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15 in New Orleans attack was
inspired by Islamic State
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Cummins says no let up in
intensity as Australia
eye win in Sydney Test
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Rohit Sharma opts to ‘rest’ for Sydney
Test, Bumrah to lead India in BGT finale

B Melbourne may turn out to be the india captain’s last Test as Shubman Gill all set to return
to the playing 11; KL Rahul likely to open the innings with Yashasvi Jaiswal

Sydney
attered hy extra
bounce and seam
movement along

with scathing criticism
of his leadership, India
skipper Rohit Sharma's
career as a Test crick-
eter seems headed for a
dispiriting climax amid
swirling speculation that
he is set to be dropped
from the fifth and final
Test against Australia
starting here on Friday.

Rohit, just like Mel-
bourne, was last among
recognised batters to en-
Ler the nets bul this was
after head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir refused
to confirm whether the
out-of-form skipper will
be at the toss on Friday
morning.

"We will take a call
on the playing XTI after
looking at the pitch,"
Gambhir gave a cryptic
reply to a straight query
on whether Rohit will
play.

If it happens, Rohit
will become the first
Indian captain to be
dropped on account of
poor form and he would
have none to blame ex-
cept for the abysmal re-
turn of 31 runs from five
innings.

Pace spearhead Jas-
prit Bumrah, who has

been the team's top
performer with an as-
tonishing 30 wickels in
four outings at a sub-20
average, will take over
the leadership role in
that scenario. It was un-
der Bumrah's captaincy
that India won its only
Test on the tour so far
-- the lung-opener in
Perth.

Where would that
leave Rohit?
Mahendra Singh

Dhoni and Anil Kum-
ble walked into Test
retirements mid-series
as their bodies could no

longer take the rigours
of the longest format.

However, in Rohit's
case, he will be dropped
on the basis of form af-
ter Gambhir made it
clear that performance
is the only thing that
would keep a player
in the dressing room
helmed by him.

If he doesn't come
out for toss on Friday,
it would be safe to con-
clude that Rohit, the
Test batter, played his
last knock al the MCG
earlier this week where
he looked completely
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SC bristles over 'scurrilous’
charge against judges

New Delhi

he Supreme Court

on Thursday took

exception to the
“seurrilous and unfound-
ed allegations” made in
a plea against the con-
ferment of senior desig-
nations to lawyers.

“How many judges can
you name whose off-
springs have been desig-
nated as senior counsel?”
a hench of Justices B R
Gavai and K V Viswana-
than asked advocate
Mathews J Nedumpara,
who appeared for the
petitioners.

Referring to the aver-
ments in the plea, the
bench observed it had
insinuations against the
Jjudges.

“We find that various

scurrilous,  unfounded
allegations have been
ainst the insti-
L said.

Free and Fair Journal-
ism Will Continue to be
Tmportant in 2025

You are erucial in en-
suring that independent
journalism thrives. Sup-
port us in delivering un-

HIGHLIGHT

®m The bench said it
would have proceed-
ed with the matter,
but Nedumpara want-
ed to reflect on the
plea’s averments and
consult with other pe-
titioners on the future
course of action,

biased, in-depth stories
thal matter.

The bench referred to
the averments made in
the plea which read, “It
is difficult, if not im-
ible, to find a judge
g or relired, of the
high courl or Supreme
Court, who has his
CONTD ON PAGE-2
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out of place on a good
track.

While Gambhir didn't
spell out the playing
eleven, there were
enough indications that
India might bring back
Shubman Gill at num-
ber three.

"Indian cricket's tran-
sition is in safe hands
as long as there are hon-
est people in the dress-
ing room. Only criteria
to be in that dressing
room is performance,”
Gambhir said at the pre-
match press conference.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

Bangladeshi
court

rejects Hindu
monk’s bail
petition

Dhaka

A court in the southeast-
ern port city of Chatto-
gram on Thursday de-
nied bail to Hindu monk
and former ISKCON
leader Chinmoy Krishna
Das in a sedition case.

A group of 11 lawyers
stood for him with a
bail petition during the
hearing for which Das
appeared virtually.

“The hearing contin-
ued for some 30 min-
utes when (Metropol-
itan Sessions) Judge
Mohammad Saiful
Islam heard both the
prosecution and the de-
fence lawyers and then
rejected his (Das') bail
petition,” a court offi-
cial

s, formerly with
International So-
for Krishna Con-
sciousness  (ISKCON)
and now a spokesperson
for the Bangladesh Sam-
milita Sanatani Jagran

Jote organisation, was
arrested at the Hazrat
Shahjalal  Internation-
al Airport in Dhaka on
November 25. He was
brought to Chattogram
where the court sent him
to jail rejecting his bail
petition the next day.
Agency
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Indian enters Pak
to marry FB friend,
lands in jail

) g  man
crossed over il
egally into Paki-

stan to meet a Facebook
friend he wanted to mar-
ry, but instead found
himself behind bars.
And the woman told the
lacal police she does not
want to tie the knot.

Badal Babu from the
Aligarh district of Uttar
Pradesh was arrested
on December 28 in the
Mandi Bahauddin dis-
trict of Pakistan's Pun-
jab province (some 240
kms from Lahore).

Babu, who is in his
20s, crossed the border
to meet the Facebook
friend with whom he
wanted to marry.

Pakistan Police have
recorded the statement
of Babu's Facebook
friend Sana Rani, 21,
who said she wasn't in-
terested in  marrying

Doors open for you, says
Lalu: Nitish smiles at offer

__ Patna

har Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on
Thursday came up

with a cryptic response

to RJD president Lalu

Prasad's offer to return

to the INDIA bloe.

"Kya bol rahe hain
(What are you saying)"
was all the JD(U) boss
said in reply to queries
from journalists about
Prasad's fresh offer.

Kumar had aligned
twice with the RJD, a
constituent of the INDIA
bloe, in the last one dec-
ade.

Prasad's son and heir
apparent Tejashwi Ya-
dav, however, sought to
downplay the remarks
made by his father, in an
interview Lo a local news
channel, claiming (hat
the RID supremo had
merely tried to satisfy
the curiosity of the pry-
ing media

Prasad had said, "Our
doors are open (for Ni-
tish). He should also

unbolt his gates. This
would facilitate  move-
ment of people [rom
both sides".

The remark, com-
ing in the backdrop of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah's stance on
projecting the JD(U) su-
premo as NDA's face in
the assembly polls due
in less than a year, trig-
gered intense specula-
Lions in a section of the
media here.

Kumar was ap-
proached with queries

HIGHLIGHT

® Prasad's son and heir
apparent Tejashwi Ya-
dav, however, soughtto
downplay the remarks
made by his father, in
an interview to a local
news channel, claiming
that the RID supremo
had merely tried to sat-
isfy the curiosity of the
prying media.

by journalists at Raj
Bhavan, where he at-
tended the swearing-in
ceremony of Arif Mo-
hammad Khan as the
new governor.

Flanked by Khan and
Deputy CM  Samrat
Choudhary (BJP on ei-
ther side, Kumar folded
his hands and smiled
when his comments
were sought on the offer
from Prasad. Pressed
further, he asked, "What
are you saying'.

Agency

Manu Bhaker, Gukesh among

he quartet of
shooter Manu
Bhaker, chess

world  champion D
Gukesh, men’s hockey
captain  Harmanpreet
Singh and para-athlete
Praveen Kumar were on
Thursday named recipi-
ents of this year's Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Rat-
na Award — Lhe coun-
try's highest sporting
honour,

The 22-year-old Bhak-
er became independ-
ent India's first athlete
to win two medals in
a single edition of the
Olympics  with  her
bronze-winning show in
the 10m air pistol indi-

vidual and 10m air pistol
mixed team evenis in
August,

In the same Games,
Hamranpreel led the
Indian hockey team to
its second consecutive
bronze medal.

The 18-year-old
Gukesh, on the oth-
er hand, became the
youngest ever World
champion while also
helping the Indian team
win a historic gold in
the Chess Olympiad last

year.

The fourth recipient
will be para high-jump-
er Praveen, who was
crowned the T64
champion in the Paris
Paralympics.

The T64 classification
is for athletes who have
one or both legs missing
below the knee and rely
on a prosthetic leg for
running.

"The awardees will re-
ceive their awards from
the President of India
at a specially organised
function at Rashtrapa-
ti Bhavan on 17th Jan-
uary, 2025 (Friday) at
1100 hours,” the sports
ministry said in a press
release. Agency

him.

"In her statement to
police, Sana Rani says
that Babu and she have
been friends on IFace-
book for the last two-
and-a-hall years. Bul
she is not interested in
marrying him," a Pun-
jab police officer, Nasir
Shah, told PTI on Thurs-
day.

He said Babu illegally
crossed the border and
reached Sana  Rani's
Maung village in Man-
di Bahauddin, where he
was arrested by law en-
forcers.

When asked wheth-
er Babu met Rani, the
police officer said he
couldn't confirm this.

It is also not inde-
pendently  confirmed
whether Rani gave a
statement to the police
refusing to marry Babu
under pressure.

Agency

Govt sets
up working
group to
revise WPI
base year

%“

New Delhi
government
Thursday said it has
constituted an 18-mem-
ber working group, un-

The on

der the chairmanship
of NITI Aayog Member
Ramesh Chand, Lo revise
the Wholesale Price In-
dex (WPI) base year from
2011-12 L0 2022-23.

The revision of the
base year helps in pre-
senling a more realistic
picture of the price situ-
ation in the country.

As per the Terms of
Reference (ToR) of the
group, it will suggest
the commodity basket
of WPI and Producer
Price Index (PPI) with
the base year 2022-23
in the light of structural
changes in the econo-
my; review the existing
system of price collection
and suggest changes for
improvement; and decide
on the computational
methodology to be adopt-
ed for WP1/ PPL

The group will also
examine the methodol-
ogy for the compilation
ol PPI, suggest further
improvement in com-
pilation and presenta-
tion and recommend a
roadmap for switch over

from WPI to PPL
The members of the
group include repre-

senlalives from the RBI,
Department of Econom-
ic Affairs, Ministry of
Statisti Department
of Agriculture, Depart-
ment of Consumer Af-
fairs, Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas;
Soumya Kanli Ghosh,
Chief Economist, SBI
Group. Agency




Rohit Sharma
opts to ‘rest’
for Sydney
Test, Bumrah
to lead India in
BGT finale

CONTFROM PAGE-1

Trailing 1-2, a win for
Australia will seal their
place in the final at the
Lord’s against South Af-

rica.

India, on other hand,
not only require a win
but also need Sri Lan-
ka to not lose any of
their two Tests at home
against Pat Cummins’
men.

The visitors aren't
looking like a team at
ease right now especially
Rohit, who is caught be-
tween a rock and a hard
place both as skipper
and batter.

He may or may not an-
nounce retirement but
playing the tradition-
al format after Sydney
looks a long shot.

Add to this, the mur-
murs of dissension in
the team that could have
a bearing on how the
players perform.

The implosion start-
ed with Ravichandran
Ashwin retiring and go-
ing back home midway
through the series and
Rohit’s poor form has
certainly made him lose
a bit of command.

Rishabh Pant in line
of fire

‘There are reports that
Rishabh Pant’s shot se-
lection has invited the
wrath of Gambhir, who
is now planning a rap
on the knuckles by drop-
ping him in favour of
Dhruv Jurel.

H Pant is indeed
axed from the game, it
would be a redux of the
time when legendary
all-rounder Kapil Dev
was taught a lesson for
his poor shot selection
during a 1984 tour of
England with a similar
omission.

During practice on
Thursday, Jurel got the
same net time as his
senior.

When an Australian
reporter asked if had
some stern words for
the boys post the 184-
run drubbing in Mel-
bourne, Gambhir didn’t
deny having an “honest
conversation” and also
stressed on the need to
play for the team’s cause.

Pant was R]SO seen en-
gaged in a long conver-
sation with vice captain
Jasprit Bumrah.

India will also have to
make one change owing
to Akash Deep’s stiff
back that has forced him
out.

The coach’s favourite
Harshit Rana could be in
but with his questiona-
ble consistency and drop
in speed in the second
and third spells, Prasidh
Krishna can't be ruled
out either.

In this backdrop, fae-
ing an Australian team
with Steve Smith and
Marnus  Labuschagne
back in form isn't an
easy proposition.

“T haven't actually no-
ticed as I am in my own
bubble,” Pat Cummins
said when asked about
whether he noticed that
in the rival camp, anoth-
er out-of-form batter Vi-
rat Kohli has been look-
ing more proactive in
the leadership role than
the regular skipper.

The Australian team
will be handing a de-
but to all-rounder Beau
Webster, who would
replace an  off-colour
Mitchell Marsh  who
hasn’t scored much runs
throughout the series.

Advt Contact:
9816-199941
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BSF allowing infiltrators to enter India
idea is to destabilise Bengal, alleges Mamata

__ Kolkata:
t Bengal
Chief Minister
Mamata Baner-
jee on Thursday accused
the Border Security
Force of letting infiltra-
tors from Bangladesh
enter India and charged
the BSF with trying to
destabilise the state.
Stating that she could
sense a “blueprint of
the central government
behind this attitude of
the BSF”, Banerjee also
accused a section of dis-
trict magistrates and SPs
of helping the border
guards in their illegal

act,

“We have got infor-
mation that the BSF is
letting infiltrators enter
India through Islampur,
Sitai, Chopra and sever-
al other bordering areas.
The BSF is also tortur-
ing women and trying
to destabilise the state,”
she said at an adminis-
trative review meeting at
the state secretariat ‘Na-
banna’,

“Border security is not
our responsibility and
BSF looks after this. Visa
is not our matter but that
of the central govern-
ment. We used to get the
list of who were taking

flights to eome here, but
now it has been stopped.
So, we do not know who
all are coming,” she said.
The Trinamool Con-
gress supremo claimed
that it was a conspiracy
to blame the TMC for the
infiltration issue.
“If someone thinks of
destabilising the state

Kashmir issue has not
been resolved we want

it resolved:

agar:
Countering the BJP’s
narrative that the “Kash-
mir issue” had been re-
solved with the abroga-
tion of Article 370 five
years ago, Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on
Thursday pointed out
that a part of erstwhile
state continues to be oe-
cupied by Pakistan.

“Let us assume for a
minute that this side of
Kashmir issue has been
resolved, but let us not
forget that there is an-
other part of Jammu and
Kashmir across the line
of control (Pakistan-oc-
cupied-Kashmir).

“When the BJP says
that the Kashmir issue
has been finally resolved,
should we assume that
the part across the bor-
der has also been re-
solved? But in reality it
has not been,” he said.

He was responding
when asked if he be-
lieved that the Kashmir
issue was resolved with
the abrogation of Article
370 as has been main-
tained by the BJP.

Omar

“So, the Kashmir issue
remains whether this
side of LoC or that side,
we can debate about it
but the issue has not
been resolved. We want
it to get resolved,” he

said.

National Conference
leaders have in the past
been arguing about a
Parliament  resolution
of February 22, 1994 in
which the entire Touse
had noted with “deep
concern Pakistan’s role
in imparting training to
the terrorists in camps
located in  Pakistan
and Pakistan Occupied

ir”,
resolution had
called upon Pakistan to
vacate the areas of the
Indian State of Jammu
and Kashmir which they
have occupied through
aggression.

“and blammg it on the
‘l‘nnamual Cong

TMC as (hor-
re controlled
by the B‘iF and not by
the TMC. Some media
channels are trying to
spread this for the sake
of their TRP,” she said.
Banerjee also alleged

that goons are entering
the state from across the
border, killing people
and going back.

“This is a deep-rooted
conspiracy of the BSF
and the central gove
ment has a blueprint
for it. If there was no
blueprint of the Centre,
it would not have hap-

“We have got
information that
the BSF is letting
infiltrators enter India
through Islampur,
Sitai, Chopra and
several other

borderinﬁ areas. I

pened,” she said.
nphasising that
West Bengal has been
sharing a cordial rela-
tionship with Bangla-
desh, Banerjee went on
to say that people could
come to the state for
treatment as she is keen

to have peace on both
sides of the internation-
al border.

“There is no bad re-
lationship between the
two Bengals (West Ben-
gal and Bangladesh).
We speak the same lan-
guage and we follow a
similar way of lifestyle.
People across the border
can come here for treat-
ment. But we should be
informed,” she stated.

The CM asserted that
she had told the Centre
several times that she
would follow whatever
decision it would take on
the situation in Bangla-
desh.

“But if I see that some-
one is helping terrorism
to disturb my state, we
will have to protest,” Ba-
nerjee said adding that
she would send a strong-
ly worded letter to the
Centre in this regard.

“But why didn’t you
people (DM, SPs) protest
this act of the BSF? T will
ask DGP Rajeev Kumar
to find out through which
spots they had entered
the state and where these
people stay. The police
get information of infil-
trations. But (a section
of) the DMs and SPs have
not shared any informa-
tion with us. They have
not carried out their re-
sponsibility  properly,”
Banerjee said.

The Bengal CM direct-
ed the DGP to share a de-
tailed report on the mat-
ter as she has planned to
send a protest letter to the
Centre.

“Rajeev  Kumar has
shared some informa-
tion and also some inputs
from thelocals, But I want
detailed information on
this to understand why
this is being done. T will
be writing a strong letter
(to the Centre). I want to
have peace on both sides
of the border,” she said.

‘Farishtey’ scheme funds cleared: Delhi govt,
LG must settle disputes once for all says SC

l)etween the
Delhi government and
the LG must be re-
solved once and for
all, the Supreme Court
said on Thursday after
being informed funds
for a scheme meant for
road accident vietims
were released.

The observation of
the bench comprising
Justices B R Gavai and
KV Viswanathan came
when the Delhi gov-
ernment said the funds
for its “Farishtey Dilli
Ke™ scheme facilitat-
ing free medical treat-
ment to road accident
vietims in city hospi-
tals were cleared.

The scheme encour-
ages people to rescue
and save lives of road
accident victims. Un-
der the scheme, the
government foots hos-
pital bills of such vie-
tims.

The court was hear-
ing the Delhi govern-
ment's plea on making
the scheme function-
al again by clearing
pending bills, releasing

ayments to private

ospitals and initiat-

ing djsclp]marv action
against officials respon-
sible for allegedly delil

erately orchestrating its
“de-operationalisation”.

Senior advocate
Shadan Farasat,
pearing for the Del{:|
government, informed
the bench about the re-
lease of funds after the
apex court’s notice in
December, 2

The Delhi govern-
ment, he said, did not
want to press ﬂ'le peti-
tion.

The bench observed
in the wake of the de-
velopment, the matter
was sorted out, and dis-
posed of the plea,

In December 2023,

" the apex court sought

responses from the Del-
hi Lieutenant Governor
(LG) office and others
after the Delhi govern-
ment alleged blocking
of funds for the scheme.

“We don't understand
this. One wing of the
government is fighting
with another wing of
the government,” the
top court had said.

Calling the non-pay-
ment of bills an at-
tempt to “sabotage”
the scheme, the plea
accused the health de-
partment officials of
inaction and misman-
agement.

“Hospitals are now
reluctant to accept ac-

cident victims and this

scheme has practical-
ly become defunct for
more than a year since
payments to the major-
ity of the hospitals have
not been made,” said
the plea.

Despite repeated re-
minders and directions
by the Department of
Health and Family Wel-
fare, and the minister
concerned on clearance
of pending bills of pri-
vate hospitals, the erring
officials neither cleared
it nor made timely pay-
ments to the private fa-
cilities, which provided
cashless treatment to
road accident victims,
it said.

Places of worship law challenge SC to
also hear plea against ‘Bhojshala’ survey

New Delhi:
The Supreme Court on
Thursday said it would
hear a plea against an
order on the survey of a
medieval-era “Bhaojsha-
la” in Madhya Pradesh
which people from two
communities stake claim
to, apart from pleas
against the 1991 places
for worship law.

A bench of Justices
Trishikesh Roy and S V
N Bhatti said the issue
appeared to be covered
by the December 12 or-
der of the apex court
restraining courts in the
country from entertain-
ing fresh lawsuits and
passing orders in disput-
ed claims over religious
structures.

The bench directed the
registry to seek instrue-
tions from Chief Justice
of India Sanjiv Khanna
and tagged the matter
with the pending peti-
tions.

It left all contentions
of the parties to be kept
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g the hearing

of the petitions.
During a brief hear-
i advocate  Vishnu

the issue of Bhojshala
wouldn’t be covered by
the December 12 order
as it was protected and
maintained by the Ar-
cheological Survey of
India.

