"Cyclingis a solution to pollution. it
is a health mantra. Everyone should
cycle as it is beneficial for keeping one
fit. You can form a group and can cy-
el together,” Mandaviya said ina re-
lease.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
launched the 'Fit India’ in e in
Al)li) withthe nb]nclnr ufpmmmng

is organised by the Sports Ministry,
collaborationwith the Cycling Feder-
ation of India (CFI) and MY Bh:xr'n

Events are simultancously held na-
tionwide at SAI Regional Centres,
National Centres of Excellence
(NCOEs) and the Khelo India Centres
(KICs).

expressed disappointment at not being

sed for Khel Ratna, which will be
given to shooter Manu Bhaker, men's
hockey captain’ Harmanpreet Singh,
chess world champion D Gukesh and
Paralvmpic gold-winning high-jumper
Praveen Kumar,

The disappointment stems from past
preceds when Tokyo Paral
gold-winning shuttlers Pramod Elwg.at
and Krishna Nagar, shooters Manish
Narwal and Avani Lekhara, and javelin
thrower Sumit Antil received the Ma-
jor Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna.

Asked if he expected a Khel Ratna too
following his exploits in Paris, Nites
said, "Afterthe gold medallists of
2021 were nominated for the Khel Rat-
na award, this year there was talk
among the athletes that gold medallists
wanld get Khel Ratna.

ministry for the Arjuna award,” ssid the
Rajasthan-bom.

“This year, I didn't even knowthat I'd
have to apply for the Arjuna or Khel
Ratnaawards, I thought it would be di-
rectly considered since it's the Olympic
year. So, that was also new to me — that
we have to apply for the awards.”
Nitesh said now that he has got the
recoghition that he deserved for his per-
formance, he is focussing on the new
season with a renewed sense of pur-
pose.

1 have my eves on the Asian Cham-
pionship in June in Thailand. Because
1 won the gold medal at the Asian
Games, and then I won silver in singles.
So 1 want to go and win gold inboth of
them and also in mixed doubles as
well," he listed his goals.

"We probably will have the World
Championship in l'uhru:m next vear.
We'll have th for thatas

"But I was not gaing to di
between Arjuna and Khel Ratna. [
don't have any disappointment that T
was not nominated for Khel Rata.
or me, the Arjuna award was the
first thing, and now I think Il have my
eyes on Khel Ratna, Il work harder to
earn enough laurels for the coun
Then Twill be nominated for Khel Rat-
naas well,” he explained.

However, whowon a gold, sil-
ver, and bronze medal at the Hangzhou
Asian Games, was a little perplexed
when he learnt that he could self-nom-
inate for the award.
rlier, federations .Iml previous

well. But being the world number one
as of now and looking at the consistency
I'm playing with, it won't bea big hur-
dle for me to qualify for it,” added the
ITT Mandi graduate, who has also won
twosilver and a bronze atwarld cham-
pionships in the past.

Nitesh said he took a break following
the Paris Pamlympics and has just

very heetic years. Twas happy with my
mentalstrength, 1 could keep my calm
and then go on to win (in Parnis). [t was
a p,uud .uhwwnwnt it was a good
for me.

Arjuna or Khel Ratna nomi-
nated athletes for the awards, and ath-
letes didn't apply themselves. In
Olympic and Paralympic vears, medal-
lists were directly considered by the

This award is significant, my
story now reaching people
outside my field: Deshpande

New Delhi

Some time before noon on Sunday,
erew members of a TV channel landed
at Deepali Deshpande's residence for an
interview. Likewise, other media out-
Tets are akso nowlooking to hightight her
contributions to Indian shooting that
have hitherto gone unnoticed.

Nominated for this year's
Dronacharya Award after having
coached Olympic, World Cup and
‘Warld Champicnship medallist shoot-
ers over many years of service, the new-
found attention is a novelty for the for-
mer rifle shooter.

The shooters she has helped achieve
success in top global toumnaments, in-
cluding Swapnil Kusale, Arjun Babuta,
Anjum Moudgil and Shriyanka Shadan-
g recently voiced their suppart for their
long-serving coach for the prestigious
award.

She has been receiving calls and
messages from family, friends, and
classmates, including one from the
US, who expressed her joy at "going to
the same school” as Deepali.

