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Health Minister
confirms two
Nipah virus
deaths in Kerala

CONTD. FROM PG-1

‘George said out of the
five samples, three have
tested positive.

"The samples of the
person who died yester-
day and two others un-
der treatment, including
the nine-vear-old boy,
have tested positive,”
she said.

The death of the first
person, on Augusi 30,
was initiallv considered
a death due to the co-
morbidity of liver cirrho-
sis, she said.

"However, his son, the
nine-vear-old boy whois
already in ICU, and his
24-year-old brother-in-
law are the two positive
cases that were detected
todayv,"” the minister said.

The sample of the per-
son who died yesterday
-also tested positive.

The minister added
that two epicentres of
the disease have been
identified, which will
soon be declared as con-
tainment zones bv the
district collector after
following due procedure.

The man who died on
August 30 was 44 years
old, while the person
who died yesterday as a
40-year-old man.

Retail inflation
declines to 6.83%
in August on falling
food prices

CONTD. FROM PG-1

As per the data, infla-
tion in the vegetable bas-
ket eased to 26.14 per
cent in August as against
37.4 per cent in July.

The prices of 'oil and
fats' products declined
to 15.28 per cent in Au-
gust while there was
low inflation in 'meat
and fish', 'eggs', 'sug-
ar and confectionary’,
'‘non-aleoholic  beverag-
es', 'fruits' and 'prepared
meals and snacks’ on an
annual basis,

The data also showed
that inflation in the
‘housing’ was at 4.38 per
cent and 'fuel and light'
at 4.31 per cent.

Aditi Navar, Chief
Economist, Head Re-
search & Owutreach at
rating agency ICRA said
that within food items,
inflation in vegetables
fell to 26.1 per ecent in
August from 37.4 per
cent in the previous
menth, contributing as
much as 28 basis points
of the 61 basis points de-
cline in the headline CPI
inflation print between
these months.

Contact:
9818799941
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Don't need BJP certificate on nationalism,
Sanatan Dharma, freedom struggle: Cong

New Delhi

he Congress on
Tuesday said it
does not require

the BJP's certificate on
nationalism, Sanatan
Dharma or on the con-
tribution to freedom
struggle, alleging the
ruling party's score on
these vardsticks is zero.

Responding to the BJP
attacks on the Congress
and the INDIA bloc over
the row after DMK lead-
er Udhayanidhi Stalin's
remark on the Sana-
tan: Dharma, Congress
spokesperson  Supriva
Shrinate said her party
believes in Sarva Dhar-
ma Sambhava (equal
respect for all religions).

"We do not want cer-
tificates from the BJP on
nationalism, on Sanatan
Dharma and on the con-
tribution to our freedom
movement. Because, on
all these their score is
zero,'" she said.

Asked about BJP lead-
er Ravi Shankar Pras-
ad's allegations that the
country's culture and
heritage are being in-
sulted daily but senior
Congress leaders like
Sonia Gandhi are silent,
Shrinate said, "We do
not need any certificate.

Responding to
BIP attacks on
Congress and the
INDIA bloc over the
row after DMK leader
Udhayanidhi Stalin’s
remark on the Sana-
tan Dharma, Congress
spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate said her par-
ty believes in Sarva
Dharma  Sambhava
(equal respect for all
religions).

the

from anyone and espe-
cially from hypocrites
who talk like this. We
believe in eguality of
all religions. 1 will not
say anything more than
this."” But she refused to
BJP leader and nnion
minister Gajendra Shek-
hawat's remarks in a
video ecirculating on so-
cial media that anyone
who speaks against the
Sanatan Dharma would
have his tongue pulled
out and his eves gouged
out,

he demanded answers
from the BJP over un-
employment and deaths
allegedly due to hunger,
and said the govern-

ment had to put up big
curtains and build walls
so that the poor of the
country could not be
seen during the G-20
Summit.

She claimed women
were paraded naked in
Manipur and four peo-
ple were killed in the
state just two days ago.
Curfew has been im-
posed at six places in the
Valley region of the state
and news is coming that

there was a clash be-
tween some policemen
and the army, she said.
"Which woman do you
respeci?” "Equality of all
religions is the founda-
tion of onr country and
we are people who be-
lieve in it," she said.
DMK leader Udhaya-
nidhi Stalin recently
blamed the Sanatan
Dharma for promoting
division and discrimina-
tion among people. and

Cauvery water to TN: Karnataka CM calls
for special emergency meeting on Sept 13

Bengaluru

Kamnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah has called
for a "special emergency
meeting” on September
13, Tollowing the Cauvery
Water Regulation Com-
mittee (CWRC) on Tues-
day recommending that
Kamataka release 5,000
cusecs of water every day
for the next 15 days to Ta-
mil Nadu.

Deputy Chief Minister
D K Shivakumar, minis-
ters of the Cauvery ba-
sin region, former chief
ministers of all parties,
senior ministers of the
state cabinet, Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha mem-
bers will participate in
the emergency meeting.

"The special emergen-
cy meeting will be held
on 13-9-2023 at 12:30
PM at Vidhana Soudha's
conference hall," the
Chief Minister's office
said in a statement.

Earlier today, Siddar-
amaiah held an emer-
gency meeting regard-
ing the next steps to
be taken in view of the
CWR(C's recommenda-
tion. Shivakumar, sever-
al senior ministers and
officials ineluding Chief
Secretary, and Chief
Minister's Legal Advisor
Ponnanna participated
in the meeting,

M 3

After CWRC recom-
mendation came out,
Shivakumar said that
the state is in no posi-
tion to release Cauvery
river water to Tamil
Nadu, as it doesn't have
enough water storage,
due to lack of adequate
rainfall in the river basin
region.

He said, the matter is
next going to come be-
fore the Cauvery Water
Management Authority
(CWMA), most probably
by tomorrow, and Kar-
nataka will vehemently
put forward its stand
before it.

Work done by my govt
causing stomach ache to
many people: Shinde's
dig at Uddhav

Jalgaon: In a dig at

his predecessor Uddhav
Thackeray, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Fknath
Shinde on Tuesday said
many people are suffer-
ing from stomach pain
due to the work being
done by his government,

Speaking at the
"Shasan Aaplva Dari"
(Government at your
Doorsetp) programine,
Shinde said the previ-
ous dispensation led by
Thackeray had stopped
working, but it became
active after Shinde took
over,

"Many people are
having a stomachache
due to the work we
do, the 'Shasan Aap-
lva Dari' initiative is

CISF seize gold paste worth Rs 1.3
crore at Mumbai airport, two held

Mumbai

The Central Industrial
Security Force  (CISF)
suececessfully intercepted
and apprehended two
passengers attempting
to smuggle approxi-
mately 2.5 kilograms
of gold paste valued at
around Rs 1.3 crore, of-
ficials said.

The incident oceurred
in the early hours of Sep-
tember 12, 2023, when
CISF surveillance and
intelligence staff at Ter-
minal-2, CSMI Airport,
Mumbai, noticed sus-
picious behavior from
a passenger near the
glass partition between
domestic boarding gate
No. 86 and 87 on Lev-
el 3. The passenger was
placed under both elec-
tronic and physical sur-
veillanee, they said.

During the course of
surveillance, a black
pouch was observed
being thrown from the

glass partition situated
at International board-
ing gate No. 86 on Level
4. This prompted further
investigation, an official
said.

Subsequently, the
CISF team detected
suspicious activities

from another passenger,
identified as Shajitha
Begum, who appeared
to be associated with the
first passenger. The indi-
viduals were later identi-
fied as Jalal Y Jalaludeen
and Shajitha Begum,
both Indian citizens,
who were scheduled to
travel on Air India Flight

During the course of
surveillance, a black
pouch was observed
being thrown from the
glass partition situated
at Intemational board-
ing gate No. 86 on Level
4. This prompted fur-
ther investigation, an
official said.

No. Al609 bound for Co-
imbatore, he added.

Both passengers were
immediately intercept-
ed, and their hand bag-
gage was subjected to
further scrutiny in the
Customs office. A joint
interrogation was con-
ducted by CISFand Cus-
toms officials, leading to
the discovery of six ov-
al-shaped yvellow metal
(gold) parcels wrapped
in black tape within the
handbags of both pas-
SEngers.

JalalY Jalaludeen and
Shajitha Beginm admit-
ted ownership of the
gold paste and revealed
that it had been handed
to them by an interna-
tional passenger who
had discreetly thrown it
over the glass partition
separating the Domes-
tic and International
boarding gates.

The seized gold paste,
weighing approximate-
ly 25 Kkilograms and
valued at around Rs 1.3
crore, was handed over
to the Airport Intelli-
gence Unit (AIU) and
Cnstoms officials for fur-
ther legal action.

This operation high-
lights the vigilance and
dedication of the CISF
and Customs officials in
preventing illegal activ-
ities at the airport, safe-
guarding national inter-
ests, and upholding the
law. Investigations into
the matter are ongoing.

benefitting people. But
to treat stomach ache,
we are starting a new
programme 'Doctor at
Your Doorstep,” Shinde
said.

The Shiv Sena leader
said he would respond
to allegations of Thac-
keray, who has been
very critical of the Shin-
de-led Shiv Sena-BJP
government and the
‘Shasan..." programme,
with his work. "You
(Thackeray) worked
from home (during the
COVID-19 pandemic),
but we are reaching the
doorsteps of people.
Why didn't vou do this
when you had a chance
(as the chief minister)?”
Shinde guestioned.

called for its eradication.

The BJP accused the
INDIA bloe of having a
hidden agenda to target
the Sanatan Dharma for
vote bank politics as par-
tv president J P Nadda
led a fresh charge and
claimed that attacking
the ancient faith is part
of a well thought-out
strategy of the Congress
and its leaders Sonia
and Rahul Gandhi.

"The Congress and the

INDI Alliance should
make their view clear
and tell if the Const-
tution gives the right
to make objectionable
comments against any
religion? Do INDI Alli-
ance members not know
the constitutional provi-
sions,” Nadda said on X,

Addressing a press
conference, BJP's Ravi
Shankar Prasad said the
country’s culture and
heritage are being dai-
Iy insulted while senior
leaders like Sonia Gan-
dhi are silent.

Noting that Bihar
minister and RJD lead-
er Chandra Shekhar and
Samajwadi Party's Swa-
mi Prasad Maura have
repeatedly criticised
Hindu hely books like
teh  Ramcharitmanas,
Prasad said the lead-
ership of these parties
have maintained silence.

Such silence is an in-
dication of approval, he
said, making it clear
that the BJP will go to
people on the issue after
the agenda has been set
by the opposition. "We
will talk of vikas (devel-
opment) as well as vira-
sat," he said. India will
not tolerate this insult to
Sanafan, he said,

New dress code for
Parliament staff kicks off row

New Delhi

A new dress code with flo-
ral motif for Parliament
staff kicked off a political
row on Tuesday with the
Congress dubbing it as
"cheap” tactics to promote
the miling party's poll
symbol.

According to an inter-
nal circular issued by
the Lok Sabha Secre-
tariat, the marshals, se-
curity staff and officials,
chamber attendants
and drivers have been
issied new uniforms
which they have to den
once the new parliament
building starts funetion-
ing,

The ‘bandhgala’ snit of
bureaucrats will be re-
placed with a magenta or
deep pink Nehru jacket.
The shirts for them will
also have floral design.
The employees will wear
khaki-coloured pants.

The new attire for the
marshals in both houses
of Parliament will now
inclnde Manipuri tur-
bans. The Parliament
Security Staff will be
Seen in army camou-
flage pattern fatigues
instead of the blue safari
suits.

Women officers have
been assigned Dbright
coloured sarees with
jackets to be worn dur-
ing winters.

The Congress accused

the BJP of making the
"Parliament a one-sid-
ed partisan thing" and
wondered why the lotus
motif was used in the
dress designs.

"Why lotus only? Why
can't a peacock or why
can't a tiger? Ob, they're
not BJP party election
symbol. Why this fall
sir Om Birla," Congress
whip in Lok Sabha Man-
ickam Tagore said on X.

"How cheap they are.
They did it in G20 also.
Now also they are doing
it and saving it is the na-
tional flower,"” he said.

“This kind of pettiness
is not right. Hope the
BJP grows up and not
make the Parliament
a one-sided partisan
thing," he alleged.

Tagore said the Par-
liament is becoming a
part of a party's symbol.
"It is unfortunate. The
Parliament was above
all parties. It shows that
the BJP is interfering in
every other institution,”
he said. The parliament
session is set to begin on
September 18 in the old
building.

The parliament pro-
ceedings are expected to
shift to the new building
on September 19 on Ga-
nesh Chaturthi, which is
considered auspicious
for making new begin-
nings.

Langar Sewa for All Communities &
All Religions by GMF & Arihant Hospital

Chandigarh

Global Middas Founda-
tion (GMF), a charitable
organization based out
of Delhi , is doing Panth
& Sangat Sewa for last 3
years based on Sikhi val-
ues & ideology of “Sar-
bat Da Bhala” & "Chardi
Kala “.In this as part of
Healthcare langar sewa
they have organized mul-
tiple free health check-
up camps , eve checkup
camps across Delhi &
Punjab in past 3 vears of
operations in association
with Religious & Spiritual
Organizations, Resident
Welfare Assodations,
Market Welfare: Associa-
tions, Educational Insti-

tutions & Delhi Police,
Sardar Inder TPreet
Singh, founder GMF

said that they have now
introduced free health-
care card jointly by GMF
& Arihant hospital pro-
viding the healthcare
langar sewa benefits for
people belonging to all
commnnities & all reli-

gions at PAN India & for
NRI's.

Further they have
tied up with various lab
test facilities, diagnostic
centers, nursing homes
and hospitals to provide
coneessional at discount-
ed rates and timely con-
sultation, test, diagnosis,
investigation, treatment
and surgeries to those
who were recommended
by Global Middas Foun-
dation (GMF).

Now, they have tied
up and got support of
Arihant Hospital, Deh-
radun which is a Mul-
ti-Specialty Hospital
very well reputed with
latest updated hospital
facilities and best expert
highly internationally
experienced doctors and
managementieam.

This is applicable for
all commmunities all re-
ligions at pan India lev-
el and for Foreigners/
NRI's coming as part of
international —medical
tourism initiative to In-

dia. Upto 30% conces-
sional discount & prior-
ity on tests , treatments,
surgery etc. and other
such critical healthcare
facilities to sikh sangat
& general public who
are from economically
weaker sections of socie-
ty in healtheare services.
Upto 50% concessional
discount & priority on
tests, ireatments, surgery
ete. and other such cit-
ical healtheare facilities
to Gurudwara committee
sewadars, katha vachaks

. granthi sahibhans and

the official on board sewa
performing office bear-
ers & staff across India.
These all benefits will
be provide in the exist-
ing healthcare facilities
setup in Dehradun &
Chamoli, Utirakhand
and other upcoming fa-
cilities in future and can
be availed as on today
by just making the to-
tally free health card of-
fered by Global Middas
Foundation.

BJP's central
election
committee
likely to meet
on Wednesday

New Delhi

The BJP central election
committee is likely to
meet on Wednesday to
deliberate on the par-
tv's candidates for the
upcoming state polls,
sources said.

The CEC. whose mem-
bers include Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi,
Union ministers Amit
Shah -and Rajnath Sin-
gh, and party president
J P Nadda besides oth-
er senior leaders, may
decide the names of
candidates for the polls
in Madhva Pradesh and
Rajasthan.

The CEC had met
last month and named
candidates for 39 seats
for the polls in Madhya
Pradesh and 21 for
Chhattisgarh. These
were for the seats where
the BJP does not have
incumbent MLAs,

Advt
Contact:
9818799941

% W gEiews wa A% wEd |
E-204 1782, THi 6T 17, Uo |
WET, wwe A FE e,
FEg Teg (A Si-204 01782,
TET TEY A7 Temdl W, Ao
w08, 95, Y IR 3 g
TWE 3 g9T © Te AN a9 |
HiT § dnad 2% 76 G

Kunwar A.P. Singh
Advocate
Ch No. 449, Western Wing,

| Tis Hazari Court, Delhi 54 |

T ETER DN ey |
< W FEew o 95T @e 97 |
STt 0 3 T e SNdE A |
Fes—110004 F 01 TR AOE |
TER UF FET e 220 |
STt 0 3 T e SNdE A |
TE=ST—110004 =T IOET T o0 |
I HUN | See e 20 |
i WaeR i T W 3 U
I Sed © 9 e ¥ wis |
w2 FA A awar & 9% W |
¢ FEew  SvET W 30T e |
MivaTen  Wed @ T 64 5

Kunwar A.P. Singh
Advocate

Ch No. 449, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54 |

PUBLIC NOTIGE

“Be 1t knswn to public at larse that |
my clent namely Ms  Hemlas

D/o Sh. Nakshe Lal Rio H No.

E-116A, Mansa Ram Park Uttam

Nagar. Mew Dellu-110052, 15 the

Absolut evmet of her propeny

beanne plot No. 32-33. Ground

Floor, Withomt Roof Temace

Raght, ont of Khasm Mo, 599 and

600, Land area measuring 35 Sq.
Tds: With mwo wheeler parkine.

situated in the revenwe sstate of
Village. Nawada, Delln, Abadi

Colony known as A-Fxin Mohan |
Garden, Uttam Magar, New Delhy-

110059

But ons peson namely M
Alirmdeen Satfi S'o Babu Khan,
Rio. HNo. A- 689, Phase-3,
OM. Vihar, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059 Faudulently made
all the Documesnts earlisr GP
A wall Apreement fo Sale
Possession  Letter  Mortgage
Dezad, Friendly Loan Agreenient
agamst the said Propaty and all
Affidavits 1 lus favour and trving
to disposed off this propeny
wathout her consent

Now she has revaked all of her
aforesaid documents. Smce she
as the abselute owner If anyone
tried to grabl the same properiy
of sale and purchase ot deal with
My Almmdesn Safi for the same;
he/dhe wall be responsible for the
same. dealt with sinctly as per
the lawr and pumished under the
proviton of Crominal as well as
Ginl law and the law of the land
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Libyan city buries 700 people
killed in devastating floods as
10k reported missing
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assist the State government in the management of the Nipah virus infection

New Delhi
e Nipah virus has
killed two peo-

ple and infected
two others in Kerala's
Kozhikode district, the
state government said
on Tuesday.

"Nipah virus infection
has been confirmed in
Kozhikode distriet. Two
people died due to infec-
tions. Of the four people
whose saliva was sent
for testing, two were
Nipah positive and two
were Nipah negative,”
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said in a Face-
book post.

The chief minister
urged people not to pan-

ic and to take precaution
instead.

"Everyone should
strictly follow the in-
structions of the health
department and the po-
lice and fully cooperate
with the restrictions,” he
said,

Talking to reporters in
Kozhikode after receiv-
ing confirmation from
the National Institute
of Virology (NIV), Pune,
where the samples were
sent for testing, state
Health Minister Veena
George said one of the
people who was infected
with the virus is a nine-
vear-old bov.