The bench said it was
only tagging the matter
to be adjudicated by the
pending petitions but if
any party had a griev-

TOP STORY MEDIA VT ITC

ance, it would first take
up the contempt plea
alleging excavations at
the site, despite court’s
restraining order of
April 1, 4, which said
no phy cal e(mvanon
which could change its
character, should be
done,

On December 12, the
top court restrained till
further directions the
courts in the country
from entertaining fresh
lawsuits and passing any
effective interim or final
orders in pending ones

A8, S

:echng to reclaim reli-
gious places, especially
mosques and dargahs.

The direction of a
bench comprising Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justices Sanjay Ku-
mar and K V Viswana-
than had stalled proceed-
ings in about 18 lawsuits
filed by various Hindu
parties seeking survey
to ascertain original re-
ligious character of 10
mosques including Gyan-
vapi at Varanasi, Shahi
Tdgah Masjid at Mathura
and Shahi Jama Masjid at
Sambhal where four per-
sons’ lives were snuffed
out in clashes.

The top court passed
the order on about six
petitions challenging
various provisions of the
Places of Worship (Spe-
cial Provisions) Act, 1901,

The 1991 law prohibits
conversion of any place of
worship and provides for
the maintenance of the
religious character of any
place of worship as it ex-

isted on August 15, 1047.

However, the dispute
relating to Ram Janma-
bhoomi-Babri Masjid at
Ayoadhya was kept out of
its purview.

ve are also pleas
seeking the effective im-
F\ememation of the 1991
aw to maintain commu-
nal harmony and pre-
serving the present status
of mosques, sought to be
reclaimed by members
of the Hindu community
on the ground they were
temples before invaders
razed them.

On April 1, the top court
refused to stay a “scientif-
ic survey” of the Bhojsh-
ala in Madhya Pradesh’s
Dhar district but said no
action should be taken
without its permission on
the outcome of the exer-
cise.

Hindus consider Bho-
Jjshala, an ASI-protected
1ith-century monument,
to be a temple dedicat-
ed to Vagdevi (Goddess
Saraswati) whereas the

Muslim community ealls
it Kamal Maula mosque.
Under an arrange-
ment made by the ASI
on April 7, 2003, Hindus
perform puja on the Bho-
jshala premises on Tues-
days and Muslims offer

prayers in the complexon

Fridays.

The apex court had is-
sued notices to the Cen-
tre, the Madhya Pradesh
government, the ASI and
others on the plea filed by
the Maulana Kamaluddin
‘Welfare Society challeng-
ing the March 11, 2024,
order of the high court on
the “scientific survey”.

The high court had di-
rected the ASI to carry
out the “scientific survey™
of the Bhojshala complex
within six weeks and al-
lowed the ASI to conduct
any other study it deemed
necessary to ascertain the
true character of the com-
plex saying submissions
over the right to worship
would be considered only
after a report.
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Art 370 sowed
seeds of
separatism in
Kashmir Modi
govt ended terror
in JK: Amit Shah
o New Delh
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
said Article 370 sowed
the seeds of separatism
in the minds of the youth
of Kashmir and the Nar-
endra Modi government
not only ended terrorism
in the valley but also the
ecosystem of terrorism.

Shah said Article 370
and Article 354, both of
which were n.bmgated
on August 5, 2019, were
the key hurdles in the
way of full integration of
Kashmir into India.

Referring to Kashmir's
relations with the rest of
India, the home minis-
ter said India is the only
country in the world
which ~ is geo-cultural
and whose boundaries
are formed by its culture.
India can be understood
only from the Indian
perspective  and  not
from the geo-political
perspective, he said here
while releasing a book
Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh: Through
the Ages'.

From the Silk Route
to Central Asia and from
Shankaracharya temple
to Hemis monastery;
and from trade to spirit-
uality, strong founda-
tions of both are present
in and of J\ﬂ%hmu‘s cul-
ture, he sa

Shah wd \mc}e 370
gave the false impres-
sion that Kashmir’s in-
tegration with India was
temporary.
eople often ask
me what is the relation
between Article 370 and
terrorism. They dont
know that Article 370
sowed the seeds of sep-
aratism in the minds of
the youth of the valley.

SC bristles over
‘scurrilous’
charge against
judges

CONTFROM PAGE-1

offspring, brother,
sister or nephew who
has crossed the age of
40 remaining to be a
plebeian lawyer.” The
plea filed by Nedump-
ara and several others,
including many prac-
tising advocates, raised
a grievance against the
senior designations
conferred to lawyers,

During the hearing,
Nedumpara, who of-
fered to place certain
data before the court,
argued the bar was
fearful of judges.

“Mr Nedumpara, this
is a court of law. Not
a boat club or Azad
Maidan in Bombay
(Mumbai) to make
speeches. So, when you
address a court of law,
make legal arguments.
Not the arguments

only for the purpese of
gallery,”
Gavai.

The court said it was
willing to grant him the
liberty to amend the pe-
tition.

said Justice
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Modi, Kejriwal
anti-farmers:
Delhi Congress

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee president De-
vender Yadav said that the
AAP government, which was
the first to notify the dra-
conian farm laws on No-
vember 23, 2020, was now
shedding crocodile tears for
the farmers alleging that the
BJP was planning to bring
back the revoked black farm
laws through the “back door”
eyeing the upcoming Delhi
assembly elections.

Yadav said that former
CM Arvind Kejriwal’s double
standards and anti-farmer
stand were exposed when he

notified the farm Jaws, while
pretending to stand with the
agitating farmers. He said
that it was due to the strong
support extended to the
farmers by the Cungru»,

Gandhi, that forced the BJP
government to scrap the
black farm laws for which
Kejriwal played no role.

Kejriwal's antipathy to-
wards the farmers had been
exposed time and again
when he either failed to com-
pensate or paid meagre
compensation to the Delhi
famers when they suffered
extensive erop damage due
to unseasonal rains, hail
storms and other factors
during the past 10 years,
Yadav added

Yadav said that Kejriwal
was desperate to salvage his
lost image and eroded po-
litical ground by indulging in
various gimmicks like Rs
2100 for women, newhealth
schemes for the elderly, Rs
18,000 for “pujaris and
granthis” which will not have
any impact with the voters
this time, as they remember

all his past betrayals.
Land worth

Rs 100 cr freed
of encroachment
in Gr. Noida

Noida

The Gautam Buddha Nagar
distriet administration on
Thursday freed land worth
about Rs 100 crore of en-
croachment after removing
encroachment from the farm
house built inthe submenged
area of Greater Noida.

Acting on the orders of
Gautam Buddha Nagar dis.
trict magistrate Manish Ku-
mar Verma, the encroach-
ment drive was launched
and land warth about Rs
100 crore was freed from en-
croachment.

The farm house was built
in the Sikandarpur sub-
merged area. According to
the administration, 72
bighas of land was freed
from encroachment. The
price of the land i being said.
to be about Rs 100 crore.

According to the sources,
a farm house was being built
by illegally occupying gov-
ernment land m Sikan-
darpur submerged area of
Greater Noida. Land mafia
had occupied about 72
bighas of land.

On Thursday, an anti-en-
croachment drive team
reached here to remove the
encroachment. The value of
the land is being reported to
beabout Rs.100 crore. Dur-
ing the action, the police
force of the Ecotech 1 police
station was present on the
spot.

| TOPSTORY, D, Faoar 03, Janusr 2025 |

AAP, BJP face off over farmers’ issues

New Defhi

he BJP and the

‘Aam Aadmi Party

clashed over farm-

ers’ issues on
Thursday, with Union Agri-
culture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan accusing
the AAP government in
Delhi of denying peasants
the benefits of central
schemes, an allegation that
comes ahead of the As-
sembly polls in the capital.

In response, Chief Min-
ister Atishi hit back at the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), saying it should ask
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to hold talks with the
farmers sitting on a fast
unto death in Punjab in-
stead of giving sermons.

She alleged that the con-
dition of farmers was nev-
er as bad as it is under the
BJP regime.

Former Delhi chief min-
ister and AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal, in a post on X,
also claimed that the BJP-
led Centre is preparing to
implement the three re-

4 .
voked farm laws "through
the backdoor" by ealling it

Hi

a"policy”. id eopies of
the new "policy” have been
sent to all states for their
views on it.

In aletter to Atishi on
Wednesday, Chouhan al-
leged that her government
is depriving farmers of ben-
efits under central schemes

Atishi inaugurates
new flyover in capital

New Delhi
Chief Minister Atishi on
Thursday inaugurated the
Punjabi Bagh Club Road
flyover here and said it
will ease traffic for three
lakh daily commuters.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, she said, “This flyover
is not just a giftfor the res-
idents of Punjabi Bagh,
Madipur, and Moti Nagar,
but for all Delhiites. Mil-
lions of Delhiites will now
experience relief from traf-
fic jams and enjoy
smoother travel.”

Stating that this flyover
will benefit approximately
3.45 lakh people daily, in-
cluding those traveling by
cars, buses, and two-
wheelers, the Chief Minis-
ter said, “Tt is estimated to
save Delhiites about
40,800 hours dail ver a
vear, this project will save
11 lakh litres of petrol and
diesel, significantly reduc-
ing pollution in Delhi—
equivalent to planting
65,000 trees.”

Pointing out that pollu-
tion is a major issue in the
national capital, she said
today, the Delhi govem-
ment has successfully mit-
igated pollution equal to
planting 65,000 trees
through this project.

“This Punjabi Bagh fly-
over is the 39th flyover
constructed in the last 10
years under the AAP gov-
ernment. Infrastructure
expansion in Delhi — in-
cluding flyovers, elevated
roads, and underpasses —
has never progressed at
the pace achieved under
the AAP government, in
Arvind Kejriwal's leader-
ship,” she said.

Atishi added the expan-
sion of Delhi’s infrastruc-
ture—construction  of
roads, metro projects,
schools, and hospitals, has
led to significant growth in
the city’s economy and a
substantial increase in the
per capita income of its
residents over the past 10
vears.

and w
litical differences aside in
matters of farmer welfare.

The Union minister said
the Delhi government has
failed to lmpiemcnl majur

central i s, includi

d her to keep po-

programme.

"T am writing this letter
in sadness. You have never
taken proper decisions in
the interest of farmers.
Your government has

topped i of

the Integrated Horticulture
Development Mission,
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yo-
jana and the Beej Gram

farmers-friendly central
schemes. Your government
is notsympathetic towards
farmers, Today, farmers in

Delhi are upset and wor-
ried,” Chouhan said in the
letter.

Due to the non-imple-
mentation of multiple cen-
tral schemes, Delhi's farm-
ers are being denied crucial
benefits, ranging from seed
distribution to infrastruc-
ture development, he said.

The Union minister said
the absence of the Inte-
grated Horticulture Devel-
opment Mission has pre-
vented farmers from ac-
cessing benefits for nursery
establishment, tissue-cul-
ture facilities, planting ma-
terial procurement and
post-harvest infrastructure.

1In a separate video mes-
sage, he alleged that the
Delhi government has
failed to submit proposals
for implementing central
agricultural schemes, ef-
fectively blocking benefits
from reaching farmers in
the national capital.

"The Centre stands ready
with funds, but their re-
lease hinges on state pro-
posals. Unfortunately, Del-

hi's government has not
submitted any proposals,
leaving farmers unable to
access scheme benefits,”
Chouhan said in the video
message.

He urged the Delhi gov-
ernment to set aside polit-
ical competition for farm-
ers' welfare, emphasising
that many schemes operate
on a 60:40 funding ratio
between the Centre and
states,

Responding to
Chouhan's accusations,
Atishi lashed out at the
BJP, saying it should ask
the prime minister to hold
talks with the farmers sit-
ting on a fast unto death in
Punjab instead of giving
sermons.

She said the condition
of farmers was never as

bad as it is under the BJP
regime. “The BJP talking
about farmers is like Da-
wood Tbrahim sermoni
ing about non-violence,"
Atishi said, asking the saf-
fron party to stop politics
over farmers.,

CM Atishi felicitates Paralympians
from Delhi awards cash prizes

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi
on Thursday felicitated the
Paralympians for their
achievements and said that
students of government
schools would draw inspi-
ration from their journeys.

The Delhi government
awarded cash prizes to five
distinguished Indian Para-
lympians for their excep-
tional achievements.
Sharad Kumar, a para high
Jumper, won a silver medal
at the Paris 2024 Para-
lympics and was awarded
Rs 2.5 crore. Aman Sher-
awat, an Indian freestyle
wrestler and the voungest
Indian to win an individual
Olympic medal, secured a
bronze at the Paris 2024
Summer Olympics, was re-
ceived Rs 1 crore.

Vikash Singh, a race-
walker who earned a silver
medal at the 2023 Asian
Championships, received
Rs 10 lakh. Tulika Maan, an

Noida Authority announces to
bring Uniform Industrial policy

Jjeet Kumar
Noida

A uniform industrial policy
will be implemented in all
three authorities of the dis-
trict as announced Noida
authorityin its board meet-
ing of Noida Authority on
Thursday.

This decision has been
taken after a wait of 14 years
and this will bring uniformity
in the operation of the au-
thorities, which will bring
transparency and simplicity
in processes like land allot-
ment, execution of lease

eed, possession, cancella-
tion.

Authority has also an-
nounced to run 500 air-con-
ditioned e-buses in Noi-
da/Greater Noida/YEIDA
Authority area. The Author-
ity Board granted in-princi-
ple permission for the oper-
ation of 300 buses and their
routes in the Noida Author-
ity area.

After along discussion in
the board meeting, it has
been decided that the unified

policy will be implemented

concerned officials and de-

after the amendment. partments.

Onthe instructions of the During the meeting, every
government, a company  authority presented the points
named SAARC & A related to their
W()I‘I(E.'d hml 1(!\\-drﬁ3 im- panmrnls and necessary

a poliey were made in
forthe three authorities and  the policy. The purpose of this
has prepared a comprehen-  entire process isto establish

sive policy, which has 35
chapters and 104 pages of
details.

In this policy, a strong
framework has btu\ pre-

harmony in the work be-
tween the authorities and
provide better services to the

citizens and investors.
Noida CEO Lokesh M said
that the d and

pared for the ofal-
lotment of plots, lease deed,
possession, cancellation and
other related processes. It
has been clarified in the pol-
icy that the services provid-
ed by the authority will be
(hsmsed of as per the unified
policy, so that ther is har-
mony among the depart-
ments and all the processes
are based on the same stan-
dards. This policy was also
placed in the board meeting
of Greater Noida before the
board meeting of Noida Au-
thority, where it was dis-
cussed in detail with all the

suggestions made on the
palicy have been compiled
and the report has been sent
to the Chief Secretary. The
Chief Secretary had sought
feedback and suggestions
from all three authorities
before giving his approval on
this policy. After this, the
process of preparing and
presenting a proper policy
has been completed. The
CEO also said that the poli-
ey is likely to get approval
soon, after which it will be
implemented in all three au-
thorities.

DU exam postponed due to late dispatch of question papers

New Delhi

A Delhi University Bachelor
of Science (BSc) programme
paper was postponed while
another was delayed for sev-
eral hours on Thursday due
to the late dispatch of ques-
tion papers from the de-
partment concerned, varsi-
ty officials said.

The disruptions affected
around 170 students across
several colleges, including
Ramjas, Zakir Husain,

Deshbandhu, and Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya, according
to the officials.

The postponed exam has
been rescheduled for Sun-
day, from 9:30 am to 12:30
pm, as per a new notifica-
tion.

The twopapers impacted
were "Electronics Instru-
mentation” and “Mathe-
matical Physics-1," both
scheduled to begin at g:30
am.

However, the question
papers were notdistributed
until 11:30 am.

"The Electronics Instru-
mentation exam eventually
commenced late, and stu-
dents were given the full
three hours to complete it.
The students were provided
adequate time to finish their
paper,” an official said.

However, the "Mathe-
matical Physi paper had
to be postponed after stu-

dents raised objections to
the prolonged delay.

"Due to their concerns,
the paper was rescheduled
for January 5 at the same
time," the official added.

When asked about the
cause of the disruption, the
official cited " mnfusmn
and "lack of coordinz

‘Idisn udaknwhodsimed

a silver medal at the 2022
Commonwealth Games,
also received Rs 10 lakh.
While, Amoj Jacob, an In-
dian sprinter, who won the
gold medal in 400 metres
event at the 2021 Federa-
tion Cup Senior Athletics
Championships, received
Rs 5 lakh. An athletics
coach, Salaj Kumar Roy,
was also presented Rs 10
lakh,

Speaking at the event,

Atishi said, "Today, as we
felicitate the Paralympians.
it felt like a great opportu-
nity to invitestudents from
Delhi government schools
who aspire to become
sportspersons so they can
hear the stories of these
Paralympians and draw
maotivation.”

She added, "Students
from Delhi government
schools are preparing to
participate in 10 Olympic
games and bring pride to

Delhi and the country.”
Sharad Kumar shared his
journey, saying, My
teacher guided me to be-
come a sportsperson. Peo-
ple with disabilities often
face criticism, but I was
fortunate to have teachers
who encouraged me to do
my best in this field."
"Inever thought I would

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby in-
formed that Mr. Shahfiroz
5/0 Mr. Mehar llahi owner of
Residential land area 250 sq.
yds., at Mohalla Bhatol (in the
abadi) village Dasna Pargna
Dasna Tehsil & Distt, Ghazi-
abad, U P. vide Sale Deed
dated 21.08.2024, doc no.
10607, executed by Mr.
Mohd. Arshad Qureshi & Mr,
Mohd. Maruf Qureshi and
Mr. Mohd. Yagoob and in the
property chain original sale
deed dated 13.04.1997 was
lost and on Line FiR lodged
vide LR No:2455015/2025
said property to be financed
by AU Small Finance Bank
Ltd, if anybody has any
charge/interest/title/third
Party in the said property of
any kind of dispute kindly in-
form the undersigned in writ-
ing and with proof within 07
days on the below men-
tioned address, failing which
and | am aware that in case.
default with the mortgage
property that all borrower /
Owners are responsible for
the same.

Gautam

Advocate
Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
Lal Kauna Ghaziabad, U.#

MY CLIENTS TEK CHAND &
HIS WIFE MAGANWATI BOTH
R/OC-110, LAL BAGH, LONI
GHAZIABAD, U.P. severe all
relations & disowned/de-
barred their son ISHWAR
SINGH @ LUCKY AND
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW ANJALI
from all movable/immovable
property & assetsdue to
their misbehavior/Disobedi-
ence. Anybody dealing with
them shall do at their own
risk.

A. SHARMA & ASSOCIATES
ADVOCATES

CH. NO.435, LAWYERS
CHAMBER BLOCK

ROHINI COURTS, DELHI

one day be felici 1 by
the chief minister and re-
ceive a government job. I
am truly glad and fortu-
nate this happened to me,”
Kumar said.

Aman also reflected on
his achievements, saying,
"The Olympic medal I won
is not solely my effort, it
also reflects the support of
the Delhi government and
my coaches."

"When T was ten years
old, 1 lost my parents. But1
joined the Delhi Govern-
ment Stadium and received
support and care,” he
added.

3 police stations of Gautam Buddha Nagar
Police Commissionerate receives ISO 9001

Amar Saini
Noida
Three police stations of the
Gautam Buddha Nagar Po-
lice C i have

Director General of
Police (DGP) UP Police
through a video mes-

received 1SO gooi: 2015
Quality Management Sys-
tem Certificate.

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) UP Police through
a video message increased
the hanor of Uttar Pradesh
Police on this achievement
and praised Police Commis-
sioner, Gautam Buddha Na-
gar, Laxmi Singh.

Earlier, Gautam Buddha
Nagar Police Commission-
erate Office has received an
IS0 certificate.

During a press conference
held at the Police Conmis-
sionerate Office located in
Sector-108 on Thursday, Po-
lice Commissioner Laxmi
Singh said that three police
stations of Gavtam Buddha
Nagar, Knowledge Park Po-

between the department
and the colleges. He de-
clined to provide further
details.

lice Station, Expressway Po-
lice Station and Badalpur
Police Station have received
1SO goo1: 2015 Quality

sagei i the
honor of Uttar
Pradesh Police on this
achievement and
praised Police Com-
missioner, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Laxmi
Singh.

——
Management System Cer-
tificate.