‘This is how things have changed in
an otherwise simple life since the news.
of her being nominated for the country
top prize in coaching became pul

“The main significance of this avwasd
15 that your story & reaching many more
people now, people outside my field,
common man” Deepali said duringan
interaction.

"I started getting calls from my
school friends, people like that. Com-
mon man whois otherwise not really in-

terested in sports, know about you. " The
veteran coach added, "For my family
oo, it means so much as they are the
non sports people because, in your
field almost everybody knows what
you are doing. They know it all.

“One of my school friends who now.
ig &0 glad. Bal Mahan
Vidya Mandir is n big school in Mum-
bai and my school has big names to
boast. One of the mayor ina US state
is from our school. They are now living
everywhere.” As per the requirements,
Deepali has applied for the honour in
the past and she doesn't feel there
needs to be a chnngu in the pnlw\ for
ch | i for
awards, except for the Khel Ratra
"Except for the Khel Ratna, 1 think
the other awards are fine. Khel Ratna,
is different because you are awarding
it to someone for his extraordinary
achievements over a period of four
years, so a lot of peaple would have
known about the athlete.

“There are. m]td few things that I feel
1 need to work on. 1 haven't started
training on eourt and working on my
technique and my errors as of now."

Varun Tomar shines in
men’s 10m air pistol at
67th Shooting Nationals

New Delhi

Reigning Asian champion Varun
Tomar grabbed the spotlight by
clinching both the senior and the
junior men's 10m air pistol titles at the
67th National Shooting Champi-
anship Competitions (NSCC) here
on Sunday.

The 21-year-old Army marksman,
who narrowly missed out on last
year's Paris Olympics, overcame a
sluggish start in the senior final to
-.n.llL h his maiden mllnma] crown at

pense of
Singh, who fell short b\ 0.8 ])omts.

Rajasthan’s Aakash Bhardwaj won
the bronze,

Tomar then had a simila ow
start in the junior final, but quickly
made up ground, staying in touch
with eventual silver winner Nikhil
Saroha of Uttar Pradesh who was on
art-to-finish mission.
omar's patience finally paid off af-
ter the 21st shot as Nikhil blinked with

an 8.5, handing the senior pro an casy

double gold in the end at the Dr
Karni Singh Shooting range

Tomar's patience finally
paid off after the 21st shot
as Nikhil blinked with an
8.5, handing the senior pro
an easy double gold in the
end at the Dr Karni Singh
Shooting range.

Tomar's score in the senior final
was 238, while he was clearly more
confident in the junior final, resulting
in greater accuracy with a tally of

6.2

Pradhyumn also rounded off a
fruitful day with a second medal, a
bronze in the junior men’s air pistol.

‘The youth final saw a UP 1-2 when
Chirag Sharma overcame the 14-
year-old Dev Pratap by margin of 1.3
after 24 shots,

Chirag finished with 241.8. Ra-
jasthan’s Mayank Choudhary won
na, Rajasthan and Ma-
harashtra stood 1-2- 3 on the medal
¢ at the Pistol Nationals with 23,
2 and 13 gold medals respectively.

Started setting new goals for 2025 after World
Championship and Khel Ratna, says Gukesh

Mumbai
D Gukesh climbed dizzying heights in
the past one month, a World Cham-
pionship triumph getting garnished by
the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna
award recently, but the chess prodigy
now wants to reset his focus and
goals to tackle a “challenging” 2025.

Gukesh will be seen in action in the
Tatn Steel tournament in Wijk aan Zee
in Netherlands, beginning on January
17.

The event will see participation
from frontline plavers such as Anish
Giri, Arjun Erigaisi, Fabiano Caruana
and R Praggnanandhaa among others.

“Yeah, 2025 will offera very lnugl\

al Alot of new and
tournaments are coming up. The
waorld championship was in the past.
I'm very happy about it and all the
awards and receptions,” Gukesh told
a select media gathering during the fe-
licitation ceremony organised by
WestBridge Capital here on Sunday.

Remaining ¢ -19:41

"But now, 1 have started thinking
about new goals, new tournaments
and new ways to prepare. The goal, the
approach will be the same, to give my
best, to keep improving myself, and
many tournaments as possible.
, 1 am looking forward to a fun
yearwith alot of learning. a lot of im-
provements and hopefully a lot of
good results,” he added.

