New Year's Eve:
Police intensifies
vehicle checking
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three held for
supplying illegal
arms, ammunition
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Dallewal to take medical aid if

e, 11

Fireworks from the rooftop of buildings in Melbourne city centre welcome in the new year.

South Korean court issues
arrest warrant for
impeached prez Yoon

Kerala nurse
sentenced to death
in Yemen for murder

New Delhi

he Ministry  of
External  Affairs
(MEA) on Tuesday

confirmed its awareness
of the death sentence
handed to Nimisha Pri
va, an Indian nurse in
Yemen, and assured that
the government is pro-
viding all possible assis-
tance.

In response to media
queries regarding the
case of Nimisha Priya,
MEA  offi spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal
said, "We are aware of
the sentencing of Ni-
misha Priya in Yemen.
We understand that lhe
family of Ms. Pri -
ploring relevant options.
The government is ex-
tending all possible help
in the matter.”

Nimisha Priya, who
is sentenced to death
in Yemen, is a trained
nurse and has worked
in private hospitals in
Yemen for a few years.

Her husband and mi-
nor daughler returned
to India in 2014 because
of financial reasons and

3 ame year, Yem-
nppcd by civil
war, and they could not
go back as the country
stopped issuing new vi-
sas.

er in 2015 Nimi-
sha joined hands with
a Mahdi to set up her
clinic in' Yemen's capi-
tal city Sana. She sought
Mshdi's  support  be-
cause, under Yemen's
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®m Nimisha Priva, who is
sentenced to death
in Yemen, is a trained
nurse and has worked
in private hospitals in
Yemen for a few years.

law, only nationals ar
allowed to set up clinies
and business firms. In
2015, Mahdi accompa-
nied Nimisha Priya to
Kerala when she came
for a month-long holi-
day. During the visit, he
stole a wedding photo-
graph of Nimisha, which
he later manipulated to
claim that he was mar-
ried to her.

A plea moved by
mather of Nimisha Pri-
va had stated, "After a
while, Nimisha's clinic
began, Mahdi manipu-
lated the ownership doc-
uments of the clinic. He
also began to take mon-
out of her monthly

earnings  after telling
everyone that Nimisha
was his wife Nimisha had

alleged that Mahdi had
been harassing her and
her family for years, Mah-
di 1L<u seized her pass
port. This was done to
ensure that she would not
leave Yemen. He tortured
her under the influence of
drugs. He threatened her
al gunpoint several limes.
He took all the money
from the clinic and her
ormnaments.”
CONTD ON PAGE-2

=5

Vou-11. Issue - 267, Paces - 12, Price 2 3.50 | PostaL Req. No. UP/GBD-254/2022-2024

Rashmika Mandanna marks
8 years in cinema, thanks

Imphal/Churachandpur

mob led by Kuki-

Zo women clashed

with security fore-
es Manipur's Kang-
pokpi district on Tues-
day, triggering [resh
jons in the ethnic
strife-hit state,

The incident hap-
pened at  Uyokching
near Thamuapokpi after
the mob tried to “dis-
rupt” the deployment
of a combined team of
Army, BSF and CRPF,
police said in a post on X.

The joint forces “dis-
persed” the crowd with
“minimum use of force”
and now the situation is
“peaceful and under con-
trol”, they said.

The security forces
were deploved at the
hilltop to “dominate the
area and prevent any
untoward incident in the
area”, they added.

fans for endless love

Fresh escalation in Manipur:
Kuki women, forces clash

[.tx.ﬂs claimed that sey-
eral people were injured
in the action by the secu-
rity forees that happened

aibol village ich-
ing, which is located in
the so-called bul.fer zone'
between  the d
Hills and Mei 'l-d.uuu-
nated Imphal Vall
Advertisement
They said that the lo-

to protest whal the;
scribed as the “for
occupation” of commu-
nity bunkers by security
personnel.

A Kuki leader alleged
that the situation esca-
lated when the forces
used tear gas to disperse
the demonstrators.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

After 250 deaths in violence,
Manipur CM says 'sorry’

W Singh claimed that there has been relative peace in the state in the last three-four
months, which gives him hope that normalcy will be restored in the new year.

_ Imphal

» )
anipur  Chief
Minister N Bi- >

ren Singh on
Tuesday apologised for
the ethnie confliet in the
state which claimed over
250 lives and rendered
thousands  homeless,
and appealed to all com-
munities to forget and
forgive past mistakes
and live together in a
peaceful and prosperous
state.

Addressing  reporters
here, Singh claimed that
there has been relative
peace in the state in the
last three-four months,
which gives him hope
that normalcy will be
restored in the new year.

"I want to say sorry for
what happened in the
state. Many people lost
their loved ones and
many had to leave their
homes. | regret and want
to apologise. But after
seeing relative peace
in the last three-four
months, | hope that nor
maley will be restored
in the coming vear," he
said.

“"Whatever happened
has happened...1 want to
appeal to all communi-
ties to forgi d forget
our past mistakes and
start life afresh by living
together in a peaceful

and prosperous Mani-
pur,” CM Biren added.

Singh said firing inci-
dents have declined in
the state over the last 20
months since the ethnic
conflict began in May
2023.

"From May to Octo-
ber, 2023, 408 firing
incidents were reported.
From November 2023 to
April 2024, there were
345 firng  incidents,
whereas from May this

Centre agrees to talk: Punjab to SC

New Delhi

he Punjub govern-
ment on Tuesday
informed the Su-

preme Court that farm-
er leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, who has been
on an indefinite fast
for over a month, has
agreed for medical aid
given the Centre m-ce;]ﬂ-
ed his proposal to hold
talks.

A vacation bench of
justices Surva Kant and
Sudhanshu Dhulia took
note of a plea moved
by Punjab government
seeking an additional
three days to comply
with SC's 20 December
order.

"...As per the negotia

tors lhurc is a pmpm.ll
given by the farmers to
the Central government
that in case they get an in

vite for a talk, Dallewal is
ready to take medical help
as desired,” Punjab ad\n
cate general Gurmi

m Jagjit Singh agrees with
the bench on the point
that no comments
should be made on
the negotiations at this
stage and sought some
time

Singh said, "therefore,
the state government was
seeking some more lime
and work positively 1o-
wards compliance of the
directions.”

The bench said, "We
will not comment on
what's going on as far as
negotiations or your law

- is concerned.
h

which is acceptable to
both sides and all stake-
holders coneerned, we
will be equally happy. At
the moment, we are only
concerned with the com-
pliance of our orders. If
vou want more time, we
in peculiar circumstanc-
es are inclined to grant
you some time."

Also Read: Farmers
protest: SC grants ad-
ditional time to Pun-
jab govt to hospitalise
Dallewal

Singh agreed with the
bench on the point that
no comments should
be made on the negoti-
ations at this stage and
sought some time.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

vear till now, 112 firing
incidents were reported,”
he said.

According to  him
5,600 arms and 35,000
ammunitions were re-
covered.

The chief minister fur-
ther said that 625 people
have been arrested and
2,047 FIRs registered
50 .

“There is a good pro-
gress in tackling the
issue. Centre provided

enough security person-
nel and funds to help
the displaced families.
Altogether 2,058 fami-
lies with a population of
7,549 persons have been
resettled,” Singh said.
Mare than 250 peo-
ple have been killed and
thousands rendered
homeless in ethnic vio-
lence between Imphal
Valley-based
and  adjoining
based Kulki-Zo

Meileis
hills-
Eroups

since May last vear.

Meanwhile,  several
Kuki women were in-
jured on Tuesday when
central armed  police
forces (CAPF) allegedly
used force to disperse
women protestors  at
Saibol village in the
Kangpukpi district. The
trouble began when
local women allegedly
resisted the “forceful oc-
cupation of community
bunkers” by the central
forces.

Condemning the as-
saiilt, the women wing
of Indigenous Tribal
Leaders’ Forum elaimed
more than 30 women
were injured during
their “peaceful protest
against the violence in
Saibol-Twichin area of
Kangpokpi district”. The
organisation demanded
that CAPF immediately
cease its “intrusive op-
erations” and allow the
people to celebrate the
New Year in peace,
“The government must
stop being biased and
take concrete steps 1o
prevent such incidents
and ensure that those
responsible for the vio-
lence are held account-
able,” the organisation
further stated.

Agency

Adani loses Tamil Nadu

smart meter deal

Chen
du

he Vit
government  has
canceled its smart

meter procurement
tender, despite Adani
Energy Solutions being
the lowest bidder, due
to high pricing that ex
cccdc% rL,hv:r Elecln'rily
Board's budget. The de-
cision was made after
negotiations failed to re-
duce the cost sufficiently,
prompting the state-run
utility to plan a fresh
tender.

This project is part
of the Rs 19,000 crore
Revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme, which
aims to install smart
meters for all electricity
connections in the state,

cept for agricultural
connections. The state
government plans to im-
plement the project with
financial assistance from
the central government,
which has offered an av-
erage subsidy of Rs. 900
per meter.

The central govern-
ment has introduced a

scheme to
meters  mands
accurate  electri

the scheme, smart me-
ters should be installed
Y 8 b of




Fresh
escalation in
Manipur:
Kuki women,

forces clash
CONT FROM PAGE-1

“It was like a battle-
field,” said one protest-
er, adding, “We came to
voice our concerns, not
to face war laclics.”

Following the incident,
the Committee on Tribal
Unity (CoTU) blocked
the National Highway
2, a critical road con-
necling the region to the
rest of the country, for
an indefinite period, de-
manding the withdrawal
of central forces,

“Our people have suf-
fered enough. The use
of excessive force on
unarmed women is un-
acceplable,” a CoTU
spokesperson said.

Blocking the NH-2
would disrupt the supply
of commodities to the
Metei areas in Tmphal
Valley.

The Women’s Wing of
the TIndigencus Tribal
Leaders” Forum (TTLF)
claimed that many
women were injured in
the use of force by the
security personnel.

“This incident is par-
ticularly disturbing as
it oceurs during the
Christmas-New Year pe-
riod, a time when people
come together to cele-
brate peace, love, and
joy. Instead, the CAPF's
actions have brought
fear, trauma, and suf-
fering to the commu-
nity. Since it wounded
the sentiments of the
Kuki-Zo community, the
Saibul-Twichin incident
would be closely mon-
itored by the Kuki-Zo
community worldwide,”
itadded.

There was, however,
ne confirmation from
the government on the
number of people in-
jured.

The Kuki Women Or-
ganisation for Human
Rights (KWOHR) al-
leged thal the security
forces targeted Kuki
women Whl') were peace-
fully protesting against
the "increasing violence
activities perpetrated by
adversary  community
and insecurity caused by
these forces”.

“IL is deeply troubling
that these central se-
ity forces, entrusted
with maintaining peace
and order, have instead
engaged in actions that
exacerbate (he sulfering
of the Kuki-Zo commu-
nity,” it alleged.

Kerala nurse
sentenced to
death in Yemen
for murder

CONT FROM PAGE-1

The plea further al-
leged that unable to
cope with the torture,
Nimisha complained to
the police in Sana but
instead of taking action
against Mahdi, the po-
lice arrested her and put
her in jail for six days. It
was further alleged that
on her return from jail,
the severity of the tor-
ture increased manifold.

In July 2017, Nimi-
sha took the help of a
warden of a jail locat-
ed near her clinic. The
warden suggested that
she should try to sedate
him, and then convince
him to give her passport.
However, sedation did
not affect Mahdi, who
was a substance abuser.
She tried sedating him
again, using a stronger
sedative in order to re-
trieve her passport but
he died within a few
minutes due to a drug
overdose,

Advt Contact:
9516-199941
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Kerala CM cautions against attempts to portray
Narayana Guru as proponent of Sanatana Dharma

_ Varkala (Kerala)

erala Chiel Min-
ister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Tuesday

cautioned against “or-
ganised efforts” to por-
tray sage-social reform-
er Sree Narayana Guru,
who advocaled “one
caste, one religion and
one God for people”, as
a proponent of Sanalana
Dharma.

He claimed that the
Guru had neither been
a spokesperson nor a
practitioner of the Sana-
tana Dharma, bul a saint
who had reconstructed it
and proclaimed a Dhar-
ma befilling lo the new

e,

Sanatana Dharma is
nothing bul ‘varnasrama
dharma’  (caste-based
social order), which
Guru had challenged
and overcome, he said,
adding that the new age
“humanistic  dharma”
advocated by him stands
with time.

Trying to fix the Guru
in the framework of
Sanatana Dharma is a

greal insull to the saint,
Vijayan said, while in-
augurating a pilgrimage
conference held in Siva-
giri, the headquarters of
Sree Narayana Dharma
Sangam hes

Varnasrama Dharma
is synonymous with or
an integral part of San-
atana Dharma, he said,
adding that Guru's ascet-

Manipur accounted for
77% of total violence in
Northeastin 2023: MHA

NEW DELHI

Manipur, which has
been witnessing pro-
longed ethnic violence
between majority Meitei
and tribal Kuki com-
munities, accounted for
about 77 per cent of the
total violence in the en-
lire northeastern region
in 2023, according to
the latest annual report
of the Ministry ol Home
Affairs,

In 2023, Manipur wit-
nessed an increase in
violent incidents owing
to the prevailing ethnic
strife and the resultant
increase in the casualties
of civilians and security
forces personnel as com-
pared to 2022.

The state accounted
for aboul 77 percenL of
the total violent inci-
dents in Northeastern
region in 2023, accord-
ing to the MHA annual
report.

The counter-insurgen-
cy operations in Mani-
pur resulted in killing
of 33 insurgents and
arrest of 184 insurgents
besides recovery of 49
weapons. Further, 8o
cadres of insurgent out-

fits surrendered with 31
arms.

Large-scale ethnie vi-
olence erupted between
the Meitei and Kuki
communities in Mani-
pur on May 3, 2023.
The violence resulted in
numerous casualties, in-
juries, and incidents of
arsomn.

Though the issue of
violence primarily re-
lates to maintenance of
public order, which is a
state subject, the central
government been
consistently extending
ils support, as required
by the state government.

The annual report said
the central government
took a series of imme-
diate and sustained ac-
Lions Lo handle the silu-
ation.

Immediate action was
initiated by engaging
with top officials of Ma-
nipur, progressively de-
ploying additional com-
panies of Central Armed
Police Forces, Army and
Assam Rifles columns,
deploying  helicopters
and drones, and imple-
menting a unified com-
mand system.

Dallewal to take medical aid if
Centre agrees to talk: Punjab to SC

CONT FROM PAGE-
1

Solicitor general
Tushar Mehla, appear-
ing for the Centre and
Haryana government,
said he did not have
any instructions on
this issue.

The AG said the in-
tervenors and negoti-
ators had tried com-
plying with the court
directives by engaging
with the farmers in a
dialogue. Additionally,
the government mobi-
lised 7,000 personnel
at the protest site, but
on 30 December, a call
for Punjab bandh was
called by other farmer
organisations, hinder-
ing its efforts, he said.

The bench recorded
the submissions and
posted the matter on 2
January 2025, for the
compliance of its order
on shifting of Dallewal
to a hospital.

“We are inclined to
accepl the requesl Lo
afford some more time
for compliance with the
directions issued by Lthe
court,” the bench said.

Punjab chief secre-
lary and director gen-
eral of police were di-
rected to continue to
appear in-person virtu-
ally during the hearing.

On 28 December, the
top court came down
heavily on the Punjab

government for  not
moving Dallewal to
a hospital even as it
doubted the intention
of the agitating farmers
for resisting availability
of medical aid Lo their
septuagenarian leader.

The Punjab govern-
menl said il faced huge
resistance from the
protesting farmers who
had encircled Dallew-
al and prevented him
from being taken to a
hospital.

The top court blamed
the Punjab government
for allowing the situa-
tion to aggravate and
not doing enough to
contain the situation,

The SC remarked the
farmer leaders who
did not allow Dallewal
to be taken to a hos-
pital were involved in
the criminal offence of
abetment to suicide.

On 20 December,
the apex court put the
onus on Punjab gov-
ernment officials and
doctors to decide on
Dallewal's hospitalisa-
tion.

The court said
Dallewal, 70, could be
moved Lo the make-
shift hospital set up
within 700 metres
of the protest sile
at Khanauri border
point between Punjab
and Haryana.
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ic life was the one which
questioned and defied
the entire chaturvarnya

system.
“Attempts to down-
play social reformer

Sree Narayana Guru as a
mere religious leader or
as a religious saint must
be realised. Tt should be
understood that Guru
had no religion and had

no caste,” the CM said.

If someone tries to
place Guru himself with-
in the boundaries of
caste or rellglun there
can be no insult to the
sage beyond that, he
added.

Warning that there
would be attempts to
present the Guru as an
advocate of whatever

Sanatana Dharma
is nothing but
‘varnasrama dharma’
(caste-based  social
order), which Guru
had challenged and
overcome, he said,
adding that the new
age “humanistic
dharma”  advocated

by stands with
tim I

he had fought against,
Vijayan urged people to
be vigilant against such
attempts.

“Don’l lel that happen.
Be able lo firmly state
that such misinterpreta-
tions will nol be tolerat-
ed,” he said.

Meanwhile, the chief
minister’s remarks drew
sharp reactions from the
BJP, which alleged that
Vijayan had insulted Sa-
natana Dharma in the
holy land of Sivagiri.

The CM also insult-
ed the followers of Sree
Narayana Guru through

his remarks, it said.

“The crux of Vijayan's
speech at the Sivagiri
conference was that Sa-
natana Dharma should
be hated. His remarks
were a  continuation
of Udayanidhi Stalin's
statement that Sanatana
Dharma should be erad-
icated,” senior BJP lead-
er V Muraleedharan told
reporters here.,

The former union
minister sought to know
whether the Left veteran
would have the courage
to say such things about
the Holy Quran.

Alleging that the Hin-
du community in Kerala
faced the greatest chal-
lenge during Vijayan's
rule, he said the Left vet-
eran lried to challenge
the faith at Sabarimala

and during Thrissur
Pooram.
Muraleedharan  also

said that the people of
Kerala would reject Lhe
Communist propagan-
da portraying Guru as
an enemy ol Sanalana
Dharma.

Congress demands Modi to sack
Maharashtra minister Nitesh Rane

NEW DELHI

Congress general secre-

tary KC Venugopal on
Tnesd;jy hit out at BJP
leader and Maharashtra
minister Nitesh Rane for
calling Kerala a “mini Pa-
kistan” and said it shows
their “deep-rooted ani-
mosily” for people of the
southern stale.

He also demanded
thal Prime Minisler Nar-
endra Modi should im-
mediately sack Rane for
making such “shameful”
remarks,

“From time to time,
the BJP deploys its hate-
mongers to spew venom
against Kerala, Using
terms like “Mini Paki-
stan” shows they have
deep-rooted  animosity
for the people of Kerala,”
Venugopal said in a post
on X.

The Congress leader
said for the entire world,
Kerala is a model state
that has continuously
topped the human de-
velopment indices, es-
pecially on education,
healthcare and overall
standard of living.

Since millennia, Ker-
ala has been a beacon of

communal harmony and
brotherhood among all
religions and secls, he
added.

“To use abusive lan-
guage for the land of
Sree Narayana Guru,
Chattambi ~ Swamikal
and Mahatma Ayyanka-
i, who advocated for
egalitarianism,  inclu-
sivity and social justice,
shows the BJP's disr
gard for its own fellow
citizens. If PM Modi has
any shame about Mr.

Rane’s statements, he
should sack him imme-
diately,” the Congress
general secretary said.

“The people of Kerala
have rejected, and will
never accept the BJP for
this very reason - they
do not understand the
beauty of its harmoni-
ous living,” Venugopal
added.

Maharashtra minister
Rane sparked a major
Luntruvelsw by e
Kerala a “mini Pa

and stating “all terrorists
vote for Gandhis”, a ref-
erence to Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi and his
sister Privanka Gandhi
Vadra, the Lok Sabha
MP from Wayanad.

Speaking at a rally in
Purandar tehsil of Pune
district on Sunday, the
BJP minister said, “Ker-
ala is mini Pakistan. Ter-
rorists (earlier) voted for
Rahul Gandhi and now
for his sister Priyanka
Gandhi.”

Facing sharp eriticism
from opposition parties
for his comments, Rane
on Monday said Kerala
is very much part of In-
dia and he is merely rais-
ing issues of religious
conversion of Hindus
and “love jihad” in Lhe
southern state.

Rahul Gandhi had won
from the Wayanad Lok
Sabha constituency in
Kerala in 2019 and again
in 2024 along with Rae
Bareli in Uttar Pradesh.

He retained Rae
Bareli seal and vacaled
‘Wayanad, which was
won by Priyanka Gan-
dhi in a bye-election last
month,

‘Mamata’s is
no ordinary
story’, says
Derek O'Brien
as ADR report

New Delhi

“The story of Mamata Ba-

nerjee is “no ordinary sto-
ry", Trinamool Congress
leader Derek O'Brien said
on Tuesday, after a report
ranked her as the poorest
chief minister in India.

“The life and limes of
Mamata Banerjee are
not just exemplary by
Indian or Asian bench-
marks, Her record of
selfless public service,
nurtured with compas-
sion from her simple
home in a bylane in Kol-
kala, is whal no public
servant on the planet
can match. Hers is no
ordinary slory—once in
100 years,” Trinamool
Congress Rajya Sabha
leader O'Brien said in a
statement.

The remarks came af-
ter a report by the Asso-
ciation for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) ranked
Banerjee as the chief
minister with the lowest
assets at just a little over
Rs 15 lakh.

As per the report,
Andhra  Pradesh's N
Chandrababu Naidu is
the richest chief minister
with assets worth over
Rs 931 crore, followed
by Arunachal Pradesh’s
Pema Khandu at over
Rs 332 crore, while Kar-
nataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah is ranked
third with assets worth
more than Rs 51 crore.

With Rs 55 lakh worth
assets, Jammu and
Kashmir Chiel Minis-
ler Omar Abdullah is
the second poorest in
the list, while Kerala's
Pinarayi Vijayan is the
third with Rs 1.18 crore.

The report said the
average assel per chiel
minister from state as-
semblies and Union Ter-
ritories stood al Rs 52.59
crore.

While India’s per cap-
ita nel national income
of NNI was approxi-
mately Rs 1,85.854 for
2023-2024, the average
self-income of a chief
minister is Rs 13,64,310,
around 7.3 Llimes Lhe av-
erage per capita income
of India.

