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It's a blessing to work with
director Shankar on 'Game
Change', says Ram Charan
FiLm

A dense fog blankets near Raisina Hill, reducing visibility and creating a foggy silhouette of the Secretariat buildings on Saturday.

4 soldiers killed as Army
vehicle falls into gorge

& The Army said that "while performing duty in Bandipora District, a vehicle of Indian Army D ond
skid and fell into the gorge due to inclement weuther and puar visibility mndmuns

Srinagar

our army person-
Facl died and an-

other was injured
when their vehicle skid-
ded off the road and
fell into a gorge due to
inclement weather and
poor visibility in Jammu
and Kashmir's Bandip-
ora district on Saturday,
the second such tragedy
in less than two weeks.

The accident occurred
near SK Payen in the
north Kashmir district
where the soldiers were
on duty, officials said.

The region had
ceived  snowfall on
Thursday and there
were foggy conditions
on Saturday.

The Army said that
"while performing duty
in Bandipora District, a
vehicle of Indian Army
skid and fell into the
gorge due to inclement
weather and poor visi-

re-

bravehearts lost their
lives in the unfortunate
accident. Indian Army
extends heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved
families,” it said and lat-
er added that "one more
braveheart succumbed

'm bility rm:] diﬁ(lzo;s". to the injnries".d &
"Injured soldiers were Jammu  an, Kash-
el RS AM promptly e d for mir Li t Gover-
Sunset ~ medical care with as- nor Manoj Sinha, Chief
Moonrise 11:03AM  sistance from Kashmiri  Minister Omar  Abdul-
Maonsat 11:15PM  locals, for which we ex- lah, Congress President
press gratitude towards Mallikarjun Kharge,
(sPeediction..,  the citizens in prnwtlmg Leader of Oppesition in
i diate succour,” the Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
21°c 10°C army's Chinar Corps dhi and other leaders
’ said in a post on X, paid tributes to the sol-

wc | 9'c "Tragically three  diers.

Entire country needs MSP,
Punjab not alone in fight:
Dallewal’s message for Centre

_ Chandigarh

asting Punjab
Fl’armer leader Jag-

jit Singh Dallewal
on Saturday appealed to
farmer outfits in other
states to fight the agita-
tion seeking legal guar-
antee to MSP strongly
in their states to send a
message to the Centre
that it is not Punjab's
fight alone.

During  his  over
11-minute address at the
"Kisan Mahapanchayat”
at Khanauri, Dallew-
al tried to send across
a message that his life
was not more important
than farmers.

Seven lakh farmers

have committed suicides
in the country and he
knows what their fami-
lies have to go through,
Dallewal said at the ma-
hapanchayat called by
the two forums which is
spearheading the ongo-
ing agitation.

The 70-year-old farm-
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® Seven lakh farmers
have committed su-
icides in the country
and he knows what
their families have to
go through, Dallewal
said at the mahap-
anchayat called by the
two forums which is
spearheading the on-
EOing agitation.
er leader was brought
out in a stretcher and
addressed the gathering
of farmers while lying on
a bed from a stage at the
protest site Agency

Kharge urged author-
ities to take appropriate
measures to avoid such
accidents due to inclem-
ent weather conditions.

On December 24, five
soldiers were killed and
as many injured when
an Army vehicle skidded
off the road and rolled
down a 3oo-ft deep
gorge in Poonch.

The accident had oc-
curred in the Gharoa
area when a convey of
six vehicles was en route
from Nilam Headquar-
ters to Balnoi Ghora

'0st.
"Deeply grieved by the

loss of lives of Indian
Army personnel due to
a tragic road accident in
Bandipora. The nation is
deeply grateful for their
service and commit-
ment. My condolences
to the bereaved fami-
lies and prayers for the
speedy recovery of the
injured" the Lieutenant
Governor said in a con-
dolence message.

Chief Minister Abdul-
lah extended heartfelt
sympathies to the be-
reaved families, offering
his prayers for strength
and solace during this
difficult time. Ageney

Delhi poll: BJP fields ex-MPs
against Kejriwal, Atishi

New Delhi

he BJP on Satur-
day released its
first Tist of 29 can-

didates for the Delhi
Assembly polls, fielding
former MP Parvesh Ver-
ma from the New Delhi
seat against ex-chief
minister and AAP supre-
mo Arvind Kejriwal.

It has named another
former MP Ramesh Bid-
huri from Kalkaji, where
Chief Minister and AAP
candidate Atishi is in

e fray.

The New Delhi seat,
held by Kejriwal since
2013, will witness the
former chief minister
taking on the sons of two
other former chief min-

isters,

Verma is the son of
Sahib Singh Verma, who
had a two-year lenure
as chief m er in the
1990s.

Former West Delhi
MP Verma started his
preparations  for con-

testing from the seat
even before he was an-

=
!

nounced as the official
candidate, saving he had
been given the go-ahead
by national leaders.

The Congress can-
didate from the seat is
former three-term clncf
minister Sheila Di
ikshil
st list fes-
tures eight prominent
leaders who  swilched
over from the Con-
gress and AAP in recent
months.

Former Delhi Con-
gress president Arvinder
Singh Lovely has been

fielded from the Gandhi
Nagar seal in east
CONTD ON PAGE-2

Dense fog cripples Delhi; 81
trains delayed, 19 flights diverted

New Delhi
ense fog over
Delhi for a sec-
consecutive
morning reduced \1s:bl]
ity to zero in several ar-
cas, leading to 81 trains
being delayed and 19
flights getting diverted,
officials said on Satur-
day.

The Met office said
there was zero visibility
since 11:30 pm on Fri-
day at Palam and 12:30
am on Saturday at Saf-
darjung.

The fog was accompa-
nied by mainly calm sur-
face winds that prevent-
ed it from dissipating.

The country's largest
airline IndiGo had tem-
porarily put arrivals and
departures on hold at
the airport early in the
morning,.

An  official said 19
flights were diverted
at the airport between
12.15 am and 1.30 am
due to reduced visibility.

Out of them, 13 were
domestic, 4 internation-
al and 2 non-scheduled
flights. More than 200
flights were delayed
and operations have re-
turned to normal now,
the official added.

AL 7 am, general vis-
ibility at e Indira
Gandhi  International
Airport was zero in very
dense fog. The Runway
Visual Range (RVR) at
its runways was in the
range of 100-250 metres,

111 conditions at the 2
port has been prevailing
since 11:30 pm on Fri
da\ the Met office said.

"While landing and
takeoffs continue at Del-
flights that

hi airport,
are not CAT ITI com-
pliant may get affected.
Passengers are request-
ed to contact the airline
concerned for updated
flight information. Any

inconvenience  caused
is deeply regretied,” the
Delhi International Air-
port Limited, which op-
erates the airport, said
ina poston X at 6:56 am,

CAT 111 facility allows
aircrafl lo operale in
low-visibility conditions.

The Northern Railway
said a total of 59 trains
were running late by up
to six hours and 22 by

around eight hours.

In a related develop-
ment, air quality in the
national capital was in
the 'very poor' catego-
v, with an Air Quality
Index (AQI) reading of
380 at 9 am, accord-
ing to Central Pollution
Control Board data.

An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered
'good’, 51 and 100 'sat-
isfactory’, 101 and 200
‘moderate’, 201 and 300
‘poor’, 301 and 400 'very
peor', and 401 and 500
‘severe',

The minimum tem-
perature settled at 7.8
degrees Celsius, a notch
above normal.

The Met office has
predicted dense to very
dense fog during the
day. The maximum
temperature is likely
to settle around 21 de-
grees Celsius. Agency

Some people trying to disturb peace by
spreading venom of caste politics: Modi

N NewDelhi
Minister Nar-
P ndra  Modi on
Saturday attacked
Opposition for spread-
ing venom in society in
the name of caste and
asked people to thwart
such conspiracies with
a view to strengthening
the shared culture and
heritage of villages.
Inaugurating the
Grameen Bharat Mahot-
sav, the Prime Minister
said his government has
been focusing on rural
development since 2014
and villages will play a
key role in realising the
dream of Viksit Bharat
by 2047.
In an oblique refer-

ence to Congress leader
and Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi and oth-

aid some people
are trying to spread

venom in society in the
name of caste and weak-
en the social fabric.

"We have to thwart
these conspiracies, and
preserve and strengthen
the common heritage of

HIGHLIGHT

m Prime Minister said his
government has been
focusing on rural de-
velopment since 2014
and villages will play a
key role in realising the
dream of Viksit Bharat
by 2047.

ourvillages,” he stressed.
Opposition  leaders

including Gandhi and

Akhilesh Yadav have

been continuously de-
manding caste census.
Modi said that since

2014, he has been con-

stantly in the service of

rural India.
"Ensuring a dignified

life for the people of ru-
ral India is the priority
of my government," the
Prime Minister said and
added that the vision
of the government is to
ensure an empowered
rural India, provide am-
ple opportunities for vil-
lagers, reduce migration
and ensure ease of life to
the people of villages.
Talking about the
schemes to provide ba-
sic amenities in villages,
Modi said toilets have
been made as part of
Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion, and crores of
eople in rural India
ave been given pucca
houses as part of PM
Awaas Yojana, Agency




Delhi poll: BJP
fields ex-MPs
against Kejriwal,
Atishi
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replacing incumbent
BJP MLA Anil Bajpai.

Bajpai had defeated
Lovely from the seat in
the 2020 polls.

Tarvinder Singh
Marwah, a three-time
former Congress MLA
from Jangpura who
joined the BJP in 2022,
will contest from
same seat.

He is pitted against
senior AAP leader and
former deputy chief
minister Manish Siso-
dia.

Former transport
minister Kailash Gahlot
has been fielded from
Bijwasan.

The two-time Najaf-
garh MLA resigned as
minister and quit AAP
to join the BJP in No-
vember.

Raaj Kumar Anand,
who resigned as a min-
ister and quit AAP earli-
er this year, was fielded
from the Patel Nagar
seat,

Chhatarpur MLA
Kartar Singh, who also
switched to the saffron
party from AAP, has
been fielded from the
same seat.

ND Sharma, another
former AAP MLA, will
contest as a BJP candi-
date from Badarpur.

The Badarpur seat
was held by the BJP's
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri,
who was elected to the
Lok Sabha from South
Delhi earlier this year.

The saffron party has
fielded its mational of-
fice-bearers Dushyant
Kumar Gautam and
Ashish Sood from the
Karol Bagh and the
Janakpuri seats, respec-
tively.

BJP national secre-
tary Manjinder Singh
Sirsa will contest from
Rajouri Garden, which
he had won in the 2015
elections.

Former Congress
councillor Kumari Rin-
ku is the BJP's candi-
date from Seemapuri.

The BJP also retained
incumbent MLAs OP
Sharma (Vishwas Na-
gar), Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Assembly
jender Gupta (Rohini),
Ajay Mahawar (Ghon-
da) and Jitendra Maha-
jan (Rohtash Nagar).

The party has not yet
announced its candi-
dates for the two other
seats it won in the 2020
polls — Laxmi Nagar
and the Karawal Nagar.

Former Delhi BJP
president Satish
Upadhyay will contest

from Malviya Nagar.
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Cong launches ‘Jai Bapu Jai
Bhim Jai Samvidhan’ campaign

New Delhi:

he Congress has
announced the

launch of a ‘Jai
Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai
Samvidhan’ campaign to
press for the resignation
of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah for “insult-
ing” BR Ambedkar, the
principal architect of In-
dia’s Constitution.

Congress leader
Pawan Khera said un-
der the campaign, par-
ty leaders will organise
‘Chaupals’ in every dis-
trict and tell people how
the BJP-RSS has been
insulting Ambedkar and
demeaning the Constitu-
tion for decades.

Launched on Janu-
ary 3, the campaign will
culminate on January
26 with a grand ral-
ly at Mhow in Madhya
Pradesh, the birthplace
of Ambedkar, commem-
orating 75 vears of the
Constitution and the Re-
publie, Khera said.

“To safeguard his leg-
acy and values, a ‘Sam-
vidhan Bachao Rash-
triya Padayatra” will be
held from January 26,

————
The Congress leader
also accused the BIP
leadership of trying
to ‘“normalise the
demonisation” of
national leaders such
as Mah Gandhi,

claimed.

The Congress leader
said this issue was also
raised at the Belagavi
meeting where it was de-
cided that the party will
launch a “Jai Bapu, Jai
Bhim, Jai Samvidhan'
i across  the

Babasaheb Ambedkar
and Jawaharlal Nehru,
who left an indelible

mark in the country’s
histon. I

criticised the Congress
for repeatedly taking
Ambedkar's name.

“It has become a fash-
ion to say Ambedkar,
A kar,

2025, to January 26,
2026 -- connecting vil-
lages and towns across
India with a powerful
message of unity and so-
cial justice.

"We reiterate our de-
mand to sack Tome
Minister Amit Shah for
his derogatory remarks
against Dr Ambedkar,”
Khera told reporters.

The Congress lead-
er also accused the BJP
leadership of trying to

Gleneagles BGS Hospital Completes
Bilateral Lung Transplant

New Delhi:

Gleneagles BGS Hospi

tal, Bengaluru, proudly
announces the success-
ful discharge of Mrs.
Vinoda M, a 44-year-
old patient, following
complex bilateral lung
tr lantation This

Govini, Director and
HOD of Cardiothoracic
and Vascular Surgery,
and Heart Lung Trans-
plant. Commenting on
the procedure, Dr Go-
vini said, “This case
hxghlsghm the intricate
and precision

remarkable achieve-
ment underscores the
hospital's dedication to
advanced thoracic care
and innovative surgieal
excellence.

Mrs.  Vinoda, diag-
nosed with end-stage
interstitial lung disease,
had been experiencing
severe breathlessness
and persistent cough for
over eight months, re-
Tniringhigh-ﬂnwoxygen
therapy at home. With
her condition progres-
sively worsening, she
was evaluated and regis-
tered for a bilateral lung
transplant with Karna-
taka SOTTO (JSK). On
November 13, 2024, she
underwent a bilateral se-
quential lung transplant
after a  size-matched,
blood  group-compati-
ble deceased donor was
identified.

The procedure, per-
formed on veno-arterial
ECMO support, was led
by Dr Balasubramani

uired for such high-
risk transplants. The
successful outcome is a
testament to our team'’s
expertise and commit-
ment to world-class
care.”