CONTD ON PG-2

| HIGHLIGHTS

B Whatis the Nipah

virus infection?

Mipah is a zoonofic dis-
ease, which means it is
transmitted to humans
through infected animals
or contaminated food.
It can also be transmit-
ted directly from person
to person through close
contact with an infected
person, the WHO says. Its
symptoms, according to
the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(€DC), fever, headache,
cough, sore throat, dif-
ficulty in breathing, and
vomiting.

E How is Nipah
transmitted?
The first outbreaks of the
Nipah virus among humans
was reported from Malay
sia (1998) and Singapore
(19939). The virus takes its
rmame from the village in
Malaysia where the person
inwhaom the virus was first

isolated died of the dis-
ease,

® How fast does the

Nipah virus spread?

The Nipah virus is known
to spread far more slowly
than SARS-CoV-2. Howev-
er, it isits ability tokill that
is the bigzest concern.
During the first outhreak
inBengal's Siliguri in 2001,
45 of the 66 pecple con-
firmed to have been in-
fected died. That is a mor-
tality rate of 68%. In the
next outbreak, in Nadia
district of West Bengal, in
2007, all the five infected
people died.

New Delhi

etail inflation de-
clined to 6.83 per
ent in Angust af-

ter touching a 15-month
high of 7.44 per cent in
July, mainly due to sof-
tening prices of vegeta-
bles, but still remains
above the Reserve
Bank's comfort zone,
The overall inflation in
the food basket stood at
0.04 per cent in August
as against 11.51 per cent

(CP1) was at 7 per cent in
August 20232

in July, according to
data released by the Na-
tional Statistical Office
(NSO) on Tuesday.

Retail inflation based
on the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) was at 7 per
cent in August 2022,

While the retail infla-
tion declined to 6.83 per
cent in August, it still
remains above the com-
fort level of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI),
which has the mandate
to ensure inflation re-
mains at 4 per cent with
a margin of 2 per cent on
gither side.

CONTD ON PG-2

Supreme Court refers challenge to sedition law to Constitution Bench

New Delhi

e Supreme Court
on Tuesday re-
ferred to a Consti-

tution bench of at least
five judges a batch of
pleas challenging the
constittional ~ validity
of the IPC provision on
sedition, a month after
the Centre introduced
in Parliament bills to
replace the colonial-era
penal statutes IPC, CrPC
and the Evidence Act,
proposing among other

things the repeal of the
sedition law.

A bench headed bv
Chief Justice D Y Chan-
drachud declined the
Centre's request to defer
the issue of reference to
a larger bench as Parlia-
ment is in the process of
re-enacting the provi-
sions of the Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC) and the
Bill has now been placed
before a standing com-
miftee,

"We are not inclined

“H\’L_\____

to accept the request for
deferring the considera-

'| HIGHLIGHT

B The court noted the con-
stitutional validity of sec-
tion 124A of the IPC was
tested by the apex court
on the basis ofa challenge:
that it was ultra vires Arti-
cle 19{1)(a) of the Constj-
tution in the 1962 judge-
ment of Kedar Nath Singh
versus State of Bihar.

S of matters for more than
tion of the constitutional
challenge in these batch

one reason,” said the
bench, also ecomprising

Jusfices J B Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra.

The bench observed
that section 124A (se-
dition) of tlie IPC con-
tinues to remain on the
statute book, and even if
the new Bill becomes a
law, there is a presump-
tion that any new law
in the penal statute will
have prospective and
not retrospective effeet.

"Consequently, the
validity of the prose-
cution which would be

launched so long as
section 124A continues
to remain in the statute,
will have to be assessed
on that basis,” it said.

The cowt noted the
constitutional  validity
of section 124A of the
IPC was tested by the
apex court on the basis
of a challenge that it was
ultra vires Article 19(1)(a)
of the Constitution in the
1962 judgement of Kedar
Nath Singh versus State
of Bihar. Agencies

women Power

Ensuring Haryana's Progress
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Strengthening rights of women by ensuring

50% participation in Panchayats

33% ration depot reserved for women

Free education and transportation services for all
girl students up to Post-graduation

Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao Programme - Gender ratio

at birth improved from 871 to 927
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Out of a total of 74 newly opened Government colleges,
31 are only for girl students

Financial assistance up to 6000 to around 8 lakh pregnant
women under the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
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Officials
reprimanded
over power

WOesS

Noida
Peoplefaced power cuts for
four to six hours in many ar-
eas of the city and country-
side as the electricity system
m the district collapsed due
fo trains,

On Tuesday, Chaitra V,
managing directar (MD) of
the Paschimanchal Vidyut
Vitran Nigam Limited
(PVVNL) expressed herdis-
pleasure in the online meet-
ing and mstructed the chief
engineer to seek answers
from the JE and SDO.

Shealso gave instructions
for pruning trees by run-
ning a campaign in October.
The MD asked the chief en-
giteer how badly even alit-
tle rainfall affected the elec-
iricity situation. Trees were
not pruned around high ten-
sion lines. The supply could
not be restored after sever-
al hours of complaints. If the
systemis not rectified soon,
action will be taken against
JE and SDO.

The MD asserted that she
would soon inspect the sub-
centres and take acton
againstthe negligent officers.
At the same time, power
cuts in the city continue.
There is a problem of local
fault due to moisture on
power lines and sub-sta-
tions, due to which con-
sumers are facing power
cuis.

Yamuna

Authority to
develop 96 villages
and five towns

Noida
Theface of not only the vil-
lages around Jewar Airport
but also the Nagar Pan-
chayat and towns is going to
change.

Along with 96 villages of
the authority area, five towris
will also be developed. There
is a plan to convert the places
which have old heritage into
tourism form.

The Yamuna Authority
will put this proposal in its
board. If approved,
Dankaur, Bilaspur, Rabupu-
ra, Jewar and Jahangirpur
Nagar Panchayat areas of
the Yamuna Authority area
will also be developed.

The Yamuna Authority is
developing the villages here.
In such a situation, the au-
thority officials concerned
want that the towns here
should also be developed.
There are many temples in
Jewar, Rabpura and
Dankaur areas and there is
a bird sanctuary in Dankaur,

Farmers clash
with cops
during protest

Noida

Farmers, who have been
protesting against the
Greater Noida Authority
for the last 118 davs, con-
tinued their agitation even
on Tuesday and locked both
the gates of the authority of-
fice.

During the protest they
also ha to clash with the po-
lice. Slogans were raised
against the authority and
the state government. Dur-
ing this period alargenum-
ber of women also partici-
pated. Farmers say that
they would not end their
protest unless their de-
mands are accepted. SP
MLA Atul Pradhan also
participated inthe demon-
stration.

Many farmers got injured
while removing barricades.
Late Tuesday evening,
Greno Autharity CEO called
a delegation of 31 farmers
to meet him in the office
where till the time of writ-
ing the news, talks were
going on between the farm-
ers and the CEQ.

~&-
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Delhi govt's pilgrimage scheme
bonanza for elderly: Kejriwal

B Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal called Mukhya Mantri Teerth Yatra Yojna a bonanza for elderly peo-

ple, saying such a scheme was made possible only because there was honest government in Delhi.

New Delhi

hief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal on

Tuesday called

‘Mukhya Mantri
Teerth Yatra Yojna' a "bo-
nanza' for elderly people,
saying such a scheme was
made possible only because
there was honest govern-
mentin Delhi.

The Chief Minister also
met 780 elderly pilgrims
bound for Rameshwaram
by train at Thyagraj stadi-
um.

So far, over 75 train trips
under the scheme have been
flagged off and this is the
76th train of pilgrims. More
than 74,000 elderly people
from Delhi have availed the

benefit of the scheme by
visiting various pilgrim sites
in the country, he said.
"it's a kind of bonanza for
the elderly of Delhi because
there is an honest govern-

Woman battling health

issues jumps to death
from 17th floor Noida flat

Noida

A gz-year-old woman bat-
tling mental health issues
died allegedly after she
jumped off her 17th floor
apartment ina group hons-
ing society here in a sus-
pected case of suicide, po-
lice officials said on Tues-
day.

The incident took place
late at night on Monday in
Sector 119, while the hus-
band and child of the
woman were inside the
home, a senior official said.

"The woman was bat-
thing mental health issues
and had been nundergoing
treatment for it for a long
time. Prima facie it ap-
pears that last might, she

jumped off the flat in a
similar mental health con-
dition." Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Noida)
Harish Chander said.

When alerted about the
incident, a local Sector 113
police station team reached
the spot and initiated legal
proceedings in the matter,
the officer added.

ment in the government.
We send our elderly on pil-
grimage by saving money,”
he said.

Delhi government bears
all the expenses for their

travel and stay and pro-
vides them with the best
faciliies. "I met them, they
are very happy."” Kejriwal
said no government in the
country in the last 75 vears
since independence thought
of any such scheme,

"People ask me from
where so much money
comes. There is money be-
cause Delhi has an honest
government. We save mon-
ev in everything and do not
indulge in corruption. This
saving is used to send the
elderly on pilgrimage,” Ke-
jriwal said.

The Chief Mnister ad-
dressing the Ramesh-
waram-bound pilgrims at
Thyagraj stadium said if

there was any shortcoming
in their travel arrange-
ments, it would be rect-
fied next time.

Delhi Revenue Minister
Atishi said Kejriwal consid-
ered himself the son of all
elderly people in Delhi and
always thought about serv-
ing them.

The train trip to Ramesh-
waram will last eight days
and will include a visit to
Madurai.

Under the scheme
launched in 2018, seniar
citizens above 60 years of
age are cent for pilgrim-
ages at various religious
places and shrines across
the country, without any
charges.

Boy held for firing at Aditya
Mega Mall, Indirapuram

TSN/New Delhi
Special Staff of Shahdara
district police has arrested
a boy in cornection with a
case of openly firing in a
restaurant'at Aditya Mega
Mall m Uttar Pradesh’s In-
dirapuram, said the police
on Tuesday.

Two sophisticated pis-
tol with 8 live cartridges
and a stolen bike recovered
from his instance.

The accused has been
identified as Ramesh{22)
resident of Jhuggi, Near
Rashid Market, Parvana
Road, Geeta enlony, Delhi

Rohit Meena DCP of
Shahdara district said On
g September the team was
on patrolling in the area of
Anand Vihar in the view of
Gzo submit. "During
checking, one boy was seen
coming from Unity Mall
Side in suspicions manner
on Dominar Motorevele.
The boy was signaled to
stop but instead of stop-
ping his motoreycle, he

tried to run away. Imme-
diately, the raiding team
immediately shuttled to-
wards the boy and brought
him under control," DCP
said,

"During interrogation, it
has been revealed the ac-
cused Ramesh along with
his associates fired openly
in a restaurant at Aditya
Mega Mall, P.S. Indirapu-
ram, U.P, and tried to kill
one Guard Rahul Mavi
who sustained bullet in-
juries. The video of inci-
dent became viral on social
media. He further dis-
closed the pistols were pro-
vided to him by his associ-
ate Imran,” DCP added.

Father in debt, conspires to gun fire and
rob money from his own home; 3 held

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
Three persons including
father of the complainant
have been arrested by
North east distriet police in
conneéction with a case of
firing in Dayal Pur, said
Delhi police on Tuesday.

Astonishingly the com-
plainant’s father was one of
the main conspirators, said
the police said.

The accused have been
identified as Anas(23) who
was a hired shooter, Aamir
Ansari (42) and Aakil alias
Shahid Ansari(38), all are
residents of Delhi.

On the infervening night
of 26-27 August, a firing in-
cident in Gali No. 5, New

Mustafabad was reported
by the compldinant name-
ly Haroon Ansari at Police
Statiom Davalpur. On
reaching the spoft, police
team found, one empty
case of cartridge. The team
intvestigated the spotafter
which Haroor told the po-
lice that at about 11:30 PM,
while he was inside the
house, he heard the sourid
of gunshot, on checking
through CCTV. one person
wearing helmet was seen
with a pistol. He further
added that, in the after-
noon he had a conflict with
Haji Arshad, Mannan
Jivauddin, Sarfaraj & Sah-
maad on repaying the loan
amount he had borrowed

Bajrang Dal leader Monu
Manesar arrested in Haryana

Gurugram

Cow vigilante Monu Mane-
sar, who was booked by Ra-
jasthan Police for the murder
of two Muslim men in Feb-
ruary and is also accused of
inciting communal hatred
in home state Harvana, was
arrested Tuesday, officials
said.

He was handed over to
Rajasthan Police after it ob-
tained a transit remand for
him from a court in
Harvana's Nuh. The arrest
was made by the Nuh police,
reportedly in Gurugram's
Manesar.

A pistol, three live bullets
and a mobile phone were
seized from Manesar, police
said. They are checking if
the pistol is licensed.

Nuh palice said they in-
formed neighbouring states
and districts about the arrest,
following standard proce-
dure. Deeg district in Ra-
jasthan adjoins Nuh.

Manesar. whose official
name is Mohit Yadav, was
accused by some of being a
trigger for the July 21
episode; in which a Vishva
Hindn Parishad procession
was targeted by mobs in Nuh
- leading to the deaths of six
people in that district and
neighbouring Gurugram.

However, the FIR regis-
tered by the Nuh police is re-
lated to a message he posted
on soctal media amid plans
by the VIHP to take out an-
other procession on August
28 to "resume" the disrupt-
ed yatra.

The Nuh police said the
post attempted to create
disharmony between groups
on the basis of religion and
wounded religious senti-
ments, Tt allegedly used ob-
jectionable language.

The local authorities had
denied permission for this
second yatra.

In Rajasthan's Deeg dis-
trict, Manesar was accused of
being part of a conspiracy to

abductand kill two men af-
ter branding them cow
smugglers.

In February, Nasir (25)
and Junaid (35) were al-
legedly abducted from Ra-
jasthan's Bharatpur district.
from an area which is now
part of Deeg after the state
governmerit recently created
more districts.

Their bodies were found in
a burnt car in Loharn in
Haryana's Bhiwani the next
morning,

Rajasthan Police last
month said Manesar's role in
hatehing a conspiracy and
abetting the erime was "an-
der active investigation”.
Haryana Chief Minister

Manohar Lal Khattar had
also told reporters that his
government would provide
any assistanee Rujasthan Po-
lice required to nab Manesar.

Bharatpur Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Rupinder Singh
said a team from Deeg went
to Nuh on Tuesday after
learning about Manesar's ar-
Test.

"He was produced in the
court by the Nuh police and
Rajasthan Police also moved
an application to seek his
custody. The court granted
his custody fo Rajasthan Po-
lice and he is now being tak-
en from Nuh to Deeg," he
said in the evening,

Earlier, Manesar was un-
der the scanner over avideo
that surfaced online before
the Nuh violence,

Asked about the clip days
later, Haryana Home Min-
ister Anil Vij had said, "I
have seen that wvideo,
nowhere is he instigating
people to riot... he is asking
people to join the yatra."
Harvana Police, however,
had suid Manesar's role in
the July 31 would be inves-
tigated.

The Nuh case on the new
social media post is being in-
vestigated by the district's cy-
ber erime unit.

from them. He told the
cops that he suspected
them.

DCP (North East), Dr.
Joy Turkey said that a case
was filed accordingly and
for further investigation a
police team led by Inspec-
tor Atul Tyagi, SHO/Day-
alpur was formed and as-
signed to crack the case.

During investigation, the
dedicated police team dili-
gently scanned and ana-
Iyze CCTV footages of var-
ious cameras installed in
the vicinity. On detailed
scanmning of CCTV footages,
hours before the firing in-
cident, Aamir Ansari,
brother of the com-
plainant’s father was seen

accompanying the sus-
pected persons near the
place of incident, said Dr.
Joy Turkey.

On 08.09.23, Aamir
Ansari was traced and ex-
amined.

"During interrogation he
initially tried to mislead
the police team but later re-
vealed a shocking truth that
his brother Zarif (father of
the complainant in the
case) works as a property
dealer in the area and was
neck deep in debt. Finding
no solutions to repay his
debt, he along with Aamir
and his friend hatched up a
conspiracy of firing at his
own house and name the
money lenders in the FIR.

3 nabbed for Rs 4
lakh broad daylight

robbery in Hauz Khas

New Delhi
Three men were arrested
for allegedly robbing a gas
company manager of more
than Rs 4 lakh in south Del-
hi's Hauz Khas area, police
said on Tuesday.

The accused have been
identified as Paras, 22, a
resident of Jahangirpuri,
and Karan, 23, and Aujun,
22, hoth residents of Man-
golpuri, they said.

Paras was previously
found invelved in six crim-
inal cases; Karan in one,
and Arjun in several cases of
armed rabberies as a juve-
nile, police said.

The incident happened
on September 4 around 2
PM in the posh south Delln
area.

The complainant in his
complaint said he was going
to deposit Rs 4,22.900 he
had collected to a bank on
his motorcycle. When he
was taking a U-turn at Au-
robindo Marg. he was ac-
costed by three unlmown
people on amotoreycle, who
snatched his bag at gun-
point and fled.

During the investigation,
police visited the spot and
analysed the CCTV footage
of the area. It was revealed
that five people were in-

The complainant in his
complaint said he was
going to deposit Rs
4,22,900 he had col-
lected to a bank on his
motorcycle. When he
was taking a U-turn at
Aurobindo Marg, he
was accosted by three
unknown people on a
motorcycle, who
snatched his bag at
gunpoint and fled.
—

volved in the robbery, police
said.

After analysing over 350
CCTV mounted along the
a5-kilometre route, police
concluded their search with
accused entering the Gulabi
Bagh area.

Palice raided the area and
nabbed three people. They
recovered Rs 1.,61,000 of
the looted cash and seized
two motoreycles, a senior
police officer said.

Interrogation revealed
that Paras was wanted man
armed robbery case of Rs
8.80 lakh at Jahangirpuri
Palice Station. Efforts are be-
ing made to arrest his other
accomplices, they added.

Woman shot at as she tries to intervene in fight involving her son

New Dethi

A woman was shot at al-
legedly when she tried to
calm down two men after
thev had a quarrel with her
son in northwest Delhi's
Bhalswa Dairy area; police
said on Tuesday,

Police got information
about the incident on Sunday
around i1.05 pm. They
reached the spot in S§SN
Colony, Bhalswa. The in-
jured - 1dentified as Sushi-

la Devi — was already shift-
ed to BJRM hospital, they

said.
‘Acase under sections 3oy

(attempt to murder), 506
(eriminal intimidation) and
34 (common intertion) of
the IPC and provisions of
the Arms Act was registered
based on the statement of
Sushila's son, a senior police
officér said,

He said on Sunday around
7 pm, he, along with his
friend, was present near a
wine shop in Swaroap Nagar
when a mun, knownto him,
came and started fighting

with his friend.

The complainant tried to
sort out the issue, but the
man started abusing both of
them, police said.

Later, he also called one of
his friends.

Around o pm, the two
came in front of Sushila's
house and started abusing
and threatening her son. AR
ter getting to know that one
ofthem was carrving a pistol,
Sushila and her daughter

tried to calm them down,
police said.