Advt Gontact:
9818-199941

Kerala minister flays delayed declaration of

Wayanad

Thiruvananthapuram
Criticising the Centre for
taking five months be-
fore declaring Wayanad
landslide as a ‘disaster
of severe nature,” Kerala
Revenue Minister K Ra-
jan said on Tuesday that
it would have been more
beneficial if the Centre’s
announcement had come
within two months after
the calamity struck.

The state government
had on Monday received
an official communica-
tion from the Centre that
the Wayanad landslides
have been declared as a
disaster of “severe na-
lure,” recognising ils in-
tensity and impact for all
practical purposes.

Addressing reporters
here, Rajan said it would
have been more benefi-
cial if the Cenlre’s decla-
ration had come within
two months of the dis-
aster.

“We can't just under-
stand why it took more
than five months for the
Centre to make such a
declaration,” the minis-
ter said.

He said despite the In-
ter-Ministerial ~Central
Team submilting its re-
port to the Home minis-
try within a month of the
disaster, The Centre's
high-level committee sat

on it for five months to
recognise the landslide
as disaster of severe na-
ture,

Rajan said the Centre
had mot yet responded
to the state’s demand to
write off the loans of the
disaster-affected  peo-
ple and make new loans
available for their reha-
bilitation under Section
13 of the 2005 Disaster

Management Act.

He said on the state
government’s  request,
the Kerala Bank had
written off the loans of
landslide-affected peo-
ple of Wayanad distriet
setting a model before
the Centre.

The Centre’s commu-
nication also does not
mention anything about
the state’s request for Rs

219 crore as additional
assistance for post-dis-
aster recovery and re-
construction, he said.

1f the Centre’s cf
fication of the disaster
had come earlier, the
reconstruction work
could have been better
managed with the help
of NGOs and other agen-
cies, he said.

However, the govern-

landslide as dlsaster of severe nature’

ment would now carry
forward the reconstrue-
tion in Wayanad using
the provisions envisaged
in the Centre’s declara-
tion, he said.

In a communication
to the Kerala govern-
ment on Monday, the
Union Home Ministry
explained that financial
aid for such severe dis-
asters is initially pro-
vided by the State Dis-
aster Response Fund
(SDRF), which is then
supplemented by the
National Disaster Re-
sponse Fund (NDRF)
based on assessments
conducted by the IMCT.

“However, keeping
in view the intensity
and magnitude of the
Meppadi landslide dis-
aster in Wayanad dis-
trict, it has been con-
sidered by the IMCT
as a disaster of severe
nature for all practical
purposes,” the commu-
nication said,

Massive landslides
triggered by torrential
rains in  Chooralmala
and Mundakkai regions
in Wayanad district on
July 30, had claimed over
200 lives and resulted in
largescale destruction of
property, leaving thou-
sands of people home-
less.
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DELHI

4 injured in
cylinder blast
in northeast
Delhi factory

New Delhi
Four people were injured
in an LPG cylinder blast in
a heater factory in north-
east Delhi's Shiv Vihar
area, an official said on
Tuesday.

A call regarding the
blast in the mini LPG
eylinder was received at
3.36 pm and four fire ten-
ders were rushed, the Del-
hi Fire Service (DFS) offi-
cial said.

The fire affected the
ground floor of the two-
storey building. Four peo-
ple trapped on the prem-
ises were rescued and tak-
en to the GTB Hospital,
the official said.

The police said the fire
was brought under control
within an hour and fur-
ther probe was underway.

Air Force seeks land
inside Noida
International Airport

Noida
The Air Force will build its
office within the Noida In-
ternational Airport premis-
es. For this, 300 square me-
ter of land has been sought
from the Yamuna Authority.

The senior officials of the
Air Foree are expected to vi
it the Yamuna Authority
soon.  The authority will
hand over the land to the In-
dian Air Force in the first
week of next vear. Prepara-
tions are going on for this.

‘The senior officials of the
AirForce said that current-
Iy goods are imported and
exported at the Indira Gand-
hi International Airport in
Delhi. There is a lot of load
there. To reduce that, new
offices will be built in the car-
go terminal building of Je-
war Airport. The Air Force
has demanded 300 square
meter of land from the Ya-
muna Authority to build its
office.

The work of Noida Tnter-
national Airport is going on
day and night at Jewar. On
27.June 2024, the first plane
landed at the Noida Inter-
national Airport and then
took off a few minuteslater.
During this time no problem
was faced. The Noida In-
ternational Airport is the
only and first such airportin
the country, which was com-
pleted in a very short time.
This was the dream pri u]tu
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New Year's Eve: Police intensifies
vehicle checking across Delhi

W All the roads leading to Connaught Place, including KG Marg, Parll

k ba Road and

Street Bar

Janpath, are closed for traffic and the police is directing commuters to take alternative routes.

New Delhi

he Delhi Police
ramped up vehicle
checking across the
/ on the New
Year's Eve on Tuesday, set-
ting barricades and impos-
ing restrictions of traffic
movement, particularly in
and around Comnaught
Place.

All the roads leading to
Connaught Place, including
KG Marg, Parliament Street
Barakhamba Road and Jan-
path, are closed for traffic
and the police is directing
commuters to take alterna-
tive routes.

As a result, heavy traffic
was witnessed in the central
Delhi area.
ides central Delhi, the
wvehicles are being checked
intensively at key locations
of the city, ineluding south
Delhi's Hauz Khas and
Saket, east Delhi’s Vikas
Marg, west Delhi's Rajouri
Garden, to prevent any un-
toward incident, a senior
police officer said.

The personnel are also
using breath analyser and
checking the motorists
whether they are driving
under the influence of alco-
hol near Connaught Place
and other areas. The sensi-
tive areas are being checked
through foot patrolling. The
police are also using bikes
for the narrow lanes at sev-
eral locations, they said.

Apart from this, the
drones have also been
pressed into the job for
maintaining law and order
situation in the city, police

Delhi Police bust online

said.

The officer further said
that their focus is on the mo-
torists who are not following
the traffie rules.

“"We have deployed
around 50 teams with al-
cometers at key locations
and they are monitoring
and prosecuting any in-
stances of drunk drivi
The picket staff at dlffﬂ'l‘nl
places have also been pro-

vided the al so that

cially at the popular cele-
bration hotspots like Con-
naught Place, Hauz Khas
and India Gate.

According to the police,
the crowd has gathered at
various areas, including the
Connaught Place where spe-
cial arrangements have been
made. Connaught Placeisin
the central part of the city
and people from all across
the national capital as well

they can also prosecute the
violators,” the officer said.

Around 20,000 police
and paramilitary personnel
have been deployed in the
city to maintain law and or-
der. They are also checking
at the bordering areas of
the city, another officer said.

The officer further said
that the traffic personnel
have also been be deployed
in significant numbers
throughout the city, spe-

as nei; uring states also
come here every year to cel-
ebrate the New Year, police
said.

“The restrictions have
been imposed in Connaught
Place areatill the end of the
celebrations. It has been ap-
plicable to all private and
public transport vehicles.
Only those vehicles having
valid stickers are being al-
lowed in Connaught Place
after 8 pm. Apart from this,
ten spots have been identi-

investment fraud syndicate, 5 held

New Delhi
Delhi Police has busted an
online investment frand syn-
dicate and arrested five peo-
plein the case, an official said
on Tuesday.

The syndicate, responsible
forduping victims by prom-
ising high returns on invest-
ments, was found to have de-
frauded a complainant of
%19.27 lakh. It was later
linked to transactions ex-
ceeding T2.5 crore across
multiple states, the official
said.

The case came to light

and was assured over 100

per cent returns on invest-
ments,

"Initially, she invested T1
lakh but was later coerced
into contributing ¥10 lakh to-
wards a fabricated Initial
Puhlu OtTt ring . Eventually,

owned by one of the accused,
Ravit Kumar .

The team later arrested
Kumar, Swarnpreet Singh ,
Manpreet Singh , from Lud-
hiana, Jaspal , from San-
grur and Vansh Gupta , from
Jammu, a commerce gradu-
ate managing accounts and
cryptocurrency transactions.

"The funds were trans-
ferred to international ac-
counts, including those in
Dubai. Interrogations re-
vealed that Jaspal Singh and
Vansh Gupta collaborated
with two Dubai-based fraud-

of UP CM Yogi Adi
Now in April 2025, this air-
port will be ready,

‘Depositing
money mandatory
after getting

map passed’

Ghaziabad
Recovery will be made
from those who do not de-
posit the amount after get-
ting the map approved
from the Ghaziabad De-
velopment  Authority
(GDA). Alist of all such de-
faulters will be prepared
so that notices can be sent
to them.

If they still do not deposit
the amount, departmental
action will be taken against
them. Maps are passed in
the GDA under the online
building plan approval sys-
tem.

Now the officials con-
cerned of the planning sec~
tion will prepare a list of all
the defaulters. A detailed
report will be made of those
old maps on which the in-
stallment has not been de-
posited. Along with this,
notices will also be given to
the defaulters. A large
number of such maps have

when a from

ded her

Sadh Nagar approached the
Cyber Police Station on Oc-
tober18. She reported being
contacted in July by a
woman posing as a lead an-
alyst offering profitable in-
vestment guidance, police
said.

Persuaded by stock tips
and virtual training, the vie-
tim installed an application

of ¥19.27 lakh,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Surendra Choudhary said.

The officer said that an

sters, Singh and
Prabsimran Singh, who re-
main at large. These indi-
viduals allegedly partnered
with Chinese nationals to

targeting

fied at the Connaught Place
where people can’t go with
their vehicles,” the officer
stated.

Additionally, staff has
been deployed at 14 points
at the India Gate with re-
strictions have been im-
l!UHﬂ] to prevent over-
crowding in the area.

Delhi Police Commis-
sioner Sanjay Arora will also
visit several locations across
the city.

In south Delhi, the traffic
has been regulated on cer-
tain roads near Select City
Mall. The traffic has been di-
verted from Sheikh Sarai
red light and Asian Market
light, they said.

All medians/cuts between
Sheikh Sarai and Hauz Rani
have been dosed. The move-
ment of heavy vehicles and
DTC/Cluster buses is not
on this stretch of
s Enclave Road, police

said.

Two ambulance vans, two
fire tenders, two jail vans,
two teams of bomb dispos-
al squad, 28 door frame
metal detectors, two teams
of SWAT, three teams of
Prakram vehicles, 33 MPVs,
30 motoreycle-patrolling
teams, 43 foot-patrolling
teams, 29 border pickets,
30 vehicle-checking parties
at parking lots, seven plain-
cloth spotters and five arrest
parties have pressed into
the action in New Delhi
area.

According to the police,
the buses headed towards
Connaught Place have been
diverted. Two doctors have
also been deployed in the
area to conduct medical ex-
aminations of people driving
under the influence of alco-
hol.

In east Delhi, a total of 41
high-visibility pickets have
been set up across key loca-
tions. Additional 19 pickets
dedicated to preventing
drunken driving, the police

he key areas such as
Preet Vihar, Laxmi Nagar,
Mayur Vihar and other vital
zones have given special at-
tention, with enhanced pa-
trolling on seven sensitive
routes and roads, including
Vikas Marg, NH-24 and
Pushta Road, said DCP,
East, Abhishek Dhania.

The DCP further said that
21 popular public spaces
like restaurants, bars, clubs,
malls and markets are being
closely monitored to main-
tain law and order.

December power demand
in Delhi crosses *
5 000 MW for flrst tlme

The plummeting tempera-
ture in Delhi has raised pow-
er demand to newer heights
with December clocking a
peak of 5,213 MW, the high-
est ever for the month, dis-
com officials said.

For thefirst time in Delhi's
history, the peak power de-
mand in December has
crossed the 5,000 MW-
mark, they said.

As per the State Load Dis-
pateh Centre (SLDC), pow-
er demand stood at 5,213
MW at 10:50 am on Tues-
day, after touching 5,046
MW on Monday,

Delhi’s peak power de-
mand in December was
4,884 MW in 2023, and
4,064 MW in 2022, discom
afficials said.

The winter months in Del-
hi are expected to follow the
record-breaking summer
trend in peak power de-
mand, which touched an un-
precedented high of 8,656
MW this year.

As per officials, the peak
power demand in the capital
this winter is expected to
€T0sS 6,300 MW,

A BSES spokesperson said
that green energy will meet
upto 53 per cent of the over
3,900 MW peak power de-
mand in areas under BSES

Rﬂjdhﬂu Power Limited
(BRPL) and BSES Yamuna
Power Limited (BYPL).

Advanced Antificial Intel-
ligence and Machine Learn-
ingtools are also being used
for accurate fore ing to
tackle the growing winter
power demand, he said.

BRPL and BYPL success-
fully met this season's peak
winter power demand of
2,194 MW and 1,038 MW in
their respective areas so far,
the spokesperson said.

Last winter, the peak hit
5,816 MW on January 22,
matking the highest level
recorded in the national cap-
ital in winter mont

The peak power demand
in areas within BRPL and
BYPL are projected o exceed
2,600 MW and 1,240 MW,
respectively, officials said.

The Tata Power Delhi Dis-
tribution Limited (TPDDL)
‘met this winter season’s peak
power demand of 1,646 MW
on ‘Tuesday, the highest till
date, withoutany power out-
ages or network constraints,
aspokesperson of the dmnm
said. Adequate arrange-
ments have been made by
the discom for the remaining
winter season by strength-
ening its power network and
conducting preventive main-
tenance, she said.

AAP leaders laud the launch of
Pujari Granthl Samman Yojana

New Delhi

Senior AAP leaders Manish
Sisodia and Gopal Rai on
Tuesday lauded the recent
announcement of the Pu-
jari Granthi Samman Yo-
jana by the AAP National
Convenor Arvind Kejriwal,
under which Rs 18,000 per
month honorarium will be
provided to granthis and
pujaris per month in Delhi.

During his visit to the
Jangpura Shiv Temple in
Kilokri village today, for-
mer Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
addressed a gathering of
priests and highlighted that
priests from various tem-
ples had offered prayers
for the victory of AAP and
Arvind Kejriwal for the up-

FIR was regi: dand fur-  orchest

ther investigation was initi-  Indian victims. The arrestof
ated. The police team tracked  the accused has not only re-
the money tril and the funds  solved the lainant’s case
were traced to a privatebank  but also linked the syndicate

in Ludhiana, Punjab, regis-
tered under a fake firm

to 68 complaints from vari-
ous states,” said the DCP.

coming ly elections
in Delhi.

“In this temple in Kilokri
village under the Jangpura

BJP accuses Kejriwal of using
children for his ‘cheap, dirty’ politics

New Delhi

The BJP on Tuesday accused
Aam Aadmi Party leader
Arvind Kejriwal of using chil-
dren for political gains,
charging him with practising

“petty, cheap and dirty” pol-
itics.

Addressing a press con-
ference, BJP national
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
said Delhi's ruling party has
not taken downa post, which
shows some children raising
pro-Kejriwal slogans, despite
the National Human Rights
Commission raising serious
concerns on the matter,

Such a depiction of chil-
drenisa violation of the Ju-

been passed in the GDAfor ~ venile Aﬂ and the Election
which install have € idelines, he
been made but they are  said.

not being paid on time.

At the same time, in fu-
ture, the maps for which in-
stallments are made, will
also be monitored.

“Kejriwal and Chief Min-
ister Atishi are not sparing
even children. They are vio-
lating the dignity of chil-
dren. Is it because Kejriwal

e
‘knows that he is losing the
elections in Delhi,” Bhatia
asked.

He asked why Kejriwal
was “playing with young and
impressionable minds for
his petty, cheap and dirty
politic

The BJP, he claimed, will
ensure that the “destroyer of
children and a hater of chil-
dren" is thrown out of pow-
er, Heaccused the AAP gm’

ernment of converting schoal

toilets into classrooms for
children and deliberately fail-
ing students in Class 9 and
Class 11 to ensure higher
pass percentages in Class 10
and Class 12.

Headded that people will
celebrate “Happiness Utsav™
— a Delhi government ini-
tiative to commemorate the
‘Happiness Curriculum’ in
its schools — by teaching
the AAP a lesson in the up-
coming polls.

The AAP government
opened no new school de-
spite promising over 500 of
them, and is behind the va-
cancy of almost 80 per cent
post of teachers, he alleged.

Bhatia dubbed Kej s
announcement of Rs 18,000
monthly honorarium to tem-
ple and gurudwara priests as
yet another “false promise”
by the AAP, claiming the
former chief minister knows
that his “political life" is com-
ing to an end.

Until recently his govern-
ment was opening liquor
shops outside religious
places, he said.

The BJP spokesperson
noted that the AAP govern-
ment has also promised a
similar amount to imams
‘but has not paid them for 17
months, “There has been no
bigger fraud and deceitful
politician in India than him,”
he alleged.

constituency, priests from
various temples offered
prayers for Arvind Kejriw-
al'svictory in the upcoming

elections... Just yesterday,
Arvind Kejriwal announced
that granthis and pujaris
will receive Rs 18,000 per
month,” Sisodia said.
Meanwhile, Delhi Minis-
ter of Environment, Forest,
Development, and General

Administration Gopal Rai
also spoke about the
scheme and noted that Del-
hiwould be the first city to
provide an honorarium of
Rs 18,000 per month to
priests and granthis.

“It is the first city where
an honorarium of Rs
18,000 per month will be
given to the priests and
granthis. There were many

Overcast sky marks
year's last day in Delhi

New Delhi

An overcast sky marked the
last day of the vear in Delhi
on Tuesday, with the na-
tional capital’s maximum
temperature settling 2.7
notches below normal at17.7
degrees Celsius.

The minimum tempera-
ture had settled 2.6 notches
above normal at 9.6 degrees
Celsius, the Met office said.

The humidity level fluctu-
ated between 81 per cent
and 87 per cent, it added.

The Met has predicted
partly cloudy skies for
‘Wednesday.

Surface winds are expect-
ed to blow predominantly
from the nortl atspeeds

ternoon and gradually de-
cline to less than 8 kilome-
tres per hour by the evening,

Smogor shallow fogis ex-
pected during the evening
and the night.

‘The maximum and mini-
nmum re like-

discussions on it,” Rai said.

Notably, Kejriwal on
Tuesday launched the reg-
istration for Pujari Granthi
Samman Yojana. He visit-
ed the Shri Marghat Wale
Baba Mandir at Kashmere
Gate along with his wife,
Sunita Kejriwal, to start
the registration for the
scheme.

This comes after the for-
mer Chief Minister of Del-
hi on Monday announced
‘Pujari, Granthi Samman
Yojana,” under which he
stated that the priests of
temples and the ‘granthis’
of the Gurudwara will re-
ceive an honorarium of
about Rs 18,000 per
month. He farther stated
that this scheme would be
implemented once the AAP
from the government wins
in the upcoming pollsin the
national capital.

Atishi, Kejriwal
Conduct
Registration For AAP
Scheme On Priests

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister
Atishi got the granthis of
agurudwara in the Karol
Bagh area registered for
the AAP government's re-
cently a d month-

Iy to settle at 17 and 8 degrees
Celsius, respectively.

On Tuesday, the national
capital’s 24-hour Air Quali-
ty Index (AQI) was recorded
in the ‘poor’ category with a
reading of 283 at 4 pm.

According to Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB)
data, the AQI an Monday
was recorded in the ‘moder-
ate' category with a reading

lower than 8 kilometres per
hour during the morning,
accompanied by smog or
shallow fog in most areas
and moderate fog in isolated
places.

“The wind speedis likely to
increase to 14 to 18 kilome-
tres per hour during the af-

of173,an impi from
Sunday's 225.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered ‘good’, 51
and 100 ‘satisfactory’, 101
and 200 ‘moderate’, 201 and
300 ‘poor!, 301 and 400
‘very poor’, 401 and 450 ‘se-
vere’ and above 450 ‘severe
plus’.

ly honorarium on Tues-
day. During her wvisit,
Atishi offered prayers at
Sant Sujan Singh Maharaj
Gurudwara in central Del-

i

AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal also started the
registration of "Pujari-
Granthi Samman Yojana"
from Marghat Wale Baba
temple at Kashmiri Gate.

After the registration,
Kejriwal took to X, and
wrote, "Today 1 visited
Marghat Baba's temple
(ISBT) and launched the
Pujari Granthi Samman
Yojana. Today is the
birthday of the Mahant
ji here. T also celebrated
his birthday.
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Engineer among three held for
supplying illegal arms, ammunition

New Delhi

hree people, inlud-

ing a BTech gradu-

ate, were arrested

for their alleged in-
valvement in supply of arms
and ammunition in Delhi,
police said on Tuesday.

The acensed have been
identified as Rajesh Choube
(46) from Madhya Pradesh,
Aviral Sharma (35) from Ut-
tar Pradesh and Jitender
Singh (42) from Rajasthan,
they said.

“On November 28, a tip off
regarding a key member of
arms supply syndicate, Ra-
jesh was received that he
was coming near Sector-18,
Metro Station, Rohini to de-

liver huge consignment of il-
legal fire arms,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Special Cell) Amit Kaushik

Mayor's New Year feast
a wasteful expenditure,
says Raja Igbal Singh

New Delhi
The Leader of the Oppo
tion in the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi and for-
mer Mayor, Sardar Raj
Igbal Singh, on Tues

[y
criticised the New Year

feast organised by the Ma
or, clling it a wasteful e
penditure and an act of in-
sensitivity.

He alleged that the eivie
body owes crores in un-
paid salaries and arrears
to its yet it is

Furthermore, Singh
claimed that the
MCD is grappling
with a financial cri-
sis, yet the Mayor
continues to host
lavish events, with
the common peo-
ple bearing the
costs.

spending lakhs on o lunch
party, which reflects the
Mayor's insensitivity. He
added that while the people
of Delhi are suffering from
increasing pollution and
broken roads, AAP leaders
seem more focused on host-

AAP leaders
join Delhi Cong

Staff Reporter

_ New Delhi

Many AAP leaders joined
lhc Delhi Congress here on
. They were wél-
comed to the party fold by
Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav.

With the support and co-
operation of all those who
joined the Congress today,
the pitrty will gain strength
and play creative politics
to bring Congress back into
power in the upcaming as-
sembly elections, yadav
said.

Some of those AAP lead-
ers who joined the Delhi
Congress included AAP’s
joint secretary from the
Badli assembly, Sarbjit
Singh and 2020 assembly
election star campaigner
TFarid Shah.