Post-operatively, Mrs.
Vinoda faced challeng-
es, including respira-
tory muscle weakness
and infections. Under
the guidance of Dr Apar
Jindal, HOD Pulmonol-
ogy & Lung Transplant
Programme, a multi-
disciplinary team en-
sure comprehensive
care, including trache-
ostomy  management,
targeted antibiotic and
antifungal therapy, and
intensive rehabilitation.
Reflecting on the case,
Dr Jindal stated, “This
success illustrates the
importance of a collabo-
rative approach and the
unparalleled dedication
of our team to achieving
positive outcomes for
our patients,”

normulme the demo-
" of national
leader-: such as Mahat-
Babasaheb
Ambedkar and Jawa-
harlal Nehru, who left
an indelible mark in the
country’s history.
“Mak

cannot replace nati nal
icons whose contribu-
tions to the nation are
immense. Such people
have certainly created
a name for themselves

in the country’s histo-
1y. Icons like Mahat-
ma Gandhi, Nehru and
Ambedkar cannot be re-
placed,” Khera said.

Tle also said the cam-
paign aims to awaken
and tell the people of the
country about BJP's ac-
tions and the “insult” to
Ambedkar.

Replying to a debate
on the Constitution in
the Rajya Sabha on De-
cember 17, Shah had

Aml)edlaxr.v. Had they
taken God's name so
many times, they would
have got a place in heav-
en,” Shah had said.

“We hoped that the
home minister would
apologise and the prime
minister would inter-
vene in this matter. But

Prime Minister Modi
supported the home
minister and hecame

a partner in insulting
Ambedkar ji,” Khera

country.

“Under this campaign,
we will organise ‘Chau-
pals’ in every district
and tell people how the
BJP-RSS has been in-
sulting Ambedkar ji and
demeaning the Con-
stitution for decades,”
Khera said.

The Congress leader
also recalled how on
November 30, 1949,
the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS)
de%crlbed the Constitu-
tion as “un-Indian” in
its mouthpxwﬂ ‘Organ-
lﬂel

“When  Ambedkar
ji talked about equal
rights for women, RSS
burnt his effigy at the
Ramlila Maidan. Not
just Ambedkar ji, but
Gandhi ji's legacy is
also being attacked to-
day,” he alleged.

Non-appearance in response to
proclamation a ‘stand-alone offence’: SC

New Delhi:

The Supreme Court
has held that non-ap-
pearance in response
to a proclamation is a
“stand-alone  offence”
and can continue even if
the proclamation is ex-
tinguished.

The apex court de-
livered its verdict on
January 2 on an appeal
challenging a June 2023
judgement of the Pun-
jab and Tlaryana Tigh
Court.

The bench dealt with
legal questions, inelud-
ing whether the pro-
claimed offender status
of an accused under the
provisions of the CrPC
can subsist if he stands
acquitted during trial in
connection to the very
same offence.

“In conclusion, we
hold that section 174A
IPC is an independent,
substantive offence, that
can continue even if the
proclamation under
section 82 CrPC is ex-
tinguished. It is a stand-
alone offence,” a bench
of justices CT Raviku-
mar and Sanjay Karol
said,

Amit Shah inaugurates Sushma

Bhawan dedicates it to working women

_ New Delhi:

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
inaugurated Sushma
Bhawan, a new block of
a working women's hos-
tel in the capital, officials

said.

The facility named
after late BJP leader
Sushma Swaraj aims
to provide safe and
dignified accommoda-
tion for working wom-
en, symbolising the
government’s commit-
ment to women's em-
powerment, an official
statement said.

The inauguration
of Sushma Bhawan
marks a step forward
in providing working
women with secure
and accessible housing
while paying tribute to
the legacy of a leader
who remains an inspi-

ration in Indian poli-
tics, it added.
Praising the lega-

cy of Sushma Swaraj,
a former external af-
fairs minister who also
served as the chief
minister of Delhi for
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a brief period in 1998,
Shah highlighted her
contributions to Indian
politics and women's
upliftment.

He emphasised that
Sushma Bhawan will
serve as a testament
to her dedication to
the empowerment and
well-being of women.

The new  hostel
block, which ean ac-
commodate 80 wom-
en, is part of a larger
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initiative by the New
Delhi Municipal Coun-
cil (NDMC) to provide
safe housing to work-
ing women, the state-
ment said.

Lauding the effort,
Shah noted that addi-
tional housing facili-
ties are in the pipeline,
aligning with the BJP
government’s  vision
for holistic urban de-
velopment, the state-
ment said.
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inaugurated a veteri-
nary hospital
Bagh, empha
Narendra Modi
ernment’s focus
comprehensive urban
development.
Investments made
by the Central gov-
ernment in develop-
ing Delhi's infrastruc-
ture amounted to Rs

68,000 crore over the
past decade, he said.

Section 82 of the erst-
while Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) deals
with proclamation for
person absconding.
Section 174A of the
erstwhile Indian Penal
Code (IPC) pertains to
non-appearance in re-
sponse to a proclama-
tion under section 82 of
the CrPC.

“The purpose of sec-
tion 82 CrPC, as can he
understood from a bare
reading of the statutory
text is to ensure that a
person who is called to
appear before a cou
does s0,” the bench sai
adding that the object
and purpose of section

4
174A of the IPC was to
ensure penal  conse-
quences for defiance of
a court order requiring a
person’s presence.
It noted what hap-
pens if the status under
section of the CrPC
was nullified, that is, the
person subjected to such
proclamation, by virtue
of subsequent develop-
ments was no longer re-
quired to be presented
before a court of law.
“Then, can the pros-
ecution  still  proceed
against such a person
for having not appeared
before a court during
the time that the process
was in effect, The answer

is in the affirmative,” it

said.

‘While referring to the
language of section 174A
of the IPC, the bench
said this implies that the
“very instance at which
a person is directed to
appear, and he does not
do so, this section comes
into play”.

“So, while proceed-
ings under section 174A
IPC cannot be initiated
independent of section
82, CrPC, that is, can
only be started post the
issuance of proclama-
tion, they can continue if
the said proclamation is
no longer in effect,” the
bench said.

Haryana IAS Officers Association

hosts New Year Lunch

Komal Ramola
L j.handlgarh
On the ocecasion of the
New Year, the Haryana
1AS icers  Associa-
tion organized a lunch-
eon at Haryana Niwas
on Sdfurdav Governor,
Bandaru Dattatraya and
Chief Minister, Nayab
Singh Saini attended the
event as special guests.
Cabinet Ministers, Shy-
am Singh Rana and
Ranbir Gangwa, also
remained present. The
Association’s  President
and Chief Secretary, Dr.
Vivek Joshi and Secre-
tary Dr. Amit Agrawal
welcomed the Governor
and the Chief Minister,

On this occasion, Gov-
ernor, Bandaru Datta-
traya said that special
dishes made from mil-
lets were included in the
Tunch. Millets have been
a part of our heritage
for centuries. The state
government is contin-
uously working to pro-
mote the cultivation of
these crops and the use
of products made from
millets, he said.

sutam Budha Nagar 201301(U 9
2, Naid. Ltar fradesh 201301 P

The Chief Minister
extended heartfelt New
Year wishes to the Har-
yana IAS Officers Asso-
ciation. He encouraged
the officers to work with
new resolutions and vi-
sion in the new year, en-
suring that the benefits
of government schemes
reach every eligible ben-
eficiary.

He said that dish-
es made from millets
are not only beneficial
for health but are also
helping farmers become
economically stronger

by selling millet-based
products.

Millets  are

necessary  for  both
health and the environ-
ment, said Nayab Singh
Saini.

The President of the
Haryana IAS Officers
Association and Chief
Secretary Dr. Vivek
Joshi, while welcoming
the Governor and Chief
Minister said that the
Association  regular-
ly organizes seminars,
training programmes,
and other events to
enhance  administra-
tive efficiency. Today's
event is part of this
ongoing initiative, said
Dr. Vivek Joshi.
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PM to launch
multiple
development
projects worth
over Rs 12000
crore in Delhi
on Sunday

~ New Delhi: B

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate and
lay the foundation stone
of multiple development
projects worth over Rs
12,200 crore on Sunday
in Delhi, which is expect-
ed to go to the polls in
February.

He will also undertake
a ride in Namo Bharat
Train from Sahibabad
RRTS Station to New
Ashok Nagar RRTS Sta-
tion.

Marking a significant
milestone in enhancing
regional  connectivity,
the PM will inaugurate
the 13 km stretch of Del-
hi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
Namo Bharat corridor
between Sahibabad
and New Ashok Nagar,
worth around Rs 4,600
crore.

With this inauguration,
Delhi will get its first
Namo Bharat connectiv-
ity. This will significant-
ly ease travel between
Delhi and Meerut and
benefit millions of peo-
ple through high-speed
and comfortable travel
along with unmatched
safety and reliability.

The PM will also inau-
gurate the 2.8 km stretch
between Janakpuri and
Krishna Park of Delhi
Metro Phase-IV worth
around Rs 1,200 crore.
This will be the first
stretch of Delhi Metro
Phase-IV to be inaugu-
rated, The areas of West
Delhi such as Krishna
Park, parts of Vikaspuri,
Janakpuri, among oth-
ers, will be benefitted.

The PM will lay the
foundation stone of the
26.5 km Rithala — Kund-
li section of Delhi Metro
Phase-IV, worth around
Rs 6,230 crore. This cor-
ridor will conneet Ritha-
la in Delhi to Nathupur
(Kundli) in Tlaryana,
significantly enhane-
ing connectivity in the
North-Western parts of
Delhi and Haryana.
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0816-199041

i, §
rth West. Delli- 110088
1t | known as Lojwanti @
Devi o in some of my
documents my name 15 mentioned
a5 Lagwunls whereas m some others.
it 1n mentioned ns Shakuntly Devi
Hoth Shakuntla Devs and Lajwaati
are one and the sume penson name

PUBHB NOTICE

NITHARI, NORTH WEST DELIL
NEW DELHI-110086, S PREM
NEW DELHI HAS

T

DELHE10086
DISOWNED HIM FROM
THEIR ALL MOVABLE AND

HIS WIFE MANSHA D
DEVELPOED,

DISOBEDIENT,
ATTITUDE  AND  NOT N
CONTROL ©F MY CLIENT
HI ! CLIENT SHALL

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR
ANY OF THER ACT, DEED,

WHOMSOEVER DEALS
WITH THEM. SHALL DEAL
AT HIS OWN RISK AND

RESPONSIBILITIES:

THROUGH

ADVOCATE

ROHIT BHARDWAT

M.No.- 8384071034

vl w250l o




DELHI

Delhi Metro
corridor from
Rithala to Kundli
to open soon

New Dethi
Chief Minister Atishi an-
nounced that the foundation
stone for anew Delhi Metro
corridor from Rithala to
Kundli will be laid on Sun-
day.

She said during a press
briefing that the Regional
Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) project connecting
regions across Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, and Ra-
jasthan will be inaugurated,
along with the extension of
the Delhi Metro Magenta
Line from Janakpuri West to
Krishna Park.

Delhi government has
contributed Rs 1,260 croreto
the RRTS project, which is
jointly funded by the Centre
and the governments of Del-
hi, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
and Rajasthan, she said.

“The new Rithala-Kundli
metro corridor and the
RRTS project represent a
significant milestone in
strengthening inter-state
connectivity and easing
transport challenges," Atishi
said.

"The extension of the Ma-
genta Line will also improve
accessibility in West Delhi,
reducing travel time and
making mnmlulmg more
convenient,"” she ad

The RRTS project will
connect key regions across
the participating states, and
priority is given to setting up
three corridors: the Delhi-
Alwar corridor, the Delhi-
Panipat corridor, and the
Delhi-Meerut corridor.

Together, these projects
aim to enhance the public
transport network, reduce
traffic congestion, and con-
tribute significantly to the
economic growth of Delhi
and its neighbouring states,
Atishi said.

Police deport 5
Bangladeshi
nationals staying
illegally in Delhi

New Delhi

The Delhi Police has de-
ported five Bangladeshi na-
tionals, including a woman
and two children, who were
found staying illegally in
the capital, an official said on
Sunday.

"We deported them on
January 1. The operation
was part of an intensified
drive against unauthorised
migrants under the directive
of the Delhi LG and the
Commissioner of Police,"
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Ankit Singh
said.

He saidthat the team tar-
geted unauthorised colonies,
slums and labor camps in
the district. During police
raids, resulted in the ap-
prehension of five individu-
als, identified as Moham-
mad Shahid (53), Nazrul
Sheikh (50), his -
old wife and their two chil-
dren, all hailing from
Bangladesh's Bagerhat dis-
trict.

During interrogation, the
individuals admitted toen-
tering India illegally and
were found in possession
of Bangladeshi citizenship
documents and mobile
numbers. They were subse-
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Delhi sees season's longest zero visibility spell

New Delhi

ense fog en-

veloped the na-

tional capital on

Saturday, reduc-
ing visibility to zero for an
unprecedented nine-hour
stretch, the longest spell of
the season, according to
the weather department.

The dense fog led to the
delay of 81 trains while 15
flights got diverted on Sat-
urday, according to offi-
cials.

"Zero visibility prevailed
for nine hours at Palam be-
tween 6 pm and 3 am
(UTC), marking the longest
spell of the season.

The city's primary weath-
er station, Safdarjung,
recorded eight hours of zero
visibility, as per the IMD."

With the the maximum
temperature in the city set-

tled at 20 degrees Celsius,
0.7 notch above average
and the minimum temper-
recorded at 7.8
degrees Celsius, 0.9 notch

Five juveniles among
seven nabbed in
student murder case

New Delhi
The Delhi Police has nabbed
seven people, including five
juveniles, in connection with
the murder of a 14-year-old
school student in east Delhi,
an official said on Saturday.

The suspects were plan-
ning to flee Delhi when they
were nabbed.

The police also recovered
the knife used in the murder
and other eritical evidence.

The Class 9 student was
attacked outside a school in
east Delhi's Shakarpur area
on Friday.

"Investigations revealed
that during a break at 4 pm,
a classmate of the vietim al-
legedly borrowed a mobile
phone and made a call. The
accused classmate allegedly
discussed a dispute with the
victim and instructed the
person on the line to 'send
people’” Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (East) Ab-
hishek Dhania said.

Around 6 pm, as the stu-
dents left the schoal, the ac-
cused classmate was seen
waiting outside with a group.

The situation escalated
when another juvenile, an
accomplice of the accused
student, stabbed the victim
in his right thigh, causing se-
vere injuries. The attackers
then fled the spot, Dhania
said.