She said that on the call of
the Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, continuous efforts
are being made for timely
and quality disposal of pub-
lie complaints in the state. It
is a matter of immense joy
that three police stations of
Gautam Buddha Nagar have
been awarded the ISO goo1:
2015 Quality Management
System when their infra-
structure, quality manage-
ment and police station office

national standards of public
and police services.
"Earlier the Police Com-
missionerate Office has re-
ceived the I1SO certificate. It
isamatter of pride for Police
Commissionerate Gautam
Buddha Nagar that three
police stations of Gautam
Buddha Nagar have received
the ISO certificate,” Police
C issioner Laxmi Singh

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby in-
formed that my clients Shri
Ram Lakhan Maurya S/o Shri
Ram Dulare and Smt. Savitri
Maurya wife of Shri Ram
Lakhan Maurya both R/o
House No.G-384,Gali No. 18,
17th Foota Road, Near
Shubav Garden, Badarpur,
New Delhi at present residing
atH. No.174, Nandiyanva
Anshik, Musafirkhana, Uttar
Pardesh-227813, have dis-
owned their son Shri Raman
Maurya as he is not obedient
to them and is beyond their
control and supervision, 50
my clients severe all relations
with him and debarred him
from their all movable and
immovable properties.
Whoscever will deal with
him, will be doing so at his
own risk and responsibility
and my clients shall not be
responsible for any act/ liabil-
ity of said Shri Raman Mau-

rya.
RAHUL CHANDHOK
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO. Y-15, CIVIL
SIDE, TIS HAZARI COURTS,
DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN THAT MY CLIENTS MR.
AMAR SINGH 5/0 RAGHU-
NATH SINGH R/O H. No-102,
1st FLOOR, KHASRA NO-
41/16, STREET NO-6, BHAGYA
VIHAR, VILLAGE RANI KHERA,
DELHI-110081, along with
Mr. MAHESH GARG together
formed a NGO with the name
LOUIS BRAILLE BLIND WEL-
FARE TRUST in the years
2003 for charitable purpose.
That both the above persons.
were trustee of this trust but
the above MAHESH GARG is
missing for the last 12 years
due to which my elient s fac-

"The three police stations
have received the certificate
when the ISO committee
found all the works and
processes related to various
points such as infrastruc-
ture, quality management,
police station office process,
police services provided to
the public, law and order,
crime control, quick re-
sponse in emergency sitna-
tions, effective compliance of
new laws and effective im-
plementation of Citizen
Charter for solving the prob-
lems of the commaon man to
bein y with the in-

process were found to be in
conformity with the inter-

ternational standards,” said
CP, Noida Laxmi Singh.

ing dif inthe running
of above named trust.

That through this public no-
tice, my client informs here
to general public that he has
appointed Mr. ASHISH KU-
MAR as a trustee in place of
Mr. MAHESH GARG

That for any objection to this
public notice, aggrieved party
may contact my client within
30 days of print of this public
notice in newspaper after
which no objection shall be
entertained.

TARUN SHARMA &
ASSOCIATES

(Advocates and Legal
Consultant)

OFFICE AT: LAWYERS CHAM -
BER NO 1206, ROHINI
COURT, DELHI-85
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Depends on Centre how long our
dharna will continue: Farmer leader

B With farmer leader Jagjit Singh Dallewa's indefinite hunger strike entering its 38th day, Kohar
said his health is deteriorating day-by-day and he has put his life at stake for the farmers' cause.

Chandigarh

armer leader Abhi-

manyu Kohar

Thursday said it is

in the hands of the
Centre on how long their
protest will continue as he
asserted that there should
be no hiteh in accepting
their demands as a parlia-
mentary panel has recom-
mended legal guarantee to
MSP.

With farmer leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewa’s indefinite
hunger strike entering its
38th day, Kohar said his
health is deteriorating day-
by-day and he has put his
T lstdl\c for the farmers'

caus

\'\'hen asked how long
their protest at Khanauri
and Shambhu border will
continue, Kohar told re-
porters, "That is in the
hands of the Centre. Ifthey
fulfill our demands..."

On the Supreme Court
Thursday observing that
some farmer leaders are
making irresponsible state-
ments in the media to fur-
ther complicate the situation
on the ground, he said they
are yet to go through the
court's observations.

"It is important to study
today's proceedings...," he

Fresh snowfall in
Kashmir brings
relief from freezing
temperatures
Srinagar
Several parts of Kashmir,
including the plains of the
valley, received fresh snow-
fall onThursday, with mod-
erate to heavy snow in the
higher reaches, leading to
an improvement in the
minimum temperatures,
officials said.

The Meteorological De-
partment had forecast two
back-to-back western dis-
turbances affecting the re-
gion.

A feeble western distur-
banee hit Jammu and
Kashmir overnight caus-
ing light to heavy snowfall
across the valley, the offi-
cials said.

They said while the parts
of Bandipora, Kupwara,

said in Khanauri.

Kohar, however, said
farmer leaders have only
been expressing Dallewal's
feelings that the Centre
should fulfill the promises it
made to farmers.

We always respect con-
stitutional bodies, he

Referring to a recent in-
cident, Kohar said Dallewal,
despite his critical health
and having fainted for a few
minutes, still offered to con-
nect through video confer-
encing to a top court pro-
ceedings hearing farmers

matter.

"We have only said that
Supreme Court should give
direction to the Centre that
‘when even a parliamentary
panel has recommended le-
gal guarantee to MSP, the
union government should
uuplcmam that," he said.

"We have want that
promises made to farmers
should be fulfilled,” he said.

Farmers, under the ban-
ner of SKM and Kisan Maz-
door Morcha, have been
camping at the Shambhu
and Khanauri border points

between Punjab  and
Haryana since February 13,
after their march to Delhi
was stopped by security
forees.

"Dallewal ji's fast has en-
tered its 38th day. A
leader has put his life at
stake. On January 4, re-
specting his sentiments to
have a 'darshan’ of farmers,
at Khanarui morcha, a big
gathering of farmers has
been called in which he will
give an important message,”
Kohar said.

When asked if Dallewal

Centre trying to 'bring back'
revoked farm laws: Punjab CM

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Thurs-
day claimed that the Centre
was trying to"bring back”
the now-repealed farm laws,
referring to the newly an-
nounced draft of the Na-
tional Policy Framework on

Agrieultural Marketing.

The AAP-led Punjab gov-
ernment has termed the
newly announced draft pol-
icy as an attempt to rein-
troduce the three central
agricultural laws passed in
2020 "through backdoor.”
After a yearlong protest by
farmers, the Centre had re-
pealed the laws.

Speaking to reporters
here, Mann alsostated that

lla, and Anant

received moderate to heﬂw
snowfall, the plains in Sri-
nagar, and Ganderbal
recorded light snowfall.

Tourist destinations of
Gulmarg, Sonamarg, an
Pahalgam as well as Zojila
axis also logged fresh snow-
fall, the officials added.

This marks the first
snowfall of 2025 in Kash-
‘mir and the second in the
plains of the valley this sea
son Srinagar and the other
plain areas of the Kashmir
had received the season's
first snowfall last week.

Authorities have de-
ployed snow clearance
teams and machinery with
control rooms set up at dis-

hed isof the protest-
ing farmers pertain to the
central government, which
should hold a dialogue with
the farmers,

"All the demands of the
farmers pertain tothe Cen-
tre, whether they come from
the two forums leading the
ongoing agitation at the
Shambhu and Khanauri
borders or from other farm-
ers’ unions. The demands
are the same, even though
the farm unions may differ,”
Mann said.

"Why does the Centre not
invite farmers for a dia-
logue?” he asked.

Farmers, under the ban-
ner of Samyukta Kisan Mor-
cha (Non-Political) and

trictk
itor the operations, the of-
ficials said.

tomon-

No pressure

Srinagar
Dismissing suggestions that
‘his National Conference was
urger pressure to join the
BJP-led NDA, Chief Minister
‘Omar Abdullahon Thursday
expressed optimism that the
promises made by the Cen-
tre to restore statehood of
Jammu and Kashmir will
be fulfilled at the earliest.

During his first media
meet here sinee assuming of-
fice in October, Abdullah

ised that the region’

Kisan Mazd, Morcha,
have been camping at the
Shambhu and Khanauri

1% 1
border points between Pun-
jab and Haryana since Feb-
ruary 13, after their march
to Delhi was stopped by se-
curity forees.

They have been protest-
ing with several demands,
one of which isa legal guar-
antee for a minimum sup-
port priee (MSP) for crops.

"These are the two fo-
rums with which central
ministers Piyush Goyal and
the then Agriculture Minis-
ter Arjun Munda, along
with a team of officers, held
many rounds of talks earli-
er. Decisions have to be
made by the farmers' or-
ganisations, and I was act-
ing as a bridge (between
the farmers and the Centre
when talks were held in
February)," said Mann.

He added that the Punjab
government has made nu-
merous efforts in the past
that the Centre to talks to
the farmers.

"The demands of farmers
pertain to the Centre. At
that time, consensus could
not be reached, and later,
the country went into gen-
eral elections. Narendra
Modi once again became

Prime Minister. After the
Lok Sabha election process
was over, no effort was
made by the Centre to talk
to the farmers again or call
the stakeholders," he said.

Speaking about farmer
leader Jagjit Singh Dallew-
al's hunger strike, he said,
"Dallewal’s fast has entered
its 38th day, but they (the
Centre) don't ca

He further said that the
Supreme Court had stated it
was the Punjab govern-

care of Dallewal’s hes

"We are discharging this
responsibility. Fifty doctors
are on duty at Khanauri,
where Dallewal's dhama is
ongoing, Barely 500 me-
tersa we have set up a
makeshift hospital,"” he said.

"The Supreme Court said

Dallewal should not face
any health problems. I
spoke to Dallewal on Tues-

ay and told him his health
important to all of us. I
told him that the agitation
may go on for a long time,
and it is erucial for him to be
at the forefront, so his
health is important,” Mann
said.

will take medical aid, Kohar
said no such thing has come
up that there will be a 'drip’

Asked about a Punjab
government team led by re-
tired Additional DGP
Jaskaran Singh meeting
Dallewal over the past few
days and even holding dis-
cussions with the farmer
leaders at Khanauri, Kohar
said once anything concrete
comes up, both the farmers’
forums will then clear their
stand.

Kohar said Dallewal has
lost lot of weight, his blood
pressure is fluctuating while
other health parameters like
kidney and liver functioning
have also been adversely af-
fected due to prolonged fast-
ing.The Supreme Court on
Thursday pulled up the Pun-
Jjab government and said its
officials and some farmer

impression in media that
attempts are being made to

break Dallewal's fast.

Abench ofjustices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan said
it needs to clarify that the
court has never directed to
break Dallewal's protest but
is only concerned with his
health and wants medical
aid to be provided to himur-

gently.

The top court also issued
notice to the Centre on a
fresh petition filed on behalf
of Dallewal seeking direction
to the Union government
to comply with the promis-
es, including a legal guaran-
tee of minimum support
price on crops, made to the
protesting farmers in 2021
after the farm laws were re-
pealed.

Meanwhile, farmer lead-
ers from some other states
reached Khanauri in sup-
port of Dallewal and during
amedia interaction were in-
troduced by farmer leader
Lakhwinder Singh Aulakh.

P R Pandian from All
Farmers Associations Tamil
Nadu said all farmers are
united and supporting Dalle-
wal's hunger strike in sup-
port of farmers' demands.

He alleged refusal by the
Centre to negotiate and ful-
fill the demands of farmers
has anguished Tamil Nadu
farmers.

Another leader Shan-
thakumar from Karnataka
said the Punjab farmers are
carrying out their agitation
similar to country’s freedom
movement. He demanded

the Centre to resolve the is-
sue immediately.

Hand grenade
found at gate of
missing man's house

Imphal

A hand grenade was on
Thursday found outside the
house of Laishram Kamal-
babu Singh, who went mi
ing allegedly from the
Leimakhong Military Sta-
tion in November, triggering
panic in the area, police said.

The grenade was found
near the gate of Singh's
house at Loitang Khunou
in Imphal West district, they
said.

Police later retrieved the
grenade and defused it.

A note was also found
along with the grenade, stat-
ing that the Joint Action
Committee formed in re-
sponse to the man going
missing must be disbanded
and a new JAC should be
constituted.

Italso said, "No contrac-
tors which sells the land can
be part of the JAC."

The JAC has been spear-
heading the protests that
have been underway since
the man went missing on

November 25,

Last week, CM N Biren
Singh, who claimed that
Singh had gone missing
from the military station,
said the case would be hand-
ed over to the CBL

Singh, a native of Assam's

Cachardistrict, was a works
supervisor for a contractor
working with the Military
Engineering Services (MES)
in Leimakhong Military Sta-
tion of the 57th Mountain
Division, according to the
Army.

Police had earlier said that
aver 2,000 security person-
nel were deployed tosearch
for Singh, who belongs tothe
Metei community.

Amid protests over his
disappearance, state Social
Welfare Minister Heikham
Dingo had said that all doc-
uments related to Singh
weresent to the Prime Min-
ister’s Office as well as theof-
fices of Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Home
Minister Amit Shah.

CM Nayab Singh Saini felicitates
mothers of Haryana’s sportspersons

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

stes
Navab Singh Saini on Thurs-
day participated in the Veer
Mata Jija Bai State-Level
Felicitation Ceremony or-
ganized by the Haryana state
unit of Kreeda Bharti in Gu-
rugram in the honour of
mothers of medal winners
and participating players in
Paralympics and Olympic
Games. During the pro-
gramme, the Chief Minister
felicitated the mothers of
the players who participated
in the Paris Olympics and

Paralympics in 2024,

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister said the
ceremony, organized in Gu-
rugram-the city of Guru
Drona, is a celebration of
the role of mothers in the
field of sports. He said felic-
itating the mothers of play-
ers who raised the Indian
flag in the country and the
world is a matter of pride.
The ceremony is an oppor-
tunity to express gratitude
not only to our players but
also to their mothers. He
said Prime Minister Sh.
Narendra Modi says that
there is a mother behind
every bigsuccess. It is thee-
sponsibility of the society to
respect mothers.

The Chief Minister also
congratulated the Haryana
state unit of Kreeda Bharti
for this unique initiative. He
alsoannounceda grant 0of Rs
21 lakh to the organization.

Ni Singh Saini, while
reminding the historical con-

from PM or home minister on us: CM Omar Abdullah
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lenge" his government faces.
Abdullah ru-

current status as a Union
Territory should be viewed

mours suggesting pressure
from the BJP-!ed National

as atemporary ar
with the restoration of state-
the "biggest chal-

D ic Alliance (NDA)
to alter the National Con-
ference's ideology and join

tlir dlh‘mw
"There is no pressure from
the Prime ster (Naren-

dra Modi), Home Minister
(Amit Shah) or the Raj
Bhawan on us to change our
ideology,” he sai

The chiel minister added
that he has received assur-
ances from the prime min-
ister and home minister that
the National Conference gov-
emment would remain sta-
ble and that they would re-
ceive the same cocperation
extended earlier to the lieu-
tenant governor earlier.

"They have stated they
will respect the mandate of
the people. Those spreading
rumours that I will now join
NDA and that [ have
changed my ideology, I can-
not help that. I am here to
work and I will work," he
said at the media interaction
held at the Sher-i-Kashmir

International Convention
Centre.

In response to a question
whether his government was
planning to approach the
court for restoration of state-
hood, Abdullah said that
confrontation should be the
last resort.

"Simply going to court will
be a fight. A fight should
never be the first option, it
should be the last option. If
the Supreme Court had not
spoken about the restora-
tion of statehood, if the
prime minister and home
minister had not spoken
about it, then we could have
gone to court.

tribution of mothers, said
Mata Jija Bai, in whose

organized, had pn:pamd her
son Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma
haraj as a true warrior and
leader. Due to her vision
and hard work, the country
gota great warrior like Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj, who
laid the foundation of Swaraj
at that time.

The Chief Minister said
Haryana has become the
pride of the entire country in
the field of sports. The play-
ers here are succeeding in
the Olympics, Paralympics,
Asian and Commonwealth
Games. A player is the her-
itage of the nation. We have
made a sports policy called
the 'Haryana Utkrishta Khi-
ladi Seva Nivam 2021" to
ensure employment for ex-
cellent players. Under this,
550 new posts were A'[k‘}“ed
in the Sports Department.
Apart from this, 224 medal
winning players have been
given government jobs,
Reservation has been pro-

vided to the pldverk in direct
recruitment of posts from
Class I to Class [1. Haryana
isthe firststate in the coun-
try where highest cash prizes
are given to the medal win-
ning players. Apart from
this, honorarium is also be-
ing given to 298 plavers who
have performed excellent-

y.

The Chief Minister said
scholarships are being pro-
vided to the medal winning
students participating in
state, national and interna-
tional sports competitions.
From the year 2014 till now,
scholarships of more than Rs
53 crore have been provided
to more than 29,000 stu-
dents. The government has
opened sports nurseries to
hone the skills of sportsper-
sons from childhood. At
present, there are 1,489
sports nurseries in the state
where 37,225 sportspersons
are getting training, In these
nurseries, playersaged from
8 to 14 years and players
aged from 15 to 19 years are

being given incentives every
month.

The Chief Minisl aid 5
out of 6 medals in Paris
Olympics-2024 have been
won by the players of
Haryana. In the Paralympics
also, out of the 29 medals
‘won by the country, 8 medals
were won by the players of
Haryana. Earlier, 30 plavers
from the state participated in
‘Tokyo Olympies-2020 where
India won 7 medals, out of
‘which 4 medals were won by
the players of Haryana. Sim-
ilarly, the players of Haryana
also waved the Indian flagin
the Commonwealth Games.
43 players from Haryana
participated during the Birm-
ingham Commonwealth
Games-2022. In this, the
players of Haryana won 20
medals. These achievements
are the result of Haryana's
farsighted sports policies.

The Chief Minister said
along with physical fitness
and sports skills, a player
also needs mental balance,
diseipline and courage. The
development of these quali-
ties in a child starts from
his mother. The first coach of
a player is his mother and
there is no coach greater
than her.

The Chief Minister said
recently, the Central Gov-
emment has selected the
names of many players of the
state for the Arjuna Award
and Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award. These
include Manu Bhaker,
Saweety Boora and many
other names.

Punjab Guv & administrator UT Chandigarh
Releases Chandigarh Administration’s Calendar

_Chandy
The Chandigarh Adminis-
tration’s Calendar for 2025
was officially released on
Thursda Gulab Chand
Kataria, Governor of Punjab
and Administrator UT
wndigarh, at Punjab Raj
Bhavan.

The ceremony witnessed
the presence of esteemed
dignitaries, including Shri
Rajeev Verma, Advisor to
the Administrator, Shri
Surendra Yadav, DGP
Chandigarh, Shri Mandeep
Singh Brar, Home Secre-
tary,Ms. Prerna Puri, Se
retary Public Relations,

Abhijit Vijay Chaudhari,
Special Secretary to the Ad-
ministrator and Sh. Rajiv
Tewari, Director Public Re-
lations.

The Governor praised the
Department of Public Rela-

tions for creating a practical
and visually appealing one-
page calendar, highlighting
its role in promoting public
engagement. The calendar
will soon be widely distrib-
uted across Chandigarh.




By Priyanka Saurabh

Under the no detention
policy, no student from
class 1 to 8 could be
failed. However, now
these students can be
failed. Also, the failed
students will get the
opportunity to take
the exam again within
2 months. If they fail in
this too, they will not
be promoted to the
next class.

These are often talked
about, and the word
structural reforms has
become more of a jar-
gon while inclusive
growth is often heard
being said by political
leaders, which may not
be anything tangible.
Several economists do
not trust that the pres-
ent government has
been following a strate-
gy of inclusive growth as
policies and programmes
are by and large tiited to-
wards the upper echelons
of society.
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Create policies for holistic development/
life skills instead of pass/ fall

he abolition of the
no-detention  pol-
i y for students

ses 5 and 8 is a
ficant change in In-
dia’s education system.
Introduced under the
Right to Education Act,
the policy was aimed at
ensuring universal ac-
cess to education by pre-
venting student failure.
However, with concerns
of declining lenrning
outcomes, the amend-
ment seeks to strike a
balance between access
and quality education by
emphasizing academic
improvement. Abolish-
ing the no-detention
policy ensures that stu-
dents continue to re-
ceive education even if
they struggle academi-
cally, thereby reinforc-
ing the principle of uni-
versal access. Students
who would have been
expelled for failure now
h-l\ e the u]l])ol‘hmil\‘ to
NEe re-
ceive remedial support.
By retaining failing
students, the policy en-
courages active partici-
patio d accountabili-
ty while still prioritizing
universal access to ed-
ucation. Students who
fail in grade 5 now have
a chance to improve be-
fore moving to the next
grade, ensuring tlwv are
not left behind. The pol-
icy includes provisions
for remedial instruction,
promoting equitable ac-
cess by ensuring no stu-
dent is denied education
due to academic strug-
gles. For example, stu-
dents who fail in grade
5 receive special support

and retesting oppor-
tunities, helping them
to remain in the edu-
cation system. Parents
are actively involved in
identifving  struggling
students and monitor-
ing progress, ensuring
all children, regardless
of their performance, re-
ceive a quality education.