One of them fired at Sushi-
laand fled the seenie. She suf-
fered injurv on her left shoul-
der, following which she was
rushed to BJRM hospital.
Later, she was referred to
LNJP Hospital, police said.

Both accused are known to
the complainant They are on
the run. Efforts are being
dode to nab them at the ear-
liest, police added.

He further revealed that
he had arranged a shooter
who along with his associ-
ates fired on his house on
26.08.23. On the instance
of Aamir, the other two ac-
cused were also arrested,”
said the DCP.

One sophisticated Semi
Automatic Pistol used in
the commission of crime
with one live cartridge was
recovered from the posses-
sion of Anas. On their in-
stance, the scooty used by
the shooter and his associ-
ates in the firing was also
recovered.

Further efforts are on to
trace and arrest the re-
maining accnsed persons in
the case.

Man kills self on
Insta Live, wife
accuses female
friend of torture

Gurugram

A 35-vear-old man here al-
legedly committed suicide,
recording and broadcast-
ing the act through Insta-
gram Live from a hotel
room, police said on Tues-
day.

The wife of the de-
ceased, Vikram, has ac-
cused a woman of black-
mailing him and foreing
her husband to commit
suicide.

According to the com-
plaint filed by Neeru, the
wife, a native of Hisar. on
Monday, her husband
Vikram had gone to a ho-
tel in Sector 38 at the call
of a female friend of his to
celebrate her birthday. "At
the hotel, my husband was
forced to commit suicide
and even record it on In-
stagram Live. She was
constantly blackmailing
Vikram and demanding
money from him,

She had some objec-
tionable videos of both of
them which she threat-
ened to make upload on-
live. "She tortured Viloam
twice and forced him to
kill himself," Neern said in
her complaint; according
to police. The couple lives
with its two children in the
Rajendra Park area, she
said.

Following her com-
plaint, an FIR was regis-
tered against the female
friend under section 306
(abetment to suicide) of
the IPC at Sadar Police
Station on Monday, said
police. "An FIR has been
registered against Anshi, a
native of Himachal
Pradesh, as per the com-
plaint. We are verifying
the facts and action will be
taken as per the law," said
Inspector Subhash Chand,
SHO, Sadar Police Sta-
tion.
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School for High-End 21st Century Skills & Specialisation

¢ Classrooms equipped with modern furniture

e Laboratories for specialised hands-on- learning

e Libraries with rich collections of books

e Comprehensive training encompassing Al,
animation, web design and foreign language skills

e State-of-the-art sports facilities

* Barrier-free environment for children with special needs
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Chief Minister, Delhi
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OPINION

Undercurrents of a strate

From the IMEEC to Mo-
hammed bin Salman’s
state visit, the week of
the G20 Summitin New
Delhi saw the assertion
of West Asian nations
as ‘poles’ of power in a
move towards a multi-
polar order

| TOP STORY, Detx, WenNEDAY 13, SePrEmBER 2023

vital Gulf at the G20

ndia’s hosting of the

Gzo Summit this

month culminated in

the successful release
of a consensus-led ‘Delhi
Declaration.” despite fears
that disagreements over
Ukraine could lead to a
stalemate. With an Indian
wish to carty as many voic-
es from the Global South as
it could, West Asian (Mid-
dle East) representation
was in full force with lead-
ers from the United Arab
Ermrates (UAE), Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt, Turkive, and
Oman in atfendance. Be-
yond the G2o obligations,
Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince, Mohammed bin
Salman (MbS), was alsa on
a state visit. This coincided
with the announcement of
a India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Economic Corridor
(IMEEC) along with the
United States (US) as a ma-
jor stakeholder.

While much attention
was on India’s ability to
salvage the G2o's position
in the global multilateral or-
der—as manyv questioned
its relevance over a lack of
deliverables on tackling
poverty and climate—the
representation from West
Asiaalso showcased a rap-
idly inereasing political and
financial prominence of the
Arab states in the region,
The new economic corridor,
which naturally got touted
as a counter to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI),
acted as a potpourri for the
common economic inter-
ests of the participating
states. However, there is
much more brewing within
the geopolitics and geoeco-
nomics of the Gulf states
than what was presented in
New Dellii.

The Gulf is arguably
where the West versus Chi-
nacompetition is most vis-
ible today: Events over the
past decade, such as the
conflict in Yemen, attack on
Saudi energy facilities by

Houthi militants that are
known to have the backing
of Tehran, and Western ac-
ceptance of the very idea of
a nuclearised Iran, acceler-
ated a shift in strategic
thinking—one that was al-
ready underway. Amidst all
this, the Gulf is increasing-
ly seen as a beacon for glob-
al economics. While its
prowess in hyvdrocarbons
is well known, today, it is
also home to 30 percent of
overdll container trade and
16 percent of all air cargo
passage, with a geography
that houses less than 6 per-
cent of the global popula-
tHon.

The above trends feed
into the Gulf's growing im-
portance, making their
voice and partnership in-
valuable for New Delhi.
Both the announcement of
the IMEEC and visit of MbS
increase the reliance of eco-
nomic security between
these two geographies. The
challenge, however, re-
mains an unstable global
polity and a movement to-
wards a bi-polar world or-
der instead of a multipolar
one that countries like In-
dia, Saudi Arabia, and the

will be a defining one for all,
with the very definition of
globalisation as we have
known being contested.

The arrival of IMEEC

The announcement of the
IMEEC connectivity proj-
ect, currently at a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(Moll) stage, expectedly
grabbed headlines as a
pound-for-pound answer
to China’s BRI initiative.
On paper, the economic
and political might IMEEC
wields is, indeed, impres-
sive as it attempts to bring
together countries that can
or have a track record of
suceessful collaboration.
Perhaps, not surprisingly,
despite being geographi-
cally distant, excitement
from the administration of
US President Joe Biden was
the most palpable. In New
Delhi, where China-led eco-
nomi¢ designs are today
being openly challenged,
this enthusiasm will be wel-
comed.

However, IMEEC will
have two realities to it. A
geopalitical one, and an

UAE seek. This challenge

economic one. Connectivi-
ty projects joining India to
West Asia and beyond
make sense, nonetheless,
suceessful  connectivity
projects in general, around
the world, remain few and
far between. However,
much of the analvsis on
IMEEC since its an-
nouncement also misses
some crucial points, both
on the opportunities and
challenges it faces. First,
wisdom would be to look at
IMEEC as a project that
primarily feeds into the di-
versification of global sup-
ply chains and is not only
about moving trade from
one point to another, This
means that it can use the
political base set up by the
Abraham Accords—which
normalised relations be-
tween the UAE (along with
others like Bahrain) and
Israel—and the 12U2, a pre-
existing economic initia-
tive between India, Israel,
US, and the UAE. This
would round up the IMEEC
more wholesomely as an
untbrella institution truly
building new [actories for
the wider Global South. Its
design should also look into
feeding manufacturing ca-

gically

pacities in places such as
Africa and Latin America.

The challenges for
IMEEC are also palpable.
To begin with, the idea for
the moment is academicat
best. History is littered with
blueprints of connectivity
projects that led nowhere.
An intense political push
would be needed for the
IMEEC to move towards
logical conclusions, con-
sidering the number of
cooks in its kitchen. The
two easy capitals to ma-
noeuvre will be Washing-
ton, D.C. and New Delhi,
both having bipartisan sup-
port on a requirement to
break Beijing's hold on
global manufacturing and,
by association, supply
chains. Others in the Gulf,
such as Riyadh and Abu
Dhabi, come from different
thinking. Both are mem-
bers of China's BRI initia-
tive, and actively seek Chi-
nese investments. The oth-
er factor when it comes to
financing IMEEC is a con-
sensus looking towards the
US as a primary financial
provider. However, the real
wealth today lies in sover-
eign wealth funds in the
Gulf itself, thanks to cash
rich cofférs due to an ener-
gv boom and maintenance
of high il prices by OPEC+,
which includes Russia.
These cash-rich funds look
for good investments, and
projects like the IMEEC,
which can feed into infra-
structure expertise and
technologies of the West,
can make itself available
as a good option,

Finally, a lot of the infra-
structure to kickstart this
mitiative is already in place
It is now up to the policy
mavens and political pow-
ers to offer a consensus-led
initiative to the free market
as one that is atiractive to
global business,

Seabed

As the Ukraine conflict
has shown, critical
seabed infrastructure is
vulnerable to attack;
India and Australia
must make a coordi-
nated effort to protect
these assets in the In-
dian Ocean

eabed warfare is now
Spmliferat'ing in Eu-

rope and has the po-
tential to reach the Indian
Ocean. A newly released
ORF Issue Brief Indian
Ocean Seabed Defence:
Lessons from Europe looks
ab military operations in
Europe that have targeted
seabed cables (data and
power), sensors and ener-
gy transmission and ex-
traction infrastructure, and
how Australia and India
should be preparing for the
seabed warfare threat.

Seabed warfare

The Russia-Ukraine con-
flict and wider Russia-Eu-
rope tensions have, in part,
played out on the seabed.
The sabotage of the Nord
Stream 1 and 2 gas
pipelines in September
sop22 represented a return
to the past, in which seabed
infrastructure were targets
for military operations.
Three explosions were re-
ported on 26 September
2022, which destroyed
three of the four pipelines
running from Russia to
Germany. Nord Stream is
no longer operational, ex-
acerbating Europe’s energy
crisis.

Farlier, in January 2022,
a communications cable
servicing Norway's Sval-
bard Satellite Station was
cut under mysterious cir-
cumstances. France also

warfare, Australia,
India & the Indian Ocean

experienced several in-
stances of vable sabotage in

2022,

Russia is conducting sur-
reptitious and unautho-
rised surveys of critical
seahed  infrastructure
across Europe, potentially
as a prelude to disruption
operations. Russia’s Yantar
intelligence collection ship
was tracked loifering off
the Irish coast in August
2021 in the vicinity of the
future Celtic Norse com-
munications cable (which
will connect Ireland and
Norway), as well as AE-
Connect-1that links Ireland
the United States (US), In
November 2022, a Russian
oceanographic ship was
found loitering near off-
shore wind farms and an
oil field in Denmark and
the United Kingdom (UK).
When approached by jour-
nalists at sea, masked men
appeared on deck with
Russian-style rifles and
bullet-proof vests.

In addition to this pub-
licly-reported Russian ac-
tivity, it should be noted
that all sides are playing of-
fense in this new deep sea
frontier.

eabed infrastructure in
the Indian Qcean

There is no reason to be-
lieve that the seabed war-
fare operations currently
taking place in Europe

won't reach the Indian
Ocean, should regional ten-
sions heighten,

The Indian Ocean is a
conduit for submarine ca-
bles that both connect In-
dian Ocean nations and
send data further afield.
But just as shipping iscon-
centrated at oceanic choke
points suich as the Malacca
Strait and Bab el-Mandeb
Strait $o too are submarine
cables, making them vul-
nerable to attack at these
locatinns.

Subsea pipelines will also
be of increasing impor-
tance in the Indian Ocean,
especially for India. India’s
01l and Natural Gas Cor-
poration already operates
thousands of kilometres of
subsea pipelines off India's
west coast. connecting ma-
jar fields including Mum-
bai High, Neelam and
Heera, Bassein. Iran is cur-
rently considering extend-
ing its subsea natural gas
pipeline from Oman to In-
dia, which would connect
to Porbandar in Gujarat.
Further, a US55 bitlion un-
dersea United Arab Emi-
rates-India gas pipeline
was propesed in May 2023,
which would also connect
to Gujarat.

Australia already has ex-
tensive gas pipelines of its
North West Shelf in the
Indian Ocean, connecting
offshore extraction facilities

to the mainland. Butit will
also become vulnerable to
seabed warfare in new
ways. Australia is priori-
tising establishing offshore
renewable infrastructure,
including offshore wind
and solar farms, wave en-
ergy plants and underses
interconnectors at various
sites around Australia’s
coast, including the Indian
Ocean. Australia may soon
begin exporting solar pow-
er to Singapore via the
world’s longest undersea
high voltage direct current
cable, the Sub Cable Aus-
tralia-Asia PowerLink.

Seabed mining explo-
ration is also being under-
taken in the Indian Ocean,
where polymetallic nod-
ules are in abundance.
Such mining will involve a
wholenew range of players
and seabed activities.

Indian Ocean solutions

It iz clear that Australia
and India share many in-
terests in seabed security in
the Indian Ocean.

This will require public
discussion and debate on
the implications of seabed
warfare and how it should
be integrated into respec-
tive Australian and Indian
defence strategies. These
should include governance
arrangements for seabed
warfare responses. capa-
bility requirements (e.g.,

vessels, unmanned and/or
autonomous underwater
vehicles, sensors, ete.), as
well as articulating how
human resources and part-
nerships in seabed warfare
should be developed.
France recently released
its seabed warfare strategy
in 2022, which may pro-
vide a useful model,

The Indian Ocean com-
prises various littoral and
island nations, many of
which do not possess so-
phisticated navies or coast
guards, and there is no
overarching grouping such
as NATO to coordinate re-
sponses, As littoral Indian
Ocean states with sophis-
ticated navies and coast
guards, Australia and India
should take the lead in co-
ordinating with less capa-
ble regional nations to
monitor seabed infrastruc-
ture and develop plans for
responses to disruptions.
Australia and India can
also assist these nations to
consider seabed defence as
part of regular defence re-
views, Such cooperation
could also include capabil-
ity building in underwater
domain awareness, capac-
ity building programmes
targeting seabed defence
techniques, and adding
seabed incident response
scenarios to join{ regional
military exercises and
drills.
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THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

OBSERVE
YOURSELF

If you obsérve yoursell more
often you will less often be
confused. Observing vourself
is not a spiritual activity, it is
an individual activity. When
you observe yourself vou
will find that people lie when
they say you are unique,
vou will find that people
butter up when they

say you are wonder-

ful, you will find
that people fool
vou when they
call you smart.
When you
observe #
vourself £
¥y ou
will
find
there isnothing

speeial about you, but when
you keep observing your-
self you will find there is
nothing ordinary about vou.
The water is found in the
ground, not on the ground.
The reason we don't observe
ourselves because we find
ourselves too ordinarv to
know or too seary to know.
The people's opinion matter
to you because you don't
have a better opinion for
vourself, the people put any
label on vou because vou
are not sure about your lev-
el, they define vou because
you see yoursell only

through their eves.

OP STORY

People are not that bad as we
know and we are not that
good as we think, people
are not that great as much
you hear and we are not
that weak as much we bear.
Remind yourself what your
strengths are and always

. remember what your
weakness are. Know-

ing your strengths
moves vou fast and
’ : knowing your
e “Veaknesses
=g,  keepsyourat-
_ ftentive. Re-
- verb vour-

" selfwith

L\lhe

THE WISDOM TREE - BY SUVEEN KUMAR

thoughts that bring vou dose
to peace. Peace is the most
suitable environment for life
to grow and for wisdom to
know. Observation is not
examination, it is rather a
preparation for the exami-
nation. Look, observe and
conclude, find pick and in-
clude, match convinee and
exclude.

Moral: Observation will
malke you see things that
vou could never see by
seeing.

Dear Reader, If vou have
any news or you have any
suggestion regarding our
newspaper or you have any
problem with any govern-
ment department, vou may
contact us on 24 hour
helpline no- 0120-4225517,
4241284 for Delhi & Ghazi-
abad (9650481204), for
Noida (981899998g), Ad-
vertisement (0818799941),
Circulation (08586025450)

Readers are recom-
mended to make all nec-
essary enguiries and seek
appropriate advice be-
fore action on any adver-
tisement and content
published in this publica-
tion. The printer, pub-
lisher, editor and seller of
the Top Story do not
vouch for any claims.
The publication is being
sold on the condition and

understanding that in-

FOR
ADVERTISING IN

TOP

STORY
PLEASE

CONTACT:
9818799941

formation given in this
publication is merely for
reference and must not
be taken as having final
authority of or binding in
anyy We do not owe
any responsibility for
damage or loss to any
person, a purchase of this
production is not for the
resut of any action taken
on the basis of this work.
All disputes are subject
fo the exclusive jurisdie-
tion of court and forums
in Delhi/New Delhi only.
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SC declines Centre's request, refers pleas agains

| TOP STORY, Dews, Weonesoar 13 Seerevpen 2023 |

sedition law to bench of "at least"” five judges

New Dethi
he Supreme Court
on Tuesday referred
to a constitution
- bench of at least five
judges abatch of pleas chal-
lenging the constitutional
validity of the TPC provision
on sedition. a month after the
Centre introduced in Par-
liament bills to replace the
colonial-era penal staiutes
IPC, CrPC and the Evidence
Act, proposing among other
things the repeal of the sedi-
tion law.

The apex court declived to
aceept the Centre's fervent
request that reference of the
pefitions to alarger bench be
deferred as Parliament is in
the process of "re-enacting”
the provisions of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and a bill
has been placed before a
standing commitiee.

The court said assuniing
that the bill. which proposes
among other things the re-
peal of the sedition law and
introduction of a new provi-
sion with a wider definition
of the offence, becomes a
law, it cannot be applied
with retrospective effect.

"We are not inclined to
‘accept the request for defer-
ring the consideration of the
constitutional challenge in
these batch of matters for
more than one reason,” said
the bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud.
The bench, also comprising
Justices J B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra observed that

SC refuses to
entertain
Asaram's plea
for suspension
of sentence in
rape case

New Delhi

b

Section 124A (sedition) of
the IPC continues to remain
inthe statute book, and even
if the new bill becomes a
law, there is a presumption
that any new lawin the penal
statute will have prospec-
tive and not retrospective
effect.

"Corsequently, the valid-
ity of the prosecution which
would be launched so long as
Section 124A contimes fo re-
mainin the statute, will have
to be assessed on that hass,"”
it said.

The bench while noting
the request by Attorney Gen-
eral R Venkataramani and
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta to defer referring the
petitions to a larger bench,
said, "There is no way we can
avoid looking at the codsti-
tutionality of (Section) 124A
on the ground of a new
law...." The bench noted the
constitutional validity of Sec-
Hon 1244 was tested by the
apex court on the basis ofa

challenge that it was ultra
vires to Article 19(1)(a) of
the Constitution in the 1962
judgement of Kedar Nath
Singh versus State of Bihar.

Article 19(1)(a) relates to
the right to freedom of
speech and expression.

The 1962 judgement had
upheld the constitutionality
of Section 124A and held it
was in harmony with Article
19(1)(a).

The bench observed it
needs to be noted thatwhen
the five-judge constitution
bench had ruled on the va-
lidity of Section 124Ain 1962,
the challenge to it on the
ground that it violated Arti-
cle 19(1)(a) of the Constitu-
tion was tested only with re-
spectto that Article.

It said at that time there
was no challenge on the
ground that Section 1244 of
the IPC violated Article 14
(equality before law) of the
Constitution.

The top court said the ap-

propriate course of action
for the three-judge bench
would be to direct that the
papers be placed before the
CJI so the pleas could be
heard by a bench of at least
five judges sinee the 1962 de-
cision was by a constitution
bench.