School staff immediately
administered first aid and
took the victim student to
Hedgewar hospital. He was
referred to GTB Hospital
due to the severity of the in-
juries but he succumbed,
the police said.

above the normal, accord-
ing to the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
said,

The relative humidity

Kejriwal
promises
to waive
'inflated’
water bills

New Delhi
AAP supremo Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Saturday prom-
ised to waive the "inflated”
water bills received by peo-
ple in Delhi if his party re-
turns to power in the up-

"Investigations
revealed that
during a break at

4 pm, a classmate
of the victim al-
legedly borrowed
a mobile phone
and made a call.

Three specialised teams
conducted extensive review
of CCTV camera footage, in-
terviewed witnesses and
analysed technical evidence
to identify the suspects, Dha-
nia said. "Their coordinated
efforts led to the apprehen-
sion of all seven accused
while they attempted to es-
cape.”

Among those apprehend-
ed were five juveniles and
two adults - college student
Saarthi (19) and dairy shop
owner Aman Kumar (31).

Critical evidence, includ-
ing the accused's blood-
stained clothes and shoes
and the knife and its cover,
were seized. The police are
investigating the specific
roles and motives of each in-
dividual involved, Dhania
said.

coming bly polls in
the national capital next
month.

In a press conference
here, Kejriwal said that
people were "distressed”
due to water bills worth
thousands and lakhs of ra-
pees being sent to them by
the Delhi Jal Board.

He alleged that the in-
flated water bills started
arriving after he went to jail
and urged people not to
pay those bills.

"I have said this earlier,
but today T am making a
formal announcement:
when AAP comes back to
power after the assembly
polls, these inflated bills
will be waived. Those who
think their bills are incor-
rect need not pay them,”
the former Delhi chief min-
ister said.

The AAP government
provides free 20,000 liters
of water per month and
over 12 lakh households in
the city have benefitted
from the scheme, he added.

The AAP is seeking to
return to power for the
fourth consecutive term af-
ter the elections to the 70-
member Delhi Assembly
next month.

during the day ranged be-
tween 96 and 100 per cent,
it said.

For Sunday, the weather
department has predicted a

partly cloudy sky. The pre-

ominant surface wind is
expected to blow from the
southeast at aspeed of less
than 4 kmph during the
morning hours.

Smog and moderate fog
are likely in most areas,
with dense fog expected in
a few places during the
morning. The wind speed is
forecast to gradually in-
crease to 8-10 kmph from
the southeast in the after-
noon, before decreasing to
less than 6 kmph in the
evening and night.

Smog or shallow to mod-
erate fog is likely during
the evening and night, it
said.

The maximum and min-
imum temperatures are ex-
pected to settle around 18
and 10 degree C, respec-
tively.

At 7 am, general visibil-
ity at the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport was zero
in very dense fog. The Run-
way Visual Range (RVR)
at its runways was in the
range of 100-250 metres,
with CAT I1I conditions.

Such very dense fog in
zero visibility with CAT 111
conditions at the airport
has been prevailing since
11:30 pm on Friday, the
Met office said.

“While landing and take-
offs continue at Delhi air-
port, flights that are not
CATIII compliant may get
affected. Passengers are re-
quested to contact the air-
line concerned for updated
flight information. Any in-
convenience caused is
deeply regretted,” the Del-
hi International Airpart
Limited, which operates the

airport, said in a poston X
at 6. 56 am.

CAT T facility allows
aircraft to operate in low-
visibility conditions.

The Northern Railway
said a total of 59 trains
were running late by up to
six hours and 22 by around
eight hours,

In a related development,
the air quality in the na-
tional capital remained in
the "very poor' category.

Delhi's 24-hour average
AQI was recorded at 378,
according to data from the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered 'good’, 51
and 100 'satisfactory’, 101
and 200 'moderate’, 201
and 300 'poor’, 301 and
400 'very poor’, and 401
and 500 'severe’.

Delhi man cons 700 woman on dating apps

n New Delhi

Delhi Police has amested a
23-year-old man who al-
legedly scammed over 700
women after befriending
them on dating applications
by posing a US-based
model, officials said on Sat-
urday.

The cyber police station of
West district arrested Tushar
Bisht on charges of exploit-
ing online platforms such as
Bumble and Snapchat to lure
his victims, blackmail them
using private photos and
videos, and extort money, a
statement issued by Delhi
Palice sai;

"Posing as a US-based
freelance model, the accused
created fake identities using
avirtual international mobile
number and photographs of
a Brmh.u\ model,” D(put;
Commi
(Wesﬂ.\ﬁchnn Veer, said in
the statement.

Bishtused the fake profiles
to connect with women aged
between 18 and 30 vears on
various onlione dating plat-
forms.

“His primary targets were
users of Bumble, Snapchat
and WhatsApp," the state-
ment said.

The DCP said Bisht gained
his victims' trust by engaging
in conversations, and con-
vinced them to share pri-
vate and intimate images
and videos.

"Once he obtained the
content, he resorted to black-
mail, threatening to leak the
sensitive material online, or
sell them to dark web unless
the victims paid him,” the
DCP said.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that the accused in-
teracted with over 500
women on Bumble and 200

Ashwini Vaishnaw interacts with students
at NDMC(C'’s '"Exam Warrior' initiative

Staff Reporter

w Delhi

Union Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Railways and Electronics &
Information Technology,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, took part
in the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC)'s Exam
Warrior Art Festival, mspired
by the book of Prime Minis-
ter of India Shri Narendra

Theinitiative aims to help
dndem.s hm]d positivity, con-

quently p d at the
Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration Office (FRRO) and
deported to Bangladesh,
said the DCP.

Delhi LG VK

New Delhi
Delhi Lieutenant Gover-
nor VK Saxena on Satur-
day inaugurated a 10-acre
DDA park in Daryaga
an official statement said.

The park, Kranti Udyan,
is part of the larger project
of redevelopment of four
parks contiguous to the
Walled City along the Ma-
hatma Gandhi Marg, op-

d creativity so they

can approach exams with a
calm and balanced mindset.
Around 4,000 students
shared their thoughts

through art, inspired by the
messages of the book. Di-
vyang students also actively
participated in the event
alongside the their teachers
providing guidance through-
out the event.

ded message,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi shared an important
insight with students, stating,
“Whenever we dream of be-
coming something, it may re-
sult in disappointment some-

times; but if we dreamof do-
ing something, we feel moti-
vated to give our best. So, in-
stead of focusing on the aim
of becoming sor ing, we
must focus on the dream of
doing, because whenyou do
that, you'll never feel the
pressure of exams,”

In his book Exam War-
riors, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi highlights the sig-
nificance of moral boosters to
Thelpstudents stay motivated
and reduce exam-related
stress.

To bring this idea to life
many eminent artists present
to inspire students through
their creativity.

Saxena inaugurates 10-acre park in Daryaganj

posite the Samadhi Com-
plex, it stated.

It aims to integrate and
develop parks spanning
35 acres across around 1.7
kilometres along the Ring
Road. Inspired by the Kar-
tavya Path near India
Gate, the project is de-
signed to offer similar
recreational opportunities
to the people in lush green

settings, the statement
said.

The project combines a
formal garden, a neigh-
bourhood park, and a
Mughal garden against the
backdrop of heritage mon-
uments. It has been rede-
veloped under the guid-
ance and supervision of
the LG, it said.

On May 6, 2023, the LG

visited the four parks
along Mahatma Gandhi
Marg — Delhi Chalo Park,
Ghata Maszid Park, Urdu
Academy Park, and Sadb-
havana Park. Because the
site falls under protected
and regulated zones of the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASD), all plans were
formally approved by the
ASI and the National

Monument Authority, it
id. Two of these parks,
Ghata Maszid Park and
Urdu Academy Park, were
combined and have been
renamed Kranti Udyan,
the statement said.
Spanning nearly 10
acres, Kranti Udyan em-
phasises organic forms
and is designed as aneigh-
bourhood park, it said.

others on Snapchat and
WhatsApp, police said.

The accused’'s mobile
phone contained inerimi-
nating evidence, including
objectionable data of vie-
tims, a virtual mobile num-
ber, and details of f'ndnml
transactions invol ex-

herto inform her family and

After registeringan FIR, a
special team was formed
which identified Bisht as the
perpetrator and tracked him
to Shakarpur in east Delhi. A

raid wi ducted, leading

tortion.

The police also seized 13
eredit cards linked to various
banks, the statement said.

The matter came to light
on December 13, last year,
when a Delhi University stu-
dent filed a complaint with
the eyber police station
claiming that she had con-
nected with the accused on
Bumble earlier in the year.

Posing as a US-based
maodel visiting India for work,
he gained her trust through
consistent chats.

As their interactions deep-
ened, the aceused persuaded
her to share private photos
and videos on Snapchat and
WhatsApp. Despite repeated
requesis to meet in person,
he always evaded with ex-
cuses, the DCP said.

"The situation escalated
when the accused sent her a
private video she had shared,
and demanded money. Pres-
sured, the vietim made small
payments, citing her financial
constraints, However, the

relentless demands drove

to his arrest, the statement
sai

Revealing the modus
operandi, the DCP said dur-
ing interrogation, Bisht ad-
mitted to using a virtual in-
ternational mobile number
for over two years, which he
obtained through an app.
Using this number, he reg-
istered on dating and chat-
ting platforms, projecting
himself asa glamorous mod-

el

His fake profiles included
fabricated stories and pho-
tographs to make them ap-
pear authentic.

Once he established con-
nection with his vietims, he
persuaded them to share in-
lll]ldlE content.

Initially, he did this for
amusement but later he
turned it into a caleulated
scheme to extort money. He
confessed to possessing pri-
vate content of numerous
women and blackmailing
several of them for financial
gains," Vichitra Veer said in
the statement.

Delhi police pay homage to the
Martyrs National Police Memorial

New Delhi
As a mark of respect and to
pay homage to the Martyrs
who have laid down their
lives inthe line of duty, Del-
hi Police today held a Band
Display, Parade & Retreat

Bisht hails from a middle-
class family based out of
Shakarpur. His father works
asa private driver, his moth-
er is a homemaker, while
his sisteris employed in Gu-
rugram.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ttis for the general public in-
formation that my Client
Rambhajan S/o Late Sh. Ram
Swaroop Rfo W2-258;
Naraina Village, New Delhi-
110028, has/have debarred,
disown and break down all
the relationship from his wife
Poonam Devi (Wife) and Rajni
Devi (Daughter) from all my
moveable and immoveable
properties sither self acquired
or ancestral situated all over
India due to theirs miseon-
duct, disobedience and mis-
behavior attitude and | reside
separately on graund flocr.
My client will not be responsi-
ble in future for his acts or
deeds which was done by
him/her.

SANJEEV RAWAT
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO.556, DWARKA
COURT COMPLEX, DWARKA,
NEW DELHI

PUBLIC NO
|, Parvesh Kumar S/o Late Shri
Subhash Chander R/o D-530,
Top Floor, Tagore Garden
Extn,, New Delhi-110027, de-
clares that out of natural love
and affection, have agreed ta
voluntarily and withoutany
manetary consideration refin-
quished all my rights, title, in-
terest and share in the prop-
erty bearing no. H. No. 87-A,
Jawala Heri, Paschim Vihar,
New Delhi-110063 along with
the land underneath, with all
rights of ownership and other
rights pertaining to the same,
by the virtue of refinquish-
ment deed dated 03/01/2025.
The actual physical possession
of the said property is already
with my sister. Thus, | and my
legal heirs, successors, nami-
nee(s), assignee(s) etc have
been left no right, title, inter-
est, clkim or concern of any
nature with the said property.
My sister / Ms. Jyoti has be-
come the sole, absolute and
extlusive owner of the said
entire property,

with full right to use and enjoy
the same as absolute owner
without any claim.

OFFICE OF THE BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
BHAWARNA, DISTRICT KANGRA (H.P.)

QUOTATION NOTICE

Date: 03/01/2025

Ceremony at National Police | s piock Developmant fficer, Development Bhavwarr invits the ftem
Memorial, Chanakyapuri. fat In sealed quotations for Supplying of bullding materialFOR.) from
Starting today Delhi Police Suppliers/Vendors (having valid GST No) for the execution of
will hiold a'cere orl departmental wotks under jurisdiction of Dev. Block Bhawarma,
weekends of thismonth asa S.No. Description of item Unit
segment of year long series of ! Erstred Syid CUM
events under which all § ELTETTT I = E: -
CAPFS and Delhi Police hive . o e
been allocated a month each Omm CuM
to hold cer E]ll(lnleﬁ |I1 Crushed Aggregate 30mm uM
evening hours of Soulier Stone oM
These events stands as a e e
testament to the unwavering 0 Bithre N
commitment and bravery of Zorm Work aM

those who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty.
Participants of today's pro-
gramme included families
of Delhi Police personnel
and visitors at the memori-
al

25-01-25at 1100 AM,

D

Sec.m!y Depost: -10,000/-only
Oraft.

Date of release of invitation for auetation Up to on

Last Date/Time for receipt of Guotation: - on 27-01-25 at 300 #M
Cost of Forme -1300/-(nonrefundable)

in favar of undersigned in form of




OPlNlON

By Jasmine Shah

As Chief Minister, Arvind
Kejriwal made these is-
sues his government's
mission when setting
about the promise of
transforming Delhi—nat
far global investors or
tourists, but for the peo-
ple living in Dalhi.

| 108 STORY, Dew Sumone 05 sy 025 |

Building Human Capital - the essence of the Delhi Model

ts hardly 2 eecret
that even after seven-
peight yaars of in-
dependenes, Tndia ranks
pathetically low i glob-
al human dewelopment
indioss, Indin's rank in
the United Nation's Hu-
man Development Index
(HDD) dropped in the last
10 years—from 130 I
2014 t0 134in 2023240
On the 2023 Global Hun-
ger Index, India ranks
111 out of 195 countriss.
rankings miror a

truth knewn only toowell
among development ex-
perts and politidans alike.
No nation of unhesithy
and  poorly-educated
people can ever beoome
a great and powerful na-
tion; 1o amount of forsign
divect investment or rhet-
atic around GDF growth
i8 going to fix these is-
suss automatically, only
eloctad governments can
dt_hc 0 through wilful and

mierventions.