Yadav said that disillu-
sioned with the corruption
and authoritarian attitude
of farmer CM Arvind Kejri-
wal, people, leaders, minis-
ters, MLAS, councillors and
others were deserting the
sinking AAP ship as it was
heading for a toial rout in
the assembly elections.

Yadav said that leaders
and workers of AAP and
BJP were getting influenced
by the democratic func-
tioning of the Congress un-
der the dynamic leadership
of Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and
leader of opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, who
were fighting to protect the
constitution, uphold
demiocracy, and the doors of
Congress were alwiys open
for those who believed n
the progrmmes and policies
of the party. Others present
on the occasion were ex-MP
Udit Raj, AICC secretary
in-charge of Delhi Danish
Abrar, former Delhi mi
ter Dr Narendra Nath, ex-
MLAs Hari Shankar Gupta,
Hassan Ahmed; Bisham
Sharma and Darshana
Ramkumar, district presi-
dent.Javed Mirza and Con-
gress candidate for the
Mustafabad assembly seat
Ali Mehndi.

ing feasts.

Furthermore, Singh
claimed that the MCD is
grappling with a financial
erisis, yet the Mayor con-
tinues to host lavish events,
with the common people
bearing the costs.

Atrap was laid and Rajesh
was arrested. Five semi-au-
tomatic pistols with 200 live
cartridges were recovered
from him, Kaushik said.

During interrogation, Ra-
jesh disclosed that he had
procured illegal arms from
local supplier of MP and 0l-

ammunitions from ane
Aviral Sharma of Agra in
UP. Rajesh was suppose to
further supply these arms
and ammunition in the areas
of Delhi and UP.

“On November 30,0n the
instance of Rajesh, Aviral
was arrested from Agra, UP
and 50 live cartridges were
recovered fram him. Dur-
ing interrogation, Aviral dis-
closed that he also supplied
the ammunition to Jitender
in Rajasthan,” another officer
said.

Subsequently, on Decem-

ber 2, Jitender was arrested
from Rajasthan's Dholpur
and 25 live cartridges were
recovered from him, he said.

Rajesh is involved in the il
legal supply of firearms since:
2013.

In 2013, he met Mohsin,
who lured him in the crime
introduced him with the lo-
cal supplier of arms of MP,
the police said.

He procured illegal pis-
tols from local supplier and
live cartridges from Aviral
Shamra and further supplied
the same tovarious persons
of Delhi, MP and UP. He
was previously found in-
volved in three criminal cas-
es including an Arms Act

case, they said.

Aviralis a BTech graduate
and was working in a multi-
national company in Noida,
He procured nmmunition
from various local suppliers
of MP and further supplied
the same to various persons
including Rajesh and Jiten-
der.

Jitender has allegedly
committed several heinous
crimes including dacoity,
robbery, atternpt to murder,
riots, extortion in Rajasthan
He was previously involved
in 10 criminal cases. He was
carlier arrested by Special
Cell in an Arms Act case in
the year 2019, the police
added.

BJP MLAs stage sit-in over CAG reports
pending presentation in Assembly

New Delhi
Delhi BJP MLAs, under the
leadership of Leader of the
Opposition in the Assembly
Vijender Gupta, staged a
sit-in at .uum:mhiv Speuker

Tuesday, dmelmg aspe
cial session of the Assembly
to present the 14 Comptral-
ler and Auditor General
(CAG) reports. During the
sit-in, the Opposition MLAs
handed over a memoran-
dum to the Speaker, insist-
ing him to direct the gov-
ernment to table the reports
in the Assembly without
further delay.

Attacking the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government on
the issue, Gupta said, “The
government has crossed all
limits of shamelessness by

sentation of the 14 CAG
reports in the Assembly di
spite mounting pressure
from all sides. This delay ap
pears to be a desperate at-
tempt to conceal the cor-
ruption of the AAP hidden
in these reports from the
public while completing its

Atishi writes to LG over alleged
demolition of religious structures in Delhi

Dethi
Minister Atishi
y wrote to Lieu-

against alleged demolition
of Hindu temples and Bud-
dhist places of worship
revered by Dalit community,
She has mentioned in her
communication, requesting
the LG that no such reli-
gious places be demolished,
in view of the feelings of
people and their religious
sentiments,
Inaletter to LG, she men-
tioned that it has been
brought to her attention that

the Religious Committee has
ordered the demolition of
numerous religions struc-
tures all across Delhi, in a

meeting dated 22.11.2024

tenure.”

Reealling that the BJP
legislative party had sub-
mitted a memorandum on
19th December over the
matter, hesaid, “Today, the

been pending with the gov-

ernment for the past two

years and are vet te be

tabled in the Assembly. Fail-

ure to do so not only violates

the constitutional rights of
Bl

C bmitted an-
other d re-

the bers but
also es public

questing the Speaker to call
a special session of the As-
sembly. The memorandum
underlined that the CAG
regularly audits government
to ensure
accountabili-

v, ssment of fi-
nancial and administrative
practices,”

“Performing its duty, the
CAG submitted audit re-
portsof various government
departments for 2017-18
to 2021-22 to the govern-
ment. But these reports have

mentand decided to demol-
ish several temples.
The CM has said |h.|l the

tures would hurt !hr. reli-
gious sentiments of the con-
cerned communities.

The CM has said that un-
til last year, all decisions of
the Religious Committes
would be sent to the LG, via
the CM and the Minister
(Home), Delhi.

She claimed that the files

fime th ;

She alleged that the said
committee has allegedly b
passed the elected govern-

Delhi court faults victim's testimony,
acquits two men in attempt to murder case

New Delhi

A Delhi court has acquitted
two men in a 2022 attempt
to murder ease after finding
gaps in the victim's testi-
mony.

testimonies in the category
of neither wholly reliable
nor wholly unreliable re-
quired correboration on
material aspects.

The court was hearing a
case against Afshan and
Faisal, who were aceused of

stabbing  Mohammad
Yawar on October 28,
2022,

In its verdict dated De-
cember 22, the court s:
there was no legal impedi-
ment in convicting a person
on the sole testimony of
the complainant or the vie-
tim but given the doubts in
Yuhar statements, it had
1 ton corroboration.

"Genenrally speaking, oral
testimony in this context
may be classified into three
categories, namely, wholly
reliable, wholly unrelinble
and neither wholly reliable
nor wholly unreliable.” the
ordersaid.

The court said it had to
be cautious in the third
category and look for cor-
roboration in material par-

ticulars through reliable

testimony, direct or cir-
cumstantial.

According to the victim,
he had gone home after
being stabbed and assault-
ed, which was about 2 kilo-
meter from the scene of
orume.

"He was conscions and fit
enough to reach his house
at a distance of 1-2 km
without anybody’s assis-
tance but he did not go to
any hospital for treatment,
or make any call to the po-
lice or to his family, which
an ordinary prudent person
in such a situation would

conduct after the incident.

"So the testimony of
prosecution witness 1 falls
in the third category, ie, it
is neither wholly reliable
not wholly unreliable and
therefore, corroberation in
mat
quired. No other evidence
is brought on the record by
the prosecution to corrob-
orate his festimony,” the
court said.

The court said the sec-
ond eye witness in the case
turned hostile and did not

directly reaching his office af-
ter an order from the LG of-
fice last year,

NDMC to host
‘Suvidha Camp

on Jan 4

New Delhi
The New Dellii Municipal
Coundl (NDMC) announced
on Tuesday that it will or-
gamsc its next ‘Suvidha

»

tion, and grievance redressal
services for its stakehold-
ers.The Suvidha Camp will
take place from 10:30 an to
12:30 pm.
The civic body stated that
helpdesks from various de-
i 5

le

suppart the p 's

trust, as citizens have the
right to know how public
funds are being utilized,”
Gupta asserted.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition said the extensive de-
lay in presenting these re-
ports raises serious doubts
about the government's in-
tent. “We have demanded
that the Speaker should im-
mediate | a special ses-
sion and direct the govern-
ment to table the CAG re-
ports in the Assembly,” he
said.

Cong Dikshit to file criminal,
defamation case against
Atishi and Sanjay Singh

New Delhi
Congress canchdate from the
New Delhi Assembly con-
stituency Sandeep Dikshit
I aid that he will file
defamation cases against
Delhi chief minister Atishi
Aam Aadmi Party (AAF)
Sabha MP Sanjiy
Singh over their allegation
against him of receiving fi-
nancial support from the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BIP).

At a press conference, Dik-
shit said, *5-6 days ago, Del-
hi CM Atishi said that 1 am
taking a huge amount of
money from the BIP... For
the last 10-12 years, they
have targeted Congress, me
and my family. I have sever-
al questions to ask AAP from
the last 10-12 years...”

“He (Arvind Kejriwal)
used to walk around with
360-page evidence against
the Sheila Dikshit govern-
ment. BJP's Vijay Kumar
Malhotra told me that a del-
egation of BJP met Arvind
Kejriwal after he became
CM and asked for that ¢
dence. Arvind Kejriwal
showed 360 newspaper cut-
tings. He is the first person
whogives newspaper cutting

as evidence,” the Congress
Ieader added further.
Dikshit, son of former Del-
hi chief minister Sheilz Dik-
shit, is contesting the up-
coming assembly elections in
the national capital, against
former CM and AAP con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal.
Earier, Atishi and Singh
alleged in a press confer-
ence that BIP was funding
Congress candidates in Del-
hi. Atishi claimed Sandecp
Dikshit and the Congress
candidate from Jangpura,
Farhad Suri, are receiving

support from the BJP.

«u.;. when CM Atishi said
that we are taking money
from BJP, that day former
PM  Manmohan Singh
passed away. That is why
wecould notdo a press
ference. After this press con-
ference, Twill file a criminal
and defamation case
against OM Atishi and San-
Jjay Singh. I will ask them to
giveme Rs 10 crore. Twill do-
nate Rs 5 crore for Yamuna
cleaning and Rs 5 crore for
the issue of pollution in Del-
hi,” Dikshit stated.

AAP Govt failed in Delhi, didn’t
provide benefits of welfare
schemes to people: Sehrawat

New Delhi

BJP MP from West Delhi,
Kamaljeet Sehrawat on
Tuesday hit-out at the AAP
Government and high-
lighted the alleged failures
of the ruling dispensation
across the assembly seg-
ments, which are part of
her parliamentary con-
stituency.

Sehrawat, while ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence at West Delhi Dis-
trict Office, issued a charge
sheet against the state gov-
ernment, where she
flagged its alleged false
promises to the people in
the area during the past 10
vears. She accused the Del-
hi government of not being
able to issue ration cards,
stating that a total of
156800 such cards were
to be made in her parlia-
mentary constituency, but
till 2015 68000 were
made, while she ques-
tioned as to why the AAP
government kept people
away from centre's
schemes.

Sehrawat also alleged
that Kejriwal had claimed
to bring up 11000 new bus-
es, 500 schools and 20

theory over the identifi
tion of the accused per-
sons.

"The court has no hesi-
tation to conclude that
there are many contradic-
tions in the testimony of in-
jured Yawar and same is
not consistent and its ve-
racity is shaken.. therefore,
same eannot be relied upon

address grie for
ice users, employees, llm-
dent Welfare Associations
(RWAs), Market Traders’
Asspciations (MTAs), and
residents.

ities in Delhi, but

did not deliver on this
promise.

The BIP MP accused the

AAP government of not

giving farmers their due

Sehrawat, while ad-
dressing a press con-
ference at West
Delhi District Office,
issued a charge
sheet against the
state government,
where she flagged
its alleged false
promises to the peo-
ple in the area dur-
ing the past 10
years.

—
status, and alleged that it
was biased towards them.
She further alleged that
the condition of Ractula
Rao, Indira Gandhi llu‘i~
pital and other hospits
50 bad in the area, thatifa
serious patient arrives, he or
she has to go to Deendayal
Upadhyay Hospital.

Sehrawat also poin!
the alleged delay in o
the “garbage mountains,”
noting that instead of -
proving waste management,
Delhi has hecome more pol-
luted

She also pointed out at the
alleged failures of Delhi Jal
Board, claiming that areas
like Balbir Nagar and Dwar-
ka are experiencing sewage
water entering households,

‘The MP also accused the
AAP government of al-
legedly ‘misusing Rs 80
crore under the guise of
cleanliness, particularly in
the Najafgarh zone.

She urged the Delhi gov-
ermnment to sign the Mol for
implementing the Ayush-
man Bharat scheme across.
the state by January 5,
blaming Kejriwal for de-
priving Delhi residents of
free healtheare under this
initintive,

Three Bangladeshi immigrants held in SW Delhi

New D\Hll

Inits efforts on

being i and un-
corroborated,” the verdict

havedone. Further, head-  held. Both men were ac-
mitted he did not tell any-  quitted on account of the
thing about the incidentto  prosecution failing to prove
the PCR police officials,”  the charges against them
the court observed. beyond a reasonable doubt.

The victim's (eslnmm\ The Jamia Nagar police
was found in station regi 1 an FIR
particularly on the number  against the duo under See-

of assailants, motive be-
hind the offence and his

tions 307 and 34 of the
IPC.

the illegal migrants, Delhi
Police have apprehended
three Bangladeshi immi-
grants, including a mother-
son duo, and another person
who were living in South
West Delhi, it said on Tues-
day.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South West) Suren-
drn Choudhary said, “The

mother was residing for
more than 20 years and the
son came in 2020 due to
the family s financial hard-
ship. Both of them have been
deported to Bangladesh
through the Foreigners Reg-
istration Office (FRRO)".
The breakthrough came
on December 29, when act-
ing on a tip off, Naim Khan
was intercepted from Shas-
tri Market and his mother

was also detained subs
quently from Katwaria S
m South West Delli where
they were residing, Choud-
liary mentioned. Alswo, the
third migrant, Akhtar Seikh,
aconstruction labourer was
first apprehended ina mse at
Sarojini Nagar police station
whao later got bail and went
into hiding after the verifica-
tion process began.
However, yesterday he was

traced near Sarofini Nagar
railway station. He told the
police that he belongs to West
Bengal but on being asked
about doauments, he was un-
able to show or prove any of
his identity proof. On further
interrogation he disclosed
that he was born in Madar-
ganj, Kochaghata, Bangladesh
and he came to West Bengal
in 2004 by illegal means by
Innd surreptitiously.




CHANDIGARH/NCR
Haryana governor, CM Saini, ] P Nadda pay
tributes to Chautala during condolence meeting

UP's religious
hotspots
packed with
devotees for
New Year
celebrations

Ayodhya

As the New Year ap-
proaches, Uttar
Pradesh's iconic  reli-
gious destinations -- Ay-
odhya, Varanasi and
Mathura -- are experi-
encing an overwhelming
influx of devotees.

With enhanced se-
curity measures and
detailed erowd man-
agement plans in place,
these hoY cities are
prepared to accommo-
date the huge number of
pilgrims flocking to tem-
ples and sacred sites for
a spiritual start to 2025.

Ayodhya is witnessing
a massive surge in dev-
otees ahead of the New
Year, particularly with
the newly consecrated
Ram temple attractin,
thousands eager to seel
blessings from Lord
Ram.

The hotel accommo-
dations in Ayodhya and
nearby Faizabad are ful-
Iy booked and the tem-
ple trust has extended
the "darshan” hours to
manage the expected
crowd.

"We are ready to wel-
come the devotees and
all our rooms have
been reserved through
January 15," said Ankit
Mishra, the owner of a

hotel,

While the Hindu
New Year is celebrat-
ed around March-April,
many devotees opt to
visit on the first day of
the English calendar
year for a glimpse of
Ram Lalla.

"They wish to start the
vear with blessings from
the deity," explained
Ramakant Tiwari, a lo-
cal priest,

is New Year marks
the first since the Ram
temple's  consecration,
making it a particularly
significant occasion.

Ayodhya Senior Su-
perintendent of Police
(SSP) Rajkaran Nayyar
confirmed robust securi-
ty arrangements across
key religious sites like
the Ram temple, Hanu-
mangarhi and Guptar
Ghat.

Varanasi is also brac-
ing for an unprecedent-
ed number of visitors
this New Year.

To handle the influx,
the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple has  banned
spamh (touch) darshan”
from ber 31 to

____ Chandigarh

aryana Governor
Dattatreya, Chief
Minister Nayab

Saini, Union Minister
and BJP chief J P Na-
dda, SAD leader Sukhbir
Singh Badal and others
on Tuesday paid tributes
to INLD patriarch O P
Chautala, who passed
away recently.

At the “shradhanja-
li sabha" (condolence
meeting) in Chau
Sahib Ram Stadium in
the Chautala village,
condolence messages to
the Chautala family sent
by President Droupndl
Murmu, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
Punjab Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria were also
read out.

O P Chautala, who was
a five-time chief minis-
ter, died in Gurugram on
Denemher 20. He was

At the "shradhanjali
sabha" (condolence
meeting) in Chaudhary
Sahib Ram Stadium in
the Chautala village,
condolence messages

to the Chautala family
sent by President
Droupadi Murmu,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Punjab Governor

Gulab Chand Kataria
were also read out. I

Chautala played an
important role in Hary-
ana’s politics during his
long public life and he
was always dedicated to
the development of the
region, Murmu said.

The prime minister
said that Chautala was an

rienced leader and
icient administrator.
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BJP chief and Union
Health Minister J P Na-
dda said the demise of
Om Prakash Chautala is
not just a matter of grief
for the family, but it is a

sad moment for the en-
tire state.
In a way, it is the end
of an era in the political
sphere, he said about
Chautala’s demise.
Punjab Governor Gu-
lab Chand Kataria said

End of era in politics”: JP Nadda
pays trlbute to OP Chautala

Sirsa
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) national pmxdenk
and Union Minister JP
Nadda on Monday paid
homage to former Har-
yana Chief Minister Om
Prakash Chautala and
said that the entire state
and the country were sad-
dened by his demise.

“This is the end of an
era in polities,” Nadda
said “me addressing
the gathering in a con-
dolence program for the
late Chautala.

Nadda further said
that Chautala always
raised his voice for the

people including the
middle class, labour
class, farmers or any

other section of society.
As the Chief Minister of
Haryana, he contributed
a lot to the state’s devel-
opment, he added.

“His demise is heart-
breaking for all of us.
First of all, I want to pray
his soul gets peace. May
the god give strength to
the family to get through
this difficult time. His
demise doesn't only af-
fect his family or the
community, but the en-

tire Haryana and the
3 saddened by
his demise. This is the
end of an era in politics.
1 got the opportunity to
work with him. TTe was
a cheerful person and
a senior leader. He was
always ready to raise his
voice for the people — be
it for the middle class,
labour class, farmers or
any other section of the
society,” Nadda said.
“He gave everything
for Haryana's develop-
ment as the Chief Min-

Govt forfeits medal awarded
to CBI inspector who was
arrested in bribery case

New Delhi

Jan\laly 1. The visitors
will be allowed to view
the deity from a distance
to avoid overcrowding.

The police have imple-
mented extensive secu-
rity measures, with 45
duty points across major
locations, including Assi
Ghat and Sankat Mo-
chan Temple.

Kashi Zone Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP) Gaurav Bansal
said the NDRF, Water
Palice and PAC teams
have been deployed at
key points.

With an estimated five
to seven lakh visitors,
the temple area has been
divided into five sectors
and 12 quick reaction
teams are on standby to
handle any emergency.

Mathura-Vrindavan is
also seeing an enormous
crowd of devotees. The
temple authorities have
urged the elderly, sick
and children to avoid
visiting during peak
time,

"We advise the devo-
tees to assess the crowd
before visiting to pre-
vent inconvenience,”
said Munish Sharma,
the manager of Banke
Bihari Temple.

Advt Contact:
9618-199941

The government has
“forfeited” the Union
Home Minister’s medal
for Excellence in Inves-
tigation awarded to CBI
Inspector Rahul Raj
in 2023 who was later
caught by the agency
md-handed, n]legeﬂA
ly receiving Rs 10 lakh
bribe and dismissed
from the service, offi-
cials said.

The action comes
on the recommenda-
tion of CBI director
Praveen Sood who
has cracked down on
corr;{)t elements de-
tected in the agency’s
internal vigilance pro-
cess.

Raj, a recipient of
a prestigious medal
in 2023, was caught
“red-handed” on May
19 while allegedly ac-
cepting an illegal grat-

Haryana CS reviews 11 infrastructure projects worth Rs 5,7

Chandigarh
Haryana Chief Secretary
Dr Vivek Joshi on Tues-
day conducted a compre-
hensive review of 11 infra-
structure projects worth
over Rs 100 crore each of
five key departments, in-
cluding Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying,
Civil Aviation, Health and
Family Welfare, and En-
According to an official
statement, these pro-

i}

ification of Rs 10 lakh
from Malay College of
Nursing chairman Anil
Bhaskaran and his
wife Suma Anil, an of-
ficial alleged. The cou-
ple were also arrested.

CBI swung into ac-
tion after inputs and
surveillance by its in-
ternal vigilance unit
indicated that one of
the support teams con-
stituted on the orders
of the Madhya Pradesh
High Court to examine
the infrastructure in
nursing colleges in the
state was indulging in
corruption.

Officials  in  the
know of develop-
ments said that CBI
director Sood had
made it clear in no
uncertain terms that

“internal vigilance is

prerequisite to exter-
nal action”.

jects, with a combined
estimated cost of Rs
5758 crore, are aimed
at enhancing the state’s
infrastructure and im-
proving the delivery of
services to its citizens.

The projects re-
viewed today include
three projects of Ag-
riculture and Farmers’

Welfare Department
worth Rs 2,039.50
crore, two projects

of Animal Husbandry
and Dairying Depart-

er. Ile contributed
a lot towards making
Haryana a Viksit state...
He fearlessly raised the
voice and issues of the
people...” he added.

Nadda was accompa-
nied by Haryana Chief
Minister Navab Singh
Saini who also paid trib-
utes to former Haryana
CM Chautala.

OP Chautala passed
away on December 20
at Medanta Hospital
in Gurugram. He was
aceorded state honour

at the Tejakhera farm-
house on December 21.
People also paid their
last respects to former
Haryana CM at the Te-
jakhera farmhouse. The
Haryana  government
had declared a holiday
for all schools in the
state today following the
demise of the Indian Na-
tional Lok Dal (INLD)
supremo.