"We accordingly divect the
registry to place the papers
before the CJI so that ap-
propriate decision can be
taken on the administrative
side for the constitution of a
bench of a strength of at
least five judges,” the court
said.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for the pe-
titioners, said the matter
needs to be considered as
pending prosecutions are
going on under Section 1244,
Referring to the 1962 verdict,
the bench observed, "We
have a binding judgement of
a five-judge bench." The C.JT
said as far as pending pros-
ecutions under Section 124A
are conecerned, those will
continue unless the new law
says all prosecutions under
this provision will lapse.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, who also
represented the petitioners'
side, said even if a new law
comes into effect, it can’'t be
applied retrospectively.

The bench said there is
an interim order of the apex
court which stays prosecu-
tion for an offence under
Section 124A butit will have
to decide the constitutional

Rajnath launched 90 BRO infrastructure
projects worth over Rs 2,900 crore

B Nechiphu Tunnel in Arunachal Pradesh, two airfields in
West Bengal, two helipads, 22 roads & 63 bridges among
the projects launched

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

The Supreme Court Tues-
day refused to entertain a
plea by disgraced self-styled
godman Asaram, serving
life term in a rape case, for
suspension of sentence. A
bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and SVN Bhatt
told senior advocate Deva-
datt Kamat, appearing for
Asaram, that the court s not
inclined to entertain the
petition and asked him to
prepare for arguing the ap-
peal before the high court
against the life sentence
awarded to him on April 25,
2018 by the Jodhpur trial
court.

Kamat, while pleading
the preacher's case, sub-
mitted he has been in jailfor
around 10 years and the
high court has erred in not
considering the aspect of his
ill health.

"You should prepare for
a regular appeal which is to
come up for hearing before
the high court." the bench
said, adding it is inclined to
dismiss his appeal filed
against the Rajasthan High
Court orderof July 7, 2022,
Kamat requested the court
to not dismiss the appeal
and said he is willing to
withdraw it.

The bench then allowed
him to withdraw the plea
and said if Asaram's regular
appeal against the convic-
tion and sentence is not
taken up for hearing expe-
ditiously, he will be at liberty
to file 4 fresh application for
suspension of sentence be-
fore the high court.

On.July 7, 2022, the high
court while noting that itis
Asaram’s third attempt to
seek suspension of sen-
tence, had dismissed his
plea saying, ", Jooking to the
nature and gravity of the al-
legations, and considering
the fact that the appeal itself
is1ipe for hearing, we are of
the opinion that the appel-
lant (Asaram) does not de-
serve indulgence of bail.
Hence, the instant applica-
tion for suspension of sen-
tences is rejected as being
devoid of merit.

Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday
dedicated to the nation 90
infrastructure projects of
Border Roads Organisation
(BRO), worth over Rs 2,900
erore, spread aeross 11
States/Union Territories.

The projects were inau-
gurated by the Raksha
Mantri at an event in Jam-
mu on Tuesday September
12,

These include Nechiphu
Tunnel in  Arunachal
Pradesh; two airfields in
West Bengal; two helipads;
29 rpads and 63 bridges, Of
these 90 projects, 36 are in
Arunachal Pradesh; 26 in
Ladakh; 1t in Jammu &
Kashmir; five in Mizoram;
threein Himachal Pradesh;
two each in Sikkim, Ut-
tarakhand & West Bengal
and one each in Nagaland.
Rajasthan and Andaman &
Nicobar Islands.

The BRO has completed
the construction of these
strategically-important
projects in record time:
most of them in a single

working season using state-
of-the-art technology.

In his address, the Rak-
sha Mantri described the
BRO as ‘bro (brother) of
the Arimed Forces, asserling
that, through its infra-
structure projects, BRO is
not ounly securing India’s
borders, but also playing a
key role in the gocio-eco-
nomic development of the
tar-flung areas.

Rajnath Singh eredited
the timely completion of
these projects to the hard
work and dedication of its
personnel as well as the
commitment of the gov-
ernment under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “Together
with BRO, we are ensuring
that the nation is secure
and border areas are de-
veloped. Timely comple-
tion of infrastructure proj-
ects in far-flung areas has
now become the new nor-
mal of New India,” he said.

The project included De-
vak Bridge on Bishnah-
Kaulpur-Phulpur Road.
The state-of-the-art 420.9
meter long Class 70 RCC

Devak hridge is of strategzie
importance as it will en-
hance the operational pre-
paredness of the Armed
Forces and boost socio-eco-
nomic development of the
region

500-metre long Nechi-
phu Tunnel has been con-
structed on Balipara-
Charduar-Tawang Road in
Arunachal Pradesh. This
tunnel, along with the un-
der construction Sela Tun-
nel, will provide all-weath-
er connectivity to the strate-
gic Tawang Region.

The revamped Bagdogra
and Barmackpore Airfields
in West Bengal were also
dedicated to the nation.

With today's inaugura-
tion of 9o projects worth Rs
2,000 crore, a record 295
infrastructure projects of
the BRO, at an overall cost
of approx. Rs 8,000 crore,
have been dedicated to the
nation since 2021 In 2022,
103 projects worth approx.
Rs 2,900 crore were inau-
gurated; while in 2021, 102
projects ata costof over Rs
2200 crore were dedicated
to the nation.

point.

"So long as Kedar Nath
holds thefield, 124Ais valid,"
the bench said, adding the
proposed bench of five
judges have to take a call on
whether the 1962 verdict
warrants reconsideration.

Before the court decided to
refer the petitions to a bench
of five judges, the two top
government law officers
pleaded with it to have the
decision deferred. "We were
to seek time on the ground
that Parliament is seized of
the matter. Now there is a
new bill... it will have to be
discnssed on the floor of the
House," the solicitor gener-
al said, adding the eourtmay
not like to "pre-empt" a dis-
cussion.

"As the Attorney said, Tam
only supplementing him.
Can it not wait? It has wait-
ed (forso long). Earlier gov-
ernments had very good op-
portunity to say what Mr
Sibal right now says that itis
a draconian law. But they
missed that opportunity. Now
the governmentis in the midst
of correcting," Mehta said.

Sibal responded saying,
"What you have proposed is
more draconian. That is the
unfortunate part.” Mehta told
the court the government was
of the view that all parties
should be consulted ontheis-
sue before the bill becomes
law and so ithas been refemred
o the parliamentary standing
committee, Sibal insisted the
court should not waitfor alaw

to be passed by Parliament
and instead deride on Section
124A as it stands today.

"In the colonial regime, it
(Section 124A) was non-cog-
nisable. We made it cognis-
able for the first time in1973,"
the CI1 observed.

On August 11, in a land-
mark move to overhaul colo-
nial-era eriminal laws, the
Centre had introduced in the
Lok Sabha three bills to re-
place the TPC, CrPC and the
Indian Evidence Act, propos-
ing among other things the re-
peal of sedition law and in-
troducing a new provision
with a wider definition of the
offence.

The top court had on May
11 lastyear put on hold the pe-
nal law onsedition tillan "ap-
propriate” government fo-
rum re-examined it and di-
rected the Centre anid states to
not register any fresh FIR in-
voking the provision.

Besides the lodging of FIRS,
ongoing probes, pending tri-
als arid all proceedings under
the sedition law across the
country will also be in
abeyance, the top court had
said.

The law on sedition, which
provides for a mmxdmum jail
term of life nnder section
1244 of the IPC for creating
"disaffection towards the gov-
ermment”, was bronght into
the penal codein 1890, a full
57 years before Independ-
ence and almost 30 years
after the IPC came into be-
mng.

t SC extends Satyendar

Jain's interim bail
till September 25

s M
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday extended tll Sep-
tember 25 the interim bail
of former Delhi minister
Satyendar Jain in a mon-
ey laundering case.

A bench of Justices AS
Bopanna and Bela M
Trivedi granted the relief
to Jain after Additional
Solicitor General SV Raju
made a request for ad-
Jjournment.

Senior advocate Ab-
hishek Singhvi, appearing
for Jain, also agreed to
defer the matter.

The top court then post-
poned the matter to Sep-
tember 25 after extend-
ing the interim bail of the
senior Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader.

It also directed another
accused Ankush Jain to
be released on interim bail
for four weeks on med-
ical grounds noting that

S

his child has to undergo
SUrgery.

The top court had on
May 26 granted interim
bail to Jain for six weeks
tor spinal surgery, saying
a citizen has a right to re-
ceive treatment of his
choice in a private hospi-
tal at his own expense, It
had extended the interim
bail by five weeks on July
24,
The ED had arrested the
AAP leader on May 30 last
vear on the charge of laun-
dering money through
four eompanies allegedly
linked to him.

The anti-money laun-
dering agency had arrest-
ed Jain on the basis of a
CBI FIR registered against
him in 2017 under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act.
He was granted regular
bail by the trial court on
September 6, 2010 in the
case registered by the CBL

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh calls domestic
defencemanufacturers to invest more in R&D for India

B Rajnath was addressing the North Tech Symposium, jointly organised by the Northern Command
of the Indian Army, Society of Indian Defence Manufacturers (SIDM) and lIT, Jammu

Staff Reporter
New Delli

Union Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh has called upon
the domestic defence man-
ufacturers to invest more
in Research & Development
(R&D) for India to keep up
pace with the continuousfy-
evolving world.

He was addressing the
North Tech Symposium,
jointly organised by the
Northern Conimand of the
Indian Army, Society of In-
dian Defence Manufacturers
(SIDM) and IIT, Jammu on
September 12, 2023,

Rajnath Singh was of the
view that although R&Disa
risky venture as it requires
out-of-the-box thinking and
sometimes does not give de-
sired results, it still remains
one of the basic elements for
the development of any
country. Hence, capital in-
vestment in R&D becomes a
necessity, he emphasised.

“India is passing through
a transitional phase. There is
nothing wrong in acquiring
a technology through imita-
tion or transfer, but we can-
not become a developed na-
tion on these grounds alone.
We deed to file our own

patents, for which a lot of in-
vestment in R&D is needed.
Capital investment in R&D
may reduce today's profits,
but it will prove to be bene-
ficial to the industry and
the country in the long
term,” Raksha Mantri said.

Rajnath Singh urged the
industry partners to focus on
creating a culture that en-
courages R&D, based on
skilled human regources.

He suggested linking the
work of institutes such as
OTs, OMs and IISCs with
the defence sector in order
to create an R&D ecosystem
in the field.

He added that efforts
should be made to connect
with the Indian R&D sectar,
the engineers and scientists

Chandrababu Naidu moves two pleas in
High Court -- for bail and quashing of case

Vijvawada

After a local court in Vi-
Jayawada on Tuesday reject-
ed a house custody petition
filed by TDP chief N Chan-
drababu Naidu, his legal
team moved two pleasin the
High Court -- one seeking
quashing of the case and an-
other a bail petition. They are
likely to come up forhearing
on Wednesday.

The former chief minister
was arrested for his alleged
role im a multi-erore Skill
Development Corporation
scam and is currently lodged
at Rajamahendravaram cen-
tral prison dfter the court in
Vijayawada remanded Naidu
in judicial custody for 14
davs on Sundav.

On Monday, a team of
lawyers headed by genior

counsel Siddharth Luthra
representing Naidit had filed
a petition to grant house cus-
tody to the former CM, citing
threat perception.

Naidu has been a Z-plus
category security protectee
for several vears already,
with a team of NSG com-
mandos guarding him al-
ways. The court did not per-
mit house mrest citing secu-

it
rity, Naidu's lawyer Jayakar
Matta said.

Aceording to Matta, the
court felt that Z-plus securi-
ty will not be provided under
house arrest, so it is safer for
Naidi to stay in jail than at
home under house custody.

Further, the court said it
could have given house cus-
tody ifit was possible to sue-
cessfully provide Z-plus se-

curity to Naidi. The court
said jail is better for security
reasans.

The court had no objection
to according house custady,
provided Z-plus security was
also being extended inside
Naidu's residence.

Meanwhile, the 73-year-
old former chief minister's
wife Nara Bhuvaneswari vis-
ited Naiduin prison on Toes-
day and noted that she fears
for Naidu's sectirity in con-
finement.

"1 am apprehensive of his
security. I have not seen any
facilities. He had to bathe
with cold water," she said,
saying her husbhand's arrest
has put their family into
“tough times".

However, the CID's Jegal
team argued in the court

thatadhering to orders, sev-
eral steps were taken such as
creating a separate and ex-
clusive ward, special securi-
ty cover, round-the-clock
monitoring, video surveil-
lance, medical team on
standby and others.

CID Jawyers stressed that
Naidu's ward has been sep-
arated from the main prison
block to ensure a sanitised
area, especially considering
the special security require-
ments of the detainee.

They also said that addi-
tional precautions were tak-
en in accordance with the
need for a special security
cover for Naidu -- who was
the longest serving Andhra
CM -- including deploying
armed guards outside the
special ward.

who work in top universities,
companies, space agencies &
scientific research organi-
sations abroad and wish to
be a part of India's growth
storv.

He also recommended
hiring of top managers, legal
experts and financial ex-
perts from within the coun-
try and abroad to create a
culture conducive of RED.

The Raksha Mantri un-
derlined that fact that to
obtain the services of top tal-
ents, there is a need to cre-
ate a good work culture &
positive envirornment add
adopt new HR standards.

The Raksha Mantri also
exhorted SIDM to create an
independent body, com-
prising scientists and ex-

perts from the industry,
which will work with trans-
parency and evaluate the
produets made by the com-
panies.

The North Tech svmpo-
sium is an event conducted
annually and this year it
was organised at 11T, Jam-
mu.

The event witnessed an
enthusjastic participation of
around 200 Industry part-
ners and provided an op-
portunity for knowledge dif-
fusion among various stake-
holders to create awareness
of contemporary technolo-
gies and hardware solutions
available with the manufac-
turers under ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat”.

Union Minister of State
{Independent Charge) Sci-
ence & Technology and Min-
ister of State in Prime Min-
ister’s Office Dr Jitendra
Singl, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defence R&D and
Chairman DRDO Dr Samir
V Kamat, General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Northern Command Lt Gen
Upendra Dwivedi and SIDM
President SP Shukla were
among those present on the
occasion.

Saying we will not discuss
'one nation one election’ is
undemocratic: VP Dhankhar

Jaipur

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Tuesday said
there can be agreement or
disagreement on the 'one
nation one election' propos-
al but it should be discussed
in the country.

The Centre has formed a
committee under the chair-
manship of former presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind to
explore the feasibility of 'one
nation one election’. Many
opposition leaders have
slaimmed the government's
move, alleging it would pose
a threat to the federal struc-
ture of the country.

"You can agree or dis-
agree with the issue of 'one
nation one election’, but say-
ing that we will not discuss
is undemoeratic," the vice
president said at a pro-

gramme organised by
Bharatpur Bar Association in
Bharatpur.

Dhankhar, who is the Ra-
jva Sabha chairman, ex-
pressed concern over dis-
ruptions in parliament and
state assemblies and said
that these forums should be
used for discussion and dia-
logue.
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New industrial city to come up in

Bundelkhand on the lines of Noida

Shahzad Akhtar
Lucknow

n a landmark move,

the Uttar Pradesh Cab-

inet, chaired by Chief

Minister Yogi
Adityanath, gave its nod to
the establishment of a new
industrial city in Bundelk-
hand on Tuesday, drawing
inspiration from the suc-
cesstul model of Noida.

The decision not only
paves the way for the infe-
gration of Bundelkhand’s
districts into the broader de-
velopment framework but
also promises to generate
an abundance of employ-
ment opportunities through
infrastructural enhance-
ments.

It is noteworthy that in
Uttar Pradesh, earlier in
1976, the decision to estab-
lish the industrial city Noida
was taken, and now, after47
vears, the decision hasbeen
taken to establish a new eity.

Following the Cabinet
meeting at Lok Bhawan, Fi-
nance and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Suresh Khan-
na provided a comprehen-
sive overview of the approved
proposals.

He informed, “In the
meeting, under the Chief
Minister Industrial Area Ix-
pansion and New Industrial
Area Promotion Scheme, the

=

=

proposal to developa new in-
dustrial township on the
lines of Noida by the Bun-
delkhand Indusirial Devel-
opment Authority (BIDA)
in.Jhanst has been approved.
In the first phase of the proj-
ect, an industrial city will be
established by acquiring 35
thousand acres of land from
33 revenue villages in Jhan-
si. The price of this land is Rs
6312 crore.”

Suresh Khanna stated that
forthe establishment of the
Bundelkhand Industrial De-
velopment Authority, a pro-
vision of 5.000 ¢rores was
made by the government in
the financial vear 2022-23,
and this vear (2023-24), a
provision of 5,000 erores in
the form of a loan has heen
made under the Chief Min-
ster Industrial Avea Txpan-
sion-and New Industrial Area

Provided 36,097 govt
jobs to youth in first 18
months: Punjab CM

Chandigarh
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann on Tuesday said
the AAP government has
given 36,097 jobs to the
youth of Punjab in the first
18 months of'its tenure.

Mann said merit and
ransparency are the twin
pillars based on which jobs
have been given to the youth
across the state.

He was speaking at a
function where he handed
over recruitment letters to
249 youths for various posts,
including 191 in Local Gov-
ernment Department, 25in
Animal Husbandry, 24 in
Cooperation and nine in
Technical Education.

On youths moving abroad
in search of jobs, the chief
minister said the trend start-
ed in the state due to the
poor performance of the
previous governments.

He said these leaders nev-
er bothered to give jobs to
the vouth of the state and
due to this, voungsters pre-
ferred to migrate to foreign
lands.

However, the AAP gov-
ernment reversed the brain

drain and created numerous
job opportunities for the
vouth, he added.

Aformer finance minister
kept saying repeatedly for
nine years that the state cof-
fers were empty, Mann said
without naming anvone.

"When a finance minister
says that the coffers are emp-
tv, then it demoralises the
youth who feel they will not
get opportunities.” he said.

"Did I ever sayfor the past
18 months that the coffers
are empty? Yes, there are
leakages that we have
plugged. We never say that
coffers are empty," said
Mann. He said the newly
recruited youths should en-
sure maximum welfare of
the public so that every sec-
tion of society is benefited.

The chief minister further
said the state government
will launch 'Schools of Em-
inence’ on Wednesday.

The first such schoal set
up in the state will be dedi-
cated to people. These state-
of-the-art schoals will act
as a catalyst in providing
quality edueation to the stu-
dents, he said.

Promotion Scheme. Of the
land that will be acquired,
8,000 acres belong to the vil-
lage society.

The finance minister em-
phasized that thisis a signif-
icant step of the Yogi gov-
enunent. This historic deci-
sion will give accelerate the
multidimensional develop-
ment of Bundelkhand. The
area around Jhansi will be
developed on a large scale.
Through this, there is a plan
to develop an industrial city
on 4 total of 14,000 hectares
of land.