A Chiff  Mirister,
Awind Keriwal made
these issues his govern-
ments mission  whan
setting about the prom-
ise of transforrming Del-
Ti—at for global mves-
té:]rs ar t]ou{ists, but 5211'

e paopla living in Del-
. Be : reforms were
initiated in all areas that
affecied  Dell?’s aam
aadmi the most, such as
education,  haaltheare,
water and  sanitation,
dlodridty, public trang-
port, air palution, sodal
welfare " and  iniflation,
T&'.}‘m r:[mhs speak for

grrselves. Throughout
its two terms, the AAP
govermment in Delhd
was the only one riation-
dlyto consistently spend
aover half of ite budgat
on sodl sectars—wth
edusation and health. re-
calung the largast push,

enditure on sodd

fare quidkly becams
an article of faith for the
govermmt,

Drivari by this radieal
wigon, the AAP govemn-
ment bult over 22,700
new dassrooms in Del-
i govarronant schools
m fts firg nine years,
compared o 24100
dassroams bullt in the
preceling  seven  dec-
ades. The school infra-
structurs in 4l edsting
schools' wag fundamen-
tally transformed and
upgraded to world-dlass
standards with many
schools sporting AC a-
ditoriums, modem li-
‘braries, swirmming pools
and same even housed
hockey turf grounds. An
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all-aut foous on pedago-
and teaching quaity
sawgovariment sehools
consistertly trurmp pri-
vate schools in Class 12
(:BSE results from 2016
onwards. Bucking the
national trend of reduc-
ing enrciment in govern-
menit schools, over two
lakh stodents have loft
Déhi's private schools to
Join government schodls.
An inwessing number
of govarnmet school
studants clear JEE and
gramnatang
every year—thar num-
bers touching & recard
high of %Iggmd 1414
respectively in 2024. In
4 rarg intemational rag-
ognitin, the New York
Times in o022 carried
4 front-page feahare on
how AAPs education
rmodel transforrmed the
lives of millions of poar
farriliesin Delri,

The AAP govemment
made pardlel strides in
healthcars, B credad
India's first health guar-
antea model through 2
thres-tier systam cam-
Erising mihdla tnetgq-

ourhiood) dirics; poly-
clirics and tertiary cary
hospitals that provide
freg-of-oast vare fo avary
ditizan, righ or poor, far
anykind of allment. The
novel concept of mohal-
la dinics, introduced for
the firs fime in india,
recaved rmich glebal
acdam for its ability to
make affordsble and
qudity primay hedth-
cars alahle @ the
doorstap of every ditizen.
Ouer riine years, Delhi's
540 rmohalla dinics have
registered ovar sven
crore oufpatient wisits,

serving over 60,000 pa-
herr‘it?%wry day lhmg.\
free consultations, tests
and madicnes. Govern-
gt Imrds under-
et over foo fo
cater to_inareased de-
mand. The preceding
%o'-rerrmants OVEr sy
ecades had created a
capacty of 9,523 befs
in’ Delhi's govemment
hospitals by 2015 the
AAP Twmmam added
4,185 beds o nealy 44
per-cant capadty in the
net mune years, with
construgtion  projacts
expacted to add ancther
16,000 beds by 2026 at
an advanced sfage.

The govermment also
made substantid head-
way in water, sanitation
and  hygiene fadlities
Freg lifeline water was
Er-wided to eyery house-

ald: of Delhi- for upto
20,000 litre per morith
tosecure a basic human
right, The govemment
made unpressdanted in-
vestroants in expanding
the reach of the water
supply network and sew-
age netwarkto unsarved
areas, sspecally unal-
thorised colorues that
house a third of Dalhi's

opulation. Over 5,200

of water pipdines
were laid, inaresing the
share of unatherised
colonies having acoess
to piped water supply
from 54 per cent in 2015
to99.6 per cant in 2024
Another 2,100 kny of wa
ter pipelines ware laid to
sarvice rurdl areas and
rasattlernant  colonies,
witile 3,500 km of old
pipelines wers replaged.
Put togsthar, the AAP
govanmant  installed

over h}xw; k. of weter
pipelines every year in
the national capital, Ad-
ditionally, over 4400
I of sewer lines were
14d in unatherised col-
ores during this period,
ingreasing the share of
colonies connectad fo
the sewagenetwarkfrom
just1gpercentin 2015to
57per cant in 2024,

Tnthepower sector, the
sledricity  distribution
network was weradsd
and ade reliabie—Del-
hi trangltioned in five
years from a ragion wit-
nessing long power cuts
avary summner tothe first
Indian state with 24 2 7
power supply. To malte
sladirictty affordable for
all, the AAP government
ensired to keep elacric-
ity tariffs in check over
both its terms, even as
the tariffs continued to
riga year on year in rost
Indian staes over the
last decade, In 2015, the
AAP goverment  de-
dded to provide 50 pe
cent subsidy on dormes-
tic elecridty bills up to
400 units. Bxpanding
the subsidy, fram 2019
onwards, # started pro-
viding free lifeline dlec-
tricity up to 200 unitsto
evary houseold and 50
Esr cent subsidy on kills

eween 200 and 400
units. A rnassive arpan-
sion in solar and renew-
able samgy was initiated
with the readlt that its
share in Delhi'sinstalled
capadly increased from
wirtually nil in 2015 ons-
third by trid-2024. Flans
are underway to switch
to 50 per cant renawable
power by 2027

Ajr pellution was per-
haps the toughest d':al-
lenge for the AAP gov-
emment—ot dus to 4
Ll of will or knowlodge,
but because the problem
is truly regional in na-
ture and requirss coar-
dinated actions from all
the state goverrmentts in
the Nationd Capital Re-
gon. Yat, the AAP gov-
emmienf fook & serfes of
unrivaled bold acticns.
First, it shut down all
thamd _power plants
within Dahi's bounda-
ries. Secand, it ensured
all 1,627 industrial units
in Delli transticned
frompolluting fusels such
as ocal, diesel, ate. to
daen Fiped Natural Gas
(PNG) Third, it inifiat-
el a massve greening
drive planting  nearly
three crove frees and in-
creasing Delhi’s gremn
cover to arecord 23 par

cent in 2021, Faurth, it
inplemertad an - am-
bitious dedric vehide
olicy which  dlowed
E’dhﬁ to emerge & the
EV capitd of India with
212 par oent registration
rate anong new vehicles,
the highest in India so
far. Fifth it modemized
and increased the fleet
of Delhw’s public bus
systamto arecord 7,700
wahides, incuding nearly
2,000 elaciricbuses. The
collective net result is an
mpracedented declng
by 45 per eant in pollu-
tion levels over the last
decade—contrary to the
gloamy picture usually
painted about Dell's &r
pollutian.

Apart from  sactoral
reforms, the AAP gov-
emment dso undertook
steps to reate 4 sro
scaup‘a[ safetynet for 13&

indissd  populsicns
ﬁ the g .Pi‘g March
2017, the Delhi Cabmat
approved a hike of 36
per cent in Delhi's min-
IMIITT Wages, i
it t%]e ﬂgm in ﬁ%
so_far. The step report-
adly bmeﬁt:r morg
than 5o lakh workers
i Delbi. With annual
hikes to reflect inflation,
an ungkled warker in
Dalhi in mid-2024 was
legally entitlod to & min-
imum wage of ¥17,494
par  month—corrpared
to the nationd mini-
rmimwage of 5,340 par
month, and $10,250 per
mornith in the naiﬁbuﬂ:—
ing Uttar Pradesh. Far
over nine lakh sanior dit-
izgns, wornen in distress
and disabled individuals
covered under the gov-
emment’s social security
pension  schemes, thy
AAP govemment iked
the penston  amourtt
from $1,500 to 32,500
per month—the Highest
i India,

The Deli Moddl of
governancs, with a com-
mitment o building
hurman capital and pro-
moting sodal  welfars
pledgad into its core, re-
Jocts the fatish far GDP
nurrbers aud gossy in-
frastructire projects ag
the primary aker of
progress.

About auther: (Jas-
e Shahserved e the
Viee Chairgersan of the
Dielogue and Develop-
mert Compission, Dett
gqovemment. This arti-
deisaneaaptiimhs
book “The Delfa Madat™
published by Penquin)

By Privanka Saurabh

Bureaucrats face toxic
work environments, ver-
bal abuse, and constant
multitasking, which

;Eﬁ nificantly impact men-
tal health. Most 145 of-
ficers suffer from insam-
nia and burnaut due

to the long hours they
spend  managing  re-
lief operations. Rapidly
evulwing stakeholder
demands and limited
training add to bureau-
crats’ stress and reduce
ada ptability. Fatigue

and mental stress in-
crease the risk of critical
palicy errors, thereby re-
ducing the quality of
goverance.

Increasing stress among civil servants
becomes a hindrance in serving the nation

tress, fatigne, and

declining productiv-

ity due to increas-
ing workload and public
expectations  are  grow-
ing concems ameng civil
servants. This phencme-
non adverssly affects the
effidency of governance:
Civil gervante  working
at the ‘gragsrocts levél
are the ultimate imple-
menters -and  expcutars
of a range of govarmment
policiss and are the fun-
damental foros for social
stability and harmonious
development.  Currently,
the lese] of stress in div-
il eerviose is high as the
ever-inoreasing  expacta-
tions of the welfare state,
conflicting and  difficult
pressures dug to ozaliticon
politics, malia pressure,
civil sociely movements,
ete,, demand  immedi-
ate results from the dvil
servants, In euch com-
plexsituaticns, caly theee
<ivil sarvants are able to
suoesd who have high
stress management and
the ahilitytomanage their
own and others’ emotions.
This highlizhts the nesd
for comprehensive pe-
forres to craate 2 flexble
administrative  structure
capable of addressing
the challenges of modem
gowemance.

Bureaucrate fao: wudc
work environments, ver-
bal abuse, and constant
multitasking, which sig-
nificantly impact mental
health, Mcst 188 offieers
suffer from insomnia and
burnout due to prolonged
hours spant managing
relief  cperationg. Rap-
idly evolving stakehcld-
er demands and imited
training add to bureau-
crats’ stress and reduos
adaptatility. Digtrict
oollectors grappled with
vacane logistics. during
the pandemic, exposing
outdated training in corisis
managemsnt. The fear of
being questioned under
weaponized rules increas-
ég strees and undermines
derision-making. an
RS officer faces dispro-
portionate scutmy over
proosdural lapees in im-
plemsnting new tax poli-
cles. & volatile, uncertain,
oomplex, and ambiguens
warld worsens their chal-
lenges,

Buréaurate  handling
dlimate’ change policies
sruggle to integrate sci-
entific data due to inade-
quate training. Symptoms
such as physical fatigue,
irritability, and low cre
ativity raduce their abil-
ity to handle governance
tashs effactively. Burzau-

Crle Managing: projects
suffer from reduced effi-
meng due to persistent
sressrelated  fatigue.
The negative impact of
buraaucratic bumcut on
govermance  effidency
Burnout reduces responee
time, leading to delays m
picy  impdementation
and public service deliv
ery. Slow action during
the 2018 Kerala floods
dalayed relief afforss and
increassd  public grigw
ances, Fear of gk dueto
burnout prevente expen-
mentation in govemance
processes,  Digital gow
‘emance projeds in rural
areas kacked innovative
ideag, leading to subopii-
mal results, Stress-related
inefficiency fusls public
distrust and diseatisfac-
tion with gowernance, A
health department in a
northeastern state meport-
ed poor coordination dur-
ing a malana cutbresk,
which affected respenss
measwres. Fatigue and
mental sressinerease the
gk of eritical. policy er-
roxs, redincing the quality
of governanos. Flaws in
implementing the Direct
Benefit Transfer scheme
led to finandial exchision
for marginalissd commu-
nities,

Undertake  eweeping

reforme for a resilient
administrative structurs,
Introdwes confidential
oomesling servioss and
mandatory wellness pro-
FFATTmES o SUppart men-
tal health. Karnataks's
pilot strese-management
workshops for bureau-
crate hawe pnprowd of-
ficer moraleand effidency
in 2023, Institutionalize
regular training on emerg-
ing challanges, lasdership,
and technolegyy hold AT
mtegration  weekshops
for officers managing
smart dty projects to in-
creage effidency; provde
oonerete rewards for in-
novation; and allow safe
margins for -exprimen-
tation in dession-making,
Mizharashira’s Innovative
Rural Housing Scheme of-
fioars receivedd spedal rec-
ognition, promoting bold
governancs  approaches,
Simplify and modemize
servios miles to reduce
regulatory fear and e
aorage autencrnans de-
dgion-maling.  Gujarat
streamlined bureaucratic
prooesses in ite solar en-
ergy polices; spesding up
project approvals, Betab-
lish pelidies that promote
flexible -echedules  and
pereonal time for reflec
ton,

To tackle bursaucrat-

i fatigue, mental health,
skill development, and
encodragement  for  in-
nomtion need fo be
prioritized 1o enhance
gowemanc: effidency. A
supportive  framewcek
supowers civil servants
to perform with danty
and resilience, Ag Gan-
dhiji said, “The beet way
ta find yowsslf is to loss
yourself m the servics of
othars” Ensuring thelr
well-being will help tu-
nsauicrats serve the nation
with renewed purpose
and sigee. Improving
regilience and reducing
stress playe a atdl wle
in preswenting depression
and anxiety among grass-
roote il servants, These
findings can help society
and govemment depart-
ments to better under-
stand the mental health
stabus of grassrots dvil
srvans and  provide
guidance fer formulating
relewnt  management
and prevention measures
and create high-quality
werk envrenments for
grassroots civil eervante,

(Priyanka  Saurabh,
Research Scholar in Po-
litival Science)

Breaking Time

Sudoku

Whatto do
Rl ins the grid o that every row, every column, and every
33 bag contains the digit 1 to & Bvery puzdle has anly
carrect solution.

(4] |8]|7]
5|6
16 9 5
84 2| |5
3 4
5 7 gl2| |
3 8 6 9
718
4|2 1
Solution, Sudo
3|/5(8]7(1|6]2|9|4
2]16]715/4/9f3|8/1
419(113|8|2]7|5|6
5]2|41]3]7]o[6[8]
9|8(6]2|5|4]1|3|7]
71113]9]/6|8]5/4|2
114(2]16(9(3]|8|7|5
8[3|5]4[7[1]6]2]9
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

REFELCTION

Everything clearly re-  sidein.
flects. it reflects when

ou are laved, it re-  life is easy when you
ects when youareun-  and  your reflection
loved, it reflects when  are on tha same page,
you are relazed, it re- life is difficult when
flects when you are dis-  you are your reflec
turbed. it reflectswhen  tons dar't redly talk
you think of sameone  to each other and life
and blush, it reflects  is death when your
when someons wails  own reflection {s your
for youand yourrush.a  enemy. elean yoursslf
mere reflection of love  everyday as you get
sweatens  evergthing yourss!?’d.irty evaryday,
around you and & nourish yourself every
bare reflection of love  day as you fight a bat
poisons  evarythi tle everyday, cherish
around you. eyes with  yourself gveryday as
kindness, mouth with  you remain with your
swedtness, skin with  self everyday, adjust
softness and thoughts  with yourself everyda
with greatness stay  as you change yoursell
desirable. don't let  everyday, hold your
anything come in you  self everyday as you lat
that youden't wantthe  fall yourself everyday,
world to see, because  save yourself everyday
overything that isin  as you spend yourd

there will raflect. sell everyday, praise
verything throws yoursalf everyday as
some siinals that you insult yourself
are felt by avery- 4 averyday,  cele
ong: around , brate ~ymurself
gou.  raflec- svery day as you
tion doubles find  yourself
your  powi- b N overylay.

o when i I

it | bricgs A——r A\ Moral; Be
gou I e ool
side out and in_life that

it halves your power you can feel proud
when it brings you out-  of your reflection.