Earlier, the Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini described
INLD leader Prakash
Chautala as a visionary
leader and stated that he
will always be remem-
bered for his contribu-
tion to the politics of the
state,

Paying his tribute,
CM Saini said, *I ex-
Fress my deep condo-
lences on the demise
of senior leader Chaud-
hary Om Prakash Chau-
tala ji. With his demise,
a chapter of Haryana
polities has come to an
end. His contribution
to Haryana politics will
always be remembered.
Chautala ji's person;
ty was a symbol of si
plicity and struggle.”

Chautala’s demise is an
irreparable loss for the
state as well as the entire
country.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Haryana Governor
Dattatreya talked about
various steps Chautala

took for Haryana's pro-
gress.

Chief Minister Nay-
ab Saini said Chautala
dedicated his life for
Haryana and gave a new
direction to the state's
development.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Shiromani Akali
Dal leader and former
Punjab  deputy chief
minister Su{:hhir Singh
Badal said Chaudhary
Devi Lal and his fami-
ly have always been the
voice of farmers, poor
and weaker sections.

"Chaudhary Devi Lal,
Parkash Singh Badal,
Chaudhary Charan Sin-
gh used to raise voice
of farmers,” said Badal,
as he talked about deep
bonds which former
deputy prime minis-
ter Devi Lal and former
Punjab chief minister
Parakash Singh Badal
had.

One-year target set
for TB Mukt Haryana

Kumari Arti Singh Rao
has said that the cam-
paign to eliminate TB
from the state will run
till March 25, 2025,

the target has been set to
eliminate TB in one year
by December 2025.

The Minister called
upon the people to
cooperate in the TB
Eradication Campaign.

She said that the
100-day TB  Mukt
Campaign has been

launched at the state
level from December 7,
2024. She said that the
present state govern-
ment has set a target
to eliminate TB from
the state by December
2025.
The
formed

Minister in-
that during
this campaign, the
team of the Health
Department is iden-
tifying TB patients by
going to every city and
village in every dis-
trict. In this, the pa-
tients diagnosed with
TB are being provided
tests and medicines
free of cost under the
government scheme.

The Health Minister
said that the Dep:
ment is making dedi-
cated efforts to realize
Chief Minister Nayab

Singh Saini’s n of
TB-Mukt Haryana.
She said that the

medical officers of the
state should not con-
sider this campaign as
just a duty but should
work with full commit-
ment,

She informed that
under the Nikshay
Poshan Yojana, the
government also gives
an_incentive amount
of Rs 1000 per month
to TB patients till the
treatment is over.

Kumari Arti Singh
Rao said that under
this campaign, doctors
should also encour-
age citizens to become
Nikshay Mitra and
give them information
about the Nikshay por-
tal.

The MHealth Minis-
ter has also appealed
to the citizens of the
state to come forward
for health checkups
under the TB-free
campaign being run
across the state.

Police taking action against culprits
of SC girl's suicide in Loharu: Bedi

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Regarding the suicide
of a girl belonging to
Scheduled Caste catego-
1y studying at a college
in Loharu, Haryana So-
cial Justice and Empow-
erment Minister, Krish-
an Bedi said that action
is being taken against
those responsible for the
girl's death. In response
to tweets made by Con-
gress leaders on the mat-
ter, he said that instead
of defending the cul-
prits, those who tweet-

should focus on de-
manding action against
them. An FIR has been
filed, and the police are
working diligently to ap-
prehend the culprits.
Speaking to media
persons here today, the
Minister said that the
college where the girl

ment worth Rs 215.36
crore, one project of
Civil Aviation Depart-
ment worth Rs 1205
crore, one project of
Health and Family
Welfare  Department
worth Rs 500 crore
and four projects of
Energy  Department
worth Rs 898.64 crore.

Issuing strict direc-
tions, the chief secre-
tary said unnecessary
delay in the comple-
tion of the projects

studied had been talking
about for free education
and transport facilities
inthe area for some time.
He added that videos of
the local MLA are also
available on social me-
dia in the regard. In this
case, the victim's father
has filed a complaint
with the palice, all

that the college princi-

pal and his brother had
mentally and physically
tortured the girl. An FIR

within the stipulated
timelines would not be
tolerated. If any con-
tractor or agency fails
to adhere to the time-
lines, the departments
should take immediate
action against them
and take other neces-
sary steps to complete
the projects. He said
the departments must
update the status of
projects on the portal
at regular intervals.

e directed officials

* 1
was registered in this
regard at the Loharu po-
lice station on December
7, and the police are ac-
tively working to appre-
hend the culprits.

He said that the lead-
ers who are tweeting
about this case should
focus  on  demanding
action against the cul-
prits. He added that by
tweeting  half-hearted-
ly, these leaders are at-
tempting to shield the

to regularly monitor
and speed up the work
of developing the Ap-
ple, Fruit and Vegeta-
ble Market at Pinjore,
being constructed at a
cost of Rs 139.50 crore,

It was informed that
the work of construc-
tion of Phase II of
Swaran Jayanti Inte-
grated Aviation Hub in
Hisar has been almost
completed and the re-
maining work will be
completed at the ear-

culprits. They should
instead work towards
ensuring justice for the
vietim girl.

He questioned why
these Congress leaders
did not tweet during
the Mirchpur incident.
Targeting the former
Chief Minister, he asked
whether Bhupinder Sin-
gh Hooda would ask his
MLA about this matter,

He condemned such
tweets that seem to de-
fend the culprits, urg-
ing the leaders to re-
tract their tweets and
focus on demanding ac-
tion against the culprits
to ensure justice for the
victim girl.

Minister Krishan Bedi
said that the govern-
ment stands with the
victim’s family, and ac-
tion will be taken against
the culprits.

liest. The Integrated
Aviation Hub is being
constructed at a cost of
Rs 1,205 crore and will
give a boost to air con-
nectivity in Haryana,
For the construction
of animal farms/animal
sheds and construc-
tion of poultry farms
shed buildings at LU-
VAS, Hisar, the tender
has been allotted and
further  construction
work is underway, the
Chief Secretary was in-

Denied exam
over fee,
Dalit girl dies
by suicide;
probe on

Bhiwani
The alleged suicide of a
BA final-year Dalit stu-
dent from Fartia Bhim
village, has sparked
outrage in Singhani vil-
e, Loharu subdivision,
Bhiwani, Diksha, a stu-
dent at a private college,
reportedly ended her
life after being denied
Eerrmssmn to appear in
er examinations due to
unpaid fee.

According to the com-
plaint by her father,
Jagdish, the 22-year-
old was set to take her
fifth-semester ~ exams
earlier this month but
was barred from doing
so by the college author-
ities over a pending fee
of Rs 35,000, along with
the current year’s dues.

“I requested the college
authorities to give more
time to pay the fee. But
the request was turned
down,” he said.

The Bhiwani police
have registered a case
against four persons in-
cluding the college own-
er, his son and daughter
besides the college prin-
cipal, and started inves-
tigation.

Jagdish  said  her
daughter hanged her-
self to a ceiling fan on
the night of December
24. The family called the
police. He said they cre-
mated her next day and
the police registered a
case of suicide. But he
submitted a complaint
against the college au-
thorities on December
27, alleging pressure
from them which led her
daughter to commit sui-
cide. Jagdish said he was
not in the right frame of
mind after her death and
thus he delmed 1odp.mg
the complaint against
the college authorities.

SGPC demands
judicial enquiry
into police
encounter which
killed three
youths in UP

Chandigarh

‘The Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) executive held
a meeting on Tuesday,
extending the probe du-
ration against Jathedar
Giani Harpreet Singh by
one month. The com-
mittee also demanded a
Jjudicial inquiry into the
police encounter of three
Punjab youths in Uttar
Pradesh and rejected the
demand for excommu-
nication of Narain Singh
Chaura from the Panth.

The executive, led by
SGPC president Har-
jinder Singh  Dhami,
passed a resolution
extending the term of
the investigation panel
formed on December 19.
The decision was made
considering the upcom-
ing election of Haryana
Silgdl Gurdwara Manage-
ment Committee (11SG-
MC).

A resolution con-
demmned the police en-
counter of the three
Punjab youths, terming
it a serious violation of
human rights and a de-
liberate action.

The executive also
58 crore
formed.

It was informed that
92 per cent work of
renovation of exist-
ing 11 KV feeder line
under Smart City Pro-
gramme, Gurugram
Maruti and IDC subdi-
visions and 79 per cent
work of renovation of
existing 11 KV feed-
er line under Smart
City Programme, Gu-
rugram South City &
Kadipur subdivisions
has been completed.
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Breaking Time

Emerging concerns between
humans and technology in 2025

Sudoku
What to do

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every
3x3 box contains the digit 1 to 9. Every puzzle has only
correct solution

By Priyanka Saurabh

Experts say the year
2025 will be even more
technology-driven and
present even greater
challenges. People will
have far fewer friends,
as relationships are di-
minishing due to the
lack of regular person-
al contact. | think the

di

or one ex-
5 opti-
ic or pessi-
stic views nhmn!l:;e
year 2025, it is true that
‘these thinkers have also
expressed  their con-
cerns for the near future
of humans and digital
technologies. Most of
their concerns center
on the growing power of
technology companies
that control the tlow of
information in people’s
lives and their ability to
compromise the privacy
and autonomy of indi-
viduals.

It is highly unlikely
that there will be a suc-
cessful movement an-
ytime soon to change
market capitalism and
the competitive impera-
tive to make profit a pri-
mary priority. Solutions
to this problem have a
double-edged  quality,
as the opportunity and

11 are equally

tionalist intense focus
on the couple and the
nuclear family will be
stifling. Life will be even
more technology-driv-
en, bringing even great-
er challenges.

present. The spread of
falsehoods through so-
cial media and olher dig-
ital platform
social, political,
economic order.

Some
ossible solutions may
impede civil liberties,

The unstoppable flow
of lies, misinformation,
and disinformation on-
line is divisive, danger-
ous, and destructive.
The health-monitoring,
work-monitoring, and
security solutions that
could be implement-
ed would expand mass
surveillance,  threaten
human rights, and make
more and more regions
of the world more au-
thoritarian,

The rapid automa-
tion of more business
systems and processes
due to telework is reduc-
ing the number of jobs
available for humans.
Additionally, people’s
mental health is being
affected by such a peri-
od of extreme isolation.
Who will take action to
bring about the posi-
tive changes needed to
tackle all these obvious
issues?

The confluence of de-
teriorating  economic
conditions, civil unrest,
and uncertain long-term
pandemic outcomes
seems to me as more
likely to lead to tech-
nology-related harm
and abuse, especially as
products come to market
with less rigor on threat
modeling, risk assess-
ment, etc. Technology
will become even more
pervasive in our lives, in
every aspect. It will ena-
ble work, more choices,

and better service, but it
will come at a great cost.
Increased  surveillance,
loss of privacy, greater
risk—both for individu-
als and politica ems.

The confluence of de-
teriorating  economic
conditions, civil unrest,
and uncertain long-term
pandemic outcomes
seems to me as more
likely to lead to tech-
nology-related ~ harm
and abuse, especially as

roducts come to mar-
ket with less rigor on
threat modeling, risk as-
sessment, etc. The vast
and largely unregulat-
ed power of technology
companies  operating
with little or no trans-
parency, accountability,
or oversight worries me.

The nexus of these
companies with author-
itarian and anti-demo-
cratic forces everywhere
worries me. 2025 will
be worse for the aver-

age person based on
economic, health, and
well-being factors, re-
sulting in impacts such

creased (‘lehl Jower
savings, and lower wage
growth.

Women  with chil-
dren have faced a lot of
pressure to drop out of
the workforee or work
part-time to cover the
childeare gap that has
been created by school
closures and their male

partner  not  ‘taking
50/50 responsibility for
their children.

This will result in life-
long financial impacts
a sense of hopeless-
ness. There is a signifi-
cant nss:l ility of ongo-
ing ability following
a u)mnaum@ infection,
given what is coming
out about medium- and
long-term lung damage
and chronic post-viral
fatigue.

People will have a lot
fewer friends because
relationships are dimin-
ishing because of the
lack of regular in-person
contact. Ithink there will
he a somewhat neo-tra-
ditionalist intense focus
on the couple and the
nuclear family that will
be quite stifling. The
monopolies of technolo-
gy companies will grow;
a lot of activity is con-
centrated in fou.r or five
Look

EINE

at the negnm'c impact of
Amazon on the broader
retail sector.

There is a lot of reli-
ance on these compa-
nies’ platforms; there
will be a screen-cen-
for everything,
w\elher it's social life,

work, or

art. There is too much
emphasis in society on
what technology can do
well, ie, convenience,
rather than what it can-
not do, such as the level
of interaction or quality
of experience.

Only we can save our-
The *new society’
iety that is more
divided than ever in
history. We are already
recording every breath,
every step, every heart-
beat. Which will also be
quite dangerous.

About the Author

(Priyanka Saurabh,
Research Scholar in
Politica! Scienie)

Bangladesh Govt ini-
tially tried to conceal
its communal agenda
as an internal affair of
Bangladesh but could
not contain things for
too long and got ex-
posed at international
level.The soft shell of
secularism in Bangla-
desh faded with the
ouster of Sheikh Hasina
from her post.

Bangladesh towing Pakistan-implications

Bangladesh celebrat-
ed its victory day on
Dec 15thafter neglecting
not only the army that
made 93000 Pakistani
soldiers to surrender
but also its father of the
nation Sheikh Mujibur-
Rahman who worked
for the independence of
the country.There was
no mention of India’s
contribution in the inde-
I)endenm war of Bang-
adesh in the speech of
Mohd Yunus.The pres-
ent interim government
under Mohd Yunus has
not only neglected the
atrocities of Pakistani
army on  Bangladesh-
is but is trying to get
cosy with Pakistan. The
rrrsvnl turmoil in Bang-
adesh started with a
student agitation is at-
taining new heights by
adding horrific stories
every day to its cred-
it. The birth of Bangla-
desh was on the bases
of language rather than
religion but every day
atrocities on Hindus, its
anti ~ India tirade, love
for Pakistan,along with
growing fanaticism em-
phatically conveys the
interim  governments
aversion to idea of its
founding fathers.It is im-
portant to point out here
that the constitution of
Bangladesh holds that
the state shall ensure
equal status and equal
rights in the practice of
Hindy, Christian and
other religions. Free-
dom of religion is guar-
anteed by Bangladeshi
constitution.It calls for
equal rights to all its citi-
zens irrespective of their
religious differences.
The interim government
pandering to extrem-
ists, an inactive mili-
tary, shrinking space
for  minorities,voices
to declare Bangladesh

vation.

Ranslad

h Govt ini-

bour? Iow India will
re<p<md to the present

tially tried to conceal its
communal agenda as an
internal affair of Bangla-
desh but could not con-
tain things for o long
and got exposed at inter-
national level.The soft
shell of secularism in
Bangladesh faded with
the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina from her post.
The interim Govern-
ment, supported by Pa-
kistan, seems least both-
ered about hardeore
Islamic fanatics roaming,
on the roads of Bang-
ladesh delivering hate
speeches against India,

anti-Hindu  sloganeer-
ing, burning temples,
desecrating  all signs
of Mujibur  Rehman
and ISIS too is visible
in these congregations.
Why it is adopting Pdkl-
stan brand of

in its neigh-
bourhood? Why Bangla-
desh is acquiring arms
from Pakistan, China
and Turkey? Is it out of
fear of India’s reaction
or has Bangladesh some
other plan? Will there
be more terrorist infil-
tration in India from its
north eastern borders?
Will the turmoil create
more space for China in
the region? Will India be
facing another Pakistan
on its eastern borders?
what will be the impact
of communal polities of
Bangladesh on Bangla-
deshi Hindus and other
minorities? Was CAA
not required? Is Paki-
stan using it against In-
dia? What made Bang-
ladesh to rejuvenate
relations with Pakistan
dﬁplle fighting against
it for its freed and

and anti- India politics
is a big question in itself
and has given rise to cer-
tain pertinent questions
like: Why Iindus are
vietimised in Bangla-
desh? Do the agitators
know the implication
of their outbursts on
Bangladech eu)rmm}f

B want

an Islamic state, makes
one to see Bangladesh
turning into a replica of
Pakistan. All this indi-
cates, Bangl
slide back in ,
ally with Pakistan as a
mirror state with similar
dispensation and moti-

m acc-«-pt ‘the Pakistani
hegemony against which
it had struggled in 1970?
Does Bangladesh bear
no respect for the contri-
bution of India in achiev-
ing its freedom? What
will be its consequences
for India as a meigh-

ethnic identity as lm‘h
have been Islamic coun-
tries?

Bangladesh has re-
portedly relaxe
restrictions, mdu(lmg
security clearance  for
Pakistani nationals in
Bangladesh, this will
carry two effects. FirﬂH 7
it will lead to an
tion in the movement
of Pakistani intelligence
people in Bangladesh
which can poses a major
security threat to India
as India and Bangladesh
share long and porous
border of 4,096-kilom-

eters. It may ultimately
result in more infiltra-
tion in India’s north
eastern states, especial-
ly Assam, West Bengal,
Mizoram,Meghalaya ete.
secondly in the long run
it will create problems
for Dhaka too as the two
countries are on differ-
ent levels of economic
growth so people from
Pakistan will find it bet-
ter to settle in Bangla-
desh,

The unrest in Bangla-
desh and mute reactions
of Bangladesh interim
Government  will  en-

ing the direct connec-
tion between Pakistan
and Bangladesh under
Yunus Government.
This conveys the shift in
Yunus strategy towards
Pakistan. This initiative
will accelerate existing
trade flow and promote
new opportunities for
business from both sides,
The revival of its rela-
tions with Pakistan will
be a challenge for India.
The resumption of mar-
itime relations between
the two countries can
have geopolitical rather
than economic impor-
tance because shipping
route from Karachi to
Chittagong is costlier
and time consuming
than other options avail-
able with Bangladesh.
The direct shipping be-
tween the two countries
will give Pakistan access
toBay of Bengal as well
as a channel to India’s
north east both of these
will be a challenge for
India.

India onju{'s favour-
able trade balance with
Bangladesh as in Sep-
temger 2024 India ex-
ported § 861 M and
m\poned onhM fmm

courage terror el

New Delhi's concern is
about the release of Is-
lamic extremists and
terrorists from its jails
can renew terror attacks.
In Yunus Government
Mufti Jashimuddin Re-
hmani chief of Ansarul-
lah Bangla team — an
affiliate of Al Qaeda was
released from jail. He
has his network in India
and can disturb peace
in the country. As per
a report by India To-
day, a Pakistan-backed
extremist  organization,
Jamaat, has established
itself in Ambar Khana
area in Sylhet, and is re-
portedly pl.mnmg, to in-
filtrate its cadres into In-
dia’s northeastern states

the economic
front" first time in 53
years a cargo vessel
from Karachi docked in
Chattogram port mark-

On

in a positive trade bal-
ance of $655 M.between
sept.2023 and sept.2024
the exports of India have
decreased by $- 853
M(-0.98%) from $ 869
M to $ 861 M while im-
ports have increased by
§ 43 M (26 . 3%) from
$163M to $206M. The
present anti India tirade
by Pakistani elements in
Bangladesh will directly
influence India’s trade
with thecountry and will
pave way for easy flour-
ishing of China.
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BY SUVEEN KUMAR

Ever wonder how much
someone misses you?
Lver wonder how much
someone thinks of you?
Ever wonder how much
someone wants you?
The common answer for
the different questions
is- how much they need
you. Every time they
find someone similar to
you they will think you,
every time they find
someone just opposite
of you they will miss
you, every time they find
someone who reminds
you they will remember
you. Even if someonc
seems to have replaced
you, even if someone
seems to have made
them forget you, even if
someone seems to have
them change - your giv-
ing will remain with
them. The intensity of
your impression will go
fading, they memories
of the moments will go
blurring, but no matter
how much your form of
piving deforms it will
ys have its ex-
istence, remember

or forgotten, kept

or forsaken but it
will always have
its space re-
served on its
awn layer.

Dear Reader, If you
have any news or you
have any suggestion
regarding our news-
paper or you have
any problem with
any government de-
partment, you may
contact us on 24 hour
helpline no- o0120-
4225517, 4241284 for
Delhi & Ghaziabad
(9582310372), for
Noida (9818999989),
Advertisement
(9818799941), Circu-
lation(08586925450)

9818799941

Just because someone
misses you that doesn't
mean they want you
and just because some-
one wants you that
means they will miss
voi.. Sometimes people
miss you because they
don’t seem to find some-
one to fill that gap, and
sometimes people want
vou because they just
want someone to fill that
gap. Love is not defined
by how much somcone
misses someone, it is
defined by how you love
them while you have
them. You don't win by
making someone miss
vou, you win by making
someone thank you.

Missing doesn't define
you as the source of love
but the source of pain.
When someone misses
you like anything you
hurt them like m)ll\mj,
Making sor miss
is sin in disguise, act of
unkind and process of
emotional grind.

Moral: Missing

someone  has  vir-

tual love and real
pain.

claims. The
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Naxals trying to expand to new areas
without much success: MHA report

New Delhi

acing tough action

from the security

forces, the Naxals

are making efforts
to seep into new areas along
inter-state borders but
without any notable suc-
cess, the latest report from
the Union Home Ministry
has said.

The government's multi-
pronged approach — anti-
Naxal operations by para-
military and state police
and simultaneous develop-
ment initiatives in Maoist-
affected areas -- has result-
ed in a 48 per cent reduc-
tion in violent incidents,
from 1,136 in2013 to 594 in
2023, the report said.

A 65 per cent reduction
was also noticed in the
deaths of civilians and se-
curity forees, which came
down from 397 to 138 in
2023 as compared to 2013,
it said.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah has said that
the country would be free of
Naxalism by March 31,
2026.

The geographical spread
of Left-Wing Extremist
(LWE) vialence has shrunk

CRPF DG Anish

Dayal Singh retires,
Vitul Kumar to lead
force as acting chief

New Delhi

CRPF Director General
Anish Daval Singh retired
onTuesday from his posi-
tion, passing the leader-
ship to senior IPS officer
Vitul Kumar who will
serve as the acting chief
until a permanent ap-
pointment is made.

Singh, an IPS officer of
1988 batch from the Ma-
nipur cadre, led the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force,
CRPF during a critical year
in which the world's
largest paramilitary force
made significant strides
in the government's cam-
paign to combat Naxal-
ism.