This industrial city is pro-
posed on the Jhansi-Gwalior
route, which will also be con-
nected to major cities in the
coumntry through the National
Highway. Besides, it will be
well connected to other cities
in the state through the Bun-
delkhand Expressway, pass-

ing through the Jalaun dis-
trict from National Highway
27,

He said that the Bundelk-
hand Industrial Develop-
ment Authority will boast of
all the necessary facilities
required for industrial es-
tablishments, including
townships. Its formation will
lead to the overall develop-
ment of the area and the
generation of employvment
on a large seale.

The general public will get
employmert opportunities
while the region will be de-
veloped benefitiing the res-
idents directly. This step will
also make a huge contribu-
tion to the development of
the state. The government's
resolve to become a one tril-
lion economy will be
achieved through this,

Meanwhile, the Yogi Cab-
inet has also approved the
proposal to implement the
Aspirationa] City Scheme in
the 100 most backward ur-
ban bodies with a population
of 20,000 to 1 lakh. Under
this, projects will be imple-
mented through conversion
by getting support from the
government schemes cur-
remily rmnning in these urban
bodies as well as other insti-
tutions including the Central
and State Government, MP,
and MLA funds.

The scheme will invaolve
the selection of 100 aspira-
tional urban bodies from
among the 762 urban bodies
by NITI Aayog, based on a
set of 16 parameters. This
scheme will remain in force
nntil March 31, 2026, butits
monitoring will continue un-
til March 31, 2028, through
the dashboard. This scheme
will help prevent migration
by making ideal use of re-
sotrces and inereasing op-
portunities for economic de-
velopment.

The Cabinet has also ap-
proved a proposal for the
operation of AC electric bus-
es in Saharanpur, Ayodhyva,
and Firozabad. It has been
decided to form a new SPV
under the chairmanship of
the Commissioner of the
concerded division under
the Companies Act 2013 for
the operation, management,
and maintenance of electric
buses in these cities.

SPV will have the rightto
decide the routes for running
buses in cities. Apart from
determining the fare on the
routes, passengers will also
have theright to discuss the
facilities provided to them.
H's worth noting that the
state currently operates a
total of 740 AC electric bus-
es through 13 SPVs in 14
cities.

Priyanka, Sukhu share agony
of the disaster victims in Deori

B My family being Himachali, will raise the voice at the Centre

Rajan Punchhi
MANDI

AICC leader Priyanka Gand-
hi ‘and HP Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on
Tuesday took stock of the
damage caused by the dis-
aster in Deori village of
Drang assembly constituen-
cy in Mandi district. During
this, the MP and State Con-
gress President Pratibha
Singh, State Congress in-
charge Rajeev Shukla and
former ministers Kaul Singh
Thakur and Prakash Chaud-
hary remained with him.

They met thevictims there
and shared their grief and
pain and gave them courage
and assured them of all pos-
sible help.

They also inspected the
damage caused to the build-
ing of Senior Secondary
School Deori.

Privanka Gandhi said that
she has come to Himachal
considering it as her duty as
a family member to share the
pain and suffering of her
relatives and effart is that the

I I -
problems faced by the people
dueto the disaster should be
solved goon.

Mis. Gandhi said that we
will all overcome this disas-
ter by working together, unit-
ed, helping each other, mov-
ing forward holding hands.
He expressed happiness over
the fact that while coming
here, some women met him
on the way and told that
they have been helping inthe
road restoration work by
volunteering for the last 10
days. Mrs. Gandhi said that
this spirit of uniting and fac-
ing the disaster is the great
strength of the people here.
She said that the people of
Himachal are her family and
she will raise the voice of the
state before the Central Gov-
ernment and try to solve the
problems of the people.

He demanded the Cen-
tral Government to declare
Himachal as a national dis-
aster state. He said that in-
stead of doing politics over
the huge loss caused in Hi-
machal, the Central Gov-

Priyanka urges centre to declare HP's calamity as National Disaster

Loveleen/ Sushil
Kullu/ Shimla
Indian National Congress
General Secretary, Priyanka
Gandhi along with Chief
Minister, Thakur Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhuon Tuesday
visited the calamity hit areas
of the Kullu district and in-
teracted with the disaster
affected people. Both the
leaders visited Sangam
Bridge on the confluence of
River Parvati and Beas at
Bhuntar and at Potato
ground at Manali, the areas
badly devastated by the fury
of floods triggered by tor-

rential rains.

The people narrated their
woes with the INC General
Secretary and lauded the
efforts of the State Govern-
ment in providing Hmely

relief to the affected, be-
sides the personal efforts of
the Chief Minister and his
cabinet colleagues. who
monitored the relief and
rescue operations on the
spot day and might,
Privanka Gandhi, while
interacting with the media at
Manali, lauded the efforts of
the people of the State who
had come forward in this
hour of distress by volun-
tarily contributing towards
the Aapda Rahat Kosh to
help the affected popula-
tion. She said that the peo-
ple of Himachal have set an
example for the Nation by
uniting and coming to the
forefront to help the affect-
ed families. Shealso lauded
the efforts of the Chief Min-
ister and his Cabinet eol-

leagues who were on the
spot for more than three
days monitoring the relief
and rescue operations.

She said that though the
State Government was do-
ing far bevond from its lim-
ited respurces to provide
succour to the affected fam-
ilies, however, without the
assistance of the Union Gov-
ernment it was rather diffi-
cult to bring normaley and
renovation waorks besides
providing aid to the people.

She said that during such
difficult times, the Central
Govermment should not dis-
crimingate between the States
on party lines. It becomes
the duty of the Union Gov-
ernment to provide aid in
such circumstances, ana-
lyzing the impact of the dis-

aster, She wiid that the Cen-
ter should declare such a
massive catastrophe as a
'National Disaster’ and
should immediately come
forward for the help of the
affected.

Even the farmersand hor-
ticulturalists of the State
have suffered enormous
losses and the Centre should
pay heed towards their
plight as well. Some big in-
dustrial houses, dealing in
fruit marketing, have re-
duced the price of the apple
crop thereby causing losses
to the horticulturalists. The
centre has also reduced the
import duty on the Wash-
ington apple, which will also
directly affect the horticul-
turalists of the State, thereby
causing losses to them.

ernment should help Hi-
machal generously so that re-
lief can be provided to as
many affected people as pos-
sible.

He said that during this
disaster, the Chief Minister of
Himachal and his cabinet
members worked day and
night among the people. un-
derstood their pain and suf-
fering and provided them
all possible help.

Sukhu said that the Hi-

Cabinet nod to Uttarakhand
Service sector policy

Top Story News
Dehradun

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment on Tuesday ap-
proved the formulation of
a policy offering land and
subsidies to investars to
give a push to sectors such
as healthcare, traditional
miedicine, education, films
and media in the state.

The state cabinet in its
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami approved the
promulgation of Uttarak-
hand Service Sector Poli-
ey-2023 offering land and
capital subsidy to in-
vestors. Chief Secretary
SS Sandhu said the prom-
ulgation of the policy will
give a boost o the service
sectors such as health-
care, wellness, traditional
niedicine, education, film,
media,. sports and skill
education favilities like
never before and its econ-
omy (barring tourism) will
grow by USD 27 billion by
2030.

After the promulgation
of the policy, the service
sector will make a contri-
bution of at least 40 per
cent to the state GDP, he
said. With this policy Ut-
tarakhand will atiract in-
vestments worth Rs
60,000 crore in the serv-
ice sector by 2030.

The state has set a tar-
get of getting investments
worth Rs 45000 crore be-
fore 2027, Sandhu said.
20 lakh people will get
employment in the service
sector and the skills of 10
lakh workers will be de-
veloped. Land and capital
subsidy will be given un-

The state cabinet in
its meeting chaired
by Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh
Dhami approved the
promulgation of Ut-
tarakhand Service
Sector Policy-2023
offering land and
capital subsidy to
investors.

der the poliev to investors
who invest in the service
sector, he said.

The cabinet also decid-
ed to set up an Auli De-
velopment Authority to
prepare a plan for devel-
oping the picturesque
town in Chamoli district
as a major skiing destina-
tion and implementing it
Sandhu said.

1t also decided to take
consultancy services from
INI Design Studio Pyt Ltd
for preparing the concep-
tual design, detailed de-
sign DPR ete of special
type of statues and art-
works to be installed in
Kedarnath and Badrinath.
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EASTERN RAILWAY
Open e-Tender Notice for E-Tander No.
EL-MLDT-E-Tender-262, dated 11,09.
2023. Cpen e-tender |5 \nvited by Sr
Divisionial Eteotrical Enginesr(G), Eastern
Railwety, Malda Town Office Building, P.O.
Jhajhalia, Dist Malda, Pi-732102 (WIB:)
fram NinmslAgenciss/Contractons of repule
having experisnced and firiancal salvency
fiar Ahe fallowing works : Tander No, : EL-
MLDT-e-Tander-262. Name of Work :
Elecirical wotk In ciw "mprovement of road,
development of garden with park, tree
plisntation work &t Malda Town Raltway
Colony" Tender Value : 7 70,87.002.85.
Earnest Money : ¥ 1,41.800/-. Cost of
tender document : Nil. Date & time for
submission of etender: From 16.09.2023
10 13.00 hrs. of 30.08.2023. Website
particulars & Notice Board : Wabsite
www.lreps.gov.in Notce board | S DEE
(), Eastam Railway, Malda Town's office
Ternderers ane requested b go throlgh the
detailed Tander Notica & documant on the
website www.lreps.gov. in No manua!
offer wiil be agcepled in any croumstances
(MLE-B7/2023-24)
Tender Notice is also avallable ot websites -

wigw arindianrailways.govin | ww.ireps.goun

Follow us at : [g @EasternRailway
Kl @easternrailwayheadquarter

\TLse

NORTHERN RAILWAY
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Ao,
A e

Name of work
and its location

30-Elect-26-T-2023-24-E3 ELECTRICAL WORK IN
CONNEGTION WITH INSTALLATION OF
RENEWABLE PLANTS OVER DELHI DIVISION
WITH CAMC OF 03 YEARS,

Approx cost of the works in | Rs 23187 Lacs
Address of the office Sr. Divil Elect. Engineer/General, New Dalhi
Bid Security Rs. 265900.00

Date & time of submission of tender | 05102023, 12.00 Hrs,

Opening of tender

05,10.2023, 12.00 Hrs,

Wabsite & Notice board

www.ireps.gov.in & Sr. Divl. Elect
Engineer/Genaral, New Delhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 2818123

Public Notice

Office of Competent Authority Land Acquisition-cum
District Revenue Officer Faridabad.

Sub:- Notice for land ownersiinterested persons for announcement of award in village Baraul, Tehsil
Fandabad, village Sihi & Chandawali Tehsil Ballabgarh. District Faridabad.

Sch:- For Building (Widening/Four laning) etc. mainlainance, management and operalion
af NH 148 NA on the streteh of land from K.M, 13.000 0 43.700 District of Faridabad in the State of Harvana.
Pursuant upon publication issued ufs 3AS.0. 5214 (E) dated 9th November 2022 and ufs 3D of NH Act, 1956
Gazelte Notification S.O. 550 (E) dated 3rd Februyary 2023 (village Baraul| Teh. Faridabad, village Sihi
& Chandawall Teh. Ballatgarh) all land ownersfinterested persons are hereby informed that the award will be
pronounced in the office of District Revenue Officer, Mini Secretarial, Sector-12 Faridabad on 15-08-2023
at 11:30 A.M. If any land owners Interested persons have any objection/Claim régarding location/area of land,
then they can raise their objectionsiclaims . After completing departmental process, the work of disbursemant
of compensation amountof land will performed.
This notice has been issuid ufs 3G of N Hact, 1956 for the Information of all cancamed directly ar indirectly.

Competent Authority Land Acquisition-cum-
District Revenue Officer, Faridabad

Reshamamcin

Shriram Finance Limited

Head Office: Level-3, Wockhardt Towers, East Wing C-2 Block. Bandra Kuria Complex. Bandra (East), Mumbal 400 051,
Tel: 022 4241 D400, 022 4060 3100 ; Website: http//www.shriramfinance.n Registered OfL.: St Tawers, Plot No.14A,
South Fhase Industnal Estate, Guindy, Chennai 600 032. Branch Off: L1 & L2 Above SBi Bank. Gurudwars Road,

Green Park Extension, New Defhi - 110016

[SEE PROVISION TO RULE 8 (5) & 9 (1)] N it L L L L

NOTE: It is informed that “SHRIRAM CITY UNION FINANCE LIMITED" has been amalgamated with “SHRIRAM TRANSPORT FINANCE LIMITED" as per
order of NCLT, Chennal. Subsequently the name af “SHRIRAM TRANSPORT FINANCE LIMITED™ was changed as "SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED" with
effect from 30.11.2022 vide Certilicate of Incarporation pursuant o change of name dated 30-11-2022.

E-Auction Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assels and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 read with provision lo Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002,
Notice Is hereby given to public in general and In particular to the Borrower/s and Guarantor/'s that the below desciibed immovable properties mortgaged/
charged to the Shriam Finance Limited. The physical possession of which have bean taken by the Authorized Officer of Shriram Finance Limited (Earller known as
“Shriram Gity Unlon Finance Limited) will be sold on "As Is where is', “"As is what Is”, and "Whatever there is” basis in e-auction on 30-09-2023 belween 11
AM fo 1 PM for recovery of the balance dug to the Shiiram Firance Limited from the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s, as mentioned [n the @ble, Details of the
Borrowar/s and Guarantar/s. amount due. short descrption of the immavable property and encumbrances known thareon. possession type. reserve price and
garnest money deposit and increment 2re also given as

Name ol Borrowers/ Dale & Amount [ pciotion o Raserve Price EamestMoney [ Date & [ Contact Persan
Co-Borrawers/ mskz;_ Properly (Rs:) & Deposit Details | Time of|  and Inspection
origagers Demand Notice Bid Increment (EMD) Details. | Auclion data
1)M/S ASHOKA METAL WORK | 2nd August 2022 Entire Lower As, 1.76,95,000/~ | EMD amount to be| 30lh Ved Prakash
& CO. (Borrower) Rs. 1,886, Ground Fioor, (Hupees Ong Crore | deposited by way of | Sept. Mishra
Rep by its Proprietor, Khasra | 67,315/ (Rupees |  without roof Sevsnly FiveLakhs | RTGS/ NEFT 1o the| 2023 409
No. 86/3/2/4, Industrial Area, | One Crore Eighty | rights of property | Ninety Five Thousand | &ccount details 9910144252
Street No. 7, Mundka, New Six Lakhs Sixty | bearing No. 9, anly) mgnfioned hirein below | Time:
:'EE‘:'; :ilﬁ‘:u:nar - Seven Thousand |  measuring in favour o tiar| 00 | g g Jyothi
mar Gupta Three Hundred | 279,55 8q.Yds. | Bid Increment: | Fpance Limited em. 1o
(Co-Borrower/Guarantar) Fifteen Only) as | Road No.32, | Rs.25.000/- (Rupees 01.00 | 819874702021
Rep by Legal Heirs, 0n29.07.2022 | Punjabi Bagh | Fifty Thousand Only) | SANK NAME- AXIS| M.
{a) M. Rachil Gupta and (East) New Delhi | and in such multiples BANKLUIMITED Mr. Hardeep
(b) Mrs. Sushma Gupta Which is bounded BRANCH- DR Sabharwal
All resident of Rs. 62.70,401/- as: | RADHAKRISHNAN +01
9, Ground Floor, 32, East (Rupeas Sixty 'ﬁmﬁﬂmpr’““ SALAI, MYLAPORE, 9654965496
~Punjabi Bagh, Two Lakhs East: Road i 1'?'5§ 5.0;3’ CHENNAI
New Defhi -110041, Thj::::‘:m West: (Funses Seventoen | BANK ACCOUNT NO- Property
3) Mrs. Sushma Gupta Service Lane Lakhs Fifty Nine Current Account No Inspection Date:
(Co-Borrower/Guarantor) HunbA Orio North: Thousand Five | 0060102006744 27th September
8. Ground Fiaor, 32, East sy oy | PatNo.1t il KO 2023
—Punjabi Bagh, New Deihi - o South: Plot No. UTIBO00000G Time 11.00 a.m.
1100.“' Loan Account No. ' LagL. Mhae b Date of Possession & T 8400 gm.
4) Mr. Rachit Gupta RSSDLTF1807060 Submission of EMD: | Possession Type
{Co-Borrower/Guarantor) o4 29th Seplember, 2023 | 2451 Margh, 2023
9, Ground Flaor, 32, East RSSDLTE1807300 Time 10.00 a.m. to Physizal Pogsession
—~Punjabi Bagh, 001 05.00 p.m | Encuntbrances known
New Dethi 110041 Nol Known

Pace - DELHI
Date - 13-09-2023

STATUTARY 15 DAYS NOTICE UNDER RULE 8 (1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002
The horrower/morigagors/guarantars are hereby notified to pay the sum as mentioned above along with up to dated inferest and ancitiary expenses before
the date of e-auction i.e. 30-09-2023 , failing which the property will be auctioned/sofd and balance dues, if any, will be recovered with interest and cosl.

The Authorised Officer reserves the right lo reject any or all bids without furnishing any further reasons, The online auction will be conducted on wehsile
(hitps://www.disposalhub.com) of our auction agency NEXXEN SOLUTION PVT. LTD. and for the place of Tender Submission/ for obiaining the bid form /
Tender ppen & Auction, please visit the website htips://www.disposalhub.com and for detailed lerms and conditions of the sale please refer to the link
hitp://www.shriramfinance.in/auction provided in the Shriram Finance Limied wehsite.,
Note - Borrowers are requested to kindly remove their movable assels on 11/09/2023 from the property which is in Shriram Finance Lid Possession

S/~ Authorised Offier
Shriram Finanee Limited
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Libyan city buries 700 people killed in
devastating floods as 10k reported missing npolitical system s ‘rotten’

Cairo
ibya's eastern city of
Derna has buried
700 people killed in
devastating floading
and 10,000 were reported
missing as rescuer teams
struggled to retrieve many
more bodies from the horrific
deluge, officials said Tuesday.

Mediterranean storm
Daniel on Sunday night
caused havoe and flash flood-
ing in many towns in eastern
Libya but the worst destruc-
tion was in Dema, where
heavy rainfall and floods
broke dams and washed
-away entire neighbourhoods,
authorities said.

“The situation is cata-
strophic;," said Othman Ab-
duljaleel, the health minister
in Libya's eastern govern-
ment. “The bodies are still ly-
ing on the ground in many
parts (of the city). Hospitals

are filled with bodies, And
there are areas we have yet to
reach.” Authorities estimat-
ed earlier that as many as
2,000 people may have per-
ished in Derna alone. The
Ambulance and Emergency
Authority, which coordinates
search and rescue efforts,
said about 2,300 people died
in Derna but did not clarify

Israeli SC hears first challenge
to Netanyahu's contentious
judicial overhaul

Jerusalam

Israel's Supreme Court on
Tuesday opened the first
case to look at the legality of
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's contentious ju-
dicial overhaul deepening a
showdown with the far-
right government that has
bitterly divided the nation
and put the country on the
brink of a constitutional
crisis.