Dear Reader, If you
have any news or you
have. any suggestion
regarding cur news
paper or you have
any problem  with
any govermnment de-
partment, you may
oomtact us cn 24 hour
helpline ne-  ol20-
4225517, 4241284 for
Delhi & Ghaziabad
(9sBaziogpe),  for
Meida (9818999980),
Advertisement
(9818799941), Circule-
tion (0B586g25450)
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Rijiju offers 'chadar' at Ajmer dargah on
PM's behalf reads out Modi's message

Ajmer

nion Minority Af-

airs  Minister

Kiren Rijiju on

Saturday offered
a ceremonial ‘chadar’ sent
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi at Ajmer dargahon
the 'Urs’ of Sufi saint Khwa-
ja Moinuddin Chishti and
Tead out the prime minister's
message which called on peo-
ple from across religions to
work together in harmony.

Khadim (caretaker) Af-
shan Chisti offered prayers
on behalf of the prime min-
ister at the shrine.

Rijiju said in different pe-
riods in India, various saints
and fakirs went among the
peopleand illiminated their
Tives and left their indelible
mark with the message of hu-
manity.

"One of them, Khmaj.n
Garib Nawaz, p layed an im-
portant role in increasing
love and harmony in the so-
ciety. His ideals dedicated
to peace and brotherhood
will continue to inspire gen-
erations. Tt will continue to
inspire to do everything pos-
sible for the creation of a
strong country and society,”
he said while reading out
Modi's message.

The minister also launched
a web portal of the dargah,
the ib Nawaz' app for
pilgrims and an operations
manual for the conduct of
"Urs'.

On the web portal and
app, devotees will get de-
tailed information about the
life of Khwaja Saheb as well
as his teachings.
alking toreporters later,
Rijifu said the message of
brotherhood and peace goes
from the of Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti to the

UP develops 1240
night shelters to protect
needy from cold wave

Lucknow

With extreme cold wave
condition sweeping across
Uttar Pradesh for the past
48 hours , the state gov-
ernment has set up 1,240
night shelters and tem-
porary accommedation
facilities across the state,
equipped with all the nec-
essary resources to help
poor people stay warm.
On Saturday, dense fog
engulfed most parts of
the state forcing disrup-
tion in vehicular, rail and
air traffic movement. All
schools upto standard 8th
standard have been closed
for a week in most dis-
tricts including Lucknow,
Mathura, Agra and Bareil-
ly. Officials here claimed
that state government on
the directions of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
has stepped up its effort
to provide relief to the
people.Over three lakh
blankets have been dis-
tributed to those in need.
The CM has also stressed
that no negligence will be
tolerated in delivering
blankets to the destitute.
The government is con-
sistently improving the
facilities at night shelters
and temporary shelters.
“The goal is to shield every
needy individual from the
harsh winter and provide
them with safe and digni-
fied accommodation. The
CM has emphasized that
the operation of these
shelters should be car-
ried out with utmost sen-
sitivity and responsibility.
Officials have been in-
structed to ensure that
no person is compelled
to sleep outdoors, on di-
viders, roadsides, or in
parks.The safety and
needs of women have
been given special atten-
tion in the night shelters.
These shelters are
equipped with adequate
lighting, cleanliness, and

day , dense
fog engulfed most
parts of the state forc-
ing disruption in ve-
hicular, rail and air
traffic movement. All
schools upto standard
8th standard have
been closed fora
week in most districts
including Lucknow,
Mathura, Agra and
Bareilly.

heating arrangements to
ensure that women feel
safe and their needs are
met.

Officials have been in-
structed to monitor the
condition of the shelters
and heating arr

entire country and the world,

Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti
is also known as Garib
Nawaz.

"Today L have come to the
dargah with Prime Minister
Modi's ‘chadar’. 1 have had
the good fortune of coming
here to Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti . 1 prayed for
peace,"” Rijiju said after of-
fering the ‘chadar’.

"The message from Ajmer
Dargah goes to the whole
world. Along with presenting
the prime minister’s ‘chadar’,

The prime minister has
been annually sending a
‘chadar' to the dargah.

In his message, the prime
minister mentions that every
seet and every religion should
come together and work to-
gether for the country, soci-
ety and world peace, the min-
ister said.

Lakhs

and children, he said.

"There should be a sys-
tem for that. A manual has
been launched for that and T
will try 1o provide all possible
help from my ministry to
improve the system,” Rijiju
said.

"Come here and feel how
much i lﬂ'ﬂHLI the dargahhas
on our lives,” he ad

"While offering the chadar
sent by the prime minister, [
have prayed thatall the peo-
ple in our country live in
peace and friendship and
contribute to the progressof
the country,” he said.

Minister of State and MP'
from Rajasthan Bhagirath
C ha udhary, Dﬂrgah Deewan

ul Abedin Ali Khan's son
\Id:»nuklm Chishti, repre-
sentatives from the d:
committee and khadims
were presenton the occasion.

Elaborate security @
ments were made for the
visit of the minister, who
took a flight to Jaipur and
then proceeded to Ajmer by
road. Hewas received by the
BJP's state minority morcha

leaders at the airport.
of people comel "On this auspicious occa-
andtheyshould getachance  sion of Urs, we want that a
ly,es-  good atmosphere should be

to offer prayers
pecially the elderly, women

created in the country. No

one should do anything that
can affect the harmony of
our country,” Rijiju told re-
porters at the airport.

Be it a Hindu, Muslim,
Sikh, Christian, Parsi, Bud-
dhist or Jain, everyone is
welcome at the dargah, he
said.

Asked about a petition in a
Iocal court elaiming that the
dargah has been built over a
Shiva temple, Rijiju said, "I
have just come to offer
‘chadar’. 1 have not come
here to show or tell anyone,
Lam going with the message
(of PM) for the country that
all the people in our country
should stay well.”

In November, a court in
Ajmer admitted a petition
claiming the dargah wasbuilt
over a Shiva temple and is-
sued notices to the Ajmer
dargah committee, the Min-
istry of Minority Affairs and
the Archaeological Survey of

Hindu Sena president
Vishnu Gupta, who filed the
petition, had called on the
prime ministernot to send a
‘chadar’ this time.

'Urs' is held at the Ajmer
Dargah to commemorate the
death anniversary of Khwa-
ja Moinuddin Chishti.

UP’s tourism and hospitality sector
thrives under CM Yogi's leadership

Lucknow
Under the leadership of
Chief Minister  Yogi
Adityanath, Uttar Pradeshis
witnessing  remarkable
growth in the hna;m
sector, which is thriving
alongside the state’s boom-
ing tourism industry.

With an increasing influx
of tourists, the state has be-
come one of the most sig-
nificantly benefited regions
in India, paving the way for
consistent growth in em-
ployment opportunities
across hospitality and relat-
ed sectors.

According to a report by
Global Hiring Indeed, job
vacandes in the tourkmand
Thospitality sector increased
by 50% in 2023. Experis
predict an additional 24%
growth in the coming years.
This surge is expected to
benefit cities like Ayodhya,
Varanasi, Braj, Jewar, and
their surrounding areas.

Avodhya has emerged as a
‘hotspot for the hospitality in-
dustry, especially since the
construction of the Ram

Temple began. Many
renowned brands are eager
to establish hotels in the
city, with approvals already
granted for over two dozen
projects, including Taj Ho-
tels. Local hotels are also
expanding and upgradmg
their properties to meet ris-
ing demand.

This trend, however, is
not limited to Ayodhya. Oth-
er popular tourist destina-
tions in the state are also wit-
nessing similar growth. Je-
war, home to Asia's largest
international airport, is
quickly becoming a preferred

Sikkim Bailey bridge
collapses with overloaded
truck none injured

through technical means.
A control room estab-
lished in the Relief Com-
missioner’s office direct-
ly communicates the sta-
tus of shelters, heating,
and blanket distribution.
Any shortcomings identi-
fied through feedback are
addressed promptly.The
state government has also
directed the municipal
corporations to inform
the public about the avail-
able night shelters. De-
tailed lists of shelters are
being displayed in each
zone, and information is
also provided on digital
screens at bus stations
and major locations. This
ensures that people can
easily find the nearest
shelter.

In line with the CM’s di-
rectives, adequate budget
allocations have been
made to address winter-
related issues in all dis-
tricts, District Magistrates
and Municipal Commis-
sioners have been in-
structed to regularly in-
spect the night shelters
and heating arrange-
ments.

Gangtok
Azs -old bailey bridge
in Sikkim collapsed when
an overloaded truck was
crossing it on Saturday, of-
ficials said.

The zoo-foot bridge, lo-
cated over Lachung Chu
River, was on the Lachung-
Katao Road. No casualties
were reported in the inci-
dent as the bridge did not
fall into the river and the
driver of the truck was res-
cued safely.

An official in the North
Sikkim district adminis-
tration said vehicles are
being diverted through an
alternative bridge, which
can be used by tourists and
locals till the collapsed
bridge is repaired and re-
stared.

"Officials of the district
administration will visit
Lachung and assess the
damages caused by the col-
lapse and plan repair and
restoration work accord-
ingly. All departments and
agencies concerned, in-
cluding Border Roads Or-
ganisation and Indian
Army, will be consulted be-
fore restoration work on

the bridge begins," he said.

Tourists need not panic
as the alternative route is
functional, popular tourist
destinations in the arca are
open and passes are being
issued by the tourism de-
partment, the official said.

Dorjee Chewang
Lachungpa, the pipon (vil-
lage headman) of Lachung,
said no tourist vehicle was
stranded on either side of
the bridge as they have
been diverted through an
alternative bridge.

He said Katao is prima-
rily anarmy area and does
not fall in the route leading
tothe popular tourist spots
inthe area.

He requested authorities
to start repair work at the
earliest to restore connec-
tivity along the Lachung-
Katao route.

Sonam Norgay Lachung-
pa, president of the Travel
Agents  Association of
Sikldm (TAAS), also issued
a clarification stating that
contrary to certain reports
that Lachung, Yumthang
and Yumisamdong have
been cut off from the rest of
the region due to the bridge
collapse, these areas re-
main accessible.

location for the hospitality

sector. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath envisions inte-
grating tourism with local
communities to transform it
into a people's industry. He
has emphasized leveraging
major events like the Maha
Kumbh in Prayagraj, the
Makar Sankranti celebra-
tions, and the Khichdi Mela
at Gorakhnath Temple to
boost tourism.

‘The government is active-
ly supporting initiatives to
encourage reudrms to tum
these events i

tourists and pil grims.

Toattract investors to the
hospitality and tourism sec-
tor, the Yogi government is
considering offering addi-
tional concessions for hotel
construction in major cities
such as Ayodhya, Lucknow,
and Varanasi.

Some relaxations in land-
use norms have already been
provided, and the govern-
ment is actively encouraging
homestay initiatives to fur-
ther enhanee tourism infra-
structure.

According to Bhavya Mal-
hotra, a former Banquet
Manager at ITC Maurya,
New Delhi, a well-function-
ing hotel ideally requires
three service providers per
room across departments
such as front office, house-
keeping, food and bever-
ages, laundry, finance, HR,
horticulture, and sales.
Smaller properties may op-
erate with fewer staff, but
maintaining at least two em-
ployees per room is crudal fo

deliver [V customer

welcoming experiences ﬁ)r
UP govt launches
initiative to curb
stubble burning

service, he stated.

2,500 water police
personnel deployed to
ensure safety for Kumbh Mela

Mahakumbh Nagar
Ensuring the safety of
crores of de\'D‘L‘ES ex-
pected to participate in
Mahakumbh 2025, the
Yogi government has im-
plemented robust securi-
ty measures along the
Ganga and Yamuna
rivers, with a special focus
on the Sangam area. To
provide maximum pro-
tection, a large contin-
gent of Water Police per-
sonnel has been deployed,
equipped with state-of-
the-art technology to
monitor every inch of the
sacred confluence,

Advanced equipment,
including underwater
drones, and sonar sys-
tems, is being utilized for
round-the-clock surveil-
lance of the Sangam area.
Lifebuoys, FRP speed mo-
tor boats, and other emer-
gency response tools have
also been introduced to
ensure immediate action
in case of emergencies.
The well-trained Water
Police personnel are fully
prepared to handle any
disaster or unforeseen sit-
uations during the event.

Around 2,500 Water
Police personnel have al-
ready been deployed for
shoreline security. To fur-
ther strengthen safety

three dedicated

The Yogi government
has equipped the Water
Police personnel with cut-
ting-edge technology to
secure the Ganga and Ya-
muna riverbanks. Deep-
water barricading has
been implemented along
an 8 km stretch, support-
ed by two floating rescue
stations, where specially
trained personnel are sta-
tioned to respond swiftly
to any incident.

Additionally, 11 FRP
speed motor boats have
been deployed for con-
tinuous patrolling of the
Sangam area. The six-
seater boats ensure con-
stant vigilance and rapid
response to emergencies.
To provide immediate
medical assistance, four
water ambulances
equipped with modern
medical facilities have
also been stationed at
strategic points along the
rivers.

Along with this, 25
rechargeable mobile re-
mote area lighting sys-
tems have been installed.
Furthermore, four Ana-
conda motorboats
equipped with changing
rooms have been de-
ployed.

The Water Police per-
sonnel  have  been

1

Water Police stations
have been established,
functioning 24/7 to mon-
itor the safety of devo-
tees.

A central control room
is monitoring security op-
erations across the Ma-
hakumbh area, supported
by 17 sub-control rooms
spread across the fair-
ground. The manpower
will be further increased,
with an additional, 1300
Water Police personnel
joining the team before
the fair officially begins.
This will bring the total
number of Water Police
personnel to 3,800, en-
suring extensive security
coverage throughout the
event.

quipped with a 2 km
long river line, signifi-
cantly aiding in traffic
control on the Yamuna
River during Mahakumbh
2025. To further strength-
en safety and rescue op-
erations, they have been
provided with 100 diving
kits. 440 lifebuoys, over
3,000 life jackets, 415 res-
cue tubes, 200 throw bags
with ropes, 29 tower light
systems, an underwater
drone, and a sonar sys-
tem. These advanced tools
empower the Water Police
to not only safeguard the
riverbanks but also mon-
itor and ensure security
across all activities taking
place in the water, en-
hancing preparedness for
the grand event.