However, Gukesh will have to car-
1y with him the tag of world champi-
on and along with it loads of expecta-
tions and increased scrutiny. But the
19-year-ald is prepared to stand in the
Timelight.

"Yeah, T have been used to being un-
der the attention for a while. Obvi-
ously, after the world championship,
it will be more. But the basic things 1
remember are to keep improving my-
self and accepting failures when they
come. "l think in general, | have high
expectations of myself. So, I think my
aim is to meet my own expectations
rather than that of others,” he said.

But has he been able to handle all
the adulation that has deservingly
come his way "I had thought that it
(winning the World Championship)
would be somewhat similar to the
Candidates, but obviously it's much
more. I'm grateful for all the attention
and recognition.

T guess one thing is to manage these
things with the training. But after
the (World Championship) match, 1
also need some recovery period. I've
started training a bit. But it will be
more serious soon,” he explained

Five-time world champion and
Gukesh's mentor Viswanathan Anand
said his ward's victory has brought the
attention firmly back to chess.

“I think it brings back the spotlight
tochess. If you project this forward, it's
possible that in every single tourna-
ment theneis some Indian playing that
you can look forward to watching

“So 1 hopea lot of the dots are con-
nected. The audience numbersin In-
dia are very good. Now, we have reg-
ular broadeasts and urnﬂlmg So, 1
think it will be a sport in the main line.

"Of course, Gukesh will spearhead
that, especially as being the world
champion. But now peaple are inter-
ested to see if there will be Indians
playing in a tournament. So there's a
lot of excitement at all stages.

“And the second effect, which is
maybe even more profound, is that
young players will be inspired to take
up the game,” Anand said,

All the right moves must be made to keep boxing in LA 2028 programme: Lovlina

Guwahati
With boxing's future as an Olympic
sport hanging inthe balance, India's star
pugilist Lovlina Borgohain on Sunday
asserted that "all the right moves must
be made” to ensure its presence at the
2028 Los Angeles Games.

Boxing was not on the initial pro-
gramme for the Los Angeles Olympics
and a decision on its inclusion is await-
ed.

Loviina is now part of the Athletes
Commission iy formed Asian
of World Boxing.

's & huge privilege to be on this
committee as India will now har
voice in decision making,”
pointing out that boxing's technicalities,

Ay
ry little chance to mise

member with

a protest or point out a flaw in the sys-
tem. That is going to change now sinee
we will have seven- positions in the
Asian body
"That's a big plus for athletes who
want to perform their best and win an
Olympic medal,” said Lovlina, adding
at "all the right moves must be made
to kn,[! boxing in the LA 2028 pro-
veing a third straight
OIympl appearance in 2028 (if the
sport is included in the roster) Tokyo
Games bronze medallist Lovlina said
she will take it one step at a time from
here on.
Lovilina, who won a bronze at Tokyo
Olympies in 2021 but returned empty-
handed from Paris 2024, snid Los An-

geles was very much in her plans.
"Tokyo was during COVID times.
Paris was areal learning curve. 1 did my
best and have no regrets that T could not
wina medal. Forevery athlete, there are
lessons tobe leamt and Twaint to be wis-
er Imdlng. into LA,” Loviina told SAI Me-
diainan lines of

mission and stressed on the "nodngs”
campaign undertaken by the Union
Sports Ministry.

Lovlina was the darding of the media
on Sunday. Assam’s ‘own daughter’
will be touching 31 when Los Angeles ar-
rives but the middleweight (75 kg) box-

the ASMITA Women's Under-17 foot-
ballfral at the SAI campus here.

ani
Lovlina. \manmnm isa mull:iple gold
medallist at the Commorwealth Garnes

and the ‘\Ijlllla Awardes is
face in Assam

Both Iu\]ma and
part in the Fit Indin

a popular

nmoni took
mdays on Cycle

er that she will be "stronger
and more experienced” if she can con-
vert her Paris learnings into action
"But 1 am not going to rush my
preparations. LA is a long way off and
proper weight and injury management
will be part of my core plans. Right now,
T am not looking beyond the upeoming
f | Games in U and to
do well for Assanm is uppermaost in my
mind," said Lovii
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After ‘Stree 2', will Akshay
be part of Maddock Films’
horror comedy universe

) super-
star Akshay Ku-

mar's cameo in

wasone
of the highlights of the film
and producer Dinesh Vijan
on Sunday said the actor is
very much a part of Mad-
dock Films' horror comedy
universe.