Parents are involved
in the learning process
through regular com-
munication with teach-
ers, ensuring that no
child is overlooked due
to academic failure. The
policy aims to prevent
students from dropping
out of school by encour-
aging them to remain
in the education system
by giving them multiple
opportunities to  suc-
ceed. After the policy
change, students who
fail in Class 8 are given
another chance to ap-
pear for the exams, re-
ducing the dropout rate.
The policy change also

prompts schools to iden-
tify students who need
additional support, tak-
ing a more customized
approach to  improve
learning outcomes. In
Kendriya  Vidyalayas,
struggling students are
now provided with addi-
tional eoaching to bridge
learning gaps, uring
better academic perfor-
mance.

The re-examination
S}‘Flt‘l" flll‘ll es on com-
petency-based tests
rather than rote learning,
ensuring that students’
learning outcomes are
more meaningful d
impactful. In  Sainik
Schools, the recently
implemented competen-
cy-based exams assess
practical knowledge, en-
abling students to un-
derstand core concepts
rather than memorizing
facts. The policy pro-
motes holistic develop-
ment by ensuring that
failing students receive

individual attention to

ss both academ-
ic and non-academic
needs. In Delhi govern-
ment schools, strug-
gling students receive
academic remediation
as well as psychological
and emotional support
to promote holistic de-
velopment.  Teachers
are now responsible for
identifying and address-
ing I(-nrnmg £ApS, ensur-
ing they invest more in
each student’s progress.

teachers
progress
individu-
students
subjects,

Classrooni
now maintain
records  and
ally monitor
struggling in
allowing for targeted
intervention strate-
gies. By providing mi
tiple chances to pi
the policy reduces the
stigma of failure, moti-
vating, students to stay
engaged and improve.
Students who had pre-
viously failed, at risk of
stigma, are now given a

B

Challenges for New Year
Reorient Development Strategy

ith the arriv-
al of the New
Year, there are

obvious challenges con-
sidering the not-so-fa-
vourable global geo-po-
litical situation as well
as problems such as
concerns over gmwil}ﬁ.
prulecliu sm1, subdue

investment climate, low
consumption and alarge
public debt. Recently,
Prime Minister Modi
held a high-level meeting
with leading economists
and experts to formulate
the government's strat-
egy for maintaining the
growth momentum. He
underscored the need
for a fundamental shift
in mindset to achieve
Viksit Bharat' (devel
oped India), emphasis-
ing structural reforms
and inclusive growth as
essential pillars of this

transformation.
These are often talked
about, and the word

struetural reforms has
become more of a jargon
while inclusive growth
is often heard being
said by political leaders,
which may not be any-
thing tangible.Several
economists do not trust
that the present govern-
ment has been following
a strategy of inclusive
growth as policies and
Frngl’mnmea are by and
uge tilted towards the
upper echelons of soci-
ety.

It is understood, the
meeting decided that
specific measures o
support sectors such as
MSMEs, agriculture and
manufacturing were dis-
cussed with an empha-
sis on addressing global
challenges and dom
tic  structural  issues.
However, the Prime
Minister Office (PMO)
release stated the need
for attracting private
investment and mobi-
lising public funds for
infrastructure  projects
to boost growth and cre-
ate jobs and promoting
finaneial inclusion.

Meanwhile, keeping
in view Donald Trump's
rhetoric on tariffs, India
can benefit so long as it
is prepared to play the
game by the American
President’s terms. This
means offering  some
trade or political con-
cessions in return for
favourable policies to-
wards India. In the po-
litical front, a sharpen-
ing of caste and religious
tensions is expected to
prevail as both Modi
and the Opposition seek
to gain at the other’s ex-
pense. With Delhi and
Bihar Assembly elec-
tions due in 2025, the
BJP will go all out to woo
the voter though the loss
in the latter’s neighbour-
ing Jharkhand may have
an effect and dethroning
the AAP in the nnuoual
Capital is going to be a
tough order.

Most expect the Un-
ion budget to follow the
same pro-husiness fo-
cus with expansion of
physical infrastructure
to favour the industry.
Stock markets will mir-
ror global trends though
there is a possibility
of the nifty moving up.
However, there is very
little possibility of a shift
towards the rural sector
as also the struggling
unorganised  working
nd this will res
in widening the dispari-
ty. The upper echelons of
society, including a sec-
tion of the middle class.
may continue to prosper
while the marginalised
and backward sections
will have to struggle for
a dignified existence.

1t is, however, signifi-
cant to mention that the
finance ministry recent-
ly told Parliament that
the Centre's thrust is
on improving the qual-
ity of public s nﬂing
while strengthening the
social security net for
the poor and the needy.
In the statement on de-
viation from the Fiscal

Responsibility & Budget
Management (FRBM)

Act targets, the ministry

also pointed out that the
government  remained
committed to pursue the
path for fiscal consoli-
dation and lower fiscal
deficit under 4.5 percent
by the next financial
year.

If spending is in-
creased, which obvi-
ously is a necessity and
without higher taxation
or a wealth tax of the
super-rich, keeping the
fiscal defieit below 5 per-
cent may be rather dif-
ficult. More allocations
are obviously necessary
in the rural sector, both
for social and physical
infrastructure devel-
opment, exceeding the
fiscal defiit may not
be much of a problem,
which is the opinion of
most  economi: But
the expenditure would
have to be productive

and help the marginal-
ised and backward sec-
tions.

It's worth mention-
ing here the Reserve
Bank of India’s ‘State
of the Economy’ report
(published in Decem-
ber) stated that the
slowdown in domestic
economic activity bot-
tomed out in the second
quarter of the current
fiscal and has “since re-
covered aided by strong

festive demand and
a k-up in rural ac-
tivities.”  Co-authored

by Michael Patra, RBI
Deputy Governor, the
report urged the need to
excoriate inflation and
revive investment with
bright prospects for pri-
vate consumption. The
report rightly expressed
concern about the slow-
down in government
capital expenditure
and suggested that fis-
cal spending, including
on capital expenditure,
could be hindered by the
slowing rate of nominal
GDP.

In this connection,
also refer to the latest re-
port of Ernest & Young
(EY) which suggested
recasting the National
Infrastructure Pipeline
(NIP) with revised tar-
gets for priority sectors
such as roads, railways,
smart cities, renewa-
Ne energy and power,

Plus, the report believed
there is need to achieve
a combined capital ex-
penditure allocation of
atleast 6 percent of GDP
annually for in
ture over the next five
years. Finally, it called
for major reforms in
India’s Fiscal Respon:
bility and Budget Man-
agement (FRBM) Act to
align fiscal policy with
the country’s ambitious
growth goals.

It would be better if
the government reori-
ented its development
strategy towards the
unorganised sector, the
small trader and the
small farmer and evolve
some way of ensuring a
regular incomefor them.
Added to this, there is
a need for encouraging
labour-intensive sectars
in a big way and giving
incentives to business
units, so that employ-
ment is created, which is
imperative at this stage.
Various studies have
confirmed that at least
one million jobs need
to be created per month
or at least 12 million per
annum.

Amidst  this, what
comes as a4 major sur-
prise is that the gov-
ernment is planning to
reduce the allocation
for the three Employ-
ment-Linked Incentive
(ELI) scheme by 30 per-
cent for the current fi-
nancial year, as per data
of the Union Labour
Ministry to a parliamen-
tary panel. The govern-
ment plans to spend
around Rs 6800 crore in
2024-25 on ELI scheme
against the finance min-

second chance, reduc-
ing_dropout rates and
facilitating persistence.
Eliminating the no-de-
tention policy balances
universal access with
improved !Fnrmng out-
comes. By
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ing -leul‘\\-lhlll!’\‘ aml
quality education, it can
improve teaching and
assessment.  However,
to make this change suc-
cessful, better training
of teachers, remedial
support, and better in-
frastrueture to strength-
en students’ foundation-
al skills are needed.

Instead of addressing
the root causes of the
poor quality of educa-
tion in the country, the
focus is on reintroduc-
ing the pass/fail system.
The need of the hour
is for all parties to act
more seriously, and it is
now time to make efforts
to address the remaining
issues. As a result, the
policy should be amend-
ed with Vlllld])h’ _adjust-
ments to the

w

negative impacts, or it
should be replaced with
a new, more halanced
aﬁpmm:l\. The main goal
should be to encourage
the holistic devel

of children and p:'m-ide
them with life skills,
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istry’s allocation of Rs
10,000 crore. It is un-
derstood that the inabil-
ity to spend the amount
is due to limited availa-
bility of time. However,
the total budgetary al-
location in the next six-
and-a-half years would
be Rs 1.07 lakh crore.

As a result, the rupee
is under great pressure,
hitting a record low of
over Rs 85 per dollar
with global economic
uncertainties and do-
mestic macro-economic
challenges very much
evident. In such a situa-
tion, investment must be
geared up, specially from
the private sector. More-
over, with wages not
increasing  significantly
for a major section of
the middle class, not to
speak of the low-income
groups, compared to
inflationary eonditions,
consumption is down
as affordable surplus is
not available to these
sections. These need to
be thoroughly examined
before presentation of
the Budget and remedi-
al action taken by gov-
emment planners and
economists, close to the
powers that be, to re-
dress the critical situa-
tion from getting worse.
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BY SUVEEN KUMAR

A day with no want,
life with no purpnw
job with no gain is as
vain as gone days and
the day you start believ-
ing it, you start living it.
Not all the days are to
desire, not every life is to
aspire and not every job
is to obtain. Sometimes
some days pass by like
they never came, a life
pent like it was never
given and a job is taken
where there is nothing
to achieve. Machines are
for humans, humans are
not for machines. Our
caleulated life with cal-
culated objectives turns
everything in number,
where there is a lot to
eount but there is noth-
ing you can count on.

It is okay to slow down,
hanging in, get lazy, get
untidy, go out of ways,
sleep late and wake up
late, not to push yourself,
stay unmotivated, be
carefree a carele:
It is sometimes okay
to relax at the time
of war, It's okay to
forget at the time

of exam, it's
okay to stuck
at the time
of presenta-

oy

Dear Reader, If you
have any news or you
have any suggestion
regarding our news-
paper or you have
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any government de-
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Advertisement
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tion, it's okay to hesitate
at the time of interview,
it's okay to try the dishes
you never liked, it's okay
to fry the meals you nev-
er thought, it's okay to
play the game you are
sure to lose, it's okay to
take the blame for the
things you didn’t do, it’s
okay to call someone
their name even when
you know it’s not them.

Shape you life howev-
er you like it, take your
chances whenever you
want it, rule your choice
whichever you ride in.
don't be so open that
you can't fold back and
so folded that you can’t
get lose. Every ride is

yours, ry choice s
yours, every blame is
yours every pride is

vours. Live the way you
want but don’t want so
much that you can't even
five. Want mportant
to live life not to fill life,
Alife full of longings and
wants, will die desperate
and hungry.

Moral: live the
life, for the life.
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SC agrees to hear Owaisi's plea for
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implementation of places of worship law

New Delhi

he Supreme Court

on hursday

agreed to examine

a plea of ATMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi
secking effective imple-
mentation of the 1991 places
of worship law which asks to
maintain the religious char-
acter of a placeas it existed
on August 15, 1947.

Abench comprising Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar or-
dered Owaisi's fresh plea
to be tagged with the pend-
ing cases on theissue and all
‘matters, along with his plea,
would be heard on February
17.

At the outset, advocate
Nizam Pasha, appearing for
Owaisi, the president of All
India Maijlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM), said
that the court is seized of
various pleas on the issue
and the fresh one may be
tagged with them as well.

“We will tag this,” said the
CIL

()wam filed the plea on
December 17, 2024,
through advocate Fuzail Ah-

mad Ayyubi.

On December 12, how-
ever, the bench headed by
the CJ1, while acting on a
batch of similar pleas
against the 1991 law, re-
strained all courts from en-
lv_nnmmg fresh suits and
passing any interim or final
orders in pending cases
secking to reclaim religions
places, p«muﬂdrlv mosques
and

The speual bench was
hearing about six petitions;
including the lead one filed

PM Modi to inaugurate
several development
projects in Delhi

-z

New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modiwill inauguratea slew
of development measures,
including 1,675 flats for the
residents of JJ clusters and
two urban redevel

T quarters at Samjini Nagar.

The World Trade Centre,
the statement said, has
transformed the area by re-
placing over 600 dilapidat-
ed quarters with state-of-
the-art ial towers,

projects in the city on Friday.

The Prime Minister's Of-
fice (PMO) in a statement
said that Modi will visit the
newly-constructed flats for
the dwellers of Jhuggi Jho-
pri (1)) clusters as part of
slum rehabilitation project at
Swabhiman Apartments in
Delhi's Ashok Vihar and

hand over keys to the eligi-
ble beneficiaries.
He will i 1675

offering around 34 lakh
square feet of premium com-
mercial space with advanced
amenities.

The project incorporates
green building practices with
provisions such as a zero-
discharge concept, solaren-
ergy generation and rain-
water harvesting systems.

The GPRA type-11 quar-
ters include 28 towers that

T St

newly constructed flats, the
PMO said, adding the de-
velopment is in line with
the prime minister's "hous-
ing for all” initiative.

The objective of the proj-
ectisto provide the residents
of JJ clusters in Delhi with a
bcttcr and healthier living

quipped with

! T2,500
units, offering modern
amenities and efficient use of

space.

The project’s design in-
corporates rainwater har-
vesting systems, sewage and
water treatment plants, and
solar-powered waste com-
pactors encouraging eco-

ious living, it said.

proper amenities and facil-
ities.

Forevery Rs 25 lakh spent
on construction of a flat by
the Central government, the
eligible beneficiaries pay less
than seven per cent of the to-

Modiwill also inaugurate
the CBSE's integrated office
complex at Dwarka built at
around Rs 300 crore. It in-
cludes offices, auditorium,
advanced data center and
comprehensive water man-

tal amount, comprising Rs  agement systemamongoth-
1.42 lakh as a nominal con-  ers. The ecofriendly building
tribution and Rs 30,000 for hn:.hecn constructed m h\gh
five years of mai tal

said. and was designed as per

The development push
from the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre comes
ahead of the assembly polls
in Delhi expected to be held
in February,

The BJP has been locked
in a bitter political con-
frontation with the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), in pow-
er in the city since 2013,
and is making all out efforts
to end its reign.

On Friday, Modi will also
inaugurate two urban rede-
velopment projects - the
World Trade Centre (WTC)
at Nauroji Nagar and the
General Pool Residential Ac-
commodation (GPRA) type-

Platinum Rating standards
of the Indian Green Building
Couneil, it said.

Among other initiatives,
the prime minister will lay
the foundationstone of three
new projects worth over Rs
600 crore in the Delhi Uni-
versity.

It includes an academic
block in the Eastern Campus
at Surajmal Vihar in East
Delhiand an academic block
in the Western Campus at
Dwarka. It also includes
building Veer Savarkar Col-
lege at Roshanpura, Najaf-
garh, ha ving state-of-the-
art facil
the ﬂdtﬂn?_ﬂt said.

by lawver Ashwini Upad-
hyay, challenging various
provisions of the Places of
Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991

The 1991 law prohibits
conversion of any place of
worship and provides for
the maintenance of the re-
ligious character of any
place of worship as it exist-
ed on August 15, 1947.

However, the dispute re-
lating to Ram Janmabhoo-
mi-Babri Masjid at Ayodhya
was kept out of its purview.

Owaisi's plea sought a di-
rection to the Centre to en-
sure effective implementa-
tion of the law while refer-
ring to instances where sev-
eral courts had ordered sur-
veys of mosques on pleas by
Hindu litigants, said his
counsel.

The top court, through
its December 12, 2024 or-
der, effectively stalled pro-

ceedings in about 18 law-
suits filed by various Hindu
parties seeking survey to
ascertain original religious

character of 10 mosques in-
cluding  Gyanvapi at
Varanasi, Shahi Idgah
Masjid at Mathura and
Shahi Jama Masjid at
Sambhal where four per-
sons' lives were snuffed out
in clashes.

Muslim bodies like Jami-
at Ulama-i-Hind seek strict
implementation of the 1991
law to maintain communal
‘harmony and to preserve
the present status of
mosques, sought to be re-
claimed by Hindus on the
ground that they were tem-
ples before invaders razed
them.

On the other hand, peti-
tioners like Updhyay have
sought setting aside of Sec-
tions 2, 3 and 4 of the Act.

Among the reasons was
also the contention that
these provisions took away
the right of judicial mmedy
to reclaim a place of worship
of any person or a religious
group.

"Ultimately, we will have
to hear the arguments,” the
bench had said, observing
the primary issue was with

regard to Section 3 and 4 of

the 1991 law.

While Section 3 deals
with the bar of conversion of
places of worship, Section 4
pertains to declarations as
to the religions character
of certain places of worship
and bar of jurisdiction of
courts, ete.

The Gyanvapi Mosque
‘management committee, in
its intervention plea, op-
posed several pending peti-
tions that challenge the con-
stitutional validity of the
1991 law.

The mosque committee
listed a series of contentious
claims made over the years
concerning various
mosques and dargahs
(shrines), including the
Shahi Tdgah Masjid in
Mathura, the Quwwat-ul-
Islam Mosque near Delhi's
Qutub Minar, the Kamal
Maula Mosque in Madhya
Pradesh, and others.

It therefore said the peti-
tions challenging the Act
were filed with "mischie-
vous intent” to facilitate
lawsuits against these reli-
gious sites, which the 1991
Act currently protected.

CISF says 'creditable’ steps led to lowest
number of suicides over last 6 years

B New Delhi

‘The Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) on
Thursday said it has record-
ed the lowest number of sui-
cides amongst its personnel
in2024 —at 15 — over a six-
year period due to some

stood at 25 (2023), 26
(2022), 21(2021), 18 (2020)
and 17 (2019).

“The CISF has taken cred-
itable steps in combating
this challenge by imple-
menting a series of proactive
measures, which has led to

P re-
solve the problems of its
staffers,

As per official data, the
foree, which guards vital and
sensitive installations in the
aerospace, nuclear and gov-
ernment domain, saw 15
deaths last year due to sui-
cide, a 9.86 per cent rate in
an organisation that has an
operational strength of over
1.51 lakh personnel.

The comparative data of
deaths due to suicide in the
foree over the last five years

reduction in sui-
cides of force members in
2024," said a CISF
spokesperson.

Asper the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB)
data, the spokesperson said
that the national suicide rate
stood at 124 per lakh in
2022,

In comparison, the CISF
y

last five years that suicide
rate in the CISF has fallen be-
low the national rate, the
spokesperson claimed.

The official said the CISF
has taken a series of steps to
address "mental health is-
sues” on "proactive” basis,
leading to a "substantial " re-
duction in suicides.

This inclides personalised
engagement by the officers
with the troops on the theme:
of 'know your men and hear
your men', stress manage-
ment through yoga and
games, online grievance re
dressal, tele-counselling on
mumul health issues for

Iy reduced its till last year
suicide rate 10 9.87 per lakh and taking action on mental
in 2024, adeclineofover40  health issues as recom-
percent from 2023," hesaid.  mended by the AIIMS.

Itis forthe first time in the

SC blames Punjab officials
for false impression on
breaking Dallewal's fast

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday pulled up the
Punjab government and
said its officials and some
farmer leaders are creating
a false impression in media
that attempts are being
made to break farmer
leader Jagjit Singh Dalle-
wal's fast,

Abench of Justices Surya
Kant and Ufjal Bhuyan said
it needs to clarify that court
has never directed to break
Dallewal's protest but is
only concerned with his
health and wants medical
aid to be provided to him
urgently.

Justice Surya Kant said
the court does not want to
say much but it appears
that Punjab government
officials and some farmer
leaders are making irre-
sponsible statements in
mediato further complicate
the situation an the ground.

"We need to check the
bonafide of some farmer
leaders towards Dallewal,”
the bench observed.

Punjab advocate general
Gurminder Singh denied
any such attempt to com-
plicate the situation and
said efforts are being made
to persuade Dallewal to
take medical aid without
breaking his fast.