Under his leadership,
the CRPF established over
three dozen forward op-
erating bases (FOBs) in
areas affected by Left-
Wing Extremism (LWE)
and introduced four new
battalions, adding more
than 4,000 personnel ded-
icated to anti-Naxal oper-
ations in Chhattisgarh.

Singh's tenure also co-
incided with the

cons]dernb In 202'; 171
police st in 42 d
tricts reported such inci-
dents, compared to 328 po-
lice stations in 76 districts
in 2013, the MHA report
said.

“The arc of violence has
been considerably restrict-
ed with just 25 districts ac-
counting 91 per cent of the
LWE violence," it said.

According to the min-
istry’s annual report 2023-
24, the CPI (Maoist) con-
times to be the most potent
among the various LWE

MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIR
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outfits in the country, ac-
counting for more than 9o
per cent of total violent in-
cidents and g5 per cent of
resultant deaths.

"Amidst increasing re-
verses, the CPI (Maoist)
has been making efforts to
expand to new areas along
inter-state borders, albeit
without any significant suc-
cess," the report said.

They wish to keep the
population in their areas
ofinfluence marginalized to
perpetuate their outdated
ideology, it said.

“Consequently, the
process of development has
been set back by decades in
many parts of the count
under LWE influence,” it
said.

Various measures adopt-
ed by (state) governments
and the developmental out-
reach by the Union gov-
ernment have seen an in-
creasingly large number of
LWE cadres shunning the
path of violence and re-
turning to the mainstream.

Continued operations
and crackdowns in the

"core Maoists' areas” have
slightly increased the num-
ber of resultant deaths and
casualties to security forces
when compared with the
corresponding period in
2022, the report said.
Noting that improvised
explosive devices cause the
majority of casualties to se-
curity forces in anti-LWE
operations, the Home Min-
istry issued a Standard Op-
erating Procedure to pro-
mote best practices in [ED
management besides put-
ting in place extensive
counter-IED capacity build-
ing of CAPFs and state po-
Tice forces, it said.
“During the first half of
2024, the LWE situation
has witnessed quantum
positive jump (1.7 times)
in security forces-initiated
operations (59 to 103),
which have consequently
resulted in a more than
five-fold increase in the
neutralization of Maoists
(30 to 159) as compared to
the corresponding period of
2023,” the report said.
The overall improvement
in the LWE scenario can be
attributed to a greater pres-
ence and increased capaci-

ty of the security forces
across the LWE affected
states, better operational
strategy and better moni-
toring of development
schemes, it said.

In addition, beefing up
intelligence coordination
'has also played a major role
in planning action against
the Naxals.

Round-the-clock intelli-
gence sharing through Mul-
ti Agency Centre (MAC) at
the Central level and State
Multi  Agency Centre
(SMAC) at the state level,
setting up of Joint Com-
mand and Control Centre at
Jagdalpur (Chhattisgarh)
and Gaya (Bihar), and
strengthening of technical
and human intelligence
have helped in action
against Naxals, the report
said. Besides, thrust on the
generation of real-time in-
telligence and creation as
well as strengthening of
State Intelligence Bureaus
(S1Bs) in the LWE affected
states for which central as-
sistance is provided
through the SIS have also
helped security forces take
action against Naxals, it

added.

Quad renews pledge towards working for free, stable Indo-Pacific

- _—E._El

New Delhi
India and other Quad mem-
ber nations on Tuesday re-
newed their firm commit-
mentto work towards a free
and open Indo-Pacific that is
peaceful, stable and pros-
perous. The foreign minis-
ters of the member nations
of the grouping made the
pledge in a joint statement
commemorating the 2oth
anniversary of Quad coop-
eration. The foreign minis-
ters said the Quad will work
together in responding to
the future needs of the Indo-
Pacific, an assertion that
came against the backdrop
of China'sincreasing muscle-
flexing in the region. India,
the US, Australia and Japan
came together 20 years ago
o extend assistance in re-

sponse to the 2004 Indian
Ocean earthquake and
tsunami. The coalition is
now known as Quad.

"As four partners, we
share a vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific that is
peaceful, stable and pros-

perous, underpinned by ef-

fective regional msh‘tu\]nns

the joint statement said. The
Quad foreign ministers also
talked about the centrality of
10-nation grouping Asso
ation of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) in the Indo-
Pacific. "We reaffirm our
unwavering support for

GSLV mission planned in
January would be 100th launch
from Sriharikota: ISRO chief

Sriharikota
1SRO is gearing up 1o
achieve a si mile-

conduct of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections and the
first assembly elections in
the Union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, as
the CRPF plaved a vital
role in ensuring security
across the nation.

After beginning his ca
reer from Manipur, Singh
transitioned to central
deputation in the early
20008, where he held var-
ious key roles within the
Intelligence Bureau.

He later headed the
Indo-Tibetan Border Po-
lice (ITBP), a paramilitary
force responsible for
guarding the India-China
border, before taking
charge of the CRPF in De-
cember last year.

One of Singh’s notable
initiatives during his
tenure was a comprehen-
sive realignment of over
130 battalions within the
CRPF to enhance opera-
tional efficiency.

This major restructur-
ing, approved by the
Union home ministry after
an eight-year period,
aimed to provide troops
with better “family time”
while reducing the average
distance between units
and their parent group
centres (GCs) from 1,200
km to 500 km. The re-
alignment also stream-
lined reporting and supply
processes.

stone with a Geosynchro-
nous Launch Vehicle mis-
sion scheduled in January
set to become the 100th
launch from the Srihariko-
ta spaceport, a top official
said,

The ggth launch from
Sriharikota was Monday’s
PSLV-C60 mission which
successfully placed two
spacecraft for conducting
the Space Docking Exper-
iment in a circular orbit,
ISRO Chairman § So-
manath said.

“So, all of you have seen
the majestic lift-off and the
launch of the SpaDeX
(Space Docking Experi-
ment) rocket, and for us,
this is the goth launch of
any vehicle from Satish
Dhawan Space Centre so,
that is also a very impor-
tant number. So, we are go-
ing for the 100th launch at
the begmn'mg of the next
year”, he said.

Somanath, also the Sec-
retary, Department of
Space, was talking to re-
porters after the PSLV-C60
mission successfully placed
the Space Docking Exper-
iment spaceeraft A and Bin
acircular orbit.

On future launches
planned by ISRO, So-
manath said, “In 2025, we
will have many missions to
start with the GSLV
launching the (navigation
satellite) NVS-02 in the

" ISRO

month of January.
successfully placed a navi-
gation satellite onboard the
GSLV-F12/NVS-01 rocket

in May 2023. This GSLV
rocket successfully de-
ployed the NVS-01 naviga-
Hon satellite, weighing
about 2,232 kginto a Geo-
synchronous Transfer Or-
bit (GTO).

The NVS-01 was the first
of the second-generation
satellites envisaged for the
Navigation with Indian
Constellation (NavIC) serv-
ices.

On Monday’'s PSLV-C60
mission, Somanath ex-
pressed hope that many
more Space Docking Ex-
periments would be taken
up by the scientists in the
coming days.

“It is really an impor-
tantmission with (India’s)
space sector reforms and
expansion of space activi-
ties. There will be many
more SpaDeX varieties in-
cluding complex missions

of docking systems in the
coming days,” he said.

Meanwhile, referring to
the rescheduling of the
PSLV-Cbo rocket from the
carlier planned 9.58 pm
to 10 pm on December 30,
Somanath said, seientists
do a conjunction study to
check whether a satellite
going to an orbit comes
very close to another satel-
lite while travelling in the
same orbit.

“If you find there is any
close proximity (between
satellites), then we have to
move the current satellite a
little bit. Either, we delay it
(the launch) or make it
early, so that this proxim-
ity condition does not oc-
cur,” he said.

Scientists undertook
time to fix the launch for
the lift-off and decide on
the best time which gives
the maximum distance to
be away from the other
satellite in the orbit, he
added.

ASEAN's centrality and uni-
ty as well as mainstreaming
and implementation of the
ASEAN Outlook on the
Indo-Pacific,” the ministers
said. "We respect Pacific-
led regional architecture,
foremost the Pacific Islands
Forum. We are also steadfast
in our support for the Indi-
an Ocean Rim Association,
the region's premier organ-
isation," they said.

"The Quad is committed
to working together in re-
sponding to the future needs
of the region," they added.

the worst disastersin histo-
1y, claiming the lives of near-
ly a quarter million people
and displacing 1.7 million
across 14 countries,” they
said. "Together our four
countries contributed over
40,000 emergency respon-
ders, working with other
partners across the Indo-
Pacific region to support
millions of people affected by
the catastrophe.” In the
statement, the ministers fur-
ther noted that the founda-
tional commitment of the
four nations to humanitari-

“The Quad foreign

an

also referred to the Indian
Ocean earthquake and
tsunami and how the four
countries came together to
respond to the challenges.
“The tsunami was one of

lief remains strong. "WL-
continue to work side-by-
side to prepare for and re-
spond quickly and effective-
Iy o disasters across the re-
gion,” they said.

Quad now a vital force
for stability in
Indo-Pacific: Jaishankar

New Delhi

sary of Quad, External AL
fairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Tuesday said the four-na-
tion grouping now stands as
a vital foree for stability,
progress and prosperity in
the Indo-Pacific.

"Two decades ago, the
idea of Quad hegan with a
shared response to the In-
dian Ocean tsunami,” he
noted.

He also shared a joint
statement issued by the for-
eign ministers of the four
Quad nations (India, Aus-
tralia, Japan and the Unit-
ed States) on the occasion of
the grouping's 2oth an-
niversary, reaffirming their
commitment to addressing
the region’s needs together.

The joint statement said
that 20 years ago, in re-
sponse to the 2004 Indian
Ocean earthquake and
tsunami, Australia, India,
Japan, and the US came to-
gether in service to the peo-
pleof the region for the first
time as the grouping now
known as the Quad.

The tsunami was one of
theworst disasters in histo-
ry, claiming the lives of near-
ly a quarter million people
and displacing 1.7 million
across 14 countries. “To-
gether our four countries
contributed over 40,000
emergency responders,
working with other part-
ners across the Indo-Pacif-
ic region to support mil-
lions of people affected by
the catastrophe. We honour
the memories of those no
longer with us and recognize
the survivors and the fami-
lies of those who were lost.”
the statement said.

They said that their foun-
dational commitment to hu-
manitarian assistance and
disaster relief remains
strong. "We continue to
work side-by-side to pre-
pare for and respond quick-
ly and effectively to disasters
across the region. In 2024,
our four countries collec-
tively supported disaster
preparedness and life-saving
relief efforts across the Indo-
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Pacific, and we continue to
build on those efforts to
identify new ways to re-
spond rapidly to humani-
tarian crises and disasters.”

The statement further
noted that what began as an
emergency response to a
catastrophe has grown into
a full-fledged partnership
delivering positive outcomes
for the people of the region,
Quad countries now work
together and with partners
across the Indo-Pacific to
address complex challenges,
from fighting climate
change, cancer, and pan-
demics, to bolstering qual-
ity infrastructure, maritime
domain awareness, STEM
education, counter-terror-
ism efforts, critical and
emenging technologies, and
eyber security.

"Since 2021, the Leaders
of our four nations have
met annually to drive the
Quad's positive contribu-
tions across South Asia,
Southeast Asia, and the Pa-
cific,” it added.

The Quad nations said
that as four partners, they
share a vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific that is
peaceful, stable, and pros-
perous, underpinned by ef-
fective regional institutions.
“We reaffirm ourunwaver-
ing support for ASEAN's
centrality and unity as well
as mainstreaming and im-
plementation of the ASEAN
Outlook on the Indo-Pacif-
ic. We respect Pacifie-led
regional architecture, fore-
most the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum. We are also steadfast
in our support for the Indi-
an Ocean Rim Association,
the region's premier organ-

d.

isation,” they adde

Police failed to arrest Karad, Fadnavis
has no right to remain CM: Congress

Mumbai
Congress on Tuesday id
Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis
should resign as the police
failed to arrest Walmik
Karad, an accused in an
extortion case linked to
sarpanch Santosh Desh-
mukh’s murder, until he
turned himself in.

Elsewhere, BJP MLA
Suresh Dhas targeted NCP
minister Dhananjay
Munde, claiming that he
and Karad were two sides
of the same coin, while
Maratha activist Manoj
Jarange demanded action
against all “supporters”
of the accused.

Karad, a close associ-
ate of Munde, surren-
dered before the police in
Pune, days after the bru-
tal murder of Massajog
sarpanch Santosh created
a wave of outrage.

Congress spokesperson
Atul Londhe questioned
the police’s failure to track
down Karad, who was
wanted in an extortion
case in Beed district, for
three weeks.

“Mumbai Police, once
considered on par with
Scotland Yard, failed to
deliver justice. Fadnavis
has no moral ground to
remain chief minister,” he
said, adding that the ris-
ing crime rate in Fad-
navis's home district Nag-
pur was evidence of the
broader law and order cri-
sis in Maharashtra,

A sitting judge should
oversee the investigation
in the Deshmukh murder

TE——

Congress
spokesperson
Atul Londhe
questioned the
police’s failure to
track down
Karad, who was
wanted in an ex-
tortion case in
Beed district, for
three weeks.

case, the Congress leader
demanded.

Meanwhile, BJP’s Dhas,
NCP (8P)'s Sandip Kshir-
sagar and Majalgaon MLA
Prakash Solanke of the
Ajit Pawar-led NCP, all
MLAs from Beed district
where Santosh Deshmukh
was abducted and mur-
dered on December 9,
were likely to meet CM
Fadnavis on Tuesday.

Speaking to a regional
news channel, Dhas said,
“Walmik Karad and Ma-

(1304
harashtra minister and
Ajit Pawar-led NCP's

leader Dhananjay Munde
are two sides of the same
coin. Munde’s resignation
has been sought by his
own party lTeader. T still
demand that CM Fadnavis
should become the
guardian minister of Beed
so that he can erack down
on the gangs controlled
by Walmik Karad.”

In Maharashtra, every
district has a guardian
minister, who is general-
ly a cabinet member from
the respective district or
region. Munde represents
Parli in Beed district.
Guardian ministers in the
new BJP-led government
are yet to be named.

“I am going to tell CM
Fadnavis that there
should be no leniency in
the Deshmukh murder
case,” Dhas further said.

The Crime Investigation
Department is handling
the murder as well as the
extortion case.

Maratha quota activist
Manoj Jarange, speaking

to reporters at his village
in Jalna district, indicated
that the Maratha commu-
nity, to which Deshmukh
belonged, would launch
an agitation if the gov-
ernment failed to take ac-
tion against the support-
ers of the accused,
whether they be minis-
ters, MLAs or MPs.

“The chief minister
must ensure justice by
acting against the accused
(Karad) and those who
supported him,” he added.

Santosh Deshmukh’s
brother Dhananjay Desh-
mukh, who met Jarange
at Antarwali Sarati vil-
lage, told reporters that
the CID should examine
the mobile call detail
records (CDR) of the ac-
cused to uncover their
links.

Massajog village
sarpanch Santosh Desh-
mukh was abducted and
tortured to death in
Beed’s Kej tehsil on De-
cember 9, allegedly for
opposing an extortion bid
by some persons who had
demanded money from a
windmill company. Four
persons were earlier ar-
rested in the murder case,
while Karad was named as
a wanted accused in the
extortion case.

Opposition has alleged
that Karad was the "mas-
termind” of the murder,
though he claimed before
surrendering on Tuesday
morning that his name
was dragged in the case
for reasons of political
vendetta.




Disappointed
over ‘failure’

of Centre,
Manipur govt to
resolve crisis:
Cong leader

Imphal
Manipur Congress Leg-
islature Party leader
Okram Ibobi Singh on
Tuesday expressed dis-
a]ppomtmem over the

failure of the
Ceatre and the state gov-
ernmient to resolve the
1g-month-long violence
in the northeastern state.

The state assembly
is the only appropriate

latform to discuss and

find solutions to Mani-
pur’s crisis, he told re-
porters at Congress Bha-
van here.

Singh said the Con-
gress has made repeat-
ed appeals to convene a
state assembly session
to address the eriti-
cal issues affecting the
northeastern state but
the authorities have not
paid any attention to the
appeal.

“The state assembly
is the only appropri-
ate platform to discuss
and find solutions to
Manipur’s erisis. Today
marks the end of the cal-
endar year, and yet, the
assembly has not been
convened despite mem-
oranda being submitted
to the governor and the
CM,” he said.

Singh emphasised the
urgent need for an as-
sembly session given the
state's situation.

“Several states, like
Karnataka, have estab-
lished rules mandating
a minimum of four as-
sembly sittings annually.
Manipur should adopt a
similar practice. We are
disappointed over the
failure of the Centre and
the state government to
resolve the crisis,” he
claimed.

The Congress leader
warned of “potential un-
rest if the government
continues to ignore pub-
lic grievances”.

“If the people lose trust
in the government and
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Our top priority to provide safety and convenience

of every pilgrim in duriing Mahakumbh: CM Yogi

Lucknow

Fighlighting  that
the safety and
convenience  of

every pilgrim and tour-
ist at Mahakumbh is the
government’s foremost
priority, Uttar Pradesh
Chief ~ Minister  Yogi
Adityanath emphasized
on Tuesday that it is the
administration’s duty to
ensure the well-being of
everyone—whether they
are Indians or foreign-
ers, NRIs, or residents of
Prayagraj—without any
discrimination.

The Chief Minister
stressed the need for
further  strengthening
disaster management,
cyber security, fire safe-
ty, ghat security, and
emergency ical
services during Maha-
kumbh, adding that all
security agencies must
remain vigilant and ac-
tive 24%7.

Underscoring the im-
portance of enhanced in-
telligence measures, the
Chief Minister directed
the effective deployment
of anti-drone systems
and called for raising
public awareness about
cyber threats, including
identifying and taking
action against fake web-
sites and apps exploiting
the Mahakumbh theme.

Te also expressed
concern over reports of
fraudulent activities by
anarchist groups or indi-
viduals collecting money
in the name of Maha-
kumbh. He instructed
the police to identify and
take strict action against
those involved in such
frauds.

The Chief Minis-
ter during his visit to

Prayagraj to review
preparations for the Ma-
ha]\umbh assessed the

vess of work from
a]] partments in detail.
He instructed the au-
thorities to expedite the
police  verification of

to-ric v,

shaw d.nvers Add.| on-
ally, he emphasized
the need for systematic
traffic management on
all inter-district routes
leading to Prayagraj.

The Chief Minister
also stressed the impor-
tance of curbing fake
news on social and dig-
ital media. He remarked
that individuals opposed
to Indian culture and
tradition are spreading
misinformation  about
the Mahakumbh and
called for a strong re-
sponse to counter such
propaganda.

Mela Adhikari Vijay
Kiran Anand informed
the Chief Minister that
land allotment for re-
vered Akharas, Maha-
mandaleshwar, Khalsa,

Uttarakhand govt generates
revenue of Rs 686 crores
in nine months

Dehradun
The Uttarakhand gov-
ernment has shqwcas.ed'

reach a | point,
the security forces might
struggle to control peo-
ple’s anger,” he cau-
tioned.

4 villages in
Assam'’s Cachar
district ‘child
marriage-free’:
CM Himanta

_Guwahati
Four villages in Assam’s
Cachar _district have
been declared child
marriage-free, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said.

He maintained that
initiatives focusing on
the welfare of the girl
child has helped in
achieving this feat.

“Assam has taken a
firm stance against
child marriage. We are
putting the last nail in
the coffin of this social
evil across the state,”
Sarma said in a post on
X on Monday.

“Leading by exam-
ple, 4 villages in Cachar
have been declared
child marriage-free re-
cently ensuring a bright
future for our girls,” he
added.

Rukni Part IV under
Palonghat develop-
ment block, Bhairabpur
Part T under Kalain de-
velopment block, and
Rosekandy Grant T and
Rosekandy Grant TII
under Tapang develop-
ment block, have been
declared  child mar-
riage-free under ‘Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao’
initiative.

Sarma  maintained
that initiatives such as
Nijut Moina scheme
and The Assam Com-
pulsory  Registration
of Muslim Marriages
and Divorces Aet, 2024,
have helped in pushing
for the eradication of
this social evil.

Agency

y
prudence, with mining
revenues soaring to Rs
686 crores in just nine
months —  surpassing
last year's total revenue

of Rs 646 crore, accord-
ing to officials.

Under  Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh

Dhami's leadership and
instructions,  continu-
ous meetings are being
held throughout the year
with the revenue-earn-
ing departments under
the chairmanship of the
Additional  Chief See-
retary (Finance) and
Secretary of Finance to
maintain finaneial disci-
pline in the state.

In the financial year
2019-20, total revenue
from mining amount-
ed to Rs 397 crore. This
figure increased signif-
icantly to Rs 646 crore
in the financial year
2023-24, representing a
growth of approximately
36.86% compared to the
previous year,

As of December 29, in
the financial year 2024-
25, total revenue from
mining has reached Rs
686 crore. With three
months remaining in
this financial year, eur-

rent trends suggest that
revenue could exceed Rs
1,000 crore by the end of
the year.

This projection indi-
cates a nse of about 50%
compared. to the finan-
cial year 2023-24.

Following the Chief
Minister's instructions,
the Finance and Min-
ing Department has
changed its strategy to
increase revenue by as-
signing the monitoring
of mining operations to
external agencies. Pre-
viously, this monitoring
was conducted by the
Mining Department it-
self. This new approach
has yielded positive re-
sults,

The state's tax reve-
nue has been steadily
increasing each year. In
the financial year 2019-
20, the state collected a
tax revenue of Rs 11,513
crore, which rose to Rs
19,245 crore in the finan-
cial year 2023-24. This
financial year, the total
revenue from its tax is
expected to be around
Rs 22,500 crore,

Earlier, Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
outlined all of the prac-
tical actions that should
be implemented to mit-
igate the effects of the
cold wave in the state.

Dandibara, Kh kehow}

ed for the ¢

and other institutions
has been completed,
while the process for
allotment to Prayagwal
and other new institu-
tions is ongoing. Neces-
sary resources are being
provided to meet their
requirements.

Expressing  satisfac-
tion with the progress,
the Chief Minister em-
phasized the importance
of respecting the senti-
ments of Akharas, saints,
and sadhus. He instruct-
ed officials to maintain
regular communication
with them to address
their concerns.