UP chief secretary invites people of ]-K
to attend Maha Kumbh in Prayagra]

Lucknow Jammu
Uttar Pradesh government Uttar Pradesh Chief Secre-
has launched a unique ini- tary Manoj Kumar Singh
tiative, "Parali Ke Badle Go-  visited Mata Vaishno Devi

vansh Khaad" (cow manure
in exchange for stubble)
aimed at curbing stubble
burning and g S~
tainable farming practices,
officials said on Saturday.

‘The initiative, launched
on October 28, 2024, seeks
to address environmental
pollution caused by stubble
burning while benefiting
farmers through the distri-
bution of cow manure for
organic farming, a state-
ment said.

Under the campaign
2,90,208.16 quintals of
straw weré collected across
the state and 1,55, 280.25
quintals of cow manure
weredistributed to farmers.
The manure is being used to
enhance soil fertility and
encourage sustainable agri-
cultural practices, it said.

Severl districts including
Varanasi, Banda, Budaun,
Jalaun, Bareilly, Amethi,
Siddharthnagar, and
Bahraich performed no-
tably well during the cam-
paign with large-scale cal-
lection of straw and distri-
bution of manure, the state-
ment ad

and Mata Bhadrakali

shrines on Saturday, and

invited the people of Jam-

mu and Kashmir to attend

the Maha Kumbh to held

from January 13 to Febru-
ary 26 in Prayagraj.

Amep.mlﬂi by his wife
and senior IAS officer Rash-
mi Singh and their son, the
chief secretary was feli
tated by the displaced Kash-
miri Pandits at a function
organised at the Bhadrakali
temple in Jammu.

"Maha Kumbh is being
organised in Prayagraj from
January 13 to February 26.
The chief minister (Yogi
Adityanath) has invited peo-
ple from across the country
and the world to take part in
it. On behalf of the Uttar
Pradesh government, we
invite the people of Jammu
and Kashmir to the
Kumbh," Singh told re-
porters.

Emphasising the contri-
butions made by Kashmiri
Pandits, Singh said, "We
want to invite them to the
Kumbh."

Speaking about the
preparations for the mega

event, Singh said, "A
Kumbh city has been set
up on 4,000 heetares of
land. Preparations are un-
derway for the past one-
and-a-half years with Rs
7,000 crore spent on up-
gﬂdmgthemﬁ"nmmm
Prayagraj."

Elaborating the arrange-
ments, Singh said, "We are
ready to welcome 40 crore
people to the Kumbh over
the next 40-45 days. The
Uttar Pradesh government
has made all necessary
arrangements. We invite
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, particularly those
from Kashmir, to visit the
Kumbh."

Talking about tourism in
Uttar Pradesh, the chief see-
retary said 38 crore tourists
isited the state last year.
"Our rough estimates

show that one tourist
spends Rs 4,000 to Rs
4,500. For the Kumbh
Mela, where 40 crore peaple
are expected, we anticipate
Rs 1.5 lakh erore in trade
and business across sectors
like transport, hotels,
rentals, restaurants, food
and lodging,” Singh said.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of tourism, he added,
“Tourism is one of the most
important service sectors
for employment generation.
With a minimum invest-
ment of Rs 10 lakh, onejob
is ereated in the tourism
sector. In comparison, the
manufacturing industry cre-
ates ane job with an invest-
ment of Rs 2-3 crore. The
UP government recognises
this and it is committed to
b(mqlmg pilgrimage
tourism.”
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| was very surprised
when | heard the
term "opting out"
Ponting says of
Rohit"s absence

Decisive Sydney Test heads for exciting
finish after Pant's breathtaking fifty

Sydney

taying true to his aggressive

style of play, generational talent

Rishabh Pant conjured up a

spectacular 33-ball-61 to some-
how keep India afloat even as Australia
remained in driver's seat in the fifth
‘Test, which is poised for an intriguing
finish.

1t was largely due to Pant’s breath-
taking knock that India finished the
second day at 141 for 6 for an overall
lead of 145. Pant entrained the packed
SOG with four monstrous sixes and six
boundaries.

His back-to-back sixes off Mitchell
Stare into the heritage Ladies Members
Stands were for posterity.

Pant's knock prevented Indian sec-
ond innings from falling apart with the
visitors top and lower order strug-
gling to negotiate Aussie attack on a
track that was aided seam and bounce.

This was after unheralded bowling
duo of Prasidh Krishna (3/42) and Ni-
tish Reddy (2/42) complemented Mo-
hammed Siraj (3/51) and Jasprit Bum-
rah (2/33) to shoot Australia out for
181

On a difficult track, Virat Kohli (6)
and his top-order colleagues found
Scott Boland (3/38) too hot to handle.

Kohli lost his wicket on outside the
off stump line for the eighth successive
time in this series.

The match is certain to end on the
third day but if India will be able to de-
fend the total will very much dependon
whether skipper Jasprit Bumrah is fit
to bowl full tilt.

National
Games torch
arrives in

Bageshwar

Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh
Dhami flagged off the
torch rally of the
Games from Haldwani
on December 26, which
will reach Dehradun on
January 25 after visiting
99 places in 13 districts.

Pithoragarh (Uttarakhand)
ational Games' torch
reached Bageshwar on
Saturday with the district sports of-
ficials and sports lovers welcoming
it.

ttarakhand is hosting the event
for the first time later this month.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami flagged off
the torch rally of the Games from
Haldwani on December 26, which
will reach Dehradun on January 25
after visiting 99 places in 13 dis-
tr

he torch reached Haldwani's
Gaulapar Stadium on way to Naini-
tal on December 27.

The National Games will be held
from January 28 to February 14 at
the Rajiv Gandhi International
Stadium in Dehradun, and its mas-
cot, anthem, logo, tagline and jer-
sey were unveiled by the chief min-
is

The purpose of the torch rally is
to connect more people with the
Games, said the state's sports min-
ister Rekha Arya.

"The voyage of Tejaswini, that
began from Dehradun, will culmi-
nate in the state capital after trav-
elling a total ance of 3823 km
across the state,” she said

scans for an unspecified injury after he
left the field in the post-lunch session
in which he bowled just one over.

If even a half-fit Bumrah bowls, it
won't be easy for Australia to chase
even a 175-run target on a track with
able bounce and widening cracks,

Pant Power

Having curbed his natural instinet to
attack during a sedate 40 in the first es-
say after being torn to shreds by the
most important member of the Indian
coaching staff for indiscreet shot se-
lection at the MCG, Pant perhaps
cleared his mind about what he need-
ed to do,

He came in at a time when not just
Boland but even debutant Beau Web-
ster was getting the ball to move a

proverbial mile off the deck.

There was steep bounce available at
the Randwick End (far end) where
Kohli gotout. Boland pitched it on hard
length and got both seam and bounce.
The result was a now familiar dab to-
wards slips as Kohli's future beyond 123
Tests looks doubtful

This was after both KL Rahul and
Yashasvi Jaiswal got a couple of rippers.

However once Pant came out, he was
aman-on-a-mission as the first ball dis-
appeared into the long-on stand. The
fallen pull shot also came out of the clos-
et It was exhilarating stuff.

Pant rode on bounce and hit Webster
over point but the two sixes off Starcdo
take the eake. It was understood that
Pant was mentally not in frame due to
unsolicited sermons from a coaching

staff member, who despite knowing
the dashing southpaw’s game told him
to play otherwise.

At one point, a clueless Pat Camming
was forced to put six fielders near the
boundary ropes. The skipper himself
who saw the back of Pant, inducing edge
from a ball that rose. Indian and Aus-
tralian fans gave a standing ovation to
the diminutive southpaw.

Third pacer steps up

In the post lunch session, Prasidh and
Reddy more than made up for skipper
Bumrah's absence as India took 5
overs to bowl out the hosts.

Steve Smith’s (33) dismissal off
Prasidh just before lanch disturbed
Australia’s rhythm.

Post lunch, Prasidh came from round
the wicket from the Paddington End and
removed Alex Carey (21) with anangled-
in delivery. Carey was looking good
but once Karnataka speedster found his
length, he was literally unplayable

Debuitant Webster (57) justified his se-
lection with a half-century but it was
Reddy, coming for his second spell,
sparked a collapse with wickets of Cum-
mins and Mitchell Stare, both done in
by subtle movement off the surface.
The final blow was dealt by Prasidh.
He used the uneven bounce and cracks
off the surface to get one bounce awk-
wardly at Webster and Jaiswal snaffled
the cateh. Siraj was menacing during his
first spell, grabbing two wickets with
perfectly pitched outswingers before
Prasidh sent back in-form Smith after
he was involved in a nice little 57-1un
stand for the fifth wicket with Webster.

Matsuyama charges into halfway
lead Bhatia Theegala way back

Kapalua (Hawaii)

I star Hideki y
charged intoa one-stroke lead through
36-holes at The Sentry as he kept up his
bold chase to begin his 2025 PGA
TOUR campaign on a winning note.

The 32-year-old had plenty of reasons
tobe happy at the Plantation Course on
Friday as he snared eighth birdies for
a bogey-free second round of 65 and 16-
under total to lead from fellow major
champion, Collin Morikawa (65) in
the season-opening USD 20 million Sig-
nature event.

Four players - Corey Conners (66),
Maverick MeNealy (64), Tom Hoge
(68) and Thomas Detry (65) -~ were tied
third at 14-under.

Matsuyama was however disap-

pointed he didn't go lower as he made
pars on three of the par-5, including a
frustrating three-putt on the 18th hole.

Matsuyama's trusty iron play saw him
convert six birdies from inside of eighth
feet while he drained a 35-footeron the

Pant's subdued first innings
was surprising: McDonald

Sydney

Itwas notatall surprising that Rishabh
Pant bulldozed the Australian attack
with his stroke-play in the second in-
nings but his ultra-defensive approach
on the opening day indeed was, Aus-
tralia head coach Andrew McDonald
said on Saturday.

Pant had laboured to 40 off 98 balls,
taking multiple blows on his body dur-
ing his 149-minute stay an the wicket.
Pant had said that he was not in a frame
of mind to attack.

Pant, though, changed the gears ef-

fortlessly in the second innings, hitting
Mitchell Starce for two massive sixes.
Scott Boland and Beau Webster were
not spared either as they oo were loft-
ed forasix each.
"First of all, it's not surprising, the
v he plays. infact alittle bit
surprised in the first innings, the way
hewentabout hiswork. He's gotan in-
credible ability to put pressure back on
to bowlers.” McDonald said, doffing his
hat to Tndia's biggest match-winner in
Test cricket in recent years.

However, Australia didn't allow Pant
to completely walk away as Pat Cum-
mins dismissed him just when things
looked like getting out of hand.

"We're planning for that though,
we'll plan leading into the summer. We
bounced in and out of a few plans
there and clearly kept taking on the
boundaryriders and was getting away
with it and no, it was an innings that you
would say was right for that time."

Boland has been difficult match-up
for Kohli

Virat Kohli has been out eight times
inhi e innings while fishing at de-
Tiveries on or outside the off-stump and

Australia head coach praised his

bowlers, especially Scott Boland, who
sent back the India stalwart four times
in five Tests.

Does it seem easy to get Kohli out?

" s never easy to get Virat out,”
McDenald, trying to contain his smile
of satisfaction.

“1 give full credit to the bowlers and
the execution of the plan. It'sone thing
to havea plan, but then to be able to ex-
ecute is another thing. It's put him
(Kohli) under immense pressure. And,
look, he's tried some things "

"He's tried walking out of his crease
He's tried different tactics as well. But
clearly that relentless nature of our
bowlers, in particular, Seottie (Boland),
the ‘match-up’ has been incredibly dif-
ficult for him to combat. But he's nev-
er an easy wicket, no.”

This is a pitch for even contests

The traditional SCG wicket is usual-
ly a batting paradise and also helps the
spinners towards the end but the on-
going Test has unfolded on a green top
with variable bounce on offer.

par-3 11th hole with the new putter.

The tenacious Japanese has estab-
lished himself as the most successful
Asian golfer on the PGA TOUR with 10
career titles, which included two victo-
ries last season, and he will be keen to
add to his tally on the famous holiday
isle.

Matsuyama's back-to-back 655 also
saw him equal his second-lowest 36-
hole score on TOUR, and was one shy
ofhis career-best 129 he opened with en
Toute to victory at the 2024 FedEx St.
Jude Championship last August.

After starting his second round with
two bogeys in his first three holes, Ko-
rea’s Sungjae Im fought back with
cight birdies to posta 67 and will enter
the weekend rounds six off the pace.

Enough variable bounce to

keep us in the game: Prasidh

I
[f\\ 4

Sydney

India’s overall lead is not even close to
the 200~run mark but pacer Prasidh
Krishna says the unpredictable nature
of the SCG track will keep them in the
hunt since batting won't be easy for
Australia in the fourth innings be-
cause of the variable bounce.

India ended the second day at 141 for
six for an overall lead of 145. A winin
the Sydney Test will ensure that India
retain the Border Gavaskar Trophy.

"It is getting difficult in some areas.
The ball is keeping low sometimes
but there is enough bounce for us tobe
in the game and look for those edges.
Try and beat them on either side of the
bat," Prasidh said during the media in-
teraction.

He didn't put a number on what
would be a defendable total for the vis-
itors.

"There is no particular number in
mind but then as many runs as we
score would be great. We are ready to
bowl them out for whatever,” the Kar-
nataka speedster, who got the prized
scalp of Steve Smith in the first innings,
said, Prasidh got Smith at the stroke of
lunch but during his spell in the first
session, he was guilty of missing his
length. He either went too full or too
short.

“The difference was when I got back
from lunch, 1 actually looked at where
Twas bowling. 1 sat with the analyst and
we had a better idea of what my refer-
ence point is. When I came in to bowl
next, that really helped.”

Prasidh came to Australia at least
three weeks earlier compared to the
senior team and played in the India A
games. Helooked good at MCG against
Australia A.

"I did geta bit of confidence bowling

in Australia and having plaved some
red ball cricket previously in the Dulip
Trophy I was in good rhythm,

"When 1got the ball in hand, obvi-
ously there was a bit of nerves when I
started off, the first over went well, the
next few didn't go really well. But
then Ihave enough people in the team
who I can actually go to sit down and
discuss what went wrong, what could
have been better.”