Thebench said since the
chief secretary and the Di-
rector General of Police
(DGP) of Punjab are ap-
pearing virtually in the

matter, hopefully the
court's message will go
down the line,

It asked both officials to

file their affidavit indicating
compliance with the De-
cember 20 order in which
the court has directed the
Punjab government to shift
Dallewal to the nearby
medical facilities created
by the state.

Will implement recommendations of
expert panel on NEET-UG exam: Centre to SC

H

New Delhi ~
The Centre on Thursday told
the Supreme Court that it
would be implementing all
the corrective measures sug-
gested by its seven-mem-
berexpert panel on exam re-
forms after reviewing the
National Testing Agency's
functioning in holding
NEET-UG last year.

The top court on August 2,
last year refused to annul the
controversy-ridden NEET-
UG of 2024, saying there
was no sufficient material on
record at present to indicate
a systemic leak or malprac-
tice compromising the in-
tegrity of the examination.

It had also expanded the
remit of the sever-member
expert panel, headed by for-
mer Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) chief K
Radhakrishnan, to review
the functioning of the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)
and recommend exam re-
forms to make the NEET-

transfer and posting policy
launched recently is also a
step in ensuring better work-
life balance for its non-
gazetted rank officials, who
constitute almost 98 per cent
of it strength.

"CISFis committed to ex-
tend full support to its force
members in ensuring their
well-being and mental
health,” the spokesperson
said.

The CISF, which works
under the Union Home Min-
istry, guards 359 units across
the country, including 68
civil airports, historical mon-
uments like Taj Mahal and
Red Fort, the Delhi Metro,
Parliament House and many
other government and pri-
vate installations apart from
securing anumber of VVIPs.

UG (National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test Undergradu-
ate), transparent and free
from malpractices.

On Thursday, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre, ap-
prised a bench comprising
justices PS Narasimha and
Manoj Misra that the Cen-
tre-appointed committee
has filed its report and the
government will be imple-
menting all the recommen-
dations,

“We are going to imple-

Modigovernment created
economic turmoil: Kharge

New Delhi

The Congress on Thursday
alleged that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's new year
resolutions are nothing
short of ‘jumlas’ (thetoric)
destroying the lives of every
citizen.

In a post on X, Congress
president  Mallikarjun
Kharge said the government
has given nosolution for the
economic turmoil created
by it as he cited seven indi-
cators to substantiate his
point.

“The Modi government
has no solution for the eco-
nomic turmoil it has creat-
ed! Seven indicators thatil-
lustrate the extent of mess in
thelives of ordinary Indians.

"50 percent increase in
Gold Loans and 30 per cent
jump in gold loan NPAs.
Private consumption - the
total value of goods and
services purchased by
households has slowed
down in the last 8 quarters
and has not recovered to
pre-COVID levels,” he said
in his post.

Kharge said car sales
growth has plunged to a
four-year low and wages
have grown at a compound
annual rate of just 0.8 per
cent in the engineering,
manufacturing, process, and
infrastructure (EMPI) sec-
tors in the past 5
(2019-2023).

Food inflation, he said,
has averaged 7.1 per cent
over the last eight quarters.
Indirect taxation in the form
of GST on essential items
are depleting household sav-
ings which are at a 50-year
low, the Congress chief
claimed.

"Household financial lia-
bilities are now 6.4 per cent
of GDP - the highest in
decades. Rupee has hit all-
time low, forcing foreign
fund outflows and loss to
small investors worth lakhs
of erores.

"Narendra Modi ji, Your
annual "New Year Resolu-
tions' have been nothing
short of jumlas’ destroying
the lives of every citizén,"
Kharge alleged.

Congress general secre-
tary Privanka Gandhi Vadra
also said according to the
RBIL, the meome of Indian

years

WFFI

ment all the recommenda-
tions and it (matter) can be
listed after six months,” the
law officer said.

“The matter is adjourned
for three months. List this
special leave petition in the
month of April,” the bench
said.

families is continuously de-
creasing and the number of
borrowers is increasing.

"Dueto falling income, it
is becoming difficult to re-
pay the loan, as a result,
gold loans increased by 56
per cent in the first 7 months
of the current financial year,
but gold loan default in-
creased by 30 per cent.

"According to the World
Inequality Database, eco-
nomic inequality has in-
creased more during the
BJP rule than during the
British rule. More than half
of the country’s wealth is
owned by one percent of
the rich,” she said in a post
in Hindi on X.

Vadra claimed that pri-
vate constmption has fallen
for the last eight quarters
and household savings are
at a 5o-year low and jobs
have been declining con-
tinuously since demoneti-
sation and this trend is con-
tinuing.

The burden of indirect
taxes on middle and lower
income groups has in-
creased inflation, due to
which common people are
not able to support their
families, she said.

Quoting former prime
ministerJawaharlal Nehru,
she said, "Countries do not
rise by a few people sitting
on high chairs, countries
rise when crores of people
are happy and progress.”

"The Prime Minister gave
many slogans like 20 mil-
Tion jobs annually, '5 trillion
dollar economy', 'Vish-
wagura and 'New Year res-
olutions', but in reality his
economic wrong policies
have weakened crores of
countrymen,” the Congress
leader said.

Cong general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh also
alleged the government is
responsible for "stealing”
mangalsutras from women
due to rise in default on
gold loans in the country be-
cause of its cronyism, errat-
i policies and warped pri-
orities.

Ramesh said that people
are defaulting on at least 30
per cent of gold loans and
claimed women are losing
their gold, including man-
galsutras,

the time granted to the Cen-
tre-appointed seven-mem-
ber expert panel to file its re-
port on exam reforms.

The NEET-UG is con-
ducted by the NTA for ad-
mission in undergraduate
medical programs.

While expanding the
scope of the expert panel, the
top court had flagged multi-
ple lapses on the part of
NTA like the security breach
atan examination centre in
Jharkhand’s Hazaribagh
where the rear door of the
strongroom was opened and
unauthorised people were
permitted to access ques-
tion papers, transportation
of question papers by e-rick-
shaws and distribution of
wrongset of question papers

The entire report has not  among the candidates.
been pluwd on the records Besides Radhakrishnan,
as it dsomede-  other | f the expert
tails rng:u-dmg issues like  ecommittee are Randeep Gu-

printing of questions etc.
On October 21 last year,
the top court had extended

leria, B J Rao, Ramarmurthy
K, Pankaj Bansal, Aditya
Mittal and Govind Jaiswal.

Lack of tech transfer slowing climate action in India: Govt to UNFCCC

New Delhi

A concerning lack of tech-
nology transfer from de-
veloped countries has
forced India to rely heav-
ily on domestic resources
and stretch national ca-
pacity, slowing its efforts
to achieve critical climate
objectives. the government
has said in a biennial up-
date report (BUR) to the
UN climate change office.

In its fourth BUR sub-
mitted to the UN Frame-
work Convention on Cli-

mate Change (UNFCCC)
on December 30, India
said that in the absence of
promised technology and
financial support, it is
foreed to divert resources
from other essential needs
to develop these solutions
independently.

India had also raised
the matter at the UN cli-
mate conference in Baku,
Azerbaijan, in November
last year and urged devel-
oped nations to eliminate
intellectual property bar-

riers to technology trans-
fer that hinder climate ac-
tion in developing coun-
tries.

"India’s climate strategy
emphasises integrating
advanced technologies
across key sectors, such
as solar, wind, bioenergy,
electric vehicles, climate-
resilient agriculture, and
carbon capture to foster
low-carbon development
and build resilience.

"Despite substantial na-
tional efforts and invest-

ments, barriers like slow
international technology
transfer and intellectual
property rights (IPR) hin-
der the rapid adoption of
these technologies," the
BUR report said.

Biennial update reports
are submitted by devel-
oping countries to the UN-
FCCC every two years,
providing updates on
emissions, climate action
progress, and needs for
support in mitigation and
adaptation.

India’s previous BURs
have outlined essential
technologies required to
cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions and adapt to the
warming world.

However, none of the
required technologies have
been effectively trans-
ferred, facilitated, or made
available under the cur-
rent climate change
regime, the report said.

"This lack of technology
transfer has forced India
to rely heavily on domes-

tic resources and stretch
national capacity, slowing
its efforts to achieve criti-
cal climate objectives,” it
said. Technology transfer
is a critical component of
climate change mitigation
and adaptation that faces
both demand and supply-
side challenges which
must be addressed within
the framework of the
‘Common but Differenti-
ated Responsibilities and
Respective Capabi '
(CBDR-RC) principles.




Empty gas
cylinder found
near rail tack
in Kanpur
probe on

Kanpur/Saharanpur:
An empty five kilogram
gas cylinder was found
placed on the railway
tracks near the Barra-
jpur railway station here,
Government  Railway
police (GRP) said on
Thursday.

In a separate incident,
a major accident was
averted when a large
fragment of a metal was
found lying on the rail-
way track near Tapri on
the Haridwar railway
line in Uttar Pradesh’s
Saharanpur district on
Tuesday, officials said.

A safety team found
the cylinder on the
loopline  tracks  in
Shivrajpur on Wednes-
day during patrolling. It
was kept in a sack, the
officials said, as a probe
was launched into the
matter.

“Upon  receiving in-
formation GRP officials
along with the forensic
teams from Kanpur and
its neighbouring dis-
tricts reached the spot
and inspected the area
as well as the eylinder
and found it empty,” Su-
perintendent of Police
(GRP) Abhishek Verma
said.

Preliminary  informa-
tion suggested that the
cylinder was deliberate-
ly put on the tracks with
an intent to trigger pan-
ic, he added.

He said a special team
has been formed to in-
vestigate the matter
thoroughly and ensure
the early arrests of those
responsible behind it.

Meanwhile, the rail-
ways has also started a
detailed probe into the
matter that took place in
the early hours of Tues-
day, the officials said.

State govt to
allocate 22 new
hydropower
projects of 828
MW capacity: CM
Sukhu

Shimla:
Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu on

Thursday said the state
government is set to allo-
cate 22 new hydropower
projects with a total ca-
pacity of 828 MW.

The projects, ranging
from 6.5 MW to 400 MW,
are located across the dis-
tricts of Kullu, Chamba,
Kinnaur,  Lahaul-Spiti,
and Shimla.

He said the largest
allocation  comprising
nine projects with a total
capacity of 595 MW is
planned for the Chenab
river basin. Additionally,
eight projects totalling
169 MW are earmarked
for the Sutlej river basin,
t'nnr rojects with a com-

capacity of 55 MW
fur the Ravi basin and
one Uyroject with a capac-
9 MW for the Beas

He said for the first
time, the state govern-
ment would allot these
projects to other states,
union territories and cen-
tral and state undertak-

ings.

“The projects would be
assigned on a 40-year
lease with an upfront pre-
mium of Rs 10 lakh per
megawatt,” said the CM.

He said that aletter has
already been issued by
the Energy Directorate to
secretaries of states and
central undertakings in
this regard.

CM further said that
these projects would se-
cure power supply, in-
crease revenue through
free electrieity and boost
employment for local res-
idents.

“It will also foster de-
velopment in the sur-
rounding areas and pave
the way for Himachal
Pndhesh to become one
of the most prospero
states in India” headded
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Retired IAS IPS officers VCs to be
part of UP TB eradication campaign

Lucknow:

n alignment with

Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi's vision
of a “TB-Free India,’ Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath has
launched an innovative
initiative to accelerate
pmgre&: towards this

The Chief Minister has
entrusted retired IAS
and IPS officers, former
Vice Chancellors, ed-
ucationists, and other
senior citizens with the
pivotal role of ‘Nikshay
Mitra.'

As ‘Nikshay Mitras,’
they will actively con-
tribute to raising public
awareness and suj slpor#
ing efforts to eradicate

On Thursday, the
Chief Minister convened
a meeting with these
senior citizens, empha-
sizing the importance of
their cooperation in en-
suring the success of the
“TB-Free Uttar Pradesh’
campaign.

Welcoming retired IAS
and TPS officers, former
Vice Chancellors, and
senior citizens to a spe-
cial meeting, Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
highlighted Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's
vision of a ‘TB-Free In-
dia." He stated, “A strong

NS
India can only emerge
from a healthy India,
and India will gain true
power when it becomes
strong.”

The Chief Minister un-
derscored the urgeney of
eliminating TB, noting
that while the World
Tealth Organization has
set 2030 as the glob-
al target for a TB-free
world, Prime Minister
Modi has ambitiously
advanced India’s goal to
2025,

He pointed out that
India has the highest
number of TB patients

globally, and as Uttar
Pradesh is the most pop-
ulous state, its contribu
tion is critical to achiev-
ing this national goa

The Chief Mi
detailed the significant
strides made in Uttar
Pradesh towards TB
elimination and said,
“TB testing rates in the
state have quadrupled in
recent years, a substan-
tial increase in Nat and
X-ray machines has im-
roved diagnostic capa-
ilities, and the success
rate of TB treatment has
risen from 79% to 92%

Rahul Gandhi defamation case Plaintiff
cross-examined in Sultanpur court

Sultanpur (UP):

A special  MP-MLA
court in Sultanpur con-
ducted a hearing on
Thursday in a defama-
tion case against Lead-
er of Opposmuu Rahul
Gan and  further
proceedings  includin;
cross-examination will
continue on January 10,
a lawyer said.

The case pertains to
an alleged objection-
able remark made by
Rae Bareli Congress
MP about Union Home
Minister Amit Shah
during the 2018 Karna-
taka assembly elections,
prompting a local BJP
politician to file a com-
plaint,

“Today, cross-exami-
nation of the complain-
ant, Vijay Mishra, took
place. As the question-
ing could not be com-
pleted, the next hearing
has been scheduled for
January 10,” Gandhi's
lawyer Kashi Prasad
Shukla said.

Mishra’s lawyer, San-
tosh Kumar Pandey,
said, “Rahul Gandhi’s
counsel  cross-exam-
ined my client today re-
garding the defamation
case. The next steps will
proceed on January 10.”

The case was filed
in 2018 by Mishra, a

4

BJP politician and res-
ident of Hanumanganj
in Sultanpur's Kotwa-
li Dehat area. Mishra
alleged that Gandhi’s
remark on Shah during
the Karnataka elections
was offensive and had
deeply hurt him.

Over the past five
years, the case under-
went  multiple  pro-
ceedings, but Gandhi
reportedly failed to
appear in court. Con-
sequently, in Decem-
ber 2023, a warrant
was issued, compel-
ling Gandhi to appear
in the court. In Feb-
ruary 2024, the Con-
gress leader complied
with the summons and
the special magistrate
granted him bail on two

(. |

sureties of Rs 25,000
each

Following this, the
court instructed him to
record his _statement,
which was finally com-
pleted on July 26, 2024,
though after multiple
postponements.

In his statement,
Gandhi  pleaded not
guilty and claimed the
case was a part of a po-
litical conspiracy against
him. Subsequently, the
court directed the com-
plainant to present evi-
dence.

Although a hearing
was initially scheduled
for December 16, it was
postponed due to the
Judge’s leave and was
rescheduled for Janu-
ary 2.

/
over the past four years.”
Ie added, “Under the
Nikshay Poshan Yojana,
Rs 775 crore has been
disbursed via DBT to
the accounts of 27 lakh
TB patients to support
their nutritional needs
and preventive treat-
ment is being provided
to individuals living with
TB patients to curb the
spread of the disease.”
Emphasizing the im-
portance of public par-
ticipation, the Chief
Minister highlight-
ed that over 45,000
Nikshay Mitras have

The Chief Minister
has entrusted retired
IAS and IPS officers,
former Vice Chancel-
lors, educationists,
and other senior citi-
zens with the pivotal
role of ‘Nikshay Mi-
tra.’

adopted TB patients and
1,372 Gram Panchayats
in the state have already
been declared TB-free.
He called upon the as-
sembled retired officers

and educationists to
leverage their vast expe-
rience and commitment
to society by contribut-
ing to this national mis-
sion. He stressed that
every TB patient must
receive immediate, ac-
curate, and sustained
medical care, along with
Froper nutrition and
ily screening, to pre-
vent the disease from
spreading further.

“TB patients are inte-
gral members of society,
and it is our collective
responsibility to ensure
they are treated with
respect and dignity. As
Nikshay Mitras, you can
provide them with guid-
ance, support, and moti-
vation,” the Chief Minis-
ter said.

1372 cases settled in
revenue courts in just 2
Apoorv Devgan

days:

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:
Atleast1372 revenue cas-
es have been settled in
Mandi district through
revenue courts in just 2
days. Giving informa-
tion, DC Mandi Apoorv
Devgan said that the
public is getting full ben-
efit from the timely set-
tlement of revenue cases
in the revenue courts
being organized every
month in Mandi district.
The organization of rev-
enue courts has ensured
settlement of revenue
cases at the doorstep.
1372 revenue cases were
settled through the reve-
nue courts organized on
3oth and 31st December
Tast month. This includes
settlement of 63 cases of
partition, 111 of demar-
cation, 16 of correction in
revenue entries and 182
cases of transfer. Depu-
ty Commissioner Apurv
Devgan said that as per
the instructions of the
state government, reve-

nue courts are being or-
ganized every month in
Mandi district for quick
and timely settlement of
revenue matters, so that
people’s revenue matters
can be settled at their
doorstep.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said that instrue-
tions have been given to
all revenue officers for
timely settlement of rev-
enue related matters, Ile
said that in addition to
1372 cases settled in rev-
enue courts in the month
of December, 2203 cases
of transfer, 231 of parti-
tion, 637 of demarcation
and 66 cases of correc-
tion in revenue entries
were settled in tehsil and
sub-tehsil offices.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said that in the rev-
enue court, the maximum
75 cases of transfer were
settled by Naib Tehsildar
Sundarnagar, while 12
cases of partition were
settled by Sub-Tehsildar
Pangna.

UP on top spot in domestic tourist
arrivals for 3rd l year in a row

Lucknow: Uttar
Pradesh continues to
lead the nation in do-
meestic  tourist  arriv-
als, retaining its num-
ber one position for
the third consecutive
year. The achievement
also reflects the trans-
formative impact of
tourism on the state's
economy. Every tour-
ist contributes to local
employment  through
expenditures on accom-
modation, food, trans-
portation, and shop-
ping, thereby enhancing
the standard of living
for residents. Over time,
this influx directly bol-
sters both the state and
national economies.

To ensure UP remains
a top destination for
travelers, the Yogi Adit-
yanath government is
steadfast in its efforts
to guarantee the safety,
convenience, and seam-
less transportation of
tourists. Boasting the
highest number of op-
erational expressways
and three internation-
al airports, with the
fourth—Asia's  largest
international airport at
Jewar—set to open soon
after a successful tri-
al landing, the state is

continually  improving
the travel experience for
visitors. It now hasis
functional airports,
with six more currently
under construction.

On the infrastructure
front, six expressways
are operational, and
construction is under-
way on seven more. The
expansion of metro
services across major
cities further enhances
the tourist experience,
ensuring pleasant, safe,
and enjoyable journeys.
Guided by the ethos
of Atithi Devo Bhava
(Guest is God), the UP
government is commit-
ted to providing world-
class facilities and en-
suring that every tourist
leaves with  lasting

Inter-community clash at team shop
in Bahraich leaves 3 injured two held

Bahraich (UP):

A dispute at a tea shop
here  escalated into
a clash between two
groups from different
communities,  leaving
three people injured in-
cluding two women, po-
Tice said on Thursday.

The incident occurred
on Wednesday at Sad-
huapur village in Hardi
area. A case has been
registered under rele-
vant sections and two
people have been arrest-
ed, the police said.

Police have been de-
ployed in the area to
maintain law and order
though officials have dis-
missed claims of a com-
munal angle calling it a
private dispute between
two parties involved.

“The incident occurred
at a tea shop in Sad-
huapur village while
locals Gulshan Bajpai

ad Tbran were h:;ving

snacks. -An  argument
turned into a physical
fight,” Mehsi Circle Of-
ﬁcer (CO) DK Srivastava
said.

Thran's father, Sipahi,
filed a written complaint
at the Hardi police sta-
tion, alleging that Gul-
shan Bajpai and Sarvesh
Bajpai  attacked  his
ag-year-old son, daugh-

ter 'iaLmona (40) and
a relative Noorjahan
(48) with sticks, injuring
them, he said.

Based on the com-
plaint, an FIR was reg-
istered under Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita sections
110 (attempt to culpable
homicide), 115(2) (vol-
untarily causi hurt),
352 (intentional insult
with intent to provoke

breach of peace), and
351(3) (criminal intimi-
dation), Srivastava said.

The duo has been ar-
rested and the injured
are undergoing treat-
ment with their condi-
tion stated stable, he
added.