Akshay currently stars in
the production banner’s kat-
est offering “Sky Force™,

2" director Amar Kaushik
on board as producers.
At the trailer launch of

“Sky Force”, Vijan was
asked whether the actor will
be seen in more films from
the horror universe.

This year will be fantastic

In his response, the pro-
ducer — who heads Mad-
dock Films — said: “Of
course! You didn't see the
Iast shot (in ‘Stree 27).7

“He's our Thanos,

chamcter, who is the de-
scendant of “Stree 2
tagonist Sarkata, to Marvel
Universe’s  supervillain
Thanos.

When asked to make a
comment on his reappear-
ance in the horro
universe, Akshay s
didn't have anything to say.

“He
she (Jyoti Deshpande, Jio
Studios) will speak. She has
to put in money, he has to
produce and he (Kaushik)

for Hindi cinema, says

producer Dinesh Vijan

Mumbai

ijan, whose pro-

banner
Films

duction

Maddock
had a successful run at the
box office 2024 with
“Stree 2", “Munjya” and
“Teri Baaton Mein Aisa
va”, an Sunday said
“quick
learning industry” and the
new year will be a fantastic
one for the filmmuokers up
north

Vijan is looking forward o
the release of his new film
“Sky Force”, billed as the
untold story of India’s first
and deadliest airstrike ever.

Days ago, Maddock Films
announced a slate of new
and returning titles in Vijan's
ambitios
universe, including e
. “Shakti

i, “Chamunda” and
“Pehla Mahayudh”™.

At the trailer launch of
“Sky Foree”, the producer
commented on the under-
whelming performance of
Bollywood in 2024, as audi-

horror-comedy

ences predominantly tumed
to Telugu films such as
The Rule” and
“Kalki 2808 AD," with a few

> Hindi
" “Bhool

“Ups and downs tend {o
happen. But as long as you

learn and evolve... 1 think
Yitinn ek P

has to direct,” he added
“Stree 27, starring Ra-
jkummar Rao, Shraddha
Kapoor, Abhishek
Banerjee, Apar-
shakti Khu-
rang, and
Pankaj
Tripathi,
was one
of the
most
success-
ful Hindi
films  of
2024 with
over Rs Boo
crore at box office
collections.
Maddock
Films re-
cently

sh

writing. Somewhere our
strengthis that we write for
a year-and-a-half before we
go (on floors). We don't try

to put projects together, This

tic (for Hindi cine-
" Vijan told reporters
here.

The producer said he is
also looking forward to the

is hapy in

line-up of han-

announced that “Stree
the follow-up of “Stree
will release on Au
gust 13,
2027,

Ak-
currently

stars in the produc-
tion banner’s latest
offering “Sky Force”,
which has Vijan
and “Stree 2"
direc-

ners
like Yash
Raj Films and
Dharma Productions.

“Everything that's hap-
pening in society happens in
films and vice versa. We are
avery quick learning indus-
try. Just Maddock Films do-
ing well is not enough...

“This year, I'm e
vith our line-up, with Yash
s line-up, with Dharma’s
line-up. 1 think there'll be
some fantastic films com-
ing,” he added

Recently, Telugu film pro-
ducer Naga Vamsi in a
roundtable conversation said
that the Hindi film industry
focuses on making films for
Mumbai’s posh areas like
Bandra and Juhu, directing
his comments at veteran
producer Boney Kapoorwho
was also part of the inter-
view. During the roundtable,
Vamsi also said that “Mum-
bai didn’t sleep” after “Push-
pa 2"
crore at the box office in a
single day.

ed

earned over Rs 80

Akshay Kumar on his dry
run at box office: You just
keep working hard

Mumbai

kshay ar on

Sunday said his

33-year career

has all
about working hard and
the Bollywood star aims
to break his dry spell at the
box office by continuing
to do exactly that

been

Most of his
including 2024's line-up

1 releases,

dow. = and “Sing-
ham Again®, which fea-
tured the actor in a special

Appearance, were excep-
tions.

Akshay, who will next
ing an Ind
Air Force officer in the up-
coming film “Sky Force”,
said he has witnessed a
slump many times in his
career.