In a sign of the case's sig-
nificance, all 15 of Israel's
Supreme Court justices are
hearing appeals to the law
together for the first time in
Israel's history. A regular
panel is made up of three

justices, though they some-
times sit on expanded pan-
els. The proceedings were
also being live-streamed.

The law, which the Is-
raeli parliament passed in
July, cancels the court's
ability to strike down gov-
ernment decisions it deems
to be unreasonable. It is
the first piece of the wider
plan by Netanyahu's gov-
ernment to weaken the
Supreme Court and give
more power to the govern-
ing coalition.

The protesters have come
largely from the country's
secilar middle class, Lead-
ing high-tech business fig-

ures have threat-

what that figure was based
on

Tamer Ramadan, Libya
envoy for the International
Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies, said
10,000 people were missing
after the unprecedented
flooding. Speaking to re-
porters at a UN briefing in
Geneva via videoconference

from Tunisia. he said the
death toll was “huge” and
expected to reach into the
thousands in the coming
davs,

Referring to Friday's dev-
astating earthquake in Mo-
roceo, on the other side of
North Africa. Ramadan said
the situation in Libya was “as
devastating as the situation in
Moroceo”.

Ossama Hamad, prime
minister of the government
in eastern Libya, said that
many of the missing were be-
lieved to have been carried
away after two upstream
duams burst. He said the dev-
astation in Demna is far be-
yond the capabilities of his
country.

After more than a decade
of chaos, Libya remains di-
vided between two rival ad-
ministrations: one in the gast
and one in the west, each

backed by different militias
and foreign governments.
The conflict has left the oil
rich North African country
with crumbling and inade-
quate infrastructure,

Derna was declared a dis-
aster zone and more bodies
were still under the rubble in
the city's neighbourhoods,
or washed away to the sea,
according to Abduljaleel, the
health minister.

Residents posted videos
online showing major dev-
astation. Entire residential
blocks were erased along
Wadi Derna, a river that runs
down from the mountains
throughthe eity centre. Mul-
ti-story apartment buildings
that once stood well back
from the river were partially
callapsed into mud.,

Abduljaleel said the city
was inaccessible and bodies
were scattered all over, ac-

cording to Libya's state-run
news agency. “The situation
was more significant and
worse than we expected../An
international intervention is
needed,” he was quoted as
saying.

Emergency responders, in-
cluding troops, government
workers, volunteers and res-
idents were digging through
rubble to recover the dead.
They also used inflatable
boats to retrieve badies from
the water, Fxcavators and
other equipment have yet to
arrive in Dermia,

Many residents described
scenes of chaos when floods
hit the centre. They heard
loud explosians at night and
realised that dams outside
the city collapsed. sending a
wall of water that “erased
everything in its way,” said
Ahmed Abdalla, a Dema res-
ident,

2 Indo-Canadian Sikhs sentenced for
role in murder of man over drug debt

London

Two 24-vear-old Indo-Cana-
dian Sikhs have been sen-
tenced for their roles in the
2019 targeted killing of a
man in British Columbia over
a drug debt, according to a
media report.

Andrew Baldwin, 30, was
stabbed to death on Novem-
ber 11, 2o1g, while he
watched a movie with a
friend in a basement apart-
ment.

Jagpal Singh Hothi, now
24, was charged with first-de-
gree murder but pleaded
guilty to the lesser charge of
manslaughter and was sen-
tenced to three years in
prison, with about 3 1/2
months' credit for pretrial

time served, Justice Martha
M. Devim wrote in the British
Columbia Supreme Court
judgments, the Vancouver
Sun reported on Monday.
Jasman Singh Basran, also
24, who tried to get rid of ev-
idence, was charged with be-

ing an accessory after the
fact but pleaded guilty to the
lesser charge of obstruction
of justice. He was sentenced
to 18 months to be served as
a conditional sentence,
meaning under curfewin his
own home, the report added.

Earlier this summer, De-
vlin sentenced a third man,
Jordan Bottomley, who was
found to have stabbed Pald-
win six times, once fatallv in
the heart, in a bloody attack
that was over in less than go
seconds.

He also pleaded guilty to
manslaughter after being
charged with first-degree
munder, His sentence of eight
vears was reduced to three
vears and 38 days after sub-

tracting the pre-trial custody
credit.

A fourth person, Munroop
Hayer, who was not present
at the killing, has been
charged with first-degree
nurder and has yet to face
trial.

Devlin wrote in the three
separate judgments how Bot-
tomley, Hothi and Baldwin
worked for a fourth man in
the local drug trade. Hothi
was asked by that fourth
man to pick up Bottomley
and drive himto collect on a
drug debt that Baldwin owed.

Hothi called his friend,
Basran, who had a truck, to
dothe driving, without telling
Basran where they were go-
ing.

Putin says prosecution of
Trump shows US

Vladivostok
Russian President Vladimir
Putin asserted Tuesday that
the criminal cases against
former US President Don-
ald Trump are political re-
venge that show the funda-
mental corruption of the
United States.

*As for the prosecution of
Trimp, for us what is hap-
pening in foday's condi-
tions, in my opinion, is good
because it shows the rot-
tenness of the American
political system, which can-
not pretend to teach others
democracy,” Putin said at
an Eastern Economic Fo-
rum gathering in Russia's
Pacifie Coast ity of Viadi-
vostok.

“Liverything that is hap-
pening with Trump is the
persecution of a political
rival for political reasons.
That's what it is. And thisis
being done in front of the
public of the United States
and the whole world,” he
said.

Opinion polls indicate
that Trump is by far the
strongest contender to be-
come the Republican Party’s
candidate in the 2024 pres-
idential election. During his
four years in the White
House, Trump repeatedly
touted having good rela-
tions with Putin, while crit-
ics alleged he was submis-

sive to the Russian leader.

Trump has claimed he
could resolve the conflict
in Ukraine in a matter of
days, if he regains the pres-
idency. He has not provid-
ed details of his potential
approach.

“We hear that Mr. Trump
says that he will solve press-
ing problems in a few days,
including the Ukrainian cri-
sis, Well, this cannot but
bring happiness. This is
good,” Putin said.

However, the Russian
leader said his country’s
poor relations with the
United States were unlike-
ly to change significantly
regardless of who becomes
president.

“What to expect from the
future, no matter who the
presidenit is, it’s hard for us
ta say, but it's unlikely that
anvthing will change radi-
cally,” Putin said.

He ¢laimed the Biden ad-
ministration hasinstilled a
strong bias against Russia
and “it will be very difficult
for them to somehow turn
this whole ship” in the oth-
er direction.

Russia also is due to have
a presidential election in
2024. Putin hedged Tues-
day when asked if he would
seek another term after be-
ingin power, as president or
prime minister, since 2000.

B U S I N E S S ened to relocate.

Apple TV+is
now available on
Tata Play Binge

Chandigarh
Starting today, your OTT
enterfainment gels a major
upgrade with Apple TV+
coming to Tata Play Binge.
Tata Play Binge subscribers
will get access to Apple
TV+'s award-winning arig-
inal series and films, in ad-
dition to 26+ other apps
that are alreadv a part of the
aggregated platform.

Commenting on the pari-
nership, Tata Play's Chief
Commercial and Content
Officer, Pallavi Puri said,
“This eollaboration with Ap-
ple TV+ is a testament to our
commitrment to bring to our
viewers the very bestof con-
tent in the world. Apple TV+
features premium, high-
quality series and films that
are available across devices
for all kinds of viewers."

Volvo showcases
its Born-Electric
Car C40 Recharge
in Chandigarh

Chandigarh

Volvo Car India showcased
its born Electric Car-C4q0
Recharge in Chandigarh at
Krichna Volvo Chandigarh.
Volvo Car’s core offerings of
safety and heany form anin-
tegral part of C40 Recharge.

The much-awaited C40
Recharge is available at an
introductory ex-showroom
price of INR 61.25,000.
Bookings for the C4o0
Recharge are exclusively on-
line and can be done on the
Volvo Car India Website.

This is the second EV
from Volvo in India and will
be assembled at the Com-
pany’s plant at Hosakote in
Bengaluru, Karnataka andit
comes with an 11 kW charg-
er. “Our discerning cus-
tomers have been keenly
waiting for the Cgo
Recharge and it is indeed a
pleasure to introduce this
car to them today.

Hair Raiserz Luxe
Salon launched in
Sector-40C, Chandigarh

——
HAIRRAISERZ

L

Chandigarh

In this age of social media,
looks are very important. To
enhance the look, a new sa-
lon outlet accessible to
everyone — Hair Raiserz
Luxe Salon, was launched
today at SCO 77, Sector
40C, Chandigarh. The salon
was inaugurated by Hindi-
Punjabi songwriter and mu-
sie composer, Jaani (Ra-
jeev Kumar).

Hair Raiserz Luxe Salon
is the brainchild of Mr Mu-
nish Bajaj. Owing to his de-
termination, hard work and
excellent entrepreneurial
skills, this venture came
into existence in 2004 with
its first exquisite salon,
knownas Hair Raiserz Luxe
Salon. However, Tress
Lounge was launched a year
before. Both the salon
chains are owned by Mr
Bajaj. Tress Lounge is a
luxury salon, while Hair
Raiserz Luxe is a budget
salon with a luxurious am-
biance,

Mr. Munish Bajaj,
Founder, Hair Raiserz Luxe
& Tress Launge said, "Both
the salons are pioneers in
the personal care segment
and have changed the face

T1 '
Chandigarh

The Punjab and Hunachal
chapters of Business Net-
work International (BNI)
celebrated its Members Day
in Amritsar. Ace political
strategist and DesignBoxed
co~founder Naresh Arora
was invited as Guest of Ho-
nour and Key Note speaker
at the event,

Delivering his key-note
address, Arora emphasized
on the value of time and dis-
cipline in life, Arora also
shared his life-story and the

of the North Indian hair-
dressing industry. We use
Kerastase, Loreal and Ma-
trix products and offer skin,
beauty, hair, makeup, and
nail art services, just to
name a few: We have a well-
trained staff of 700 people
across all the salons.

Currently, Mr Bajaj runs
more than 40 salon outlets
in North India which are
generating employment as
well. His hair care academy
ensures placement for the
trainees, Even, financial as-
sistance is provided to the
trainees if anv of them
wants to open a private sa-
lon. He said that his plan is
to open more salons pan In-
dia.

the Currency to

success-tale of his company
DesignBoxed. He said, “The
concept of time has taken on
new dimensions in this coni-
petitive world as time is no
longer just a chronological
marker but also a valuable
currency that can be invest-
edwisely to vield remarkable
returns. Concept of time be-
ing money has never been
more relevant than today,
Just as we spend money ju-
diciously to buy comforts
and Juxuries in life, we must
invest our time carefully to

Nitin Gadkari bats for 10 pc
additional GST on diesel cars

New Delhi

oad Transport and
Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari on
uesday spoke of
the need to levy an addition-
al 10 per cent tax on diesel-
run vehicles to help cut emis-
sions, but later clarified that
there was no proposal under
government consideration

to impose such a tax.

Speaking at the annual
convention of automobile
manufacturers body SIAM,
Gadkari said rising pollution
level is a serious health con-
cern and there 15 a case for in-
creasing taxes to dissuade
sale of diesel vehicles.

"I am requesting the Fi-
nance Minister to impose an
additional 10 per cent G§T on
diesel engines/vehicles. This
is the only way to phase out
diesel vehicles,” he said. in-
dicating a meeting was
scheduled with the Finanee
Mimster for handing over a
letter he had drafted on the
issue,

But soon after he took to X,
formerly known as Twitter, lo
clarify the government's po-
sition.

reap substantial rewards.
Unlike money, however, Hime

"It is essential to clarify
that there is no such propos-
al currently under active con-
sideration by the govern-
ment," he saidin apost on X,
referring to media reports
quoting him as suggesting an
additional 10 per cent GSTon
diesel vehicles.

He emphasised that there
was aneed toembrace clean-
er fuels to cut emissions.

"In line with our commit-
ments to achieve Carbon Net
Zero by 2070 and to reduce
air pollution levels caused
bv hazardous fuelslike diesel,

as well as therapid growth in
automobile sales, it is im-
perative to actively embrace
cleaner and greener alterna-
tive fuels. These fuels should
be import substitutes, cost-ef-
fective, indigenous, and pol-
lution-free,” he said on X.

At the Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) convention, he had
warned that the government
wotlld increase taxes so much
that it would become difficult
to sell diese] vehicles.

Most of the conmercial
vehicles in the country cur-

rently run on diesel.

In the passenger vehicle
segment, various carmakers
including Maruti Suzuki In-
dia and Honda have already
stopped manufacturing
diesel cars.

Gadkari said the contri-
bution of diesel cars has al-
ready come down drastical-
ly in the country and the
manufacturers need to stop
selling them in the market.

The minister also high-
lighted that India is utilising
a major portion of fossil fuels
in the transport sector which
is posing a big economic as
well as pollution challenge,

He snggested alternatives
such asbiofuels, ethanol and
greenhydrogen inaddition to
electrie vehicles.

At the SIAM annual con-
vention, the mimster said
the country is making good
roads across the country,
which is leading to the
growth of the automaobile in-
dustry.

"The auto industryis grow-
ing at 15-18 per cent and it is
also leading to enhanced us-
age of fossil fuels. If this goes
on like this, you (companies)

will be happy, but pollution
will make the people of this
country sad. So quickly leave
petrol, diesel, Please focus on
alternatives, this is my re-
quest to you," Gadkari said.

He further said, "T will re-
quest the finance minister
for 10 per cent pollution tax
as additional GST on all such
engines utilising diesel. from
generator sets tovehicle en-
gines." Seeking cooperation
{from the auto industry, Gad-
kari said, "1 think youwill not

foree me to push this pro-

posal... this is the appropriate
time, it is not rockel science,
this is alreadv everywhere in
the world... so T will request
vou all to take suo moto ini-
tiative and cooperate with
us in moving away from
diesel/petrol, this is my hum-
blerequest.” Terming diesel
as a hazardous fuel, he noted
that the country has to im-
port the fitel to meet the de-
mand.

"Sav goodbve to diesel..,
Please stop making them,
otherwise, we will just in-
crease the tax so much that it
would become difficult to
sell diesel cars” Gadkari said.

be spent wisely: Naresh Arora

is & not a renewable asset.
Once spent, it cannot be re-
gained. This scarcity makes
it crucial to allocate time
thoughtfully to activities that
align with our goals, values,
and aspirations.”

A short film about journey
of Naresh Arora and De-
signBoxed was also shown
on the big sereen which left
the audience awestruck as
people were glued to seats
while watching the inspiring
journey of the eminent po-
litical strategist.

Arora in his speech also
emphasized that true worth
of time becomes evident
when it is combined with
discipline, perseverance, and
consistency, He asserted that
these virtues are not only
essential for personal growth
but also for achieving pro-
fessional suceess.

Citing his own example,
Arora said that discipline
and perseverance turned De-
signBoxed from a 20 people
enterprise Lo a 1000 peaple
company.

He asserted that athletes
provide a compelling exam-
ple of the power of consis-
tency. A dedicated athlete
follows a rigorous training
routine day in and day out,
gradually building strength,
endurance, and skill. This
consistency ultimately leads
to improved performance
and, in some cases, record-
breaking achievements.

Meanwhile BNI is
amongst the biggest collab-
oration of the Business Net-
working Individuals with

more than 56,000 members
country-wide working across
business spheres. Prominent
personalities including De-
signBoxed Co-Founder and
Director Gunjeet Kaur, Amit
Dilawari attended the event
organized by senior BNI
leadership including
Akhilesh Hora, Anant
Chawla, Sachin Mehra, Vri-
ti Seth Dua and CEO for
Member's Day Event, Amit
Sharma. All of them also
shared their experience with
the audience.
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“ with our batting' -

‘We are concerned

Shakib Hasan

Wellalage, Asalanka run through
star-studded India on turning track

Colombo.

ri Lankan duo of Dunmith

Wellalage and part-timer

Charith Asalanka spun a web

around the Indian batters on a
turning track. restricting them to a sub-
par213 in their Asia Cup Super 4 match
hereon Tuesday.

Left-arm spinner Wellalage (5/40), all
of 20, and offie Asalanla (4/18) knifed
through the star-studded line-up after
India opted to bat.

But before spinners exploited the
generous turn and grip on the Pre-
madasa pitch, India started theirinnings
in a blazing fashion.

Rohit Sharma, who made 53 off 48
balls, added 8o runs for the opening
wicket with Shubman Gill (19), and
that remained the brightest phase of In-
dian innings,

Watching Rohit and Gill adding those
runs in just 12 overs rekindled the
memories of India's blitz against Pak-
istan on Monday, when they posted a
massive 350 for two.

During his innings, the Indian captain
also went past a significant personal
milestone, becoming the sixth Indian
batsmen to score 10000 runs in ODIs.

The landmark came in a befitting
fashion too, as Rohit lified pacer Kasun
Rajita over his head for a majestic st

Other Indian batsmen to reach the

] "l
Rohit Sharma
sixth Indian to
amass 10,000
ODI runs

Colombo

India captain Rohit Sharma on Tues-
day became the sixth batter from
his country and 15th overall to com-
plete 10,000 ODI runs. Rohit
achieved the feat during India’s Asia
Cup Super 4 contest against Sri Lan-
ka here. The India skipper hit a six off
Sri Lanka's Kasun Rajitha to complete
the milestone in the seventh over of
the innings, a day after Virat Kohli be-
came the quickest ever batier to cross
13.000-run landmark in a record
267 ODT innings. In fact, Rohit com-
pleted his 10,000 runsin 241 innings,
which is second fastest ever after
Kohli did so in 205 innings.

The other Indians in the 10,000-
run club are Sachin Tendulkar
(18,426 runs). Virat Kohli (13,026).
Sourav Ganguly (11,363), Rahul
Dravid (10.889) and MS Dhoni
(10,773).

As the only player in the history to
have hit three double centuries in 50-
overs cricket, Rohit also holds the
record of moest runs in an innings —
or the highest individual score —
264 against 8n Lanka at Eden Gar-
dens in November 2014. Rohit
recorded his first ODI double ton
against Australia in November 2013
when he scored 209, Four vears lat-
er, he smashed another double ton
against Sri Lanka — 208 not out at
Mohali in December 2017. With 30
centuries so far, Rohit is at joint-third
with former Australia captain Ricky
Ponting for hitting most ODI hun-
dreds. He is also third in the list of
batters with mest sixes in the format.

mark are: Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav
Ganguly, Rahul Dravid, Virat Kohli
and MS Dhoni. Indeed. a magnificent
company to be in! However, the intro-
duction of Wellalage changed the whole
complexion of the game as the spinner
halted Indian batsmen’s charge.

Gill was the first to go. The opener
plaved a forward defence without en-
tirely covering the line and once the ball
beat his bat, Gill's fate was sealed.

Wellalage, a former under-19 captain
of his country, then went on to show why
he has been spoken so highly in Lankan
cricketing cireles.