The CO  further
said that the incident
stemmed from an old
altercation between the
two families who reside
nearby.

A thorough investiga-
tion is being conducted,
and appropriate legal
action will follow. There
is no communal tension
at the site and police
is deployed to ensure
peace and order, the of-
ficer said.

Sadhuapur village,
where the incident oe-
curred, is located about
three kilometers from
Maharajganj town in the

Hardi area, which had
also witnessed commu-
nal violence on October
13 during a Durga idol
immersion procession.
Disputes over playing
of music at the proces-
sion led to a clash, dur-
ing which Ramgopal
Mishra (21) from Rehua

Mansoor village was
killed.
The violence subse-

quently spread to Mahsi,
Maharajganj,  Sadhua-
pur, and parts of Bahra-
ich city, leading to wide-
spread arson, vandalism,
and property damage
worth crores.

Several  individuals
were injured in the riots,
drawing significant at-
tention across the state
and nation. In the after-
math, many police offi-
cials, including station
in-charges and senior of-
ficers, were transferred.

memories of the state.

To achieve this, the gov-
ernment has introduced
initiatives such as train-
ing tourist guides and
deploying specially
trained tourism police
in select locations.
Recognizing tourism's
growing  importance,
educational institu-
tions are launching new
programmes.  IGNOU,
for example, has intro-
duced a tourism degree
focused on Kashi and its
surroundings, with sim-
ilar initiatives expected
to follow, boosting the
sector's  development.
Tourism  Department
officials here on Thurs-
day said that the state
has witnessed exponen-
tial growth in tourist

numbers over the past
five years, with 8.70
crore visitors in 2020,
rising to 10.97 crore
in 2021, 32.18 crore in
2022, and 48.01 crore

in 2023.
By June last, the state
had already record-

ed 32.98 crore visitors.
Over the last seven
vears, UP has hosted
a total of 198.08 crore
domestic and interna-
tional tourists, official
claimed. With the Ma-
hakumbh in Prayagraj
scheduled for 2025,
this figure is projected
to rise to an average
of 35-40 crore visitors
annually, further estab-
lishing Uttar Pradesh as
a leading tourism hub
in the country.

Himachal CM flags-off educational
tour for orphaned kids under welfare

Shimla:
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister  Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Thurs-
day flagged off a 13-day
educational and recrea-
tional tour for orphaned
children, officially re-
ferred to as “children
of the state”, under its
Sukh Aashray scheme.

This is the first batch
of children for the tour,
comprising 16 girls and
six boys. The CM wished
them an enriching and
memorable journey as
they departed in a vol-
vo bus.

On this  occasion,
Sukhu said that the state
government enacted a
law for orphaned chil-
dren and had adopted
6,000 of them under

this legislation.
“The government
launched the Sukh

Aashray Yojana to en-
sure their welfare and
provide for their ed-
ucational needs. This
scheme aims to empow-
er these children and

support them in be-
coming self-reliant. As
part of this initiative,
the children will visit
places such as Chan-
digarh, Delhi, and Goa
for exposure and learn-
ing,” he said.

“The group will visit
Chandigarh from Janu-
ary 2 to 4 and stay at Ii-
machal Bhawan, Chan-
digarh. They will then
travel to Delhi on Jan-
uary 5 via the Shatab-
di Express and explore
various historical land-
marks until January
8. On January 9, the
children will fly to Goa,
where they will stay in a
three-star hotel and visit
key tourist and historic
attractions,” he said.

“They are scheduled to
return to Chandigarh on
January 14," he added.

Sukhu reiterated that
the government acts as
parents for these chil-
dren and is committed
to ensuring their right-
ful access to state re-
sources,
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Gunman who
killed at least
12 people in
shooting, dies
by suicide
Podgorica (Montenegro)
A gunman who fatally
shot at least 12 people,
including two children,
in Montenegro has killed
himself while surround-

edlll?;én:hce, officials said

At least four others
were wounded in the
shooting rampage in the
western town of Cetinje
on Wednesday that fol-
lowed a bar brawl, offi-
cials said.

The shooter, identi-
fied as 45-year-old Aco
Martinovic, killed the
owner of the bar, the bar
owner's children and his
own family members,
Interior Minister Danilo
Saranovic said.

The attacker, who fled
after the rampage, was
later located and sur-
rounded by police. He
died after shooting him-
self in the head, Sarano-
vic said.

Police had dispatched
a special unit to search
for the attacker in the
town, which is located
about 3o kilometres
northwest of the capital,
Podgorica. All the roads
in and out of the city
have been blocked as po-
lice swarmed the streets.

Saranovic said that
Martinovic had  died
while being taken to a
hospital in the capital
and succumbed from
the “severity of his inju-
ries.”

The government has
declared three days of
national mourning start-
ing on Thursday, with
Prime Minister Milojko
ngmc describing  the

ooting as a “terrible
tragedy.”
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US Army veteran who killed 15 in New
Orleans attack was inspired by Islamlc State

__ New Orleans (US

- Army veferan

A\: ho drove a pick-

p truck into a

crowd of New Year's rev-

ellers in New Orleans,

killing 15 people, had

posted videos to social

media hours before the

carnage saying he was

inspired by the Islamic

State group and express-

ing a desire to kill, the
president said.

The FBI said it was
investigating early
Wednesday's attack in
which the driver steered
around a police block-
ade and slammed into
revellers before being
shot dead by police as a
terrorist act and did not
believe he acted alone.

Investigators  found
guns and what appeared
to be an improvised ex-

losive device in the ve-

icle — which bore the
flag of the Islamic State
group — along with oth-
er explosive devices else-
where in the city's famed
French Quarter.

President Joe Biden
said Wednesday evening
that the FBI found the

videos the driver post-
ed to social media. He
called the attack a “des-
pu.ahle and “heinous

T'he rampage turned
festive Bourbon Street
into a macabre scene of
maimed victims, blood-
ied bodies and pedes-
trians fleeing for safety
inside nightclubs and
restaurants, In  addi-
tion to the dead, dozens
of people were hurt. A
college football playoff
game at the nearby Su-
perdome was postponed

until Thursday.

Zion Parsons, 18, of
Gulfport, Mississippi,
said he saw the truck
“barreling through,
throwing people like in
a movie scene, throwing

ple into the
“Bodies, bodies all up
and down the street,

everybody  screaming
and  hollering,”  said
Parsons, whose friend
Nikyra Dedeaux was
among the people killed.
“This is not just an
act of terrorism. This
is evil” New Orleans

Police  Superintendent
Anne Kirkpatrick said.

The attack is the latest
example of a vehicle be-
ing used as a weapon to
carry out mass violence
and the deadliest IS-in-
spired assault on US soil
in years.

The driver “defeated”
safety measures in place
to protect pedestrians,
Kirkpatrick said, and
was “hell-bent on creat-
ing the carnage and the
damage that he did.”

The FBI identified the
driver as Shamsud-Din

Jabbar, 42, a US citizen
from Texas, and said it
was wm'king to deter-
mine any potential as-
sociations with terrorist
organisations.

“We do not believe
that Jabbar was solely re-
sponsible,” FBI Assistant
Special Agent in charge
Alethea Duncan said at a
news conference.

Investigators  found
multiple improvised ex-
plosives, including two
pipe bombs that were
concealed within cool-
ers and wired for remote
detonation, according to
a Louisiana State Police
intelligence bulletin ob-
tained by The Associated
Press.

The bulletin, relying
on preliminary infor-
mation gathered soon
after the attack, also cit-
ed surveillance footage
that it said showed three
men and a woman plac-
ing one of the devices,
but federal officials did
not immediately confirm
that detail and it wasn't
clear who they were or
what connection they
had to the attack, if any.

Indian grant to rehab
develop Sri Lanka's
north boatyard

___Colombo____
India will provide Sri
Lankan Rupees 290
million to develop the
Karainagar Boatyard in
the Northern Province
of the island nation, the
Indian High Commission
said here on Thursday.

The project envisages
rehabilitation of Karain-
agar Boatyard of the
Cey-Nor Foundation
Ltd, incorporated under
the Ministry of Finance,
Planning and Economic
Development and oper-
ating under the Ministry
of Fisheries, Aquatic and
Ocean Resources.

“An MoU was signed
and exchanged by High
Commissioner of India
to Sri Lanka Santosh
Jha and the then High
Commissioner of  Sri
Lanka to India Kshenu-
ka Dhireni Senewiratne
on December 16," the
High Commission said
in a release.

The project will cover
civil works and procure-
ment, including installa-
tion ofplam machinery,
equipment,  material,
services etc. Once fully

operational, the reha-
bilitated  boatyard will
augment livelihood op-
portunities of local fish-
ermen, create more job
opportunities in the area,
including through small
establishments around
the boatyard, and help
enhance the supply of
quality fisheries prod-
ucts, the release said.

With a development
cooperation  portfolio
with Sri Lanka of over
USD 5 billion, India has
people-centric  develop-
ment assistance  initia-
tives in virtually all major
sectors in Sri Lanka, the
High Commission said.

“Notable past projects
in the Northern Prov-
ince include construc-
tion and renovation of
over 41,000 houses; a
state-of-the-art _ Cultur-
al Centre at Jaffna as a
reconciliation roject;
removal of wrecks and
dredging at Kankensan-
thurai Port; and con-
struction and repairs at
numerous schools and
hospitals across Jaffna,
Kilinochchi, Mullaithivu
and Vavuniya.

Pakistan military accepts mercy petitions of 19 convicts involved in May 9 violence

v on
sday said that it has
accepted the mercy pe-
titions of 19 convicts in-
volved in attacks on the
army facilities on May 9,
2023.

On May 9, 2023, for-
mer prime minister
Imran Khan's Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  party
supporters allegedly at-
tacked several military
installations, including
the army headquarters
in Rawalpindi and the
18I building in Faisal-

abad, to vent their an-
ger against the arrest of
their party founder in a
corruption case,

Hundreds of  sus-
pects were arrested in
the countrywide swoop.
Cases of more than 100
civilians were sent to the
military court for trial
because they were in-
volved in the attack on
military installations.

In December, military
courts sentenced 85 ci-
vilians to prison terms
ranging from two to ten
years for their roles in

the violence.
According to a state-

ment issued by the army
on Thursday, the sequel

to the promulgation of
punishments to the May
9 tragedy convicts, they
have exercised their
right to appeal and have
asked for mercy and re-
mission in their punish-
ments.

It said that 67 convicts
had given their mercy
petitions, adding that
“48 petitions have been
processed to Courts of
Appeal, while petitions
of 19 convicts have been
accepted purely on hu-
mamtarian grounds in
accordance with law”.

Tt further stated that
the mercy petitions of
the remaining convicts
will be decided in due
course of time, following
the legal process.

“The remission of pun-
ishments is a testament
to the strength of the
due process and fairness,
which ensures that jus-
tice is served while also
taking into account the
principles of compas-
sion and mercy,” it said.

The army said that all
those whose mercy ap-
peals had been accepted

would be released after
the completion of proce-
dural formalities.

It also said that all
those convicted retain
the right of appeal and
other legal remedies as
per the law and the con-

lon.

It is the second batch
of those involved in the
attacks being released.
Earlier in April 2024,
the release of 20 con-
victs was also carried
out on humanitarian
grounds in accordance
with the law.

EV players to meet
Goyal on Friday discuss
infra-related issues

New Delhi
Stakeholders from the
electric vehicle (EV) sec-
tor will hold a meeting
with Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush
Goyal here on January
3 on issues, including
infrastructure  related
to charging and battery
swapping, sources said.

They said that officials
from the Department
of Heavy Industries are
expected to attend the
meeting.

Representatives
from Tata, Mahindra,
Mercedes-Benz  India,
Hero MotoCorp, and oth-
er companies have been
invited to the delibera-
tions, they added.

Earlier in March last
year, the government
rolled out an electric-ve-
hicle policy, under which
duty concessions will be
given to companies set-
ting up manufacturing
units in the country with
a minimum investment
of USD 500 million.

The companies set-
ting up manufacturing
facilities for e-vehicles
are allowed to import a
limited number of cars
at lower customs duty.

The policy seeks to
promote India as a man-
ufacturing  destination
for EVs and attract in-
vestment from reputed

global EV manufactur-
ers, [Towever, no compa-
ny has availed the bene-
fit of the policy so far.

The fast-growing EV
market in India is catch-
ing the eyes of global
players. India's electric
vehicles market is ex-
pected to grow to one
crore units in annual
sales by 2030 and cre-
ate five crore direct and
indirect jobs, according
to the Economic Survey
2022-23.

As per industry esti-
mates, the total EV sales
in India stood at around
10 lakh units in 2022,

In India, Tata Motors
is the leading player in
passenger electric ve-
hicles. The company's
current EV portfolio
comprises Nexon EV
range, Tiago EV and
Tigor EV.

India will ensure suf-
ficient charging infra-
structure to support
the massive adoption of
electric vehicles across
the country, according
to HD Kumaraswamy,
Union  Minister  for
Heavy Industries.

The government has
plans to install 10,763
public charging sta-
tions across the coun-
try under the FAME-IT
scheme.
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India-EFTA trade pact likely to be
implemented before end of 2025: Goyal

New Delhi
he  implementa-
tion process of
free trade agree-
ment (FTA) between In-
dia and the four-nation
European bloc EFTA is
progressing fast and is
expected to come into
force before the end of
this year, Commerce and
Industry Minister Pi-
yush Goyal said.

The two sides signed
the Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement
(TEPA) on March 10,
2024. Under the pact,
India has received an
investment commitment
of USD 100 hillion in 15
years from the grouping
while allowing several
products such as Swiss
watches, chocolates and
cut and polished dia-
monds at lower or zero
duties.

The European Free
Trade Association
(EFTA) members are
Iceland, Liechtenstein,

Norway, and Switzer-
land.
"Yes, EFTA is pro-

gressing very fast," Go-
val told PTT when asked
if the agreement would
come into effect this
year,

The minister said the
Swiss Council of States
has approved the agree-

«

.-
ment and now will go to
their National Council
for approval.

"So this overwhelming
support in political eir-
cles in Switzerland for
the TEPA with EFTA is
truly a sign of the times
to come... and in their
statemcnt also, it shows
that that it has cleared
an important hurdle and
they are hoping to bring
in entry to force by au-
tumn of 2025, before
the end of calendar year
2025," Goyal said.

The bloe committed an
investment of USD 100
billion -- USD 50 billion
within 10 years after the

implementation of the
agreement and anoth-
er USD 50 billion in the
next five years -- which
would facilitate the cre-
ation of 1 million direct
jobs in India. This is a
first-of-its-kind ~ pledge
agreed upon in any of
the trade deals signed by
India so far.
The commitment is
the key substance of
the TEPA (Trade and
Economic  Partnershi

Agreement), which tool

almost 16 years to con-
clude, for India in return
for opening its markets
for several products
coming from the EFTA

nations.
There is a provision in
the agreement that if the

e —
The two sides signed
the Trade and E:o-

India's textile
exports grew
7 pc to USD
21.35bn

New Delhi
India’s textiles and ap-
pare] exports, includ-

the pact, India has re-
ceived an investment
commitment of USD
100 billion in 15 years
from the grouping
while allowing several
products such as Swiss
watches, chocolates
and cut and polished

diamonds at lower or
zero duties.

ment due to an elabo-
rate ratification process
of these pacts in differ-
ent countries. In India,

proposed in
would not come be-
cause of some reasons,
India can suspend duty
concessions to the four
countries,

Domestic custom-
ers will get access to
high-quality Swiss prod-
ucts such as watches,
chocolates, biscuits, and
clocks at lower prices
as India will phase out
customs duties under
the trade pact on these
goods over 10 years.

It is taking time to
implement the agree-

such agr are
approved by the union
Cabinet, in EFTA coun-
tries, they need approval
from their parliament,

On the progress of FTA
negotiations with other
countries, Goyal said he
has held meetings with
the new UK trade minis-
ter on the proposed pact.

India and the UK are
expected to hold the
next round of talks for
a proposed FTA later
this month to resolve the
pending issues and close
the negotiations.

Govt clears PLI incentive of Rs 246 cr sought by M&M, TaMo

Mini :tn qﬂledvy Indus-
s approved incen-
tive claims of Rs 246 crore
submitted by Mahindra &
Mahindra and Tata Mo-
tors under the Rs 25,938
crore PLI scheme for
the automobile and auto
components industry, of-
ficials said.

Minister for Heavy In-
dustries and Steel H D
Kumaraswamy has ex-
pressed satisfaction with
the progress made by

auto original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs)
toward achieving lo-
calized manufacturing
through initiatives like
PLI scheme.

He also congratulated
Tata Motors and M&M
for developing this ca-
pability and exuded
confidence that more
applicants would take
advantage of the PLI
scheme.

According to sources,
Tata Motors submitted

an incentive claim of ap-
proximately Rs 142.13
crore based on deter-
mined sales in FY 2023-

24.
The eligible sales of
Advanced  Automotive
Technology (AAT) prod-
ucts from Tata Motors
include the Tiago EV
(electric four-wheeler),
Starbus EV (electric bus
), and Ace EV (electric
cargo vehicle), totalling
Rs 1,380.24 crore.
Mahindra & Mahindra

submitted an incentive
claim of Rs 104.08 crore
based on determined
incremental sales  of
AAT products totalling
Rs 800.59 crore for FY
20! 4, with a cumu-
lative investment of Rs
978.30 crore, officials
said.

The eligible sales from
their egW models, in-
cluding Treo, Treo Zor,
and Zor Grand amount
to Rs 836.02 crore, sup-
parted by a certificate of

domestic value addition
(DVA) issued by the Au-
tomotive Research Asso-
ciation of India (ARAT).

"The total claims from
these two applicants
amount to approximate-
ly Rs 246 crore, which
have been examined
and recommended by
the Project Management
Agency (PMA) and sub-
sequently approved hy
Ministry of Heavy In-
dustries (MII)," an offi-
cial said.

The scheme aims to
enhance Tndi manu-
facturing capabilities in
AAT products, address
cost disabil , and es-
tablish a robust supply
chain.

Approved on Septem-
ber 15, 2021, the PLI
scheme is designed to
operate from FY 2023-
24 to FY 2027-28, with
incentive disbursements
scheduled from FY
2024-25 to FY 2028-29.

Under this scheme,

incentives of 13-18 per
cent are offered for
components related to
electric vehicles and hy-
drogen fuel cells, while
other AAT comp S

nomic P |ng grew
Agreement (TEPA) on 7 per cent during the
March 10,2024, Under  APril-October

period
to USD 21.35 billion,
the government said on
Thursday.

The outbound ship-
ments from the sector
stood at USD 20 billion
in the same period of the
previous financial year,
FY 2023-24,

"The Ready Made
Garments (RMG) cat-
egory with exports of
USD 8,733 million has
the largest share (41
per cent) in the total ex-
rons (USD 21,358 mil-
ion) during the period
of April-October of FY
2024-25, followed by
Cotton Textiles (33 per
cent, USD 7,082 mil-
lion), Man-Made Tex-
tiles (15 per cent, USD
3,105 million)," the Tex-
tiles Ministry said.

Growth of exports was
observed in all princi-
pal commodities dur-
ing April-October of FY
2024-25, as compared to
corresponding period of
FY 2023-24, except wool
and handloom, which
declined by 19 per cent
and 6 per cent, respec-
tively, the Ministry said.

Meanwhile, the over-
all import of textiles and
apparel including handi-
crafts declined 1 per cent
during the April-Octo-
ber period of FY 2024-
25 (USD 5,425 million),
compared to the same
period of FY 2023-24
(USD 5,464 million).

The de tex-

receive incentives of 8
per cent and 13 per cent.
As  of September,
2024, the scheme has
already facilitated an
investment of Rs 20,715
crore, leading to incre-
mental sales of Rs 10,472
crore, said an official.
Ageney

tiles category with im-
port of USD 1,859 mil-
lion has the largest share
(34 per cent) in the total
imports (USD 5,425 mil-
lion) during the period
of April-October of FY
2024-25, as there is a de-
mand-supply gap in this
sector, the Ministry said.
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ricket

Look its tough and there is

“ always going to be hype
when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
Is In rare company at his
age—— Simon Katich

Split Wide Open Gautam Gambhir _ i
Rohit ignore each other on match eve miss tour of Sri Lanka

Sydney
twas around half past one when
Guutam Gambhir walked towards
the centre strip at the Sydney
Cricket Ground with Jasprit Bum-
rah in tow.