“It’s not that it has hap-
pened for the first time.
The best part is you keep
on working hard, That is
what T tell myself. Tf any-
one talks to me about it, I
say the same thing that
you have to keep working
hard,” the actor told re-

bie seen p

porters at the trailer
launch of “Sky Force™ here

Akshay said many peo-
ple advise him to do “one
film or maximum two
films" in a year.

“.. But I say if I can
work, then why not? T have
based my entire career on
that. Many people have
told me not to do content-
based films, but 1 don't
want to leave that, | want
to keep working on differ-
ent kinds of films,” he
added. The actor said he is
proud of “Sarfira”, the Hin-
di adaptation of superhit
Tamil film “Soorarai Pot-
tru” (2020) starring
Suriya, even though it did-
't work.

“I still say that it {‘Sarfi-
s one of my best

According to the makers,
“Sky Foree” is the untold
story of India's first and
deadliest airstrike ever. It
will be released in theatres
on January 24 during the
Republic Da

Sandeep Kelwani and
Abhishek Kapur have eo-
directed the film, whi
also marks the acting de-
but of Veer Pahariya.

weekend

Himesh Reshammiya
announces release date of
{ “The Xpose’ spin-off film

-

B New Delhi
usic compos

and actor
Himesh Re-
shammiya’s
upcoming film, based on his
character from the 2014 film
“The Xpose™, is slated to be
released on February 7.

Titled “Badnss Ravi Ko-
muar”, the new movie is a
tion musical entertainer
which will see Reshammiya
reprising his character of
Ravi Kumr.

Produced by Himesh Re-
shammiva Melodies, the film
is directed by Keith Gomes.
Reshammiya and Kushal
Bakshi are credited for its
sereenplay

Reshammiya, who has also
penned the story and com-
posed music for the film,

shared the trailer of “Badass
Ravi Kumar” on Instagram
on Sunday.

“Badass Ravi Kumar' trail-
er is here, in cinemas 7th
Feb, Himesh Reshammiya
retro- action musical, Jai
Matadi, Let's Rock, Bo's type
ki picture give it all your
Jove,” he wrote in the caption.

The film also stars Kirti
Kulhani, Prabhudeva, John-
ny Lever, Sanjay Mishra
Sunny Leone, Manish Wad-
hwa, and Saurabh Sachdeva.

In the first movic of
Xpose” series, Reshammiya
played a cop-turned-super-
star named Ravi Kumar, who
investigates a murder mys-
tery. The film also starred
Zoya Afroz and Sonali Raut
with Irrfan Khan and Honey
Singh in special roles.

‘Deva’ teaser unleashes
Shahid Kapoor's
ction-packed

e

electrifying

d com-

Mumbai Whether it's high-speed
he much-anticip chases, hand-to-ha

ed teaser for bat, or stunning choreogra-
Shahid Kapoor's phy, the teaser promises an
upcoming  film

‘Deva’ has finally been re-
vealed, and it's every-
thing fans hoped for
and more.

Produced by Zee
Studios and Roy Ka-
pur Films, this high-
volt action
thriller promises to
be a rollercoaster ride
of intense stunts, exhil-
arating dance moves, and
an adrenaline-pumping sto-
ryline

Shahid Kapoor is all set to
break new ground with his
portrayal of the titular char-
acter, Deva.

The teaser, which has al-
ready set social media abuzz,
reveals the actor ina power-
ful new light

From jaw-dropping car
chases to explosive fight se-
quences, Kapoor's intense
cop avatar has left fans ea-
gerly awniting the film's re-
lease.

The Deva’ teaser show-
cases Shahid's raw, unfil-
tered action performance,
complementad by his elec-
trifying dance skills.

age

unfor-
From

jaw-dropping

car chases to explo-

sive fight sequences,
Kapoor’s intense cop
avatar has left fans ea-

gerly awaiting the

film’s release.

get-
table cinematic experience
for the audience.

Shahid shared the teaser
onsocial media with a cap-
tion, “D day is here.
Machana chalu,” which
translates to “The day is
here. Let's begin.”

Directed by ace
Malayalam  filmr
Rosshan Andrmrews, ‘Deva’
is set to be a game-changer
in the action genre.

The film revolves around
Shahid Kapoor portraying a
rebellions police officer
tasked with solving a high-
profile case that unravels
layers of deceil, betrayal,
and a dangerous conspiracy.
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