He bowled a straight, quick delivery
and Rohit could not bring his bat down
on time, as the ball rearranged his tim-

But Wellalage wasn't finished vet.
He added the wickets of Virat Kohli(3),

KL Rahul (39). who added 63 runs

Babar Azam bags third ICC Men's
Player of the Month award

Karachi
Pakistan skipper Babar Azam claimed
the ICC Men's Plaver of the Month
award for the third time, bagging the
award for Augnst2023. Babarwho cur-
rently sits comfortably at the summit of
the ODT rankings continued to im-
press with bat in the month of Angust.

His richness of form was reflected in
his performances as he struck two
fifties and a century. In Pakistan's ODI
series against Afghanmistan, Babar struck
two fifties in the final two matches. He
brought up a 118-run stand with Imam-
ul-Hagq in the second ODI that laid the
foundation for a thrilling last-over fi-
nale: Babar contributed 53 mns with
the bat and was backed by Imam (91
runs) and the lower order.

Babar didn't stop there, he replicat-
ed his performance in the 3rd ODI with
his exquisite knock of 60. His sublime
batting skills were on display in the Asia
Cup opener against Nepal. Babar's
latock of 151 made him the first captain
in the Asia Cup to score 150 or more
than that. "lam delighted to be named
ICC Player of the Month for August
2023. The past month has been ex-
traordinary formy teamand 1 have put
some terrific performances. With the
Asia Cup coming to Pakistan after
such a long time, it was great to play in
front of the passionate and cricket-lov-
ing crowds of Multan and Lahore,
That I scored my second ODI score of
150-plus in front of my own people in
Multan doubled the joy," Babarsaid as

<@

quoted from 1CC.

"Tam looking forward to making the
most of the form as we head into an ex-
citing phase of cricket with the backend
of the Asia Cup nearing and the ICC
Men's Cricket World Cup around the
corner. My team and Lare eager to bring
joy and happiness to the millions of
Pakistan fans," Babar added. The ver-
satile Pakistan skipper will be back in
action in the Asia Cup Super Four
against Sri Lanka on Thursday.

with Ishan Kishan (93) for the fourth
wicket, and Hardik Pandya (5) tohis kit-
ty for his maiden five-wicket haul in OD]
cricket,

None of the following batsmen also
could effectively negate the uneven
bounce and turn on the pitch, as Asalan-
ka wreaked havoc.

His delivery to dismiss Ravindr
Jadeja would carry alot of repeat value.

The ball reared from the length,
turned and bounced viciously to take an
edge of Jadeja's bat before nestling in
stumper Kusal Mendis' gloves.

Now, the Indian spin troika of
Kuldeep Yadav, Axar Patel and Jadeja
will have to replicate the performance of
therr Lankan counterparts.

For India, a win against Lanka will as-
sure thema place in the final with four
points,

Adefeat will not harm India, but they
will need a victory against Bangladesh
on Friday.

Their current NRR of +4.56. which
will dip a bitif theylose this match, too
might ¢come handy in the event of an
equation tussle with Pakistan and Sri

I India will have to split points on
Tuesday after a washout, then they will
enter the final with three points, await-
ing either Lanka or Pakistan in the
summit clash.

Chahal bags 3/63 County
Championship debut for Kent

Kent

India leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
has made an impressive start to his
County Championship stint with
Kent, claiming three wickets against
Nottinghamshire in a Division One
fixture here on Tuesday. Snubbed
by the national selectors for the on-
going Asia Cup and the upcoming
Waorld Cup, the 33-year-old returmed
59-10-63-3. Chahal dismissed Not-
tinghamshire batters Matthew Mont-
gomery, Lyndon James and Calvin
Harrison to help his side bowl out
their opponents for 265 as Kent took
a first innings lead of 181 on the
penultimate day of the four-day con-
test.

For his first wicket, Chahal cleaned
up James with a superb leg break de-
livery which knocked down the bat-
ter's off-stump. Earlier this season,
Kent had signed up India pacer Ar-
shdeep Singh who played five match-
es and tool 13 wickets.

Chahal has been a regular member
of the Indian T20 side but has not
played ODI ericket since January
this year. His last assignment with the
Indian team was in their five-match
Tzol series against the West Indies.
The leg-spinner signed up with Kent
for three County matches, at home
agamst Nottinghamshire and Lan-
cashire and for an away fixture against
Somerset.

[ was initially nervous, says KL
Rahul on his comeback match

Colombo

Returning to action after a long injury
layoff, India wicketkeeper batter KL
Rahul says he was a bundle of nerves
and it took him some time to setile
down before going for his shots against
a quality Pakistan attack in the Asia Cup
in Colombo.

Theg1-year-old, who had suffered a
debilitating thigh injury during the
IPL which later necessitated a surgery.
smashed an unconquered 106-ball 111
to play a vital role in India's massive
208-run win over Pakistan on Monday.

"Obvicusly, this is my first interna-
tional match afier a long time. I played
a couple of practice games, but we all
know the intensity is not the same. So
when Twalked in, T had that initial nerv-
ousness,” Rahultold Star Sports after
his sixth ODI hundred.

"It took me 10-15 balls to just calm
myself down and get my feet moving,
get my mind thinking of the right
things. Then. when 1 hit one or two
boundaries, all those things, the foggi-
ness in your clarity, went away, and it
became like before." Rain mtermp-
tions made things further ditficult as
Rabul and Virat Kohli (122 not out) had
to restart the India innings. which was
suspended on Sunday because of vdin,
at 147 for two in 241 overs,

"I was looking at the ball, looking at
the situation, and you see what yvou have
to do. But just when I got my rhythm,

Meerut Mavericks win by 42 runs to register

sixth victory, against Noida Super Kings

Noida

Meerut Mavericks handed Noida Super
Kings a rare 42-run defeat to complete
their sixth victory of the ongoing
UPT20 at the Green Park Stadium in
Kuanpur. Batiing first, the Meeru Mav-
ericks set Noida Super Kings a chal-
lenging total of 176/10, orchestrated by
marvellous knocks from Rinku Singh
(53) and Madhav Kaushik (50). With
the ball, a team effort from Meerut's
howling department including wickels
from Yash Garg (3/21), Vishal Chaud-
hary (2/23), Yogendra Dovla (2/25)
and Yuvraj Yadav (2/26). While both
teams have now secured a berth in the
semi-finals, the result means Meerut
Mavericks are tied on points with Noi-
da Super Kings at 13 peints in nine
games.

Asked 1o set a target by the Noida Su-
per Kings, the Meerut Mavericks had
a tepid powerplay. With the inform
Swastik Chikara rested, Meerut were
quick to lose both openers as Shoaib
Siddigui (2) and Parth Jain (17) were
sent back by a crafty Satvam Chauhan,
Rinku Singh (53) and Madhay Kaushik
(50) proceeded to illuminate the in-
nings with a boundary-laden pariner-
ship of @8 runs. Rinku Singh reached

his first half-century of the tournament

in just 31 balls comprising four fours
and four sixes before he fell to Shiven
Malhotra, leaving Meerut at 125/3 in
12.4 overs. Coming in at number five,
Rajeev Chaturvedi (3) didn't have
much of an impact. secalped by R
Dwivedi to bring Yash Garg to the
crease. Just as Madhav Kaushik com-
pleted his 35-ball half-ceniury, he was
brilliantly caught and bowled by
Prashant Veer in the 18th over. Fiow-
ever, Yash Garg ignited a fiery contri-
bution of 25 runs in 13 deliveries in the

death overs, supported by Divyansh Ra-
iput(10) to place the Meerut Mavericks
at 176/ 6 in 20 overs. In response, the
Noida Super Kings accumulated 48
runs for the loss of an aggressive Man-
ish Solanki (21) to Yovraj Yadav and
Saubhagya (10) to Yash Garg by the end
of six overs. While Noida fell behind the
required run rate, stand-in captain,
Samarth Singh (45) looked intent on
taking the Noida Super Kings home, he
put on a 33-mm partnership with Manu
Kashyap (5) scoring 28 runs before
Manu Kashvap was dismmssed by Yu-
vraj Yadav as well. Following this, the
dangerous Aditya Sharma (1) depart-
ed for just one run to Yogendra Doyla,
leaving them at 75/4 in 10.1 overs, Noi-
da's prospects further dwindled as the
14th over from Vishal Chaudhary saw
the demise of Prashait Veer (13) and
the run-out of Osho Mohan (2). The
verynextover proved fatal as Samarth
Singh perished to become Doyla's sec-
ond scalp of the night With three
wickets in hand Noida faced aninsur-
mountable challenge ahead of them,
falling mevitably shortat134/10in17.5
overs. Tarun Pawadia's unbeaten knock
of 22 runs in 12 balls proved to be sole-
Iy consolatory.

it started raining...and I had to wait for
a whole day." Rahul said.

"Today we came back and had to wait
for the innings to start. So I had to
restart the innings again. So, again, the

first 10-15 balls were sort of nervy,

and after that, once you startto hita few
balls in the middle, you farget about
those things, and then you start thinle-
ing about where you can score runs and
what Fhave to do." Rahul, who under-
went rehabilitation at the National
Cricket Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru
to get fit for the Asia Cup butnmissed the

first two group matches due to a niggle,

forged a 233-run stand with Kohli for
the unconguered third wicket to pow-

er India to 356-2.

Talking about his parinership with
Kohli, Rahul said: "He has hit 13,000
tuns, T can’t say anything about that
man; heis just phenomenal. Words are
short to describe what a great ericketer
he is, and T've always felt comfortable
playing with him in the middle.

"Initially, he gave me some time; I
had said that T need some time to get
those quick singles because Ineed to feel
comfortable and confident in my body,
and he understood that. After that, it
was just a flow.

India will face Sri Lanka in another
Asia Cup Super Fours match on Tues-
day.

South Africa’s Marizanne Kapp,
Nadine de Klerk reach career-
best ranking in women'’s ODIs

Johanseburg

South Africa plavers Marizanne Kapp
and Nadine de Klerk attained career-
best positions in the ICC Women's
ODI Plaver Rankings after helping
their team clinch a 2-0 lead over Pak-
istan in a three-match ODI series in
Karachi. Star all-rovmder Kapp moved
up to 11th pesition among batters while
De Klerkis up to 38th among bowlers
in the weeldy women's rankings update
that is carried out on Tuesdays.

Kapp, who was named ‘player of
the match’ tfor her 100 off 105 balls in
the first match and followed it with 29
not out in the second, has moved up
three slots. De Klerk’s three for 23 n the
first match and a ‘plaver of the match’
effort of four for 23 in the second lift-
ed her 10 slots, Former captain Sune
Luus (up four places to 24th in the bat-
ting list), Lara Goodall (up five places
to 37th in the batting list) and Masaba-
ta Klaas (re-entered at 28th in the
bowling list) are other South Africa
plavers to gain while Aliya Riaz (up
three places to 3oth in the batting list)
and Sadia Igbal (up six places to 63rd
in bowling) are the Pakistan plavers to
gain in the latest update that also takes

into consideration performances in
the first match of the TWC series be-
tween England and Sri Lanka.
England opener Emma Lamb has
gained seven positions to reach 42nd
position among batters and Sarah
Glenn is up eight places to 64th after
finishing with three wickets in the
match at Chester-le-Street that their
team won by seven wickets. Lefe-arm

seamer Mahika Gaur has entered the

rankmgs in 1418t poesition after being
named ‘plaver of the match’ for her haul
of three for 26 while other debutant
Lauren Filertakes 143rd position, also
fmishing with a three-wicket haul.
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He never wanted to break giss
rules": Paul Pogba's rep-
resentative on provisional
suspension

Kuruniyan ACL tear sparks row, Mohun Bagan

'refuse’ to releas

Kolkata

ohun Bagan Super Giant

are "furious” with the way

Ashique Kuruniyan's in-

jury was handled by the In-
dian physio during their King's Cup
muteh against Iraq and have decided not
to release their players for the upcom-
ing Asian Games.

The reigning Indian Super League
champions, who are slated to begm
their AFC Cup group stage campaignon
September 19, have two players -- Lis-
ton Colaco and Ashish Rai -- in the 24-
member squad for the Hangzhou show-
piece whose footbull matches will begin
on September 19.

"The 26-vear-old India midfelder sus-
tained an injury around the hour mark
and had to be replaced by Rahim Ali in
their King's Cup semifmal match against
Iraq on September 7.

An MRI on Kuruniyan revealed an
ACL (Anterior Cruciate Ligament) tear
and Mohun Bagan will form a medical
board to address the issue, 1 Mohun
Bagan official said on Tuesday.

"For five days, they neglected his in-
jury and didn't even conduct an MRI.

=

a Team India physio," he asserted.

"If they had performed an MRI, we
could have started physiotherapy earli-
er and minimised the extent of the in-
jury." "In light of this episode, there is
absolutely no consideration of releasing
our players for the Asian Games,” he
said.

FIH withdraws hockey
Olympic Qualifiers from
Pakistan: PHF source

Karachi

In a significant blow for Pakistan
hockey, the world body (FIH) has
taken away the hosting rights of the
Olympic Qualifying tournament from
the country because of infighting be-
tween the national federation and
the nation's Sports Board. The
Olympic Qualification tournament is
scheduled to be held in January next
vear. The International Hockey Fed-
eration’s decision came as a result of
the angoing tussle between the Pak-
istan Hockey Federation (PHF) and
the state-owned Pakistan Sports
Board (PSB).

"The FIH while taking away our
hosting rights made it clear it was con-
vinced that the sports board and gov-
ernment were not willing to cooper-
ate with the PHF in the successful
hosting of the event,” a PHF source
said.

The FIH's decision came as a big jolt
to Pakistan hockey which had got
the rights to host an international
event after over a decade, The PHF
had already announced that the
Olympic Qualifier would be held in La-

hore in January.

But recent attempts by the PSB to
interfere in PHF affairs in a bid to
plant its own people in the federation
has led to the chaos. Several
Olympians encowraged by the gov-
ernment's ministty of inter provineial
coordination and PSB have been try-
ing to stage a coup in the PHF and get
a vote of no confidence passed against
the sitting president, Brigadier (reid)
Khalid Sajjad Khokar and secretary
Haider Hussain.

The Olympians include Asif Ba-
jwa, Shahibaz Ahmed and Rara Mu-
jahid, who served as secretaries in re-
cent times, two of them under Khokar.

This is not something we'd expect from

e players

y

Ifit's a long-term injury then Mohun
Bagan may also seek compensation. the
team official further said.

The All India Football Federation
(AIFF) had earlier urged the 10 Indian
Super League franchises torelease play-
ers selected for the upcoming Asian
Games keeping the "national interest in
mind'.

for Asian Games

"We all have the responsibility to-
wards the country to make India proud...
As Indians we are obliged to make sac-
rifices for the country and, in this
process, yoi have to take a decision by
releasing the plavers considering the Na-
tional interest in mind," ATFF secretary
general Shaji Prabhakaran had written
to the clubs whose players figure in the
so-member Indian squad.

The Igor Stimac-¢oached sidewill be-
gin its campaign against hosts China on
September 19, followed by malches
against Bangladesh (September 21) and
Myanmar (September 24),

The dates are clashing with Mohun
Bagan's AFC Cup and Indian Super
League fixtures. Two-time Inter-zonal
semifinalists Mohun Bagan begin their
AFC Cup group campaign against
Odisha FC in Bhubaneswar on Sep-
tember 19 and they are slated to leave a
day before.

In the ISL, which starts on Septem-
ber 21, the reigning champions have
their first three matches on September
23 (Punjab FC), September 27 (Ben-
galum FC) and October 7 (Chennaiyin
FC).

Indian team has balance going
into Morocco tie: Rohit Rajpal

Lucknow
The Indian team has a right mix of ex-
perience and youth, going into the
World Group I Davis Cup tie against
Moroceo, non-plaving captain Rohit
Rajpal said on Tuesday. The tie will be
the last for 43-year-old Bopanna, who
finished runner-up in the US Open
men's doubles along with Australian
partner Mathew Ebden.

Bopanna will pair up with Yuld
Bhambri, who now plays only the dou-
bles format.

The Indian squad features Sumit
Nagal, Sasi Mukund and Digvijay Prat-
ap Singh.

"Rohan Bopanna will join the team
on Wednesday. His presence brings in-
valuable experience to the squad. We
have a well-balanced team that com-
bines experience and youth, and we are
confident in our team's ability to per-
form at its best,” Rajpal said.

All Tndia Tennis Association (AITA)
President Anil Jan said Bopanna will
be given a memorable send-off in his
farewell tie.

Bopanna had made his debut in
2002 and has competed in 32 ties.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath was handed the first ticket

AIFF hoping clubs would release any 22
players from list of 50 for Asian Games

New Delhi

The All India Football Federation
(AIFF) is hoping that the ISL clubs
would release any 22 plavers from the
registered 50 for the upcoming Asian
Games, allowing the senior men's team
to participate in the continental
showpiece.

Most of the clubs had shown
unwillingness to release the 22 players
named in the Indian squad that was
released by the sports ministry, as the
Asian Games' football competition
schedule clashes with the ISL, which
starts on September 21.

The federation has also notruled out
the possibility of star players Sunil
Chhetri, Sandesh Jhingan and Gurpreet
Singh Sandhu travelling to Hlangzhou,
China with the team for the quadrennial
extravaganza. While the Games are
scheduled from September 23 to
October 8, the football event will kick
off on September 19 and continue till
October 7. "ATFFis putting every effort
to conivince the clubs to cooperate to
send the strongestnational team to the
Games," a top official of the federation
told PTI on Tuesday. A federation
source added, "AIFF is still negotiating
but there is no clarity yet. Chhetri,
Jhingan and Gurpreet are still not
ruled out. It's up to the clubs to release

Davis Cup: Bopanna will join squad on
Wednesday, says India captain Rajpal

New Delli

India's Davis Cup captain Rohit Rajpal
said that the tennis stalwart Rohan
Bopanna, who recently finished rnmner-
up in the US Open men's doubles, will
be joining the Indian squad on
‘Wednesday. The team is preparing to
take on Moroceo m the World Group 1T
play-offs fixture schedule to take place
at the Vijayant Khand Mmi Stadium in
Gomti Nagar, Lucknow on Saturday
and Sunday.

The 43-vear-old Bopanna, who is
clirrently ranked seventh in the doubles
world rankings, etched his name in
history last week by becoming the
oldest player to compete in a Grand
Slam doubles final at the US Open. This
achievement underscores Bopanna's
enduring commitment to tennis. All
India Tennis Association (AITA)
President Anil Jain expressed his
adniiration for the tennis veteran and
said: "The Davis Cup is a prestigious
tournament and has witnessed many
legendary moments. This tie in
Lucknow is a momentous occasion for
all of us. On behalf of AITA and all
tennis enthusiasts in the country, we
congratulate Rohan Bopanna and we all
are eagerlv waiting to witness him
serving one last fime for India at the
Davis Cup. Weapplaud his dedication
and the way he played at the US Final
and honoured the spirit of the game.”