The Chief Minister di-
rected construction of a
new bathing ghat in the
Arail area within three
days. He also announced
that approximately 550
shuttle buses would op-
erate during the Maha-
kumbh starting January
5, ensuring no driver or
conductor works  con-
tinuously for more than
eight hours, Additional
provisions were instruct-

divyangjans, the eld.er]\,
and women.

Furthermore, the Chief
Minister revealed plans
for flower showers from
helicopters on  all six

é’or bathing festivals
and directed officials to
finalize the necessary
arrangements for the
same.

Officials informed
Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath that preparations
for the Mahakumbh are
progressing swiftly, with
the entire police force
and sanitation workers
expected to be deployed
in Prayagraj by January
3. Additionally, all doc-
tors and paramedical
staff have already been
assigned.

Key infrastructure
es include com-
pletion of 28 pontoon
bridges, 520 km of
checkered roads, 610
signages, 494.30 km of
DIP line for drinking wa-
ter, 304 km of GIP line,
4,270 drinking water
stand posts, over 176 km

e
The Chief Minister
stressed the need for
further strengthening
disaster management,
cyber security, fire
safety, ghat security,
and emergency med-
ical services during
Mahakumbh, adding
that all security agen-
cies must remain vig-
ilant and active 24:

of drainage clearance,
54,700 streetlights, 173
km of HT line, 1,280 km
of LT line, and 206 elec-
tricity substations.

For healthcare pre-

aredness, 3,305 beds
have been reserved in
Swarooprani Nehru
Hospital, Sapru (Bailey)
Hospital, Motilal Nehru
Hospital, Dufferin Hos-
pital, and private hospi-
tals.

A 1,200 sqm jetty has
been constructed, all riv-
erfront roads are ready,
and 3,339 poles for the-
matic lighting, seven fa-
cade points, and more
than 90,000 toilets have
been installed, officials
added.

The Chief Minister
instructed  offici to
complete any rem ng
work within the stipu-
lated time. To achieve
the vision of a Swachh
Mahakumbh-Swacch
Prayagraj, he urged co-
operation from the resi-
dents of Prayagraj, sants,
and citizens.

He also directed offi-
cials to launch a cam-
paign to ensure the city

is  entirely encroach-
ment-free ~ before the
Maha Kumbh,

HP CM Sukhu Launches

Sushil Kumar Sharma
Shimla
Chief M v Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu launched the ]Idr
Din Sehat’ campaign on
Tuesday from his official
residence Oakover here.

In this historic occa-
sion, Sukhu said that
this comprehensive
health awareness pro-
gramme aims o pro-
mote a culture of health
consciousness and  dis-
ease prevention among
the people of Himachal
Pradesh.

Under this campaign,
students of IGMC Shim-
la and Sister Nivedita
Nursing College  will
organise health talks
at various locations to
raise awareness about
adopting a healthy Tife-
style. These activities
will be conducted in dif-
ferent wards and OPDs
of IGMC Shimla as well
as public places under
the Shimla Municipal
Corporation.

The Chief Minister
emphasized that the
campaign's  objectives
include preventing dis-
eases, increasing aware-
ness about government
health facilities, and

Digitization of milk procurement to be
started in 10 societies on pilot basis: CM

Shimla:
Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
said that digitization of
milk procurement will
be started in 10 societies
on pilot basis. He said it
would ensure hassle-free
and seamless operations
of the milk procurement,
which would also go a
Tong way in maintaining
transparency.,

While presiding over
the review meeting of
the Animal Husband-
ry Department here on
Tuesday, he said that
the present state gov-
ernment is strengthen-
ing the rural economy
by providing remuner-
ative prices to the milk
producers.  “Himachal
Pradesh is the first state
in the country to intro-
duce a minimum sup-
port price for milk pro-
curement which is the
highest in the country,”
he said, adding that cow
milk is being procured
at Rs, 45 per litre while
butfalo mlrk at Rs. 55 per
litre from the farmers.

He said that to further
bolster the rural econ-
only many initiatives
would be introduced in
the budget 2025-26. The
state government is go-
ing to spend Rs. 161.52
crore for establishing six

hilling plants

processing
plants in the state, he
added.

“State government is
also setting up a state-
of-art fully automated
milk processing _plant
at Dagwar in Kangra
distriet with 150 lakh
litres milk capncity per
day expandable upto 3
lakh litres per day. This
plant would become
operational in March,
2026 benefitting the
milk producers from
Kangra, Una, Hamirpur
and other neighbouring
districts,” he said, ad
ing that till now 10 per-
cent work on this plant
has been completed. 1ie
directed to expedite the
construction work of all
these projects.

The CM directed the
officers to ensure qual-

3

ily’ milk products to the
consumers and to con-
duct a al study on

Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh

Sukhu said that dig-
itization of milk pro-
curement  will  be
started in 10 societies
on pilot basis. He said
it would ensure has-
sle-free and seamless
operations of the milk
procurement, which
would also go a long
way in maintaining
transparency.

the ity of milk
from farmers. Ie also
asked for adopting high-
end technology in its op-
eration to maximize the
benefits to the farming
community. Direeting to
focus on individual milk
testing, real time data
management with web
and mobile interface, he
also instructed to en-
sure GPS enabled route
tracking and optimiza-
tion for efficient milk

transport.

He said that separate
marketing of Himachali
dairy products must be
ensured to provide bet-

ter prices to the farm-
ers for their hard work.
Sukhu said that the mon-
ey for the milk procure-
ment would be directly

transferred to the bank
accounts of the benefi-
ciaries and details re-
garcl.mg collection data,
quantity, quality and
pricing would be noti-
fied through SMS.

He also directed the
officers to educate milk
producers about  ani-
mal care and evolve a
mechanism to support
the farmers. The CM
said, “The state govern-
ment is also promoting
natural farming in a
big way and cattle rear-
ing is instrumental in
this farming practices.
These two activities are
co-related and cattle
rearing will also ensure
reduction in chemical
farming.”

Akhilesh accuses BJP of conspiracy to tarnish image of Opposition leaders

Lucknow
Samajwadi Parly Pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav
has accused the BJP of
hatching  conspiracies
to tarnish the image
of Opposition leaders
through negative poli-
tics,

Addressing a large
gathering of workers
at the state party head-
quarters on the last day
of the year, Akhilesh
Yadav said farmers,
youth, poor and middle
class are all distressed
by the policies of the
government.

“It is now clear that
BJP will be out of power
after the 2027 assembly

elections and the Sama-
jwadi Party will form
the government in UP.
The BJP government
and its chief minister
have no vision. The rul-
ing party is destroying
the democratic system,
abusing power and us-
ing administration to
fulfill its political inter-
ests,” he alleged.

The SP  president
blamed the BJP gov-
ernment for the vio-
lence in Sambhal. He
held the administration
responsible for the turn
of events that took in-
nocent lives. “The ad-
ministration and offi-
cials are working under

Addressing a large
gathering of work-
ers at the state party
headquarters on the
last day of the year,
Akhilesh Yadav said
farmers, youth, poor
and middle class are
all distressed by the
olicies of the govern-

p
ment. I

pressure. The BJP gov-
ernment promotes fake
news and runs a nar-
rative based on these
to tarnish the image
of others for political
gains,” he alleged.

Akhilesh Yadav said
Mahakumbh was suc-
cessfully organised in
2013 under the Sama-
jwadi  Party govern-
ment. It was appreci-
ated in the country as
well as abroad. “This
time, preparations
have not been complet-
ed as yet for the first
bath of Kumbh on Jan-
uary 13, 2025. He said,
“There was chaos as the
BJP government was
playing with the sacred
event. The focus of this
government is its own
publicity rather than
providing facilities to
the devotees in Maha-
kumbh.

‘Har Din Sehat’ Campaign

In this historic occa-
sion, Sukhu said that
this comprehensive
health  awareness
programme aims to
promote a culture
of health conscious-
ness and disease pre-
vention among the
people of Himachal
Pradesh.

encouraging  effective
utilization  of govern-
ment health services and
schemes.

He further stated that
this initiative is envi-
sioned as a long-term
effort to make health
awareness a part of dai-
Iy life and to transform
Himachal Pradesh into
a healthier and more
conscious society. The
campaign is a significant
step toward improving
public health in the state
through a sustainable
and inclusive approach.

Senior Medical Su-
perintendent, Indira
Gandhi Medical College
Dr. Rahul Rao and other
officers were present on
the occasion.

Prayagraj
Mahakumbh to
ignite Sanatan
Dharma'’s flame
with sacred
Chhadi Yatra

Maha Kumbh Nagar
Crores of devotees at-
tending the Prayagraj
Mahakumbh to take a
holy dip will also wit-
ness the revered ‘Chhadi®
(sacred staff), symbol-
izing the awakening of
Sanatan Dharma.

Hundreds of Mahat-
mas from Shri Panch
Dashnam Avahan
Akhara are bringing
the sacred Chhadi to
Prayagraj. The Chhadi
Yatra, which began in
Haridwar, is being led
by Dadaji Dhuniwale
Shri Mahant Gopal Giri
of Avahan Akhara.

According to Shri Ma-
hant Gopal Giri, four
Shri M ts of the
Chhadi have been ap-
pointed to accompany
him as per the Akhara's
directives, along with a
group of sadhus from
Avahan Akhara,

This sacred Chha-
di Yatra will arrive at
Prayagraj Mahakumbh
tomorrow, where saints
and devotees from var-
jous Akharas will ex-
tend a warm welcome at
multiple locations. The
Chhadi Yatra marks its
1220th year since incep-

tion.
Shri Mahant Gopal
Giri highlighted that

1220 years ago, under
the guidance of Adi
Guru  Shankaracharya,
550 Mahatmas from
Akhara Shri Shambhu
Panch Dashnam Avahan
Naga Sanyasi and Shri
Mahant embarked on a
Jjourney to visit the tem-
ples of Sanatan Dharma
across India.

In this Prayag Ma-
hakumbh, the Akhara
Shri  Shambhu Panch
Dashnam Avahan Naga
Sanyasi celebrates 1478
years of its existence. By
2025, Avahan Akhara
will observe its 123rd
Mahakumbh bath. The
sacred Chhadi will also
partake in the holy bath
during this occasion.
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South Korean court issues arrest
warrant for 1mpeached prez Yoon

Seoul

South Korean court

has issued an ar-

rest warrant for im-

peached, suspend-
ed President Yoon Suk Yeal,
investigators said Tuesday,
over his short-Hved bid toim-
pose martinl law on the coun-
try.

“Yoon briefly suspended
civilian rule this month,
planging South Korea into its
worst political erisis in
decades.

He was stripped of his
presidential duties by par-
liament over the action, but
a constitutional court ruling
is pending on whether o
confirm

gation Headquarters said in
a statement.

The conservative leader
faces criminal charges of in-
sumection, whi I result

"The arrest warrant and

in fife imprisonment or even

search warrant for Pm:dcm the dt‘ﬂlh penalty,

Yoon Suk Yeal, req by bing Yoon
theJoint Investigation mad- over his declaration of mi-
quarters, were issued this  tial law requested the warrant

morning,” the Joint Investi-

Monday after the suspended

prusu!ml failed |n|r,1m|1 for
questioning a third time.
“The reasan for the war-
rant i that there is a concern
that the individual may refuse
to comply with summons
without justifiable reasons,
and there is sufficient prob-
able cause to suspect the
commission of a erime,” a
Corruption Investigation Of-

UK Pledges £4.5m for Ukraine
war crimes justice efforts

. London
The UK government has
announced an additional
£4.5 million in funding to
support Ukraine's efforts in
seeking justice for war
crimes committed during
the ongeing conflict with
Russia. The funding will be
used to aid in the docu-
mentation, investigation,
and prosecution of war
crimes, mmp!u:munng the
UK's work with the US a
EU partners via the A
ty Crimes Advisory Group.
“This new funding package
comes amidst a broader
commitment from the UK

to provide £3 billion in mil-
itary aid to Ukraine annually
for as long as needed. The
government has ¢
vided over £282
bilateral funding Iar hu-
manitarian, energy, stabi-
lization, reform, recovery,
and reconstruction pro-
grams in Uhrmm- over the

key rale in [mnm.:\lmg in-
ternational support for
Ukraine, including secur-
ing a £2.26 billion loan from
the World Bank and coor-
dinating the efforts of the
international Fund for

Ukraine, which

£z billion in pledges from
international partners to
date.

“Throughout 2024, the
fierce courage of the Ukram-
ian people has continued
to inspire the world,” said
UK Defence Secretary John
Healey. "As we enter
the UK's resolve to re
force support for Ukraine is
unwavering.”

“I'm proud of UK leader-
ship on Ukraine. From de-
livering cutting-edge equip-
ment to training tens of
thousands of troops, we
have shown the UK stands
with the Ukmainian people in
the face of Putin’s brutal, il-
legal invasion,” he added.

fice (CIO) official told re-
porters at a briefing on Tues-
day.

“The warrant is valid until
January 6, the official said,
adding that Yoon could be
held at a police station or the
Seoul detention center.

Yoon's lswyer calked the ar-
rest warrant for the im-
peached president "illegal
and invalid”, saying investi-
gators lacked the autharity to
probe the president.

“The arrest warrant and
search and setzure warrant is-
sued at the request of an
agency without investigative
authority are illegal and in-
\d].ll.l a statement sent to

by lawyer Yoon Kab-

Even though the warrant
has been issued, it is unclear
whether investigators and
police will be able to exe

Bangladesh’s

Dhaka
Bangladesh’s interim gov-
emment led by Muhammad
Yunus has announced that it
has decided to prepare a
“proclamation of July up-
rising”, a day after it dis-
tanced itself from a propased
declaration with an identical
title by the Anti- Discrimina-
tion Students Movement that
led to an upheaval four
months ago.

“We hope within few days
the proclamation will be pre-
pared with the participation
and consensus of all and
presented before the nation,”
Shafiqul Alam, Press Secre-
tary o the chief adviser of the
interim government of
B d

cute it.

The Presidential Security
Service has previously re-
fused to comply with three
search warrants.

It said Tuesday that “se-
curity measures regarding
the execution of the warcant
will be carried out in accor-
dance with lawful proce-
dures," in a statement to Io-
cal media.

But lawyer Yun Bok-nam,
president of Lawyers for a
Democratic Society, told AFP
that while there was a legal
basis for rejecting a search
warrant “there's nosuch pro-
vision for arrest warrants”,

"1 expect the (arrest)
process will procesd smooth-
Iy," he said, adding that war-
rants were typically valid sev-
en days and had to be exe-
cuted within that time frame.

Police were deploved ear-
Iy Tuesday outside Yoon's

residence in central Seoul, in
a likely bid to head off scuf-
fles.

Yoon's supporters and pro-
testers calling for his removal
have both stked out his res-
idence, with local nudm -
ning images of alf

UK warns against
satellite phones in updated
India travel advisory

London

British Is husve been

The UK government on
Tuesday updated its travel
advisory for India to warmn
British nationalsagainst car-
rving or operating satellite
phones in India without ali-
conee,

The Foreign, Common-
wealth and [ Of-

between the two camps
overnight,

"Up to 3,000 people will
move to protest against the
unfair and unvalid arrest
wartant," said an official from
thie Jargest protest group sup-
porting Yoon.

Local media reported than
an imminent arrest or search
of the presidential residence
was unlikely, a.s m\'mijga

1d

fice (FCDO) reviewed the
Safety and Security section of
its advisory for India to flag
that Britons have been ar-
rested for bringing in such
devices illegally to India.

Tt highlighted that prior
permission from the De-
partment of Telecommuni-
cation was also required for
listening devices and pow-
erful cameras or hinoculars

arrested or detained for
bringing satellite phones and
other satellite-enabled nav-
igational devices into the
country without prior per-
mission, reads the FCDO
update. "Conitact the Indian
Department of Telecominu-
nication to request a licence.
You may also need prior per-
mission from the Indian an-
thorities to bring equipment
like listening or recording
devices, mdio transmitters,
powerful cameras or binoc-
ulars into India. Contact the
High Commission of India
for advice, it notes.

The FCDO eountry-based
advisory is a guidance on
(r.mj rallmr dnn agovern-

It

tors
with the pres |d.cnlml seeuri-
ty service,

Technically, anyone ob-
structing the execution of an
arrest warrant could be ar-
rested.

and that dsuch

equipment can be sought
from the High Commission
of India in London.

“It is lhegal to possess and
aperate satellite phones in
India without a licence.

is ::m.mlu:l to flag risks for
travellers in order to make
“informed decisions” and
could lead to travel insutince
being invalidated if the ad-
viceis overlooked.

interim govt to announce ‘proclamation of July uprising’

Add: ng reporters in
front of Yunus’ official Ja-
muna residence, Alam said
the declaration would be
based on the views of all
participating sludmt» pov
litical parties
holders, ing J\g!hl':\ntl
Discrimination Students
that led to the

Yunus, tald reporters in a
midnight press conference.

ouster of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's Awami

Hote

= !
League regime on August 5.

Alam said the government
ook the initiative to pre-
pare the proposed charter to
“consolidate the people's uni-
ty, anti-fascist spiritand de-
sire for state reform devel-
oped through the July up-
rising”. The Anti-Discrimi-
nation Students Movement
.lIhn;,wnh the National Cit-
izens Committee, another

grouping led by the students,
two days ago in a surprise de-
velopment said it would an-
nounce the proclamation of
the July uprising on Tuesday
afternoon at Dhaka's Central
Shaheed Minar.

But soon after the gov-
ernment’s midnight an-
nouncement, the students

platform hurriedly ealled an
emergency meeting and
nearly two hours later told
newsmen that instead of the
proclamation they would
rather stage a “march for

unity” at the same venue
and time,

“The Mujibist ‘72 consti-
tution will be buried (in the
proclamation) in the very
place where the one-point
declaration was made during
the July uprising,” the plat-

form’s convener Hasnat Ab-
dullah told a press confer-
ence on December 29.
Abdullah at that time said
that “Indian aggression was
initiated through the princi-
ples of the 1972 constitution
(and) the proclamation will
make it clear how the Mu-
jibist constitution destroyed
the aspirations of the people
and exactly how we want to
replace it
Anti-Discrimination Stu-
dents Movement leaderand
chief organiser of the Na-
tional Citizens' Committes
Sarjis Alam told the same
press conference that “we
believe the way our revolu-
tion was embraced by all
anti-fascists; this proclama-
tion will also contain ev
one's hopes and aspirations”.

BUSINESS—=

Small Savings Rates Unchanged
for January -March 2025

New Delhi

The government on T
day left the interest rates
unchanged on viarious
small savings schemes, in-
cluding PPF and NSC, for
the fourth straight quarter
beginning January 1,
2024.

"The rates of interest
on various small savings
schemes for the fourth
quarter of FY 2o024-25,
starting from January 1,
2025, and ending on
March 31, 2025, shall re-
main unchanged from
those notified for the third
guarter (October 1, 2024,
to December 31, 2024) of
FY 2024 said a fi-
nance ministry notifica-

tion.

As per the notification,
deposits  under  the
Sukanya Samriddhi

scheme will attract an in-
terest rate of 8.2 per cent,
while the rate on a three-
year term depaosit remains
at 7.1 per cent prevailing
in the current quarter.

The interest rates for
popular Public Provident
Fund (PPF) and post of-
fice savings deposit
schemes too have been re-
tained at 7.1 per cent and
4 per cent, respectively.

“The interest rate on the
Kisan Vikas Patra will be
7.5 per cent, and the in-
vestments will mature in
115 months.

The interest rate on the
National Savings Certifi-
cate (NSC) will remain at
7.7 per cent for the Janu-
ary-March 2025 peried.

Like the current guar-
ter, the Monthly Income
Scheme will earn 7.4 per
cent for investors.,

The interest rates have
been left unchanged for
the last four quarters now.
The government had last
made changes in some
schemes for the fourth
quarter of the last fiscal.

The government noti-
fies the interest rates on
small savings schemes,
majorly operated by post
offices and banks, every
quarter.

India's Fiscal Deficit Hits 52.5%
of Target: Government Data

NewDelhi

he Centre's fiscal

deficit at the end of

the eighth month of

financial year 2024~
25 touched 52.5 per cent of
the full-vear target, govern-
ment data showed on Tues-
day.

In absolute terms, the fis-
cal deficit — the gap between
the government's expendi-
ture and revenue— was about
Rs 8.47 lakh crore during
the April-November period,
aceording to the data re-
leased by the Controller Gen-
eral of Accounts (CGA).

In the Union Budget, the
government projected to

Reliance Acquires USD 13 Billion in

New Delhi

naire Mukesh Amk

e Industries Lid has
spent USD 13 billien on ac-
quisitions in the past five
VRIS ACTOSS Tiew eneTgy, tele-
com, retail and media busi-
ness to seript @ pivot away
fram core oil and petro-
chemicals business to clean
energy and consumer facing
verts

Last week, Reliancebought
oncology platform Karkinos
Healtheare for Rs 375 crore,
adding another stack toits di-
agnosticand digital health-
care ccosystem, Morgan
Stanley said in a report

"Over the pagt five | B
RILhats announced USD 13

2.6 billion in telecom and
internet verticals. 1t spent
USD 1.7 billion on acquisi-
tions in new energy and USD
1.14 hillion in retail, aceord-
fng to Morgan Stanley.

RiLshiggest it

n

buying search and database

firm JustDial, the report said.

Last week, it acquire

100 per L‘Enl st sku in Karkl-
I

1t acts like a care partner
during a patient’s cancer
treatment.

Other investorsin the com-
pany have included Tata
Group, Rakuten, Mayo Clin-
ic, and Hero Enterprise.

"RIL aims to leverage its
technological expertise and
vast distribution networks
ta create more integrated
healthcare system-digital

bring down the fiscal deficit
to 4.9 per cent of gross do-
mestic product (GDP) in the
current 2024-25 financial
year. The deficit was 5.6 per
cent of the GDP in 2023-24.