A few minutes later, Rohit Sharma
also joined the duo in the middle but
there was hardly any communication
between the head coach and the desig-
nated captain,

Then Gambhir showed up at the
ateh 11

h
p P the
captain attends it) and chose not o con-
firm Rohit's place in the playing eleven
for the fifth and final Test.

“We will look at the pitch and decide,”
Gambhir said when asked about Rohit's
place in the team.

In the media interaction, Gambhir
also spoke about “honesty” and “per-
formance being only criteria to be in In-
dian dressing room” and soon after that,
he was seen engaged in a conversution
with Bumrah while the rest of his tearn-
mates were warming up with a round
of foot volley.

All present at the SCG witnessed a

| : breakd

1}
between skipper und the head coach.

There were already enough indica-
tions but the developments on Thurs-
diay made one thing as clear as daylight.
Rohit Sharma is no longer in coach
Gautam Gambhir's scheme of things af-
ter scoring just one second innings
half-century in the eight Tests that he
has played this season,

It is leamnt that an influential ericket
administrator, who commandsa lot of
respect inthe BCCL has had a woed with
the head coach to explore if the skipper
can be allowed to play the Sydney
game and bow out from the Test arena.
However, the head coach’s priority is to

Marsh dropped
Starc declared fit
for BGT finale

Sydney
All-rounder Bean Webster will re-
place an out-of-form Mitchell Marsh in
Australia’s squad for the fifth and final
Test against India, home skipper Pat
Cummins said here on Thursday.

The g3-vear-old Marsh scored only
73 runs in seven innings across four
Tests and Cummins cited this as the
reason for his axing. He has bowled
merely 33 overs in the series so far,
claiming just three wickets.

"We have one change in our side.
Beau Webster comes in place of Mitch
Marsh. Mitch knows that he hasn't
soored enough nins," Cumimine said at

ensure India wins in Sydney and re-
mains in hunt fora place in the WIC fi-
nal,

Such is the state of affairs that Rohit
was more comfortable speaking to his
deputy Bumirah and chairman of se-
lectors Ajit Agarkar than Gambhir.

After a game of foot volley in which
Rohit and Rishabh Pant were on one
side and Virat Kohli on the other, sud-
denly the penny dropped with a differ-
ent looking slip cordon.

‘While Pant was behind the stumps
for the slip catching session, the for-
mation behind the batter had Virat
Kohli at first slip, KL Rahul at second,
Nitish Kumar Reddy at third with
Yashasvi Jajswal manning the gully.

There were no signs of Rohit yet as
ane headed to the net practice area out-
side the main stacium.

Ravindra Jadeja was the first one in
the nets to receive throwdowns but then
Kohli entered followed by Jaiswal and

KL Rahul. When Shubman Gill joined
the fourth net, the batti of

other end conversing with video analyst
Hari Prasad. They stood in their re-
spective places and there was not even
minimal interaction between the two,

After the top-order had almost fin-
ished their session, Rohit entered the
nets. [twas just like MCG where he had
come to bat after all recognised batters
had finished their stint even though he
was set to open the innings.

How did Rohit look during his 30-
odd minutes of practice? To be honest,
he looked a shadow of his old self. He
was bowled after missing the line of T
Dilip's throwdown. His reaction tode-
liveries were late.

The most interesting aspect was
when Rohit was hatting, at the adjacent
nets, it was Reddy who was looking in
fine touch as he middled most deliver-
ies. The head coach was standing at the
umpire’s position in the youngster's nets

the top-order became somewhat clear.
All this while, Rohitand Bumrah were
in the dressing room.

The one who looked the most edgy
was Kohli, who was in fact bowled
twiee during the session - once by Ni-
tish Reddy and other time by Wash-
ington Sundar

In one of the throwdown nets, Pant
was facing Dayanand Garani.

Once Pant fimshed his nets, rather
than walking back to the dressing
room, he walked towards the small
wooden gallery where a middle-aged
couple were sitting. They happened to
be Gill's parents, the only ones allowed
in the gallery area.

After nearly 35 minutes, Rohit quietly
walked into the net arena and without
his kit.

While Gambhirstood at the farthest
net, talking to Bumrah, Rohit was at the

We will meet when you get better Kapil
Dev tells an emotional Vinod Kambli

Mumbai
Legcmiary all-rounder Kapil Dev has
d former India batter Vinod

the p teh press

“Mitchie obviously hasn't quite got
te runs or perhaps wickets said he
would have liked this series. So, it felt
like it wiss time for a freshen up and
Beau's been with the squad. He's been
great. But 1 feel lilke now is a good week
for HBeau to get a chance.”

The 31-year-old Webster, who
played against India A in November,
has seored 5247 runs and taken 148
wickets in first-class ericket, Webster
has been in good form in the Shefficld
Shicld as well and averaged over 55 last
seasan,

"He's just been one of those star per-
formers for Tasmania with the bator
ball, orin the field. He always scems to
have a big impact, quite aggressive.
(He) ean change the game, like we've
seen Mitch Marsh or Travis Head or
Alex Carey do in that middle order.”

Cummins admitted that Webster's
crafty bowling played arole in the de-
cision, That was definitely a factor. It's
always nice to have a fifth bowler that
bowls quite alot for Tasmania. Soif we
need to call on that, we can.

"Firstly, if you're going to bat six. you
picked for your batting, which he's
shown in Shield over the last couple
years when he takes the game on,
and he's really changed some games for
“Tasmania, That pace bowling of Beau's
going 1o be handy,” said Cummins.

However, Cummins asserted that
the Boxing Day match will not be
Marsh's last Test for Australia.

"Particularly here in Australia, when
a batter misses out or gets dropped, it's
always seen asa big thing, but it's not
the case. We love pulling a squad of
yi.wer\ together who we can callonat

it times, and we thought the
time was right for Mitchy to have a
freshen-up and miss this one.

"But doesn't mean that he won’t be
back in the team at some point,” the
skipper said.

l\.amhh who walked out of a Thane
hospital here, to visit him at the ear-
liest.

Kambli was admitted in ICU on
December 21 due to health compli-
cations which ineluded urinary in-
fection and cramps but doctors later
said the 52-year-old also had clots in
his brain.

On Wednesday, Kambli moved
out of the hospital appearing physi-
cally frail but high in spirits, and
posed for photographs with the hos-
pital staff, besides playing a short
game of cricket.

Shailesh Thakur, director of Akru-
ti Hospital, said during Kambli's
hospitalisation, he had also made a
video call to former India captain
Kapil Dev whase batch of 1083 Warld
Cup winners have also extended
their offer to help the Mumbai crick-
eter.

“Hi Kapil paaji how are vou,”
replied an emotional Kambli to

Unfortunate that India aren't

Sydney

Former Australia all-rounder Shane
Watson termed India's inability to
travel to Pakistun for the Champions
Trophy as "unfortunate” but said the
1CC showpiece will offer star batters
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma a chance
to liberate themselves from a pro-
longed form slump.

The global governing body has
adopted the ‘Hybrid' model for this
edition of the CT with India scheduled
to pliy its matches at a neutral venue
in Dubai.

“It's unfortunate that things have
worked out that way for sure. But
there's no doubt that what everyone
Toves seeing — the India-Pakistan
games, Whenever they come togeth-

Kapil's greeting through the call.

The World Cup-winning captain
then spoke to his one-time teammate
for a brief while.

“1 will come and se¢ you. You are
looking good, you have coloured
your beard. Don't rush, If you need
to stay (in the hospital) for a few more
dny pluls-z don't rush. Tell the doc-
tors itis fine if there is a need to stay
on for twa more days,” Kapil said.

“Take care. When you will better
and come out, I will come to meet
you. Look after yourself, love you,”
Kapil added,

Kapil also thanked Thakur. “Thank
you Shailesh, (for) you are looking af-
ter him. He is looking good, look af-
ter him.

Thakur said the hospital will ex-
tend all possible help to Kambli.

“Ihave been a fan of Kamblisir all
my life and it was tough to see him
struggling because of his health is-
sues. We brought him to our hospi-
tul and we will also take care of his
medical expenses and hospitalisation
in the future,” Thakur said.

er, whether it’s an ICC event. it is a re-
ally special time because we've got a
sense of what's on the ling," Watson

as the captain went about his routines.

Once Rohit was done with his train-
ing, he along with Bumrah and Agarkar
left the nets but Gambhir stayed back.

It is learnt that during this meeting
after training it was decided that Rohit
Sharma would be “rested”, which in In-
dian ericket parlance means “dropped
by intimation”.

Nearly 45 minutes to an hour later
when the team dispersed, most players
came out of the exit door leading tothe
net area before heading towards the
team bus.

Rohit didn't come out with the team
and boarded the bus after coming out
from the other gate.

Asthe Indian team were leaving, the
SOG operations team was practising its
pre-match drill.

“The Indian team led by captain Ro-
hit Sharma,” blared the SCG loud-
speaker. [t sounded different.

Pat Cummins likely to

Sydney
lia captain Pat C
ed that he may skip the tour of Sri
Lanka later this month to be present
for the birth of his second child.
Australia are scheduled to play two
‘Tests in Sri Lanka on January 29 and
February 6, around the same time his
wife - Becky = is due to give birth.
"It’s pretty hard to plan exactly
the day, but definitely (T might miss
the Sri Lanka tour),” Cummins told
“The Daily Telegraph’ at the launch of
the Pink Test, starting here on Friday.
In Cummins absence, Steve Smith
or Travis Head will lead Australia.
Cummins revealed that his moth-
er'sdeath last year had a profound im-
pact on reshaping his priorities in life.
The pacer had returned midway
through the tour of India to be with
his mother when she passed away.
“In some ways, it really makes you
focus in on what I think is important.
{ + it's enjovment, it's trying
oy in life and 1 think that's
been a shght shiftin the way I've ap-
proached playing and touring and it's
just given me that real decluttering

hint-

mindset.

"When you go out, you just want to
play well, and of course, ther's going
to be pressure, but you don't want to
forget what mum and dad used to say
to us every time we went out to play
as kids: 'Go and enjoy it. Try your
best, but make sure you enjoy it T try
to remind myself of that every time [
go on a tour or play."

"Whatever you chogse to do, there's
always an opportunity cost,” Cum-
mins reflected.

"In the last few vears, that's really
rung true. When you go away on
tour, you're missing out on family
time or moments. That's a deliberate
choice, so you have to make sure
you're making the maost of that tour ot
that gnme, if that makes sense.”

Cummins has previously admit-
ted that he regretted missing the ear-
1y weeks of his son Albie's life due to
his commitment to the World Cup.

"I missed a big chunk (of Albie's
early days) last time and 1 want to
work out how we can spend a bit more
time at home for that initial period
this time,” he had said.

Cummins says no let up in intensity
as Australia eye win in Sydney Test

Australia captain Pat Cummins as-
serted that there would be noletupin
intensity despite the hosts grabbing a
2-1lead heading into the fifth and final
Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
agamst India, beginning hereon Friday.

A commanding 184-run victory in
the Boxing Day Test has placed Aus-
tralia in pole position to reclaim the
Trophy for the first time since 2014-15.

"I mean, it's always the preferred po-
sition. But you know, you go into every
Test match trying to win. So, it's no dif-
ferent this week,” Cummins said

"But I'm really happy with how the
boys have played in the last three
Tests. We've shown that we've been the
front-runners, and the aim again this
week is to keep it up,” he added.

The skipper, however, conceded
there are some issues with the Aussies’
batting.

“I think, no doubt, there are times
when we would have liked to score
more runs In that last game in Mel-
bourne, we would have liked to push
that lead out to 400-500, given we were
in such a good position. But that's
Test cricket.”

Cummins said the pitch at the Syd-
ney Cricket Ground could be alittle dif
ferent from the traditional sw ]
where spinners often enjayed their
outings, while offering copious help to
batters as well

"It's a tough one to call exactly. It's
a little bit different from the tradition-
al SCG wicket. I think the two Shield
wickets this year seemed to play real-
Iy well. The teams were happy with the
wicket, which felt like there was a bit an

offer for the bowders, hut also runs to
e seored.

*It looks pretty good. No doubt
thereTl be stages where it's good for bat-
ting but potentially it will break up and
spin towards the end. You never real-
Iy know whether weather plays a part
here as well. Uve played a few Test
matches here, but outside of that, only
one-days and stuff, so I'm no expert.”

Indian pace spearhead Jasprit Bum-
vah has been a thom in Australia’s flesh
all series. The right-arm quick was re-
sponsible for India’s only win in the se-
ries at Perth, and has swung the mo-
mentum in favour of the visitors sev-
eral times.

"No doubt he’s bowling well at the
moment. He's tough (to face).

"Hopefully, by the time I come in, it's
late in the dayand he's howled a fair bit,
soit'seasier for me. I've faced him quite
a bit across the world in different for-
mats, but he always poses a chal-
lenge,” Cummins said on his plans to
tackle Bumrah.

“Last game, it helped that [ was at the
non-=striker’s end,” he said on alighter
note,

travelling to Pakistan for CT:

told the media here during the Cham-
pions Trophy Tour.

“It's unfortunate that India aren't
travelling to Pakistan for this Cham-
pions Trophy. But, unfortunately,
that's just the way it is right now,” he
added.

Watson said the CT offers cricket a
fresh context, breaking the long il of
four vears between two ODI World
Cups.

"The CT is a critically important
tournament in world cricket becase
the One Day World Cup is only once
in every four years. It is great because
itbreaks up those four years," he not-
ed.

The 43-vear-old also said the CT
keeps the ODI format alive amidst the

rightful prominence Test cricket re-
ceives and the upsurge of T2o0s.

*“You keep giving one-day ericket the
energy that it needs because it is n
great game. TUs a great format. Tt
provides that balance between Test
ericket and T2o cricket.

"We never want to lose the format
of one-day cricket, but there needs to
be context as often as possible. And the
CT certainly provides that.”

"When you play a CT where there's
only eight teams, there is something
riding on every ball. And as ateam, you
have to hit the ground sprinting. Oth-
erwise, you'll be out like it was for the
Australian team in 2013."

Then defending champions Aug-
tralin had finished at the bottom of

Cummins has added significantly
10 his batting credentials recently, res-
cuing Australia from difficult posi-
tions across formats. The 31-year-old
confessed that letting go of the worry
about consequences has been instru-
mental in his success.

“It's something I've always put a lot
of effort into. But, to be honest, you nev-
er quite know what you're going to get
with my batting. I think for a while, I
wits so worried about being perfict and
not getting out that, in some ways,
you're batting with vour hands tied be-
hind your back.

"Nowadays, [ try not to overthink it.
T just focus on scoring areas, playing
good shots, and not worrying too much
ahout the consequences. Just remem-
ber that batting is aboul scoring runs,
and however ugly itlooks, just try and
gel a few runs.”

Young Sam Konstas took the world
by surprise with his aggressive ap-
proach in the Boxing Day Test, and the
skipper lauded the teenager's adapt-
ab

"Tthink he showed how adaptable he
can be. That takes a lot of skill, first of
all. We always encourage our players to
read the moment and play Tow they see
fit.

"So, for Sam, he sensed the moment
was toattack and put pressure back on
the bowlers, and he did that. It might
be different this week.

"It might be, 'Tm going to play a
slower game’ and score muns that way.
S0 our message is always just to back
yourself, have really clear plans, and
back your decision-making," Cum-
mins added.

Shane Watson

Group A with a solitary win and
crashed out of the tournament, which
India won eventually under MS Dhoni.

Current form no worry for Rohit,
Kohli Both Rohit and Kohli were part
of that victory in England 12 years
back, but now these two supesstars are
finding it luugh to make big runs as

= the past.

But ‘Vﬂlﬂon was not worried over
the Indians' patchy form for talks
surmounding their retirement.

“Idon't think it (current poor form)
will really play a part at all with Rahit
Sharma and Virat's impact in one-day
¢ mlel ]l s going to bedulﬁ-rem con-

icket does really free them
both a5 well,” said Watson.
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I thought it was
just a regulation

wicket: Starc on
KL Rahul dismissal

Liverpool vs. Man United is a rivalry for
the ages but looks like a mismatch now

Manchester
iverpool vs. Manchester Unit-
ed used to be English soceer’s
fiercest rivalry. Sunday’s show-
ldown at Anfield pits two teams
going in oppasite directions.

Liverpool, topof the Premier League
and the Champions League, has its
sights on equalling United s record 2o
Premier League titles and more. Liver-
pool has Jost to United just once in sev-
en years in the Premier League, and
most recently won 3-0 at Old Trafford
in Seprember.

United is closer to the relegation
zane than the top in another calamitous
campaign which has seen the departure
of a manager, a sporting directorand the
exile of one of its leading players.

The gap between Liverpool and Unit-
edis widening to the point where one is
in eontention for a quadruple of trophies
and the other is talking about top flight
survival.

How have English soccer’s two most
successful teams ended up on such dif-
fering paths?

Amorim has quickly realized the size
of the job after six defoatsin hislast eight
games. This week he admitted he could
be in a relegation fight.

“Itis a possibility,” he said. “We have
to be clear with our '

United has been in alarming decline
since mmm:ga record 2oth title in Alex
Ferguson's final season as manager in
2013, It hasn't come close o winning an-
other since his retirement. Ruben Amor-
im is the sixth permanent manager
hired in the last n-phus yes

David Moyes, Louis van Gaal, Jose
Mourinho, Ole Gunnar Sols r and
Erik ten Hag all failed to deliver con-
sistent sucoess and the upheaval from so
much managerial change has repeatedly
set back United as the club has lurched
from one direction to anot}

While United has made a mess of try=
ing to replace a managerial great, Liv-
erpool has made it look easy.

Ame Slot took on the unenviable
task of filling the void left by Jirgen
Klopp at the end of last season and has
driven the team to new levels,

Klopp won 4 full set of trophies at
field and was denied much more suc
in the Premier League than just the
2020 title only by Pep Guardiola’s Man-
chester Cit

Slat has Liverpoc leading the Premier
League by six points with a game in

An-

Chosen for Khel Ratna
honour Gukesh promises
best moves in future as well

New Delhi
Chess world champion D Gukesh on
Thursday promised his "best moves
on 64 square and outside” in future
as well after being chosen for the
prestigious 'Khel Ratna’ award by
the government.

Gukesh recently became the
youngest-ever world champion
when he defeated China's Ding
Liren. He isonly the second Indian
after Viswanathan Anand to claim
the title.

"Honourable Printe Minister Shri
@narendramodi ji, I am truly grate-
ful and feel humbled to receive the
prestigions Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award. Your words and
guidance have always inspired me
to strive for excellence and make

the nation proud,” Gukesh wrote on

"1 promise to continue delivering
my best moves on 64 squares and
outside of it. Thank you Hon. Sports
Minister @mansukhmandviya Ji
for your constant suppart.”

Gukesh was chosen for the high-
est sporting honour in the country
along with shooter Manu Bhaker,
hockey captain Harmanpreet Singh
and para-athlete Praveen Kumar.

He had become the challenger for
the world title after winning the
Candidates Tournament earlier in
2023 when he 17.

The Chennai-based Gukesh had
also become the top-ranked player
from India last year to end Anand’s
37-year run.

hand, the Champions League by three
points, and through to the semifinals of
the English League Cup.

Perhaps he has been fortunate to
take over when City has gone into
freefall but Liverpool's 14 wins from 18
games in the league would be title-
challenging form in any season.

Transfers

Billions have been spent at United yet
there have been more costly errors
than transfer suceesses.

Superstar signings such as Angel di
daria, Alexis Sanchez, Paul Pogha,
miro and Jadon Sancho have
proved to be big disappointments. From
the last transfer window, signees such
as Joshua Zirkzee, Matthijs de Ligt
have struggled.

Amorim is likely tohave to sellin Jan-
uary if he wants to bring more players

Manu Bhaker
Gukesh among four
athletes to get Khel
Ratna award

New Delhi

‘The quartet of shooter Manu Bhaker,
chess world champion D Gukesh,
men's hockey captain Harmanpreet
Singh and para-athlete Praveen Kumar
wereon Thursday named recipients of
this year's Major Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna Award - the country's highest
sporting honour.

The 22-year-old Bhaker became in-
dependent India's first athlete to win
two medals in a single edition of the
Olympics with her bronze-winning
show in the 10m air pistol individual
and 10m air pistol mixed team events
in August.

In the same Games, Hamranpreet
led the Indian hockey team 10 its sec-
ond consecutive bronze medal.

The 18-year-old Gukesh, on the
otherhand, became the youngest ever
Waorkd champion while akso helping the
Indian team win a historic gold in the
Chess Olympiad last year.