Besides Bopanna, the six-member
Indian Davis Cup squad also features a
formidable line-up that includes
countrv's top-ranked singles plaver
Sumit Nagal along with Sasikumar
Mukund, Digvijay Pratap Singh, Yuki
Bhambri and Ramkumar Ramanathan.

"Rohan Bopanna will join the team's
traming on Wednesday, He has been
part of the Indian Davis Cup since
2002 and his presence brings invaluable
experience to the squad. We have a well-
balanced team that combines
experience and youth, and we are
confident in our team's ability to
perform at its best," Rajpal, the non-
playing captain of the Indian Davis Cup
teamn and also the Executive Committee
Member of Indian Olympic Association,
commented as he offered insight into
the squad's preparation.

Rajpal along with other ATTA officials
also met the Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh Yogi Adityanath and honoured
him with the first teket of the He,
inviting him to witness the exciting
action live. The draw ceremony will be
conducted on Friday. "We are grateful
to the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Uttar

Pradesh Shri Yogi Aditvanath Ji who
has consented to conduct the draw
ceremony himself at his official
residence on Friday. It's going to be an
action-packed weekend for Indian
tennis enthusiasts and especially fans
here in Lucknow to witness Indian
stars live in action. This central loction
will attract tennis lovers from all over
Uttar Pradesh. We thank the
government for their support in hosting
this Davis Cup tie, celebrating the game
of tennis and alsp putiing up a
memaorable send-off for Rohan
Bopanna,” said Anil Dhupar, AITA
Secretary General.

The Davis Cup, the oldest and the
most premier mternational men's tennis
team competition in the world with a
rich history of more than 120 vears,
witnesses the participation of more
than 135 countries.

players they wish to. Any 22 from the
long list of 50 will do." Bengaluru FC,
FC Goa and Mohun Bagan Super Giants
are amongclubs who are notwilling to
release their players for the Games.

The Indian Super Leagne schednle
was announced earlier this month
amid doubts over the release of a few
India players by clubs for the Asian
Games.

The league clashes with the Asian
Games where the football competition
begins on September 19 and continues
till October 7.

The 22-member Indian men's squad

for the Asian Games has players from
10 1ISL clubs and some of them are
reluctant to release their players.

Outt of the 22 players named in the
squad, six are from Bengaluru FC,
three from Mumbai City FC, while FC
Goa, Mohun Bagan, Fast Bengal,
Odisha FC, Kerala Blasters have two
each. Newly-promoted Punjab FC,
Chennaivin FC and Hyvderabad FC
have one each.

The AIFF had also written to the 10
ISL ¢lubs to release their players
selected for the Asian Games, keeping
the "national interest in mind".

India lose 0-3 to UAE in AFC
U-23 Asian Cup Qualifiers

Dulian
India lost to the UAE 0-3 as their
campaign in the AFC U-23 Asian
Cup 2024 Qualification ended with
a second consecutive defeat, here at
the Dalian Suoyuwan Stadinm on
Tuesday.

India finished at the bottom of
Group G, having earlier lost to Chi-
na 1-2.

UAE topped the group with four
points and a better goal difference.
China, who also have four points,
now have an outside chance of
making the next round as one ofthe
four best second-placed teams.

Both India and the UAE sensed
the urgency and began the match at
great intersity with tackles flying i
both halves of the pitch. Jiteshwor
Singh picked up a booking around
the quarter hour mark for a tackle
in the middle of the piteh.

The UAE managed to take the
lead in the 26th minute as the In-
dian defenders were left rather con-
fused after a melee inside the box.

Mohammed Abbas Alblooshi was
awarded the goal after a lengthy dis-
cussion between the referee and his
assistant. The lead was doubled
just three minutes after the half-
hour mark, when Sultan Adil
Alameeri's low drive from inside the
box found the back of the net.

Sensing the game slipping away,
India began to rotate the ball
around the park in search of open-
ings. However, the UAE back-line
managed to keep the Indians at
bay.

After the change of ends, India

looked to put some pressure on
the UAE defence. Parthib Gogoi
made a foray down the right into
theattacking third early in the sec-
ond half, but his cross evaded all the
forwards.

India head coach Clifford Miran-
da made a couple of changes, bring-
ing on Rabeeh Anjukandan and
Sourav in place of Sanjeev Stalin
and Parthib Gogoi a little after the
honr mark, as they looked to pull
one back.

However, UAE waited for the
perfect opportunity to spring a
counter-attack. Goalkeeper Hamad
Abdulla Almegbaali launched a
long ball forward, as Eisa Khalfan
finished off the move to make it 3-
0.

of the tie on Tuesday.

ATTA Secretary General Anil Dhupar
acknowledged the contribution made
by Bopanna to Indian tennis,

"On behalf of ATTAand all tennis en-
thusiastsin the country, we congratu-
late Rohan Bopanna and we all are ea-
gerlywaiting to witness him serving one
last time for India at the Davis Cup. We
applaud his dedication and the way he
played at the US (Open) final and ho-
noured the spirit of the game,"” Dhupar
said.

The two singles matches will be
plaved on Saturday while the remain-
ing doubles and reverse singles will be
played on Sunday.

India go down to
UAE in AFC U-23
Asian Cup Qualifiers

New Delhi

India ended their AFC U-23 Asian
Cup 2024 Qualification campaign
with their second loss in as many
matches, as UAE defeated them 3-0
at Dalian Suoyuwan Stadium, in
Dalian, China, on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 12, 2023, With this defeat, while
India finished at the bottom of Group
G, they also plaved spoilsport for
hosts China PR, to beat India 2-1in
an earlier match. & was a do-or-die
match for both sides; a win by two or
more goals would guarantee UAE the
top spot in Group G ofthe AFC U-23
Asian Cup 2024 Qualifiers, while
three points would give India a
chance to qualify as one of the four
best second-placed teams out of the
11 groups.

With a victory of 3-0 margin, UAE
finished on top of Group G with
four points and a better goal differ-
ence. China who ended with four
points too, have an outside chance of
making the next round as one of the
four best second-placed teams. Both
sides sensed the urgency and began
the match at great intensity, tackles
flying in both halves of the pitch.
Jiteshwor Singh picked up a booking
around the quarter-hour mark fora
tackle in the middle of the pitch.

The UAE managed to take the
lead in the 26th minute as the Indi-
an defenders were left rather con-
fused after a melee inside the box.
Mohammed Abbas Alblooshi was
finally awarded the goal after a
lengthy discussion between the ref-
eree and his assistant. The side from
the Persian Gulf doubled their lead
just three minutes after the half-hour
mark, when Sultan Adil Alameeri's
low drive from inside the box found
the back of the net.

Sensing the game slipping away
from under their feet, India began to
rotate the ball around the park,
looking for openings. However, for
all their intent, the UAE back-line
manazed to keep them at bay. After
the change of ends; India locked to
put some pressure on the UAER de-
fence. Parthib Gogoi made a foray
down the right into the attacking
third early in the second half, but his
eross evaded all the forwards.

India head coach Clifford Miran-
da made a couple of changes, bring-
ing on Rabeeh Anjukandan and
Sourav in place of Sanjeev Stalin and
Parthib Gogoi a little after the hour
mark, as they looked to pull one
back. However, UAE sat back and
waited forthe perfect opportunity to
spring a counter-attack. Goalkeeper
Hamad Abdulla  Almegbaali
launched a long ball forward, as
Eisa Khalfan finished off the move,
to make it 3-0.

More changes were in store for In-
dia as Rohit Danuand Ayush Chhetri
replaced Suhail Bhat and Jiteshwor
Singh, followed by the final substi-
tution of the day for India. as Amar-
jit Singh Kiyam replaced Vibin Mo-
hanan. Three substitutes combined
with 18 minutes of regulation time
left, as Danu cut it back to Rabeeh,
who passed it on to Sourav, whose
shot was blocked.
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Dream Girl 2 enters 100-crore club globally; shipa shetty opens up
about not getting her

Ayushmann Khurrana celebrates with fans,
Ananya Panday pens gratitude note

Mumbai
vushmann Khur-
rana and Ananya
Panday's Dream

sirl 2 has been
declared a box office hit by
trade pundits. Despite ¢com-
petition from major films
like Sunny Deol's Gadar 2
and Shah Rukh Khan's
Jawan, the rom-com held
its ground and made it to
the 100 crore club globally.
The film is Ayushmann's
fifth 100-crore hit.

Ag Dream Girl 2 achieved
an important milestone,
Avushmann celebrated the
victory with a special party.
The actor hosted a bash for
his fans and thanked them
for supporting him and the
film wholeheartedly. He
made an entry dancing to
the beats of Dil Ka Tele-
phone 2. Avashmann's fans
welcomed him with chants
of his name. He was visibly
moved by the gesture and
expressed gratitude. The
celebration didn't end with-

The Vaccine War
trailer: Nana
Patekar-Pallavi
Joshi spearhead a
war to make
Bharat's own
vaccine

Mumbai
fter the success of his
previous directorial,
The Kashmir Files,
Jivek Agnihotri is
back with yvet another redlity-in-
spired flm, The Vaccine War.
The trailer of the upeoming film
released today on YouTube, The
Vacane War stars Anupam Kher,
Nan Patekar, Sapthami Gowda,
and Pallavi Joshi among others.
The trailer of The Vaccine
War highlighted the struggle
faced by Indian sclentists asthey
work towards creating the first-
ever vaceine against a virus. Fac-

myg opposition and increasing
doubts around the development,
the group of scientists geared
up to clear obstacles in order to
save the country. The Vitcine
War is being touted as India's
first bio-science film.

A special sereening of The
Vaceine War was held in the
United States of America in Au-
gust. R Madhavan watched the
film and heaped praise. He wrote
on Instagram, "Just saw THE
VACCINE WAR' and totally
blown out of my mind by the
spectacular sacrifices  and
achievements of the Indian sai-
entificcommunity, which made
India's very first vaccine and
kept the nation safe during the
most challenging period, told by
a Muster Storvteller @vivekagni-
hotri who makes you cheer, ap-
plaud, weep, and euphone, all at
the same ime."

He added, "Stellar perform-
ances by theentire cast, @pallav-
fjushiofficial @anupampkher
#Nunapatheliar @ raimasen (and
every single one ofthem Jso beau-
tifully depict the saerifices and the
sheer grit of our Indian scientists
{ ladies) aptlyvand impact-fully.

out pictures and selfies.
Ananya penned a note
expressing gratitude on her
'first century’. Sharing a
BTS video from the sets of
Dream Girl 2, she wrote,

"My first century!! It's not
just about the number
(which I do admit feels
great) but it's also proof of
the love #Dream@Girl2 has
gotten from the audiences

Karan Johar praises
Priyanka Chopra's 'fantastic’
Hollywood journey and
mourns the loss of Irrfan Khan

Mumbai
riyanka Chopra's
remarkable journey
from Bollywood to
Hollywood has gar-
nered attention and admira-
ton from fans and industty
peers alike. Recently, at the
world premiere of his co-
produced film, "Kill," during
the Toronte International
Film Festival 2023, cele-
brated filmmaker Karan Jo-
har shared his heartfelt
thoughts on Privanka
Chopra's bold career move.
Chopra's career trajectory
has been nothing short of ex-
traordinary. Starting with
her Miss World 2000 victo-
ryat the age of 20, she made
her Bollywood debut in 2003
with "The Hero: Love Story
of a Spy." Over the course of
more than a decade, she be-
came @ prominent figure in
Bollywood, starring in a
string of path-breaking and
successful films and collaho-

/o

rating with some of the
biggest names in the indus-
try.

However, it was her tran-
‘sition to Hollywood in 2015,
with her role in "Quantico,”
that ruly elevated her career
to international stardom.
This move marked a signifi-
cant milestone, and Priyan-
ka Chopra has continued to
impress audiences with her
performances in Hollywaod

which Pm forever grateful
for. Thank vou to EVERY-
ONE who made it possible
(sic).”

Dream Girl 2 is directed
by Raaj Shaandilyaa. The

projects such as "Baywatch,"
"The Matrix Resurrections,”
and the Prime Video series
"Citadel."

When asked about Privan-
ka Chopra's journey during
the interview with ET Cana-
da, Karan Johar expressed
genuine admiration, He com-
mended her for her remark-
able success, achieved on her
own terms and in her unique

style.

rom-com includes a stellar
ensemble of Paresh Rawal,
Annu Kapoor, Rajpal Ya-
dav, Vijay Raaz, Abhishek
Banerjee, Manjol Singh,
Seema Pahwa, and Manoj

Bhumi Pednekar starrer Thank
You For Coming to have its world

premiere at

Mumbai

ktaa R Kapoor and

Rhea Kapoor's

Thank You For

Coming has gar-
nered prestigious recogni-
tion as it has become the
sole Indian feature film to be
honoured with a Warld Gala
Premiere at the highly es-
teemed Toronto Interna-
Honal Film Festival.

The powerhouse producer
duo Rhea Kapoor and Ekiaa
R Kapoor have added one
more feather to their cap.
Their much-awaited chick-
flick Thank You For Coming
has been chosen as an ex-
clusive Indian feature film to
have a Gala Premiere at the
renowned Roy Thompson
Hall for the 48th Toronto
International Film Festival
(TIFF). This remarkable

to this content and infent-dri-

ven film, helmed by Karan
Boolani, that will resonate
with the audience world-
wide.

Producers Anil Kapoor and
Ektan R Kapoor will be grac-
ing the red carpet on Sep-
tember 15, 2023, at TIFF
along with the dynamic cast
indluding Bhumi Pednekar,
Shehnaaz Gill, Dolly Singh,
Kusha Kapila and Shibani

Bedi and director Karan
Boolani.

Rhea Kapoor, expressing
her excitement, says. "l am
ecstatic for Thank You For
Coming to be the only Indi-
an Feature Film having its
gala world premiere in TIFF
and making a mark globally.
T am proud that the jury at
TIFF has identified thisasan
important subject to be
screened at their prestigious
festival. It's a women-led

.-I..‘.

Toronto film fest

mainstream film that pres-
ents Indian cinema in its
muost joyful avatar, echoing
with women at a global stage
from all age groups!"

Fktaa R Kapoor, added
saying, "Thank You For Com-
ing celebrates women’s sex-
nality, freedom and delivers
an important message. In
today's world, this message is
more relevant than ever. It's
a film that is high on content
and intent! 1 am elated to
have this film as the exdusive
Indian representation for the
Gala Premiere in TIFF 2023.
We couldn't have asked fora
better platform to elevate
this film and its bold subject.”

The subject of the film has
received love and apprecia-
tion from women across the
globe, making it a comeback
of the chick flick in India.

Joshi. It is the sequel to
Ragj's 2019 film. The pre-
quel starred Ayushmann
with Nushrratt Bharuccha.

The film revolves around
Karam (Ayushmann) who
is in love with Pari
(Ananya), a lawyer. When
her father (Manoj Joshi)
gets to know about their re-
lationship and marriage
plans, he puts forth a con-
dition before the unem-
ployed Karam. To fulfill the
condition, he has to be-
come Pooja, a bar dancer
and then a psychiatrist.
Chaos ensues Karam's
friend informs Abu Salem
(Paresh Rawal) of Pooja.
The rich and influential
man decides to get Pooja
married to his son Shah
Rukh (Abhishek Banerjee)
fo pull him out of depres-
sion.

Dream Girl 2 is produced
by Ektaa R Kapoor's home
banner, Balaji Motion Pic-
tures. It released in the-
atres on August 25, 2023.

dues, says, Tam surviving
because of my songs'

Mumbai
hilpa Shetty's up-
coming film,
Sukhee., will see
her play a Punjabi
housewife who has Jost her

sense of self in taking up

the family's responsibili-
ties. She is reminded of
her old, fun-loving per-
sonality when she recon-
nects with her friends dur-
ing a college reunion.

Directed by Sonal Joshi,
the film lias a bunch of
women at the fore, most
prominently Shilpa, who
plays the main character,
and her bestie, played by
Kusha Kapila.

In an interview with
Siddharth Kannan, Shilpa,
who is all set for the release
of her upcoming film,
opened up about how she
felt typecast. The actress
said, "I never got the tag of
an actor. I always got rele-
gated, or rather tvpecast,
into being just a glamorous
actor, which is also a great
niche to have because to-
day I can proudly say that
I can do this (pointing at
the poster of her film
Sukhee). but can you be-
come glamorous? 1 can say
proudly that 1 picked from
whatever was offered to
me, and I survived."

Spealing about surviv-

her songs, Shilpa contin-
ued, "I have had a long ca-
reer with so many lows
that I used to wonder,
‘Why didn’t T get offered
this role orwhy was I nev-
et offered a film with big
banners?” Whatever L have
achieved is by working in
small films with big ac-
tors. I did small characters,
and no matter whether my
films worked or not, all
my songs were hits. I am
surviving because of my
songs,”

"There are films of the
gos which I worked in, and
the producers would say,
‘Oh, we incurred losses.
So, 1 didn’t get the re-
maining fees also. That
time was very different,”
Shilpa shared.

In a recent interaction
with midday.com Shilpa
opened up about her fam-
ily's reaction to the film.
The actress shared that her
mother cried after watch-
ing the film.

Apart from Shilpa Shet-
ty and Kusha Kapila, the
film also stars Amit Sadh,
Chaitannya Choudhury,
Dilnaz Irani, Pavleen Gu-
jral, Kiran Kumar, and
Vinod Nagpal. The film
will be released in theatres
on September 22,

Kareena Kapoor shares
her retirement plans:

'Hopetully at 8

areena Kapoor
Khan, a namesyn-
onymous  with
ollywood royal-
tv. has graced the silver
screen for over iwo decades,
enchanting andiences with
her charisma and talent.
Now, she's gearing up for
her highly anticipated online
streaming debut in the up-
coming film "Jaane Jaan,"
creating waves of excitement
among her fans.

In this OTT venture, Ka-
reena shares the screen with
the talented Jaideep Alilawat
and Vijay Varma, promising
a@ptivating experence. Dur-
ing one of her interviews,
Kareena shared her retire-
meri plans.

While talking to Indian

|

Express the ‘Jab We Met' ac-
tress said that she is still ex-
cited about acting. She said,
"If 1 lose that, then I feel 1
should hang up my boots. Be-
cause the excitement of want-
ing to be on sel, the excite-
ment of wanting to face the
camera still, it’s still there at
43, Bui I know that the day
that's not there, then L know
that I'm not going towork be-

3 or 93’

cause I'm that lind of per-
son.” She further talked about
how passionate she is for
everything, including her
meals, outings with friends,
and travel "That's the person
Lam. Soif aday comes that [
realise that I'm somehow los-
ing that, then it’s time for re-
tirement”, she added. When
asked about her retirement
plans, she said: “Hopefully at
83 or 93. I don’t know! 1
wantto keep working, I want
to keep doing that.”

In the sameinterview, she
revealed how Karisma had to
break through stereotypes
and doubts within the in-
dustry. "She kind of sowed
the seeds, and I reaped a lot
from it," Kareena explained.
"Alat of exposure happened
being with her on sets:
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