5 Years

Ewart Investments Ltd (100
per cent subsidiary of Tata
Sons), Reliance Digital
Health Ltd (a subsidiary of
Reliance Industries), Mayo
Clinic (US), Sundar Raman
(Director at Reliance Foun-
dation Youth Sports and for-
mer COO of Indian Premier
League since 2008), and Ravi
Kant (ex-MD of Tata Mo-
tors).

health platforms, el di
cine services and advanced
healtheare delivery models,”
the brokerage said.
Karkinos was incorporat-
ed in India onJuly 24, 2020
and mlaldﬁhuslmssnfpru

nos H
its nlmww lru the dmgnm-
tic and ecosys-

billion i with14
per cent in nu\ energy, 48
percent in technology, media
and telecommunications
(TMT), g per cent in retail,

the Tast five years has been
buyout of local cable TV and
internet service providers
Hathway Cable and Da

tem following previous in-
vestments like HAGI,
Netmeds and Strand Life
Science.

viding ! Iriven, in-
novative solutions for the
i % o 7

ipan
providing end-to-end serv-
ices relating to carly detection
and effective lrealmeul of
cancerat tially lower
than pn-mulu\g rates,
still generating healthy pml‘-
itability. In order to meet

and management of cancer.
Ithad a tumnover of about Rs
22 crore in the 2022-23 fis-
cal year.

and increasingly more in  com Lid for USD g81 million. Karkinos provides tech- Karkinos has cancelled the
healtheare,” it said. It spent USD 771 millionon  nology driven, i existing ing 30,075

Of this, USD 6 billionwas  buying \klr\nuglail -head-  lutionsforearlydetection, di-  equity shares held by the
in isition of it maker  agnosis and of chil ders of the

and assets in media and ed-
ucation business and USD

REC Solar Holdings and an-
other USD 767 million on

cancer, according to Mor-
gan Stanley.

company. 1S previous proii-
nent investors included

this vision, Karkinos started
I with hospitals to
provide oncology services
(testing, radiation therapy,
ete.).

The company has part-
nered with around 60 hos-
pitalstill December 2023. It
is through a subsidiary set-
ting up a 150-bed multispe-
cialty cancer hospital at Im-
phal, Manipur. Going for-

In absolute terms, the gov-
ernment aims to contain the
fiscal deficit at Rs 16,13,312
crore during the current fis-
cal. The revenue-expendi-
ture data of the Union gov-

ernment for the first eight
months of 2024-25 showed
that the net tax revenue was
about Rs 14.43 lakh crore.

The central government's
total expenditure in the eight
months through November
stood at Rs 27.47 lakh crore
or 56,9 per cent of the budg-
o estimate.

Of the total expenditure,
Rs 22,27 lakh crone was in the
revenue account and Rs5.13
lakh crore in the capital ac-
count.

Out of the total revenue ex-
penditure Rs 6,58.494 crore
is on account of interest pay-
ment and Rs 2,79,211 crore i
on account of major subsi-

dies.

A fiscal deficit is the dif-
ference between the total ex-
penditure and revenueof the
government. It is an indica-
tion of the total borrowing
needed by the government.

Tera Chief Economist Adi-
ti Nayar said the anticipated
miss in the capex target is ex-
pected to offset any shortfall
onaccount of disinvestment
and taxes, as well as the im-
pact of the recent supple-
mentary (1Emrm(| for grants,

Accal

trail the 2024-25 estimate
of Rs 16.1 lukh crore or 4.9
per cent of GDP.

India's Infrastructure Growth
Slows to 4.3% in November

New Delhi
The output of eight key in-
frastructure  sectors
slowed down to 4.3 per
cent in November 2024
against 7.9 per cent
growth registered a year
ago, according to official
data released on Tuesday.

‘On-a monthly . the
production growth of
these sectors was higher
3.7 per cent ex-
1 recorded in Oc-
tober 2024.

In November, produc-
tion of erude oil and nat-
ural gas contracted.

The production growth
of coal, refinery products,
fe ser, steel, and elec-
tricity moderated to 7.5
per cent, 2.9 per cent, 2
per cent, 4.8 per cent, and
3.8 per cent, respectively,
against 10.9 per cent, 12.4
percent, 3.3 per cent, 9.7
per eent 5.8 per cent
in November last year.

However, cement out-

On a monthly basis,
the production
growth of these sec-
tors was higher than
the 3.7 per cent ex-
pansion recorded in
October 2024.

put rose to 13 per LLlll in
the month under review.
The growth of core se

finery prod-

T, steel, ce-
ment and electricity — was
4.2 per cent during April-
November this fiscal. 1
was 8.7 per cent in the
same period last fiscal.
The eight core sectors
contribute 40.27 per cent
to the Index of Industrial
Productien (IIP), which
measures overall indus-
trial growth.
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Look its tough and there Is

“ always going to be hype
when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
isin rare company at his
age,——— Simon Katich

Is Rohit Sharma going to retire from
Test cricket after Sydney match?

Sydney

tanding at the crossroads of his

Test career, reports suggest

that skipper Rohit Sharma will

likely retire from test cricket af-
ter the last test match against Australia,
in the five-match Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, in Sydney.

Sharma has certain choices to make
in the best interests of the Indian
team heading into final and deeiding
Sydney test match,

With the series in line after his
team’s 184-run drubbing in the Boxing
Day Test, the Indian ecaptain might
have to field his six best batters at the
Sydney Cricket Ground, which will
pave the way for Shubman Gill's in-
clusion in the playing X1 after being
dropped for the previous game in
Melbourne.

With 866 runs in Test cricket in
2024, Gill is second only to Yashasvi
Jaiswal in the list of highest scovers
among Indian batters in last one year,
and one can't blame the elegant play-
erif he is feeling hard done by at be-
ing asked to sit out at MCG.

Rohit, though, informed that the
team management explained Gill the
reasons behind his omission in Mel-
bourne, He was dropped to ensure bet-
ter balance in the playing XI with
‘Washington Sundar’s bowling being an
additional advantage.

Deepti jumps to
fifth spot in ICC ODI
rankings following
WI success

The 27-year-old made
headlines, taking eight
wickets in two matches,
including 6/31 in the last
game as India completed a
clean sweep in the three-
match series in Vadodara.

Dubai

‘What are Rohit's options?

The question that arises now is how
does Rohit accommodate Gill in the
playving XI for the Sydney game, which
India need to win at all costs to keep
alive their slim chances of qualifying
for next year’s World Test Champi-
onship (WTC) Final.

‘Washington did himself no harm by
scoring a 50 and was involved in a eru-

cial hundred- plus stand with centurion
Nitish Kumar Reddy. And if his bowl-
ing was penetrativeenough, he would
have certainly bowled more overs.
SCG has traditionally been a track
that assists spinners as the match
progresses and hence either Wash-
ington or Tanush Kotian is certain to
play alongside Ravindra Jadeja, unless
the skipper develops sudden faith in

Jaiswal's leg-breaks and decides to a
play the specialist batter (Gill) and not
thehatting all-rounder (Washington).

The Adelaide Test, played under
lights with the pink Kookaburra, pre-
sented the Indian team with the most
challenging circumstances and Gill,
with scores of 31 and 28, looked way
more comfortable than both Rohit
and Virat Kohli.

The second option could be more
convenient and it involves dropping
ane among Mohammed Siraj and
Akash Deep to include Gill as three
specialist pacers could be a luxury at
SCG with Jadeja and Washington ex-
pected to bowl more overs than in Mel-
boume,

Siraj redeemed himself with a fine
spell at Sydney while Akash Deep was
distinctly unlucky to get just one wick-
et across two innings.

The third option is the most incon-
venient one but perhaps the need of the
hour too if Rohit wants to lead by ex-
ample. With just 31 runs in five innings
and 155 runs in past 14 knocks, the
sklppcr could himself volunteer to
step aside and let the young turk play,
with KL Rahul regaining his opening
slot, where he has looked the most as-
sured.

Taking aback seat to allow the team
move forward is a call that can onlybe
taken if the heart is in the right place.

Mhatre becomes youngest to score 150 in
List A cricket, breaks Jaiswal’s world record

Ahmedabad
Mumbai's Ayush Mhatre on Tuesday set
a new world record for the youngest
player to score 150+ in List A cricket
during the Vijay Hazare Trophy match
against Nagaland he
patriot Yashasvi Jais ort.

At 17 years and 168 days, Mhatre
broke the previous record set by India
batter Jaiswal, who was 17 years and 291
days when he achieved the feat while
playing for Mumbai against against
Jharkhand in 2019,

Mhatre, who made his debut for do-
mestic giants Mumbai earlier this sea-
som, clobbered 11 sixes and 15 fours to
make 181 off only 117 balls while pow-
ering his side to an imposing 403 for
seven in their 50 overs.

Mhatre, who hails from the Virar sub-
urbin Mumbai, has been a regular fix-
ture for the domestic heavyweights
across formats ever since he broke
into the squad carlier this season.

Head explains "

He was a part of the Irani Cup-win-
ning Mumbai side which defeated Rest
of India to win the trophy after a gap of
27 years in October. On his Ranji Tro-
phydebut, Mhatre scored a fine 71-ball
52 but Mumbai lost the season opener
to Baroda in an away game.

With the defending champions look-

inger on ice"

celebration after dismissing Pant

Melbourne
Australia batter Travis Head has ex-
plained his unusual celebration after
ismissing Rishabh Pant in the Box-

India off-spinner Deepti Sharma
climbed a spot to enter the top 5 in the
latest ICC women's ODI ranking for
bowlers following her match-win-
ning performances in the recently-
concluded series against the West
Indies at home.

Deepti, who is fifth now, has 665
rating points and is marginally behind
fourth-placed South Africa’s Ma-
rizanne Kapp (677 rating points).

ing Day Test, stating it signifies "fin-
ger on the ice,” a quirky gesture that
he first showed during the tour of Sti
Lanka.

After batting through an entire ses-
sion, Yashasvi Jaiswal and Rishabh
Pant appeared poised to guide Indiato
a draw on the final day of the Boxing
Day Test.

However, Head turned the game on
its head by dismissing Pant, which trig-

The 27-y id made headli
taking eight wickets in two matches,
including 6/31 in the last game as Tn-
dia completed a clean sweep in the
three-match series in Vadodara.

Among batters, Jemimah Ro-
drigues (537 rating points) is closing
in on a top-20 as she has jumped four
spots to 22nd thanks to scores of 29
and 52 during the series.

The big-hitting Richa Ghosh (13 not
outand 23 not out) has moved seven
spots to 4ist (448 rating points), with
Chinelle Henry's half-century in the
third OD1leading to a 21-spot leap to
65th (349 rating points).

However, charismatic India open-
er Smriti Mandhana (720 rating
points), who scored two half-cen-
turies in the series, has dropped one
place to third and trails South Africa’s
Laura Wolvaardt (773) and Chamari
Athapaththu (733).

Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur has
dropped three places to 13th.

Hayley Matthews' seventh ODI
s helped the
West Indies opener climb six places to
seventh in the ICC Women's Batting
Rankings.

gered ad ic Indian collapseand
paved the way for a 184-run Aus-
tralian victory, giving the hosts a 2-1
lead in the five-match series.

Pant mis-timed a pull shot and was
caught at long-on, after which Head
celebrated the moment with his dis-
tinctive gesture of folding the fingers
of his left hand into a circle and dip-
ping the forefinger of his right hand
intoit.

"Finger on the ice. | started in Sri
Lanka. I put my finger on the ice and
beready to go for the next one,” Head
told Triple M Radio’ after the Mel-
bourne Test.

"I didn't expect to be bowling. [
thought Galle would be my next bowl-
ing. I'll go put it down in a little cup of
ice, be ready to go up there next,” he
added, referring to Australia's up-
coming tour of the island nation.

Head's celebration quickly gained at-
tention and went viral on social media.
After the match, Australian captain Pat
Cummins was asked about it and he
offered a lighthearted explanation.

"I can explain it. It's his finger so hot
he's got to put in a eup of ice. Yeah
that's what it is," Cummins told re-

"So, that's normally the running
joke. It was in the Gabba or some-
where he got a wicket as well and just
straight to the fridge, grabs a bucket of
ice, puts his finger in and just walks in
front of Lyno (Nathan Lyon)...just
like that (he) thinks it's very funn;

"So that's what it would have
nothing else.” However, Head's cele
bration didn't sit well with former
India cricketer Navjot Singh Sidhu,
who demanded “stringent action”
against the Australian player, calling
it "obnoxious".

"Travis head's obnoxious behav-
jour during the course of the Mel-
boume test doesn't auger well for for
the gentleman's game...sets the worst
possible example when there are kids,
women , young & old watching the
game.

"..this caustic conduet did not insult
an individual but a nation of 1.5 billion
Indians...stringent punishment that
would serve a deterrent for the future
generations needs to be slapped on
him so that no one dares follow suit 111"
Sidhu posted on X.

The two teams will play the pivotal
final Test at the Sydney Cricket
Ground, starting January 2

ing to bounce back after the loss in the
first Ranji game, Mhatre led the charge
with a brilliant 176 off 232 balls, which
was studded with 22 fours and four six-
es against Maharashtra. Mumbai won
the game by nine wickets,

He had a couple of quiet outings
against Tripura and Odisha but
slammed his second first-class ton —
116 off 149 balls with 12 fours and
three sixes — against Services and
went onto represent Indiain the U-19
Asia Cup.

The right-handed batter carried his
form by scoring fifties (54 and 67 not
out) against Japan and UAE, but fell for
a singledigit score in the tournament’s
final which India lost to Bangladesh.

Having missed Mumbai's Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy title triumph,
Mhatre returned to the premier do-
mestic 5o-overs competition with a 78
in a high-scoring contest against Kar-
nataka.

Indian cricket has depth to fill
Rohit, Virat's void: Lehmann

=
Melbourne

Indian cricket has produced a genera-
tional superstarin Yashasvi Jaiswal and
will remain in good health even when
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma decide to
call time on their carcers, feels former
Australia head coach and two-time
World Cup winner Darren Lehmann,

‘The 54-year-old, who pliyed 27 Tests
and 170DIs during lmdﬁadv.‘lmu -
reer, is also captivated by Jasprit Bum-
lls, claiming to have never
seen any player have more impactin a
single series.

Talking about impending retire-
ments of Rohit and Kohli following their
poat show in the ongoing series where
India trail 1-2, Lehmann was empa-
theticand practical about the transition
in Indian cricket.

"Look whenever they decide to give
it away and whatever happens in next
few days they have been great players
for India over a long period of time,”
Lehmann, amember of 1999and 2003
ODI World Cup-winning teams said.

"Nowactually we see younger play-
ers starting to stepup for India and play
well at next level. There is so much
depth in Indian cricket I won't worry
too much,” Lehmann was pretty mat-
ter of fact.

“Whenever these two guys decide to
retire, there are so many talented
youngsters that Indian ericket will be in
good stead.” Having watched Jaiswal
emerge as the ﬂ-‘lﬂh(’ll‘i‘r of Indian
sries, Lehmann madea
ion about the southpaw,
who hasscores of 161, 82 and 84 in this
series.

"Oh, superstar. One ofthe best Thave
seen,” Lehmann said quickly, before the
question was finished.

“He (Jaiswal) and Harry Brook are
two next generation players. They are
the enesthat people will sit back and say
they are good players. He played very
well in Melbourne and was outstand-

ingin Perth. He has come up leaps and
bounds on this tour,” the beefy left-han-
der of yesteryears said.

But Lehmann reserved his highest
praise for Bumrah, equating him with
all-time greats such as Wasim Akram
and Glenn McGrath.

"I presume he (Bumrah) is the next
captain when Rohit finishes. He did a
really good job in Perth. He isthe best
bowler | have ever seen live.

have seen Wasim Akram, Glenn
McGrath and all but I have not seen a
bowler have impact like him in a single
series like Jasprit Bumrah has since
Mitchell Johnson in 2013-14 Ashes
win.

“This is very similar as Bumrah al-
ready has 30 wickets. He has been out-
standing to watch. He will do well
when he gets a chance to lead India”
Talking about transition, Lehmann
noted that Australia's batting could be
aconcern, rather than the bowling, even
though Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starc,
Josh Hazlewood, Seott Boland, and
Michael Neser are all in their early to
mid-308.

“I am not so worried about bowling
as lot of good kids are coming up.
Lance Morris, Xavier Bartlett from
Brisbane Heats, so there are plenty of
them. Spinners are okay but it is the bat-
ting that is being tested at the moment,”
said Lehmann.

“There will be some changes with
greats retiring but fast bowling will be
good enough. How long Cummins and
Stare survive time will tell, but hope-
fully, they will get to till next Ashes.”
Lehmann has had a decent reputation
as a coach but when asked if he would
consider coaching the Indian national
team, the answer was negative.

“It would have been an honour to
work with Indian national team but [
am done with international enicket. T
Jjust want the young guys to get better,”
Lehmann signed off.

Melbourne defeat brings fresh calls
for Rohit, Kohli to exit test arena

Sydney
Speculation that India captain Rohit
Sharma and batting stalwart Virat
Kohli are set to call time on their test
careers has snowballed as the veteran
paircontinue to struggle in the five-test
series in Australia.

India, who won their last two test
tours in Australia, went 2-1 down in the
series after their stunning defeat in
Melbourne on Monday, with the hosts
needing only a draw in Sydney to re-
claim the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
(BGT)

Opener Rohit has just one fifty and
10 single-digit scores in his last 15 test
innings, and even a move down the or-
der failed to pay dividends for the g7-
year-old.

Under his captaincy, India have lost
five tests this season, equalling their
unwanted record from 1999-2000
under Sachin Tendulkar.

e - lr
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Kohli, one of the greats of the mod-
em garme, has not fared much better.
vear-old struck a century in
the opening test in Perth but had a
wretched season overall with nine
single-digit scores in 17 innings this test

Season.

Both New Zealand and Australia
have exploited his vulnerability to
left-arm spin and outside the off-
stump line, rendering him a walking
wicket at times,

Bumrah named captain of Cricket Australia's
Test team of year, Jaiswal too makes it

Svdney
Jasprit Bumrah was on Tuesday recog-
nised for his splendid performancesin
the Border- kar Trophy as Crick-
et Australia named the Indian pace
spearhead as the captain of its Test
team of the vear, which also features
Yashasvi Jaiswal.

Bumrah has been the best bowler in
Test cricket in 4 with 71 wickets
from 13 matches at an average of
14.92 and a strike rate of 30.16.

"One of the greatest calendar years
by a bowler ever; not since Dale Steyn's
74-wicket 2008 has a pace bowler
been as prolifie and not since Imran

Khan's 1982 (62 victims at 1.
one taken them at a better rate,” C
the game's governing body in ﬂ'll‘
country,

“Yes, he hastorched Australia amid
of the greatest tours by a visiting
quick of all-time, but he also deaned
up England with 19 poles in four Tests
on unhelpful home surfaces as every
other seamer went around the park,

"As the only member of this side to
have skippered their téam in 2024
(leading India to victory in Perth)
Bumrah also gets the captaincy reins
—a jd) he could well see more of in fu-

ture,” CA added.
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I thought it was

“ just a regulation

wicket: Starc on
KL Rahul dismissal

Vaishali wins World blitz finals qualifie

says it was completely unexpected

New York

ndian Grandmaster R Vaishali

surprised herself with a stellar

performance to enter the quar-

terfinals of the World Blitz Cham-
pionship here, even as recently-
crowned rapid champion Koneru
Humpy made an early exit.

Following Koneru Humpy's stellar
performance in Rapid. which eamned
her the gold medal and a prize of USD
60,000, it was Vaishali's turn to im-
press her fans. She triumphed in the
Women's section, scoring 9.5 points out
of a possible 11 with three drz

“I'm very happy with today’s per-
formince. Tomorrow will bea h|1, g day.
Honestly, it (performance) was com-
pletely unexpected. 1was not expect-
ing the result Iike how it went tod
mottow, [ have to be ready and prepare
well and then see,” she said.

Russian Kateryna Lagno came clos-
est to Vaishali, scoring 8.5 points,
while the remaining six qualifiers fin-
ished with an identical eight points. De-
spite meeting the points eriteria,
Humpy was eliminated due to the
worst tiebreaker, finishing ninth.

In the Open section, 10 players v
tied for first place, including w
number one Magnus Carlsen, The
Norwegian scored when needed and
drew six of his 13 games, finishing
among the co-leaders at the end of the
qualifiers,

Russian Tan Nepomniachtchi won

e

the qualifier mlh9 .5 [lﬂln&s benefiting

Caruana of the United States fir

Man Utd in battle
for survival as
losing run goes on

Manchester United
Manchester United boss Ruben
Amorim said the English giants are in
a battle for Premier League survival
after Newcastle cruised to a 2-0 win
at Old Trafford to inflict a fourth con-
secutive defeat on the hosts.

Just two months into his tenure,
Amorim conceded this week that his
job i on the line unless results begin
toimprove.

“The Portuguese has won just two of
his first eight league games to leave
United languishing down in 14th,
Jjust seven points above the relegation
zone.

“That is really clear, so we have to
fight,” said Amarim on United being
dragged into a relegation battle

“It is a really difficult moment,
one of the more difficult moments in
the history of Manchester United
and we have to address it with hon-

Al 1

second, ahead of Carlsen, who was
placed third.

Surprisingly, none of the Indians
made the top eight, ¢ qpnlt Ome ear-

tart, securing victories in the first
ive rounds but faded away to finish
with a sub-par ¢even points. R Prag-
gnanandhaa was the best-placed Indi-
an, with 8.5 points, but a lst-round loss
to Russian Daniil Dubov cost him a
spot in the quarterfinals.

In the wornen's quarterfinal, Vaishali
will fdm Chinese Grandmaster Zhu Jin-
back-to-back victories
Nana Dzagnidze of Gec

against
gin and Valentina Gunine of Ru

in
rounds 7-8 provided the necessary

hoost for the Indian player to top the
event with eas:

dramatic match against Gunina, whe
she found herself under extreme time
pressure and played 23 moves with
hardly any time to think.
nothing to think, you
keep playing vour moves. That was a
very bad time management in that
(by me). She (opponent) was
an the clock and on the board,
she was a full pawn up but I kept
playing,” said Vaishali, who virtually
had seven seconds for each of her 23
moves,

“Towards the end, 1 offered a draw
with the rook-knight 3 versus 3. 1
think she wanted to play but her elock

Alexandersson poised to hand out more
debuts in second Maldives friendly

Bengal
JouakimAlexanderssa adeathump-
ing start to his coaching career in India
as the senior national women's team
mauled Maldives 14-0 in the firstof two
FIFA women's friendlies here.

What made it special was that as
many as eight players made their sen-
ior Indiadebut, and the Swede has as-
sured that there will be more in the sec-
ond game on Thursday.