Prasidh thanked bowling coach
Morne Morkel for helping him with his
bowling plans.

“Morne and myself, we kind of have
a lot of discussions about what has to
be done and things are going well for
now."

The last Test that he played was in
Cape Town in January 2024 and it has
been a ride fraught with ups and
downs forthe lanky speedster, who had
to undergo & back surgery in New
Zealand.

Asked what changes he has brought
in his bowling, he spoke about the men-
tal shift from opening the bowling
with Red SG Test for Karnataka and
then coming one change for the na-
tional team where he got a semi-old
Kookaburra with suppressed seam.

“That was a really good learning
curve for me because every time [
played for my state I was bowling
with a new ball, coming here having to
bowl one change, T looked at what
everybody in the world does when
they are bowling one change.

"It was about try and give control to
the team, have as much control and be
consistent in the lines and the lengths
that you are bowling. So 1 think that is
the mental shift that I made and obvi-
ously T had to put in some work to try
and get myself to that point."

USA Water Polo is staying with Krikorian
and Udovicic for the 2028 Olympics

Washington
Water Polo is staying with
coaches Adam Krikorian and Dejan
Udovicic through the 2028 Los An-
geles Olympics.

The California-based governing
body announced the contract ex-
tensions for Krikorian and Udovicie
on Friday. It's the first major move
for Jamie Davis since he took over
as CEO of USA Water Polo on Oct.
L

Los Angeles is the epicenter of
American water polo, and the U.S.
teams are expected to contend for
gold on their home turf.

While Udovicie's return seemed
like a formality after he guided the
US. men to bronze at the 2024
Olympics, there was some ques-
tion about Krikorian's situation fol-
lowing a heartbreaking finish for the
women's team in Paris.

“Adam’s accomplishments are
unparalleled, and under Dejan's
leadership in Paris last summer
our men won the program’s first
Olympic medal since 2008," Davis
said in a release. "We have big
goals on the journey to LA28 and
T'm confident that Adam and Dejan
will position us well for victory.”

Since Krikorian, 50, took over in
2009, the U.S. women's team has
won three Olympic gold medals
and six world championships. The
program was considered the sport’s
dominant power before it went 4-3
at the Paris Games and finished
fourth.

The U.S. had been the only team
to medal in each women's water
polo tournament at the Olympies

seemed like a formality
after he guided the U.S.
men to bronze at the
2024 Olympics, there was
some question about
Krikorian's situation fol-
lowing a heartbreaking
finish for the women's
team in Paris.

since it started in 2000. Speaking
right after a last-second loss to the
Netherlands in the bronze-medal
game in August, Krikorian openly
wondered if it might be time for a
coaching change.

In the end, Krikorian and USA
Water Polo decided to give it an-
other go,

“I am thrilled to continue to be a
part of a program that has given so
much to me personally ]
had such an enormous positive in-
fluence on the sport throughout
our country and the world,” Kriko-
rian said in a release.

It has been a steady rise for the
U.8. men since Udovicic, 54, took
over in 2013. Led by Ben Hallock,
one of the best centers in the world,
the Americans are expected to be
one of the top teams going into the
LA Games.

“We have an excellent core group
of athletes that are entering their
prime (and) putting us in a position
to achieve what has been my goal
since the day 1 joined USA Water
Polo: reaching the top of the podi-
um and winning a gold medal,”
Udovicie said. "We know this won't
be easy but [ believe in our team
and our staff and am confident the
best is yet to come.”




WORLD/BUSINESS £

Hundreds of
animals killed
in Dallas
shopping
centre fire
Dallas (US):
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Honduras threatens to expel US
military bases over Trrtation plans

TEGUCIGALPA:

A fire that broke out
at a shopping centre
in Dallas on Friday
morning killed more
than 500 animals,
most of which were
small birds, authori-
ties said.

The 579 animals in
the pet shop at Pla-
za Latina in North-
west Dallas died from
smoke inhalation,
Dallas Fire-Rescue
spokesperson  Jason
Evans said in a state-
ment.

The flames from the
fire never reached the
animals. Chickens,
hamsters, two dogs
and two cats also died,
Evans said.

The two-alarm fire
took about two hours
and as many as 45 fire-
fighters to extinguish
around 11 a.m., Evans
said.,

“While DFR person-
nel did search and
attempt rescue, all
animals in the shop
unfortunately per-
ished due to smoke in-
halation,” Evans said.

No people were in-
Jured in the fire. The
structure of the large,
one-story  shopping
centre was severely
damaged, including a
partially collapsed roof,
Evans said.

The shopping centre
includes multiple small

businesses and was
described on its Face-
book page as "a place

where people can go to
eat, and buy all sorts of
Latin goods and servic-
es.” A post on the page
in Spanish asked for
prayers for the families
who work there.

BUSINESS

onduras  Pres-
ident  Xiomara
Castro 's com-

ments earlier this week
threatening to stop her
country’s  cooperation
with the U.S, military if
President-elect Donald
Trump follows through
on promised mass de-
portations have gen-
erated political heat at
home, even as the U.S.
government has  re-
mained silent.

In a New Year's Day
speech on a national tel-
evision channel, Castro
said that if Trump goes
ahead with massive de-
portations,  Honduras
would reconsider mil-
itary cooperation with
the U.S.

“Faced with a hostile
attitude of mass expul-
sion of our brothers, we
would have to consider
a change of our cooper-
ation policies with the
United States, especially
in the military realm,”
Castro said.

She said the U.S. had
maintained a presence
in Honduran territo-

Myanmar

gkok:
Myanmar's military
government has  re-

leased more than 6,000
prisoners and has re-
duced other inmates'
sentences as part of a
mass amnesty marking
the 77th anniversary
of independence from
Britain on Saturday.
They included ~ just
a small proportion of
hundreds nf olitical de-
tainees j:uleé’ for oppos-
ing army rule since the
military seized power in

ry for decades without
paying a cent and if
Hondurans are expelled
en masse that presence
would cease to have any
reason to exist in [on-
duras. She added that
she hoped the Trump
administration would be
open to dialogue.

It was just the latest
response in the region to
early pronouncements
from Trump.

His threat to impose
tariffs on Mexico if it
didn't do more to stop il-

legal migration and drug
trafficking was met with
a suggestion of retaliato-
ry tariffs from that gov-
ernment. More recently
Trump criticized charg-
es to transit the Panama
Canal and suggested the
U.S. could take it back,
something  Panama’s
president emphatically
rejected.

The main U.S. mili-
tary presence in Hondu-
ras is at Soto Cano Air
Base outside the capital.
While it is a Honduran

releases thousands

February 2021 from the
elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi. That
takeover was met with

massive nonviolent re-
sistance, which has since

ome a widespread
armed struggle.

base, the U.S. has main-
tained a significant pres-
ence there since 1983

d it has become a key
U nching point for
humanitarian and an-
ti-drug missions in Cen-
tral America.
It is home to Joint
Task Force Bravo, which
the U.S. Defense Depart-
ment has described as a
“temporary but indefi-
nite” presence.

The U.S. Defense De-
partment declined to
comment, noting that it

State-run MRTV  tel-
evision reported that
Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing, the head of the
military ~ government,
granted amnesties cov-
ering 5,864 prisoners
from Myanmar, as well
as 180 foreigners who
will be deported. Mass
prisoner releases are
common on holidays
and other significant
occasions in Myanmar.

The terms of release
warn that if the freed
detainees violate the

“pertains to campaign
statements and not pol-
icy.” US. Embassy in
Honduras did not im-
mediately respond to re-
quests for comment.

Castro’s political op-
position, however, has
been quick to denounce
the president's com-
ments.

Jorge Célix, a proba-
ble presidential aspirant
for the Liberal Party in
Honduras' Nov. 30 elec-
tions, said Castro had
put Honduras “in grave
danger” for personal and
ideological reasons.

Olban Valladares, a
political analyst contem-
plating his own run for
office for the Innovation
and Unity Party, panned
Castro’s threat.

“She knows we don’t
have the ability to
threaten the United
States in any way, that
the damages it would
cause ITonduras would
be terrible,” Valladares
said. He said the threat
could make Ionduran
migrants even more of a
target for the Trump ad-
ministration.

law again, they will have
to serve the remainder
of their original sentenc-
es in addition to any new
sentence.

In a separate report, it
said Min Aung Hlaing
had commuted the life
sentences of 144 pris-
oners to 15 years' im-
prisonment. The report
provided no details
about them.

The report also said
that all other prisoners
will have their sentenc-
es reduced by one sixth,

Senior official of Pakistan's
Kurram district injured in firing

Peshawar:
The Deputy Commission-
erof northwest Pakistan's
restive Kurram  district
was injured when assail-
ants fired on his convoy
on Saturday, days after
a peace agreement was
reached between two war-
ring parties in the sectari-
an-violence-hit district.
Acecording to sources,
the incident took place
in the Kojalai Baba vil-
lage near Bagan, when
residents opened fire on
military vehicles, injuring
Deputy ~ Commissioner
(DC) Kurram Javedullah
Mehsud and three se-
curity personnel. Me-
hsud was in the area to
review arrangements
for an aid convoy to take
food items to the district
after the main Pesha-
war-Sadda-Thall-Para-
inar road's opening af-
ter 85 days of closure.
Sources said that the
firing took place during
negotiations  between
government officials and
the protestors who had
blocked the main road.
Mehsud was shot thrice
and was rushed to a hos-
pital in the Lower Alizai
tehsil for treatment.
Three protestors were
also  injured, official
sourees said.

except those conviet-
ed under the Explosive
Substances Act, the Un-
lawful Associations Act,
the Arms Act and the
Counterterrorism  Law,
all laws which are often
used against opponents
of military rule.

Maj. Gen. Zaw Min
Tun, the spokesperson
for the military govern-
ment, said in an audio
note to journalists that
those being released in-
cluded about 600 pris-
oners who were pros-

“We suspect that local
spoilers are involved in
the attack,” said a military
official.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government  spokesper-
son Barrister Muham-
mad Ali Saif said that the
situation in Kurram is

“under control”

He said all travel and
security-related arrange-
ments were in place for
the protection of the con-

voy.

“The DC is undergoing
surgery but his condition
is out of danger,” said
Barrister Saif, who was
present at the scene along
with the Kohat Commis-
sioner and Deputy In-
spector General of Police
(DIG).

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi and provincial
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur  condemned
the attack.

Gandapur condemned
the firing and sought a
report on the incident
from senior officials. He
wished those injured in
tlle firing a speedy recov-
ery

Sunh an incident after
the Kurram peace agree-
ment is highly regrettable
and condemnable,” said
Gandapur.

of prisoners to mark Independence Day

ecuted under Section
505(A) of Myanmar's
penal code, which makes
it a crime to spread com-
ments that create public
unrest or fear or spread
false news.

He said Khet Aung, a
former chief minister
of the southern Kachin
state, was among those
freed. Khet Aung was
arrested soon after the
army takeover and was
sentenced in April 2022
to 12 years in prison on
corruption charges.

Agri Minister Reviews
Schemes Ahead of Budget

New Delhi:
Agriculture minis-
ter  Shivaraj Singh
Chouhan on  Satur-

day reviewed various
schemes with state ag-
riculture ministers and
sought their sugges-
tions on ongoing pro-
grammes and budget
allocation ahead of the
Union Budget.

During a  virtual
meeting, Chouhan ex-
pressed  satisfaction
over the agriculture
and allied sector's like-
ly higher growth rate
of 3.5-4 per cent in the
2024-25 fiscal year,
and urged state gov-
ernments to work at a
"faster pace", accord-
ing to an official state-
ment.

He welcomed the
State Bank of India's
report showing that
the rural poverty rate
declined to below 5 per
cent for the first time
in FY24 from 7.2 per
cent in FY23,

The minister said the
Centre is implement-
ing a six-point strategy
to boost the farm sec-
tor, including increas-
ing production per hee-

Plywood MDF Industry Embraces Quality Control

New Delhi:

After initial resistance,
the plywood and MDF
board industry  has
agreed to implement
the mandatory quality
control norms as they
have recognised the
long-term  benefits of
adhering to high-quality
standards, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal has said.

He said India is intro-
ducing modern stand-
ards that are often har-
monised with prevailing
standards in other parts
of the world, particularly
the developed countries.

India’s continuous
focus on quality is now

tare through research
by ICAR and release of
new seed varieties.

The government is
also focusing on redue-
ing production costs,
promoting micro ir-
rigation, farm mech-
anisation, technology
adoption, and new ag-
ricultural methods.

Chouhan  highlight-

ed progress in key
schemes, ineluding
PM-KISAN, Pradhan

Mantri Fasal Bima Yo-
jana, DAP fertiliser
subsidy, Kisan Cred-
it Card, and Pradhan
Mantri Annadata Aay
ﬁanrakshan Abhiyan
(PMA/

"'['here is continuous
progress in the agricul-
ture sector and we are
all constantly making
efforts for it... 1 have
full faith that we will
share suggestions to-
gether regarding the
budget, improvement
in schemes and move
forward together in
that direction," he said.

Agriculture Secretary
Devesh Chaturvedi and
other senior ministry
officials attended the
meeting.

recoginsed and apprecl»
ated within the country
and internationally as
well, the minister said.
The Department for
Promotion of Indus-
try and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) had introduced
quality control orders

Data Protection Rules Balance

Regulation & Innovation: Vaishnaw

New Delhi:

he draft protection
rules released by
the government

create a balance between
regulation and innova-
tion while completely
protecting citizen rights,
Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Satur-
day.

The government is-
sued draft rules for the
Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act
on Friday for public con-
sultation till  February

18.

"Rules have to be
within four walls of the
Act. It is within the am-
bit of the Act passed by
Parliament. These rules
have been framed to en-
sure a balance between
regulation and innova-
tion while completely
sa.tegu.‘ndmg the rights
of citizens,” Vaishnaw
told PTT in an interview.

The minister said ear-
lier there was only one
template available to the
world -- the European
data protection rule with

(QCO) for plywood,
MDF boards, and oth-
er wooden products to
boost domestic manu-
facturing and eut im-
ports of sub-standard
goods.

Due to the opposition
of the domestic industry,

a high level of regula-
tion, However, Indian
rules have attempted to
balance the regulation
with innovation to safe-
guard the boom in the
innovation  ecosystem
developing among start-
ups in the country.