The fourth recipient will be para
high-jumper Praveen, who was
crowned the T4 champion in the
Paris Paralympics.

The T64 classification is for athletes
who have one ar both legs missing be-
low the knee and rely on a prosthetie
leg for running.

"The awardees will receive their
awards from the President of India at
aspecially organised function at Rash-
trapati Bhavan on 17th January, 2025
(Fridav)at 1100 hours,” the sparts min-
istry said in a press release,

Youngest world chess champion D Gukesh meets Gautam Adani

New Delhi

Bilionaire Gautamn Adani called teenag-
er Gukesh Dommaraju - who became
the youngest world champion by
beating defending champion Ding Liren
of China — a testament of India’s un-
stoppable youth.

“The chess champion, along with his
parents, met Adani in Ahmedabad

“It was an absolute privilege to meet
and hear the victory story of reigning
Warld Chess Champion @DGukesh,”
Adani, chairman of ports-to-energy
Adani Group, saidin a post on X,

Posting pictures with the teenager
and his parents, Adani said, " I‘Anmﬂv in-

i

decades. This isthe confident, resurgent
and rising India. Jai Hind!" he said.
becamethe 18th

Gukesh wrld cham-
pion after defeating Ding in a 14-game
mutch in'Si last month.

spiring was meeting hisi

ents, Dr Raj th and Dr Paduu-
vathi, whose quiet sacrifices laid the
foundation forhis success.” " At just 18,
Gukesh's poise and brilliance are a
testament to India's unstoppable youth.
Prodigies like him are inspiring a new
generation, building an army of cham-
pions ready to dominate global chess for

He is four years younger than Garry
Kasparav, who had been the youngest
world champion since 1985 when he
beat Anatoly Karpov.

On Thursday, Gukesh was among
four athletes who the government de-
cided toaward the Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna sward — the country’s high-

est sporting honour.

Besides becaming the youngest-ever
world champion, Gukesh had also
helped the Indian team win a historic
gold in the Chess Olympiad last year.

"The awardees will receive their
awards from the President of Indin at
a specially organised function at Rash-
trapati Bhavan on 17th January, 2025
(¥riday) at 1100 hours," the sports
ministry said in a press release on
Thursday.

Mm'lln &ng:zpm\- nme:h. Aduni had

tory! What an achievement - the
youngest-ever undisputed classical
chess world champion, beating the
ing Liren! This isn't just a victory
- it is a defining moment for Indin's
chess revolution, where an entire bold
generation of champions dares to
dream and inspires an entire nation to
rise! Congratulations Gukesh!” he had
said in a post on X on December 12,

in and Marcus Rashford, recently
dropped from the team, could be hisbest
chance of raising funds.

Conversely, h\‘nnnml Tas been one of
the savviest operators in the transfer
market over the past decade. When it
has spent big, it has generally spent well,
with the likes of Virgil van Dijk and Alis-
son proving pillars of its trophy haul.
Mohamed Salah and Andy Robertson
were relative bargains,

vy ownership

Under Fenway Sports Group (FSG),
the American conglomerate that also
owns the Boston Red Sox, Liverpool be-
came a major foree in England and Eu-
rope again and ended a go-vear title
drought in the Premier League.

“The hiring of Klopp was pivotal ta that
but so was Michael Edwards, the sport-
ing director who was integral to s
many transfer successes, He left in
2022 but is hack as FSG chief executive
of football and helped to guide the
transition to Slot,

United's American owner, the Glaz-
er family, has faced regular fan protests
since its leveraged buyout of the clubin
2005.

The minority investment by British
billionaire Jim Ratdiffie last year sparked
optimism, He assumed control of the
club's soccer operations but that hasn't
gone to plan so far.

‘Ten Hag was fired months aftersign-
ing n contract extension and sporting di-
rector Dan Ashworth departed after
less than six months. The signings in
Ratcliffe’s first summer transfer window
also ook questionable with United 14th
in the standings and just seven points
above the relegation zone.

Narendra Yadav urges Govt to
promote mountaineering in India

New Delhi

India’s youngest male mountaineer to
conquer the Seven Summits, Naren-
dra Singh Yadav, has called on the
govemnment to do more to promote
mountaineering in the country and to
value climbers for their contributions
beyond natural disasters

Yadav scaled Antarctiea’s highest
peak, Mount Vinson Massif, an De-
cember 25, braving temperatures as
low s -52°C, to complete his conguest
af the highest peaks on all sevencon-
tinents.

"The value of mountaineers isoften
understood by the government only
when natural disasters like earth-
quakes or floods strike. At the district
level, a dedicated rescue foree needs
to be created,” Yadav,who is Antarc-
tica, said through a video call.

“1f we talk about the rescue ecourse,
very few have completed it. It's not
but those trained in rescue op-
erations are the ones needed the most
during natural calamities," he said.

The 3o-year-old stressed that In-
dia’s culture of nsk aversion is a ma-
jor barrier to the growth of moun-
taineering and other adventure sports,

averse from the start. We always
stress on striving for those things
that can are easily available. Moun-
taineering should be promoted not
Jjust as a sport, but as a way to connect
with nature, appreciate it, and learn
how to preserve and protect it,” he
said.

Yaday took up mountaineering af-
ter being inspired by his cousin, San-
tosh Yadav, the fimst woman in the
world to summit Mount Everest twice.
He was also guided by his father, an
Indian Army veteran and an instrue-

= - 2
tor at the lligh Altitude Warfare
School (HAWS) in Gulmarg.

When asked about the most chal-
lenging peak he's conquered, Yadav
named Mount Denali in Alaska.

"Every mountain presents its own
challenges — height, atmosphere and
terrain. While there are many peaks
tougher than Everest at altitudes of
5000-6000 meters, the toughest one
for me was Mount Denali, both tech-
nically and physically.

"After that, Mount Vinson in
Antarctica was the next most difficult.
11;(:%}1 at 4800 mete:

high as Everest, Ar
conditions make
he explained.

Yadav also warned aspiring moun-
taineers to ensure they are techni-
cally astute and physically and men-
tally fit before attempting high-al-
titude clim

"Everest has many dead bodies of
those who went there unprepared.
They hire private companies and of-
ten end up staying there perma-
nently. The real ascent starts at the
point where the oxygen runs out,
and that requires technical skills,
physical strength, and mental tough-
ness,

incredibly tough,”

Golf goes indoors on prime
time with high-tech TGL league

Xandz 5 4
son debut twice in the span of seven
days at venues separated by a lot
more than some 5,000 miles.

One is at The Sentry, the season
opener on the PGA Tour that starts
Thursday on hilly terrain in Maui
with endless views of the Pacific
Ocean. Schauffele knows what to ex-
pect at Kapalua having won the tour-
nament $ix years ago with a 62 in the
final round.

The other starts next Tuesday in-
side a 250,000-square-foot build-
ing on the campus of Palm Beach
State College, a technological wonder
when it comes to golf and a game that
will only look familiar because of
the players involved.

This one makes Schauffele curi-
ously excited.

It's the debut of the TMRW Golf
League, a six-team leaguoe featuring
Tiger Woods and Rory Mellroy
among 24 playes 13 of them ma-
j i in fast-paced, two-
hour matches to be televisad in prime
time on ESPN platforms.

“T've been in there twice and played
a mock match, and there was still a
wow factor — even the second time
around with lights and the stadium
and really big sereens,” said Schauf-
fele, who plays for New York Golf
Club,

“It's different from what they'll
see from a conventional standpoint.™

1¢'s team golf played indoors in the
SoFi Center, a combination of simu-
lator golf and actual shots to a huge
putting surface that can rotate 360
degrees to change angles and slopes
for different shots.

New York takes on The Bay Golf
Club (San Francisco) in the opener
Tuesday at 9 p.m. EST. Three players
from the four-man teams eormpete in
15-hole matches — nine holes of al-
ate shot and six holes of singles,
with each player going two hole

Woaoods and his Jupiter Links face
Los Angeles on Jan. 14. The schedule
was created to mesh with players’ tour
schedule. The top four teams ad-
vance to the playoffs, and the best-nf-
3 championship series is two weeks
before the Masters.

The team winning the SoFi Cup
gets 91 .

TGL is a product of TMRW Sports,
the entertainment group of which
Woods and Mcllroy are co-founders.
1t hopes to appeal to a new audience,
and even traditionalists, in an arena
that ean hold 1,500 fi

Players hit off real grass (or sand,

the same used in bunkers at Augus-
ta National) from 35 yards away into
asereen 64 feet wide and 53 feet high.
Architects have pitched in to design
30 holes that will be used at given
times during the competition. For
shots 50 yards or closer, players hit
actual shots into the green.

‘The TV window is two hours, and
the competition includes a 40-second
shot cloek. This should move quick-
Iy, another element that sets it apart
from traditional golf.

“It's nothing like we've ever seen
befare, especially in golf,” Mellroy
said.

“1 see this as being complementa-
ry to everything else that is going on
in the world of golf,” he said. “I'm still
atraditionalist in a lot of ways. ... But
1 think there are certain things that
we can do to innovate and try to ap-
peal to a different and younger de-
mographic, especially t g to con-
dense it mto a time frame that is a lit-
tle bit more digestible and putting it
on at a time where we're maybe go-
ing to get a few more eyeballs.”

TGL is a vear behind schedule. Tt
‘was supposed to debut at the start of
2024 until & power outage caused
damage to the inflatable dome strue-
ture. With another year to plan, or-
ganizers went with a permanent are-
na that features locker rooms, daz-
ling lights and the massive screen.
Electronic boards on hoth sides of the
screen show the seare, shot clock
and yardages The e playing area
is nearly the size of a football field.

Simulator golf? Billy Homschel (At-
lanta Drive GC) hat makes it
sound like a gimmick, and he says
TGL is more than that.

“We're hitting off real grass, we're
hitting real shots. We're playing on’
some artificial surface, but there's a
lot of technology that's gone into

mike it different than what people are
seeing on the golf course. This is
supposed to be different. It's sup-
posed to be new, it's supposed to be
fast, engaging, in a two-hour window
when you're going to be able to see
every golf shot.

“You're going to be able to see
guys more engaging than they would
be on a PGA Tour event.”

Players will wear microphones.

ey will be presented with yardage
and wind conditions before each
shot. Winning a hole is worth ene
point (no carryovers for a halve).

The six teams are Atlanta Drive,
New York, Los Angeles, The Bay
(San Franciseo), Boston Common
and Jupiter Links.

Team ownership has power brokers
that include Atlanta Falcons owner
Arthur Blank (Atlanta Drive), Fenway
Sports Group (Boston), Stephen Cur-
1y and former Milwaukee Bucks own-
er Mare Lasry (Bay) and New York
Mets owner Steve Cohen (New York).
Serena and Venus Williams are part
owners of Los Angeles.

it's might golf, sandwicheéd between
college basketball on Monday and
Tuesday nights. It's team golf, And it's
indoor golf, the most unusual as-
pect ofall

“It’s a brand new coneept, abrand
new presentation of golf. There's
something exciting about seeing what
that's going to be like and being on
the ground floor,” said Patrick Cant-
lay, part of the Atlanta Drive team.

“It gives a chance for a different
perspective on people watching PGA
Tour players,” he said. “I think it will
be more personable, more action-
packed. And I think the stadium they
built is extremely impressive — im-
pressive in pel , and an impressive
feat of engineering.”




'Manjummel Boys' dir
Chidambaram joins hands
with Jithu Madhavan

New Delhi

titles of the year

anjummel

Boys™ direc-

tor Chi-

dambaram
and Jithu Madhavan, the
writer of “Aavesham”, are
teaming up for an upcom-
ing Malayalam film

The untitled project,
which promises to be a
"spectacle”, comes from
KVN Productions and
Thespian Films, a press
release said.

KVN Productions an-
nounced the project on In-
stagram on Thursday,

"We thrilled to work
with a team that shares
the passion for storytelling.
This collaboration is some-
thing we were looking for-
ward to, can't wait to bring
this vision to life...," the
studio posted.

The details of the proj-
ect, including its genre,
ha\'c been kept under

jummel Boys' am.l "Aave-

sham”, which was written
and directed by Madha-
wan, were two of the most

2024,

“I'm thrilled to work
with a team that shares
my
This collaboration is some-
thing I am looking forward
to, 1 can't wait to bring
this vision to life,” Chi-
dambaram said in a state-
ment.

Madhavan added, “This
seript is close to my heart,
and with the support of
such a stellar team, 1 am
sure we will make some-

thing good."
KVN Productions
founder  Venkat K.

Narayana said the studio’s
aim is to redefine cinema
ross languages.

his film marks our for-
ay into Malayalam with
the same grandeur and ex-
cellence that audiences ex-
pect from us. With such ex-
ceptional talent at the
helm, we're confident
about it.” The banner's up-
coming titles include Gee-
tu Mohandas' “Toxic”, star-
ring Yash, and the 69th
feature film of Tamil su-
perstar V:

's career.

New Delhi

ere l[usbﬂml
Mx, Biwi", a
comedy flm

starring Arjun
14 Kapoor,
Rakul
% Preet

and Bhumi
Pednekar, will be
released in thul res

5 makers
4 Thursday.

Mudassar Aziz,
known for

New Delhi

hinese
' actor

Zhao
4 best
known for herglobally pop-
ular romance series "Hidden
Love”, hasopened up about
battling depression as well as
facing mental and physi
abuse in a social media post
following her recent hospi-
talisation.

The 26-year-old actor be-
came a subject of headlines
and speculation after pic-
tures surfaced on internet,
showing Lusi being taken to
a hospital in a wheelchair.

Over the past few days,
several other video clips be-
gan circulating online show-
ing her walking unsteadily
and failing to hold a spoon,
leaving many fans concerned
about her health condition.

On Wednesday, Lusi post-
ed astaement on her official
Weibo account and apolo-
gised to her fans for “taking
up public attention”™. She
said the post is her first and
last comment on the stories
and rumours surrounding
her health

"Before all this, I never
allowed my illness to affect
my work or those around
me. I also acknowledge my
own shortcomings. I've al-
ways thought of myself as
patient, but over the past
half month, I've realized that
deep down, I'm not as mag-
nanimous as I believed. So

1 do hold some responsibil-
ity for the situation," she

The actor revealed that
she has been battling de-
pression since 2019 when
she first noticed the symp-
toms but was told by people
to not make a big deal out of
itand think positively.

“I thought 1 was being
overly sensitive and didn't
take my mental health seri-
ously. In 2021, | started feel-
ing as if bugs were crawling
on me, accompanied by nee-
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movies such "Happy
Bhag Jayegi”, "Pati Patni
Aur Woh" and "Khel Khel
Mein", has directed the

'Hidden Love' star
Zhao Lusi breaks
silence on depression

A
dle-like sensations and al-
lergies. Even after taking
medication and getting in-
jections, the symptoms did-
n't improve. I eventually
sought a psyehologist to help
manage my anxiety,” she
said.

Lusi, who was most re-
cently seen in the popular
Chinese period drama "The
Story of Pear] Girl", said her
condition worsened in 2023
when she faced “pneumonia,
emphysema, pityriasis rosea,
hives, night sweats, sudden
awakenings, and nerve deaf-
ne

"L also dealt with the pass-
ing of a loved one and several
cancer diagnoses within the
famil in a short
time. However, the magni-
tude of the events overshad-
owed my emotions, and 1
continued to neglect myself.

"It wasn't until 2024 that
I began experiencing severe
physical symptoms like fre-
quent dry heaving, dizzi-
ness, joint pain, and wors-
ening allergies. 1 assumed
these were normal side ef-
fects of targeted allergy med-
ication.” Lusi said she was la-
belled as “useless”™ and a
“pretty face” as a child and
faced physical abuse during
her time in school.

"During after-school tu-
toring, a teacher once hit
mein their dorm. I believed
it was justified because I
wasn't performing well aca-
demically and didn't dare to
speak up, thinking, 'T must
be the problem.’

®

all wil

"Mere Husband Ki Biwi"
is produced by Vashu
Bhagnani, Jackky Bhag-
nani, and Deepshikha

film, described as a "musi-
cal ride of relationships,
chaos, and cackles®, ac-
cording to a press release.

Arjun Kapoor Bhumi Pednekar's
'‘Mere Husband Ki Biwi' to
release on February 21

Deshmukh through the
banner Pooja Entertain-
ment.

The company shared a
poster of the movie on In-
stagram and captioned it,
"Yahaan pyaar ki geometry
thodi twisted hai—kyunki
ye love triangle nahi, pura
circle hail #MereHusband-
KiBiwi In Cinemas 21st
February, 2025."

As a filmmakes aid
he believes in telling stories
that entertain, and leave
audiences of all ages smil-
ing.

"'Mere Hushand Ki Biwi'
is a film that celebrates the
quirks and complexities of
romantic relationships. I've
always been one for whole-

some entertainers—movies
that bring friends & fami-
lies together, make them
laugh, and give them some-
thing to talk about. That’s
exactly what we've aimed
for with this film.

"It’s lighthearted, relat-
able, and full of moments
that will stay with you long
after you leave the theatre.
I was eager to cast it exactly
this way and when the au-
dience meets their charac-
ters, they will know just
the director said.

Singer Armaan
Malik ties knot
with girlfriend
Aashna Shroff

New Delhi

opular singer Ar

maan Malik and his

longtime girlfriend

Aashna Shroff are
now married, the couple an-
nounced on Thursday.

Malik, 29, and Shroff tied
the knot in a private cere-
mony and shared the news in
ajoint post on Instagran.

"Tu hi mera ghar,” they
wrote in the post, alongside
pictures from the wedding,
showing Malik in a peach-
coloured attire and Shroffin
an orange lehenga.

Malik and Shroff, a fashion
influencer, started dating in
2017 and became engaged
in August 2023. At the time,
the singer had released a mu-
sic video for Shroff, titled
'Kasam Se: The Proposal’.

The couple officially be-
came engaged in a ceremony
almost two months later.

Diljit Dosanjh meets PM Modi,
marks a memorable start to 2025

T New Delhi
un-
jabi

P \ g
er-
actor  Diljit

Dosangh had a

memorable
meeting  with

Prime  Minister

o5 & Narendra Modi
un Janu-

L

seribed the meeting as a “fan-
tastic start”™ 10 a new year,
which took place in Delhi
amidst warmth and mutual
admiration.

Prime Minister Modi post-
ed a short clip of their con-
Vi ion on Instagram, de-
seribing it as a “very memo-
rable interaction.”

In his post on X, Modi
praised Dosanjh for being
“truly multifaceted,” high-
lighting his ability to blend
talent and tradition. The two
discussed a range of topics,
including musie, culture, and
more, with Modi even play-
fully remarking that the
singer had been winning over
people worldwide.

Dosanjh, who has gained
international fame for his
‘music and acting careet, ap-
preciated the Prime Minis-
ter's words, especially his re-
spect for his mother and the
Ganga river, which is con-
sidered sacred in Indian cul-
ture. The singer was inspired
by Modi’s words, which he

described asvery inspiring,

Dosanjh shared his

excitement about the en-
counter in a post on X after
the meeting. A fantastic start
to 2025. A very memorable
meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. We talked
about a lot of things, includ-
ing music, of course!” he
wrote,

During the conversation,
Modi also complimented
Diljit Dosanjh on his name,
saying he had actually lived
up toit. "When aboy from an
Indian village makes India’s
name shine, it feels good.
Your family named you Diljit,
and you keep winning over
people,” Modi said in Hindi,

The Prime Minister
stressed how Dosanjh's suc-
cess has struck an emotional
chord with audiences across
the globe.

Dosanjh, whose roots are
in the village, was glad to see
the approach and basked un-
der the glory of such a large
country. “The large size of In-
diais a strength. We are a vi-
brant society,” he said, weav-
ing in the d v and one-
ness.

:\Bengali film
* director Arun Roy
dies at age 56

Kaolkata

S

56.

said.

v

Pt

/ Renowned Bengali director Arun
Roy breathed his last at a state-run
hospital here on Thursday. He was

Roy, who had been battling cancer

for one-and-a-half-years, was admitted

' to RG Kar Hospital last month due to a
lung infection. His condition worsened
over the last few days, hospital sources

| Confirming the death, actor Dev, who had
aved the lead role in Roy's film 'Bagha
atin’, portraying the life and sacrifice of Ben-
gali revolutionary Jatindranath Mukherjee,
posted on X, "You have gone too soon, friend.
ere a person with a 24-carat gold heant.”
\ In another post, Dev's production house, Dev
) Entertainment Ventures, said, "We are deeply
#4 saddened to share the news about the pass-
ing of our beloved director Arun Roy.