The gulf in quality was abvious from
the first whistle. While Alexanders-
son was happy that most of the things
worked according to plan, he is now
keen to see what his bench has to offer
in the next game.

"Ithink we used the game well. We
were too big for them. We used the ad-
vantage we had and made improve-
ments with regards to moving the ball,
using the space in behind, going wide,
and using the central line. So veah, I
think overall it was a good performance
from us.” he said.

“We're going to use the uppununm
to b

+ Tsak and Joeli
struck inside the first 19 minutes as
a fifth consecutive win lifted the
Magpies into fifth.

Amorim stood aghast at what he
was witnessing in the first half as
Neweastle cut through the homeside
atwill

“They are a better team and they
started very strong,” added Amorim.

“When we suffer a goal it is really
hard 1o turn around because of all the
losses we had before and we don't
have the base of work behind to cope
with the difficult moments.”

Just over three minutes were on the
clock when Isak was afforded space
inside the six-yard box to head in
Lewis Hall's cross and score for the
sixth consecutive Premier League

game.

United badly missed the presence
of suspended captain Bruno Fel
nandes as the Newcastle midfield
three of Sandro Tonali, Bruno
Guimaraes and Joelinton played
around the ageing duo of Casemiro
and Christian Eriksen with ease.

Isuk blew a huge chance to double
the visitors' lead when he fluffed an
attempted dink over Andre Onana
and the Swedish striker also had a
goal ruled out for offside However, it
was just & matter of time before
Newcastle added a second and it ar-
rived when Joelinton burst in to
meet Anthony Gordon’s eross.

Zirkzee hauled off to cheers Amor-
im responded by replacing Joshua
Zitkzee with Kobbie Mainoo after
just 33 minutes — & move: with
the frustrated Old Trafford
ali should have made it 3+
© when he hit the post at the end of
a flowing Newcastle move through
the heart of the United defence.

ed girls in the
next game from tlu- start, We're going
1o make some rotations. Let's
they can offer in the next game.” Among

ol

Championship as a 12-year-old in 2017,
She was the MVP and top-scorer in the
SAFF U18 Championship in 2022, and
was Indin's number nine at the FIFA
U1y Women's World Cup later that
year.

Lynda formed a good parinership
with fellow senior striker and Odisha FC
teammate Pyari Xaxa, with the duo
smnng half of the team's goals.

She was good tactically
about her before the game,” said
Alexandersson.

et Lynda Kom Serto ps
to be the most impactful, scoring four
goals, Those who have followed the
striker from her younger years would

Id said, "I'm very hap-
3 ore four goals. was my first
match inthe semior team. I want to ded-
icate these goals to my family, coach-

5

labelit as a routi

it being her senior debut.
Lynda first made headlines when she

seored two goals in the SAFF s

'SP

es and I want to score
more in the coming matches. These
friendly games are useful for us as
they help us get better as a team.”

fell and that's how T won the game.”
Vaishali said there were many players
stronger than her in Blitz and that she
was just lucky to have led the field by
ane full point.

“I don't think I'm a great blitz play-
er, honestly. There are many more
strong plavers here. [ think. today, T'was
Tucky in many games and it just worked
out.” T ng about the knockout
round, Vaishali said: “T haven't thought
about it tall. The last few days I've been
sick, not gone out much,” she said,
adding that she would any day prefe
classical games to Rapid ches

“1 prefer classical any day... rapid is
fun to play but lots of emotions. Like,
50 many games you are playing ina day
and it's hard todeal with sometimes. 1
think that’s the major difference (be-
tween classical and Rapid).”

Indian standings:

Open: R Pragnanandhaa (8.5) - 23:
Raunak Sadhwani (8) 46; Arjun Eri-

isi (7) 64; Anmmlh C]nt]mmbumm
: Women: R

al

9.5)1; l\Hnm]n(S]g Divya

Deshmukh (7)18; Vantika Agarvl (7
19; D Harika (7) 2
Qualifiers Ope'n 1-§; ].\n\vpum-

Fabiano Caruana, Hans Niemann
Moke, Wesley So (all USA); Magnus
Carlsen (Nor); Dudn .F.m Kryzsztof
(Pol); Alireza Fi i

‘Women 1-8: R Vaishali (Ind); Lei
Tingjie, Wenjun Ju, Zhu Jiner (all
Chn); Kateryna Lagno, Valentina Gu
ina (Both Fide); Carissa Yip (Usa)
Bibisara Assaubayeva (Kaz)

Young Milﬁmm_-;htrim ‘shooter Ananya
Naidu clinched the womnen's 1omairri-
fle gold defeating the experienced
Meghana Sajjanar of the Railways by a
fraction of a point in the National
Sheoting Championship Competitions
here on Tuesday.

Ananya, who trains regularly at leg-
endary rifle shooter Anjali Bhagwal's
academy in Pune, shot 252.5 in the fi-
te Academy range to
mere 0.2 points for
her maiden senior national title.

R. Normada Nithin of Tamil Nadu
bagged the bronze with a score of
231.3. Ananya, who was a part of the
Maharashira contingent at the Khelo
India University Games and took up
shooting as a 16-year-old. took a 1.4-
point lead after the first-five shots itself
and never looked back.

However, Meghana closed the gap
and was in contention for the top podi-
um finish but finally missed out in the
24-shots final

r Shooting Nationals: Ananya
Naidu bags women's air rifle gold

Ananya, who was a part of
the Maharashtra contingent
at the Khelo India University
Games and took up shoot-
ing as a 16-year-old, took a
1.4-point lead after the first-
five shots itself and never
looked back.

In the qualification round, Anapaya
finished eighth, while tate-mate Arya
Rajesh Borse topped with a-score of
3. Nithin gave a consistent per-
formance both in the qualifications
and the final by maintaining ber posi-
tion in the top three. She qualified sec-
ond with a score of 632.9 points.

In the 10m air rifle junior women's
event, Gautami Bhanot secured the first
e n with a score of 251.5. Gautami
took the silver while Disha Dhankar
(Haryana) bagged the bronze with a
score of 229.9 points

IOA chief PT Usha recognises golf
body headed by Harish Reddy

New Delhi
The Indian Olympic Association (I0A)
has given recognition to the Indian Golf
Union (IGU) led by Harish Kumar
Reddy while declaring the ather body,
headed by Brifinder Singh, void

Aletter signed by 10A president PT
Usha issued on Monday stated that the
National Olympic Committee had "re-
viewed the facts” and "examined the
procedural adherence” before recog-
nising the body headed by Reddy.

Two AGMs were held on December
15 ta elect the new IGU office-bearers
- one at the India Habitat Centre
(THC) where Singh was re-clected pres-
ident with retired Punjab and Haryana
High Court judge, Rameshwar Malik,
as the Returning Officer, and the oth-
er at the Olympic Bhawan, where Red-
dy was elected with Justice OP Garg
(Retd) as the RO.

In its letter, the IOA stated the rea-
sans for recognising the body headed by
Reddy, saying the Returning Officer,
Justice Garg, had never resigned as al-
Teged by the previous set of IGU office-
hearers.

"After a detailed study of the docu-
ments of two different AGM and elec-
tions held on the same dates at two dif-
ferent venues at New Delhi, it is con-
cluded that the AGM and elechion eon-
ducted by the Returning Officer Justice
OP Garg (Retd) is valid with many rea-

sons and some of them are: "The Re-
turning Officer, who was initially offi-
cinlly appainted had never resigned as.
alleged by the IGU and thus was the
competed person to conduet the elee-
tion as notified by IGU," I0A said in the
letter.

Justice Garg, a retired judge of the Al-
lahabad High Court. was initially ap-
pointed the Returning Officer for the
elections on December 15, following
which he issued suspension orders to
five "virtually non-existent” state as-
sociations on November 26.

Subsequently, in an e-mail on No-
vember 28 to gewrnim council mem-
ers ‘&mgh cited "unavoidable cir-

i" for the: of

troversial reversal of his earlier order
barring the five state associations from
participating in the polls.

10A chief Usha had sought an ex-
planation from Singh for his “sudden”
decision to postpone the elections and
said strietaction, including forming of
an ad-hoc body to conduct the polls,
could he taken if his response was
found "unsatisfactory”

Singh then appointed former Chief
Justice of the Sikkim High Court, Per-
mod Kohli, as the Returning Officer on
December 3 to conduet the polls. But
two days later, on December 5, Kohli re-
signed and Singh appointed Malik as
the new RO.

The 10A letter further stated that the
AGM and election held at the Olympic
Bhawan had the "required quorum in
accordance with the Article 22 of the
IGU rules”.

“Atotal of 21 Member Units with 39
Representatives participated in the
AGMand election held on 15.12.2024
The letter/report received contains all
the documents including the atten-
dance sheet duly signed by the atten-
dees.

"After reviewing the facts and ex-
amining the procedural adherence, the

the December 15 AGM.
The decision followed Garg's "resig-
nation” as Returning Officerafter a con-

10A the election results an-
nounced by Justice (Retd) OP Gargat
the AGM at Olympic Bhawan was le-
gitimate,

Djokovic, Sabalenka win season-openers but Kyrgios loses on return

Novak Djokovie and Aryna Sa-
balenka launched their Australian
Open preparations with straight-
sels wins on Tuesday at the Brisbane
International but Nick Kyrgi

d number one Djokovic
chasing a record 25th Grand Sla
crown in January in Melbourne,
eased to a 6-3, 6-3 victory over
wildeard Rinky Hijikata. The 37-
year-ald Serb broke Hijikata once in
the first set and twice in the second
for a comfortable 74-minute win.

Djokovie, now ranked s
the world, was all business
the young Australinn and alwa
looked in control ashe setup a
ond-round clash against fellow vet-
eran Gael Monfils. "Ta start the
ason with a win is obviously
v imiportant,” said Djokovic, who
is pursuing an unprecedented 11th
Australian Open title. "But Hijikata
was really good tonight and he made
me work for it.”

Australian fircbrand Kyrgios lost
in three tight sets in his first singles
match since June 2023. Kyrgios

went down 7-6 (7/2), 6-7 (4/7), 7-6
(7/3) to Frenchman Giovanni Mpet-
shi Perricard in almost two and a
half hours as serve dominated. The
2 Wimbledon finalist Kyrgios,
s making his comeback follow-
ing wrist reconstruction and other

injuries over the past couple of
years. Ahead of the Australian Open
starting on January 12, big-serving
Mpetshi Perricard said Kyrgios had
shown enough to suggest that his
comeback would be a success.
Kyrgios played and won in the

Australian firebrand
Kyrgios lost in three
tight sets in his first sin-
gles match since June
2023. Kyrgios went
down 7-6 (7/2), 6-7
(4/7),7-6 (7/3) to
Frenchman Giovanni
Mpetshi Perricard in al-
most two and a half
hours as serve domi-
nated.

doubles with Djokovie on Monday.
"Playing Nick here wasn't a good
mateli-up for me," the 21-year-old
Mpetshi Perricard said, asked abont
plavmg Kyrgios in front of his home
crowd, l-ﬁ-:ln] some good things, he

Frenchman, who has

205 in the world at the start of

2024 to his current ranking of 31,
fired down 36 aces. Women's world
number one Sabalenka kickstarted
her bid to win the Australian Open
for a third consecutive time with a
raight-forward win after a shuggish
start.

The Bel n appes
ered by the Inhh humic
Rafter Arena in Bris!
larly during & rewh first set
agmmrt Renata Zarazua. But after

0's Zarazua at 5-4,
the 26-year-old surged through the
second set to wrap up the match 6-
4, 6-0 in 65 minutes. "The fi

ed both-
v on Pat
e, partico-

me but I'm glad that 1 1lust‘d it out
in the first set, and m the second set
T felt like whateves l tried to do it
would work for m g
happy for the first -
son." Sabalenka is bidding to be
the first woman since Martina
Hingis in 1997-99 Lo win three Aus-
tralian Opens in suceession. She
will play Yulia Putintseva next after
the Kazakh's 6-2, 7-
ican Mecartney




Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt
settle divorce after eight

Washington
fter more than
cight years of their
legal fight, Brad
itt and Angelina
Jolie have finally s
highly publicized divorce

As per People magazine,
Jolie's lawyers confirmed on
Monday, December 30,
2024, that both parties have
agreed to terms, marking a
significant chapter in the pro-
tracted legal saga that began
when Jolie filed for divorce in
September 2016.

Jolie and Pitt had been
married for two years and to-
gether for 12 before their re-
lationship eame to an end.

Jolie filed for divoree on
September 19, 2016, citing
“irreconcilable differences,”
shortly after an incident in-
volving a private plane flight
that she claimed escalated
into an abusive altercation be-
tween Pitt and their six chil-
dren.

Authorities investigated
the matter, but Pitt was not
charged, and Jolie Iater chose
not to press charges.

In a statement to People
Jolie’
Simon, reflected on
the journey, stating, “More
than eight years ago, Angeli-
na filed for divorce from Mr
Pitt. She and the children
left all of the properties they
had shared with Mr Pitt, and

years of legal battle
~ i |

since that time she has fo-
cused on finding peace and
healing for their fami
is just one part of a long on-
going process that started
eightyearsago. Frankly, An-
gelinaisexhausted, but sheis
relieved thisone part is over.”

A source close to Jolie told
People magazine that the ac-
tress has remained focused
on moving forward, saying,
“She doesn't speak ill of Pitt
publicly or privately. She's
been trying hard to be light
after a dark time.”

The settlement condludes a
highly complex and con-
tentious divorce that involved
significant disagreements,
particularly over custody
arrangements and their
shared asse

In the
Jolie’s divorce filing, the cou-
ple had been embroiled in
lengthy and sometimes bitter
legal disputes.

Early on, the former couple
reached an agreement tohan-
dle their divorce procecdings
privately, utilizing a private

his

judge to resolve the legal de-

tails.
They also sought to seal all
records related to their chil-
dren to protect their privacy,
as per People magazine.
Despite these attempts to
keep matters out of the pub-
lic
ings were far from smooth.

eye, the divorce proceed-

New Delhi
ushpa 2: The Rule”
star  Rashmika
Mandanna  on
Tuesday celebrat-
ed completing eight years in
the film industry and
thanked fans for their con-
stant love and support.
Taking to her Instagram
Stories, the 2:
tor shared a message of grat-
itude for her
“8 years in the film in-

ar-old ac-

ans.
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Rashmika Mandanna marks ShahRukhKhanlauds
8 years in cinema, thanks
fans for endless love

dustry and the only way I
could dowhat I have done so
far is only because of your
love and support. Thank

you,” she wrote in the cap-
tion.
Born and raised in

Kodagu district of Karnata-
ka, Mandanna made her act-
ing debut in 2016 with the
Kannada movie “Kirik Par:
ty”, opposite Rakshit Shetty
and then starred in Telugu
hits like “Geetha Govin-

dam”, “Dear Comrade”,
“Bheeshma” and “Sita Ra-
mam’.

Mandanna found coun-
trywide success with 2021
hit “Pushpa: The Rise”, co-
starring Allu Arjun. She
made her Bollywood debut
with “Goodbye” and then
starred in smash hit film
“Animal” with Ranbir
Kapoor. The actor most re-
cently starred in “Pushpa 2:
The Rule”, which has be-

come a runaway hit at the
global box office, earning
over Rs 1,700 croresince its
release on December 5.

Her upcoming movies in-
clude “Sikandar” with
Salman Khan, “Chhaava”
with Vicky Kaushal and
Maddock’s horror comedy
title *“Thama”,
headlined by Aynshmann
Khurrana. She will also be
seen in Tamil movie "Ku-
bera”,

universe

Sabrina Carpenter reflects on her coffee
anthem ‘Espresso’ and upcoming projects

Washington

abrina Carpenter’s

infectious hit

‘Espresso’ took the

music world by sur-
prise when it dropped earli-
er thisyear, and the Grammy-
nominated singer-songwriter
admits she had no idea how
much it would resonate with
audiences.

Despite the track, which
became a viral sensation,
Carpenter was unsure if the
song, which references the
beloved coffee beverage,
would connect with fans.

“I really didn't know if it
would connect,” Carpenter
told The Hollywood Reporter
in an interview, adding, “But
the sentiment and the sound
of the song and the confi-
dence thatit kind of just car-
ries along with it was some-
thing that I really believed in.
So, 1 had literally no idea
that anyone would like it,
but T liked it, and that was
kind of all that mattered to
me in that moment, and
something Itry to n‘membcr
over and over again.”

The songs success led toa
collaboration with Dunkin’,
resulting in the creation of
‘Sabrina’s Brown Sugar
Shakin’ Espresso’, a coffee

drink inspired by the track.

Growing up on the East
Coast, Carpenter shared, “I'm
a born and bred East Coast-
er, and Dunkin’ was my child-
hood. When they approached

PETyal Kapadia signs off
‘wonderful' 2024: It has been

way beyond expectations

New Delhi

1l We Imagine As
Light”
Payal Kapadia on
sTuesday bid
farewell to 2024 on a happy
note, saying the year was
nothing short of wonderful.
Kapadia, an alumnus of
Pune's Film and Television
Institute of India (FTII),
saripted history at the Cannes
Film Festival earlier this year
with "All We Imagine As
Light", which became the
first In movie to bagthe
Grand Prix Award. And re-
leased to great reviews in In-

dia in November.
Sharing artworks by the
film's fans on her official X

director

handle, Kapadia said the year
turned out to be way beyond
her expectations.

"Thank you everyone fora
really wonderful year forour
film. It has been way beyond
our expectations. Signing
off for the year with these
amazing artworks some of
youmade," she wrote.

An official India-French
co-production, "All We Imag-
Light” competed in the
main competition of the
Cannes. The film follows two
nurses Prabha (Kani Kusru-
ti) and Anu (Divya Prabha)
from Kerala navigating life
and love in Mumbai along
with their friend and cook
Parvaty (Chhaya Kadam).

me about a collab, 1 realized
my window for a coffee part-
nership was closing, and 1
hadn't done it yet. So it just
felt like the perfect fit.”

For Carpenter, this collab-

Ananya Panday to enter
2025 with “positivity

oration is more than just a
chance to createa drink. It's
about connecting with her
fans in a meaningful way,
especially when she can’t be
physically present at con-
certs.

“People really appreciate
connection more now be-
s such a rarity,” she
said, adding, “When I'm not
ontour, it’s finding partner-
ships like this that can bring
metoyour front deorstep, or
your nearest Dunkin’, or
whatever is most conven-
ient.”

She added that the light-
hearted nature of the project
was important to her, “The
partnership is light-hearted,
collaborative, and fun. It's
absolutely the perfect way
for me to end the year.

When Carpenter released
‘Espresso’ in April, shehad no
idea the sang would goon to
become such a viral hit.

The track quickly became a
fan favourite, inspiring every-
thing from espresso martinis
to memes and viral videos.
Carpenter’s song even in-
ired a sketch on Saturday
Night Live, which has accu-
mulated 15 million views on
YouTube, as per The Holly-
wood Reporter,

and good vibes”

Mumbai

ctor Ananya Pan-
day is extremely
grateful for the
spportunities she
received in 2024, and now
she can't wait to kick-start
the new year with “positiv-

ity and good vibes,”
As 2025 is around the
corner, Ananya on Monday

took to Instagram and post-
ed a recap video showeasing
her memorable moments
from this year.

The video features vi:
from her hit projects ‘Call
Me Bae” and ‘CTRL". It also
has clips from her ramp
walk for late fashion de-
signer Rohit Bal's last
show.

"WHAT A YEAR
couldn’t ibly be
more grateful forall
the opportunities
and the people and
the memories and
the love going into
echarged with all
the positivity and good
vibes let’s goooooooo,” she
captioned the post.

2024 turned out to be a

ear for Ananya. Her
‘Call Me Bae'and
OTT film ‘CTRL’ did ex-
tremely well, garnering au-
dience’s attention.

Recently, in an interview

als

2025

with ANI, Ananya’s mother
Bhavana Pandey expressed
gratitude to the audience
for appreciating Ananya’s
hard work as she delivered
back-to-back sucecessful
projects.

While opening up about
her daughter’s newfound
Bhavana feels that
¢ rise from being
nepokid toan ac-
torwhois capable of giv-
ing life to a character
comes down to the
mantra that ex-
ists within

sucees:

seen a

video fea-
tures visuals from
her hit projects ‘Call Me
Bae’ and ‘CTRL'. It also has
clips from her ramp walk
for late fashion designer

Rohit Bal’s last
show.

them.”
(1am)very grateful. Lknow
she's worked hard and
everyone does. She's worked
hard. But the idea is to put
your head down and work
hard and take the impor-
tant, necessary criticism in

PM Narendra Modi's

WAVES initiative

Mumbai

hah Rukh Khan

praised Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi

for the WAVES
Summit 2025, an initiative
aimed at making India a hub
of global creation. Recently,
the Bollywood superstar took
to his X (formerly Twitter)
handle and explained how
the summit will “champion
and foster creativity.”

“It is with great anticipa-
tion that 1 look forward to
‘WAVES - a film and enter-
tainment world summit -
10 be held in our country it-
self. An oceasion that cele-
brates our industry and
knowledges the role it plays
in the Indian economy as
well as its strength as a soft
power... and above all, an
occasion that champions and
fosters creativity," SRK
wrote.

Previously, Akshay Kumar
also called WAVES Summit

2025 a " “wanderful idea” and
wrote, “Now this is PM

your stride
and work
even hard-
er. And
the rest
i s

noise,”
she

said,
In
the
coming
months,
Ananya
will be seen
sharing
screen
space in a
new roman-
tic drama ti-
tled ‘Chand
Mera Dil" with §
Lakshya.

(//

@narendramodi ji's vision
towards promoting the Me-
dia & Entertainment sec-
tor... Waves 2025 summit
will hopefully be a fabulous
global forum to have the en-
tire entertainment industry
and  grow
nil Kapoor also
called it a “groundbreaking
step" for taking the Indian
film industry to the global
level. “The #WAVES2025
summit is a groundbreak-
ing step towards making In-
dia the global hub for film
and entertainment. Looking
forward to seeing the world
come together to celebrate
creativity and collaboration
#MannKiBaat,” the actor
said.

Meanwhile, Sanjay Dutt
also wrote on X, “Congratu-
lations to PM @naren-
dramodi ji on this visionary
initiative. WAVES 2025 will
be a fantastic platform for
global collaboration. Excited
to witness this revolution in
the film and media world.”
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