He said extensive con-
sultations have been
held with the industry
and systems such as
complaint registration,

the implementation of
the QCO was extended.
These mandatory norms
will be for domestic and
foreign players.
"Initially a lot of re-
sistance was there from
the industry. We held
several meetings with
them and now finally
the industry themselves
realised the merit in fo-
cusing on high quality
standards  particularly
when they are making
‘rhm quality,” Goyal told

He said 10-12 days
ago, the entire indus-
try representing all the
manufacturing  across
the country met and

their handling and dis-
tribution,  interaction
with digital platforms,
have been put in place.
The minister said the
final rules will be placed
before Parliament in the
monsoon session for ap-
E]'U\'al and all entities
andling data digitally
will get two years to ca
ibrate their systems as
per the law.
"All the entities cov-

réquested that QCO
should be put on these
products.

"T think that is the
message that is gradu-
ally percolating down in
more and more sectors
that this (QCO) will help

India's manufacturing
sector to grow,” Goyal
said.

The government has
been working in mission
mode to develop a ro-
bust quality ecosystem
in India, the hallmark
being the emphasis on
superior and safety com-
pliant products to take
the economy to higher
echelons of growth and
development.

i

ered under the Act will
have to review existing
consent within two years
after the rules are in
place," Vaishnaw said.

He said the rules will
be improvised based on
the experience of the
new data regime.
far as possible,

minimum _prescription
has been kept in the
rules to ensure simple
implementation of the

As part of this endeav-
our, these orders are be-
ing rapidly introduced
by the Department for
Promotion of Tndus-
try and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) for critical prod-
ucts impacting consum-
er safety like electrical
accessories, laboratory
glassware, hinges, cop-
per products and door

fittings.
These QCOs have the
right ingredients for

strengthening the quali-
ty standards of 'Made in
India’ products, without
compromising on the

g,e of goods being
made available to the In-
dian consumer.

The government is-
sued draft rules for
Person-
al Data Protection
(DPDP) Act on Friday
for public consultation
till February 18.

Act. The rules have care-
fully addressed the large
harm that the digital
world poses to the pri-
vacy of people, especial-

ly children," Vaishnaw
said.

The DPDP draft rules
specify that a parent's
verifiable consent will
have to be obtained by
social media or online
platforms before chil-
dren can ereate any ac-
count.

Further, parents’
identity and age will
also have to be validat-
ed and verified through
voluntarily  provided
identity proof "issued
by an entity entrusted
by law or the govern-
ment”, as per the draft
rules.

Norms

This focused approach
for restricting the cir-
culation of sub-stand-
ard products shall be a
crucial driver for estab-
lishing India as a man-
ufacturing powerhouse
synonymous with best-
in-class quality prod-
uets.

To enforce strong
quality standards for
enhaneing  consumer
product safety, there is
a strong policy focus on
implementation of these
orders which is in line
with the provisions of
the Technical Barriers to
Trade (TBT) Agreement
of the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO).

Govt permits
export of 2
lakh tonne
wheat to
Nepal

New Delhi:
The government has
permitted exports
of two lakh tonne of
wheat to Nepal, ae-
cording to a notifica-
tion issued on Satur-
day.

The export is permit-
ted through National
Cooperative  Exports
Limited (NCEL), the
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT)
said in the notifica-
tion.

NCEL is a company
set up with cooper-
ative societies as its

promoters.

Though export of
wheat is banned te
maintain domes-

tic supply, outbound
shipments are allowed
on the basis of permis-
sion granted by the
government to certain
countries to meet their
food security needs and
on request.

In a separate notifica-
tion, DGFT said inputs
imported for synthetic
knitted fabrics by ad-

vance authorisation
holders, EOUs (export
oriented units) and

SEZs (special economic
zones) shall be exempt-
ed from MIP (minimum
import condition).
There is a USD 3.5
per kg MIP on synthetic
knitted fabrics, to dis-
courage inbound ship-
ments of cheap fabrics,
"Import of synthet-
ic  knitted fabr
is restricted. Howev-
er, import is free if
CIF (cost, insurance,
freight) value is USD
3.5 and above per kilo-
gram. Further, inputs
imported by advance
authorisation holders,
EOUs and SEZs shall
be exempted from MIP
condition,” it said




Payal Kapadia’'s 'All We
Imagine As Light' secures

New Delhi

spots in BAFTA 2025 longlists

in the longlist

ayal Kapadia's "All
We Imagine As
Light" continues its
remarkable run on
the international awards ¢ir-
cuit, securing spots on the
BAFTA  Film  Awards
longlists in three categories,
including Best Director.

The British Academy on
Friday evening shared the
results of the first round of
voting across 25 categories
for its upcoming awards
gala.

Kapadia's Malayalam-
Hindi movie, which scripted
history by becoming the first
Indian movie to win the
Grand Prix award at the
Cannes in May, has made it
to three longlists of 10
movies each — Best Film
Not in English Language,
Best Director and Best Orig-
inal Screenplay.

Besides "All We Imagine
As Light", Sandhya Suri's
“"Santosh” and Karan Kand-
hari's "Sister Midnight" are

for Outstanding Debut by a
British Writer, Director or
Producer.

Indian-origin British actor
Dev Patel has also found a
mention in the longlist for
his directorial debut "Mon-
key Man", Patel is nominat-
ed in the Leading Actor
longlist.

According to BAFTA, the
films mentioned in the
longlists will advance to the
nominating stage of voting,
which started on Friday and
will conclude on January
10, The three nods for Ka-
padia's movie comes weeks
after it picked up two nom-
inations at the 82nd Golden
Globe Awards. The Malay-
alam-Hindi film, which
marks Kapadia's feature di-
rectorial debut, is nominat-
ed for Best Motion Picture
Non-English Languageand
the Best Direction - Motion
Picture at the awards gala,
which will be held on Janu-
ary 6.
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~—"~ Kijara Advani

has been advised
to take Rest

Mumbai

da T clar-

ollywood actress

Kiara Advani has

been recommend-

ed to take a break
due to an intense work
schedule, her representa-
tive said on Saturday, re-
futing reports that she has
been hospitalized. The re-
ports of her hospitalization
emerged after Advani
missed the trailer launch
event of her upcoming film
“Game Changer” on Satur-

It's a blessing to work with

ified that Kiara has not been
admitted to a hospital and
has been advised to rest be-
cause of her continuous

non-stop work. Kiara was

tyaprem Ki Katha”
alongside Kartik Aaryan.
Game Changer, a political
action thriller directed by 8
Shankar, will mark her re-
union with Telugu star Ram
Charan after their previous
collaboration in the 2019

film “Vinaya Vidheya
Rama”. The film, also fea-
turing S J Suryah, Anjali, Ja-
yaram, Sunil, Naveen Chan-
dra, and Samuthirakani, is
scheduled for theatrical re-
lease on January 10, Kiara is
shooting for War 2 along
with Hrithik Roshan and
NTR. Sheis also the leading
lady in Yash's Toxie which is
in shooting mode. She has
5-6 new Hindi films that
are in various stages of pre-
production.

director Shankar on

'‘Game Change: Ram Charan

Mumbai___
outh star Ram C
ran on Saturday said
it was an "enrich-
ing" experience to
collaborate with acclaimed

filmmaker S Shankar for his
upcoming film "Game
Changer".

The politi

marks Shan]

Telugu cinema after directing
several commercially-suc-

At the promotional press
meet of "Game Changer",
Charan recalled meeting the
director at an event for
Shankar's 2012 film “Nan-
ban", which was a remake of
"3 Tdiots”.

'The actor said he wanted to
ask the filmmaker to make a
film either with him or his fa-
ther, superstar Chiranjeevi,
but couldn’t muster the
courage to convey it to him.

"I was sitting next to
Shankar sir and I was think-
ing, ‘How do I tell him to

make a Telugu film with me
or my dad or my conternpo-
rary heroes’. But Ididn't had
the guts to tell him," Charan
said.

The actor said during the
making of 8§ Rajamouli's
"RRR", producer Dil Raju
approached him tobe part of
a film, which will be helmed
by Shankar.

"Tdon’t know howmy dad
will feel, but I feel blessed that
1 got to work with him. He
should've done it with dad.
But I'm very fortunate. ['sa
blessing towork for fiveyears
with Rajamouli Garu and
then Shankar Garu, it is so
enriching as an actor, there’s
so much to learn,” Charan
added.

Charan said Rajamouli and
Shankar are both "task mas-
ters" and push theiractors to
give theirbest.

"They expect a lot from
every person working on the
film. It's very rare to work
with such talent and they
keep pushing you. There was-

n'ta day when you could re-

lax. Even if you've a single

shot, there’s work," the actor
said.

Theteam of "Game Chang-
er' has been busy promoting
the film in India and the US.

Speaking about the pre-
release event of the movie in
Dallas, Charan said they
are "overwhelmed" by
the love and support of
people for the movie.

"Global platform
isimportant espe-
cially for an Indi-
an film. W
anoverwhelm-

ing response
in Dallas, T
hadnt ex-
pected it.
"Ttshows
global au-
diences

David Fincher gives ‘Seven’
a final 4K UHD glow up for
its 30th anniversary

Los Angel
or David Fincher,
seeing “Seven” in
4K was an experi-
ence hecan only de-

seribe as harrowing. That or
a high school reunion.

“There are definitely mo-
ments that you go, ‘What
was I thinking?’ Or 'Why did
I let this person have that
hairdo?” Fincher said ina re-
cent interview with The As-
sociated Press.

He's OK with the film be-
ing a product of its time in
most respects. But some
things just could not stand in
high-definition resolution.

“It was a little decrepit, to
be honest,” said Fincher. “We
needed to resuscitate it. There
are things you ean see in 4K
HDR that you cannot seeon
a film print.”

Ever the perfectionist, he
and a team got to work on a
new restoration of the film for
its 3oth anniversary re-re-
lease. This weekend the re-
stored "Seven” will play on
IMAX screens for the first
time in the US and Canada,
and on Jan. 7, the 4K UHD
home video version will be

available as well.
The dark crime thriller
written by Andrew Kevin

v
Walker and starring Brad
Pitt and Morgan Freeman as
a pair of detectives looking for

a serial killer mewhit
of acareer-revi Finch-
er, whose directorial debut
“Alien 3" had not gone well.

“Seven” was not a sure
thing: It was made for only
USD 34 million (and only
got that when Fincher man-
aged to persuade studio execs
to give up USD 3 million
more). But it went on toearn
more than USD 327 million,

not accounting for inflation,
and continues to influence
the genre.

Fincherhas over the years
overseen several restorations
of the film (including one for
laser dise) but decided this
needed to be the last. It’s
why he insisted on an 8K
sean that they could derive
the 4K from.

Hewanted to ensure that it
wouldn't have to be repeated
when screens get more ad-

vanced.

HBO cancels 'The Franchise'
after one season

merican network

HBO has pulled

the plug on its lat-

st comedy series
"The Franchise" after just
one series.

Starring British-Indian ac-
tor Himesh Patel in the lead,
the showwas a satirical take
on Hollywood studios' ob-
session with superhero
meoviemaking.

Produced by filmmaker
Sam Mendes and Armando
Tannueci of "Veep" fame, the
show had premiered on HBO
in October 2024.

“We're so grateful to have
had the opportunity to work
with the tremendously tal-
ented team behind “The Fra

n-

there. I's not just for
mie or Shankar s
love a good film. I'm
blessed to have that
kind of response.”

e

—

chise,’ especially Sam
Mendes, Jon Brown, Ar-
mando Tannuce, and this hi-
larious ensemble of actors,”
an HBO spokesperson said in
asatement to entertainment
news outlet The Hollywood

Reporter.
“While wewon't be moving
forward with an-

¥

[

D_hanashree Verma,
Yuzvendra Chahal unfollow
each other on Instagram

Mumbai
ctress-choreogra-
pher Dhanashree
Verma and Indian
cricketer Yuzven-
dra Chahal have unfollowed
each other on Instagram
amid divorce rumours. Cha-
hal has also deleted all of his
photos with Dhanashree
from his Instagram account.,
While neither Dhanashree
nor Yuzvendra have made
any announcement about
their separation, ramours of
anongoing rift between them
have been cireulating on so-
cial media since 2023 when

Dhanashree removed the sur-
name Chahal from her In-
stagram account.

The couple got engaged in

August 2020 and tied the
knot on December 12 that
very year. Dhanashree had
even posted her wedding
photos alongside the cap-
tion, “We started at ‘Once
upon atime' and found ‘Our
happily ever after’, coz fi-
nally, #DhanaSaidYuz for in-
finity & beyond.”

While the home front
might be far from ideal, the
couple seem to be thriving ca-
reerwise. Dhanashree re-
d in the Pun-
jabi song Jutti Kasuri, sung by
Gippy Grewal and Rashmeet
Kaur. Dhanashree also
shared BTS pictures from
the sets of herupcoming un-
titled film in November last

year.

other season, welook forward
to collaborating with all of
them in the future,” the
spokesperson added. Creat-
ed and showrun by John
Brown, the eight-episode
comedyfollowed a crew of an
unloved franchise movie
fighting for their place in a
savage and unruly cinematic

Like to shine
light on
contemporary
history
Vikramaditya
Motwane

Mumbai
ilmmaker Vikra-
maditya Motwane
s he adopted a
n the wall" ap-
proach to show the world
that exist within the walls of
“Tihar jail in his upcoming se-
ries, “Black Warrant™.

The showis a dramatized
adaptation of the book
“Black Warrant: Confessions
Of A Tihar Jailer” by Sunil
Gupta, a former superinten-
dent of Tihar, and journalist
Sunetra Choudhury.

“Itold my crew constant-
ly that, ‘you are a fly on the
,or you are peeping into
somehody’s room and feel
like you are taking vicarious
pleasure out of what is hap-
pening on screen. That's
been the operative mantra
throughout,” Motwane said
in an interview.

Based on true events, the
prison drama series revolves
around Gupta, who with his
two trusted fellow jailers
(played by Paramvir Singh
Cheema and Anurag
‘Thakur), confront Tihar's
notorious inmates and the
deep-rooted politics in the
1980s.

The series will debut on
Netflix on January 10.

Motwane, also behind
popular OTT series "Sacred
Games" on Netflixand "Ju-
bilee" on Prime Video, said
he thrives on challenges.

“I'ma student and lover of
contemporary history and 1
like to shinea light on it in an
interesting, entertaining and
engaging way. That's my ap-
proach to everything, T love
filmmaking and I'm up for a
challenge every time to try
something (new),” said Mot-

wa

a

wane.
In order to show an au-
thentic world of the prison,
the filmmaker visited Tihar
jail, and talked to Gupta
getinsights into the da
day operations, including
mundane details like how
inmates pay for water or
how gangs inside prison.






