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Government of Rajasthan

Labharthi Utsav

Hon'ble Chief Minister Sh. Ashok Gehlot will be
inaugurating the Indira Gandhi Gas Cylinder Subsidy Yojna

Today 12:00 noon

-®

Direct transfer
to the bank accounts of

14 Lakh

registered beneficiary families

76 Lakh

families will benefit from the yojna

The eligible families who have
already purchased their gas
cylinder for the month of April but
have not registered, they should
visit the Mehngai Rahat Camps
and get themselves registered to
avail their benefits

In these times of inflation the Mehngai
Rahat Camps, are my humble attempt to
ensure that the relief aimed through
Indira Gandhi Gas Cylinder Subsidy
Scheme reaches the needy and the middle
class families of Rajasthan.

For 76 lakh families You are all requested to register yourself
in these camps and avail the benefits.

~Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister, Rajasthan

Watch ‘i_‘]’\ﬁh

scan Logon to

% i @Ashokcehlnmajasm“

RAJASTHAN SAMWAD

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND CIVIL SUPRLIES, GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
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Railways seeks
CBI probe, hints
at sabotage; two

tracks repaired

CONTD. FROM PG-3

Officials said il the
overhead electric cable
is repaired, only diesel
locomotives can be run
and it may take another
three days before elec-
tric trains can ply.

The ministers said
restoration work was be-
ing carried out on a war
footing and efforts were
on to send people aifect-
ed back home.

“By Tuesday we should
beabletodoit,” Pradhan
said.

The accident disrupt-
ed passenger and goods
tratfic between impor-
tant indnstrial centres.
Many of the patients in-
itially admitted to Balas-
ore and other local hos-
pitals have been released
or shifted to bigger cities
with multi-speciality
hospitals including Cut-
tack, Bhubaneswar and
Kolkata.

The railways said 123
trains have been can-
celled, 56 diverted, 10
short terminated, and
14 trains have been re-
scheduled for the period
June 3-7

Many of the passen-
gers in the two trains
were migrant workers.
Railway  spokesperson
Amitabh Sharma said
that even if the victims
were ticketless travellers,
they will receive com-
pensation.

This is in line with a
Supreme Cowt order,
officials said.

So far. the railways has
disbursed Rs 3.22 crore
as ex-gratia in 285 cases
— 11 deaths, 50 grievous
injuries and 224 minor
injuries.

‘Could be tampering or
sabotage from within or
outside’

Top railway officials,
while explaining how
the point machine and
the interlocking system
function, said the system
is “error proof” and “fail
safe” but did not rule out
the possibility of outside
intervention.

“It is called a fail-safe
system, so it means that
even if it fails, all the
signals will turn red and
all train operations will
stop. Now, as the min-
ister said there was a
problem with the signal-
ling svstem.

“It could be that some-
one has done some dig-
ging without seeing the
cables. Running of any
mac]:lme is prone to fail-
ures,” Java Verma Sinha,
Member of Operation
and Business Develop-
ment, Railway Board,
said.

An electric point ma-
chine is a vital device
for railway signalling
for quick operation and
locking of point switches
and plays an important
role in the safe running
of trains. Failure of
these machines severely
affects train movement
and deficiencies at the
time of installation can
result in unsafe condi-
tions. Agencies
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ODISHA TRAIN CRASH
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Driver error ruled out, possible sabotage being probed;

minister says people behind 'criminal' act identified

New Delhi
on

he railways
Sunday virtually
ruled out driver

error and system mal-
function, indicating a
possible "signalling in-
terference” and hinting
at "sabotage" and tam-
pering of the electronic
interlocking system be-
hind the triple train ac-
cident that claimed 275
lives in Odisha.

Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw has
sought a CBI enquiry
into the accident. How-
ever, officials said the
inquiry by the commis-
sioner of railwayv safety
(CRS) would contimie.

Vaishnaw said that
the "root cause" of the
accident and the peo-
ple responsible for the
“eriminal act” have been
identified.

"It happened due to a
change made in the elec-
tronic interlocking and
point machine," he told
reporters at the site of
Friday's accident in Ba-
lasore district.

Here in Delhi, top rail-
way officials indicated a
“signalling interference”.

"There is probability of
some kind of signalling
interference...whether it
was manual or inciden-
tal, wear and tear relat-
ed, maintenance failure
or weather related will
come out in the CRS
inquiry,” Jaya Verma
Sinha, Member of Op-
erations and Business
Development, Railway
Board, said.

Explaining how the
point machine and the
interlocking system
finction, she said that

Railway Minister Ash-

wini  Vaishnaw has
sought a CBI enquiry
into the accident.
However, officials
said the inquiry by
the commissioner of
railway safety (CRS)
would continue.

the svstem is ‘error
proof" and "fail safe” but
did not rule out the pos-
sibility of outside inter-
vention.

"It is called a fail safe
system, so it means that
even if it fails, all the
signals will turn red and
all train operations will
stop. Now, -as the min-
ister said there was a
problem with the signal-
ling system. It could be
that someone has done
some digging without
seeing the cables. Run-
ning of any machine is
prone to failures,” Sinha
said.

While Sinha refused to
comment on particular
findings, she said that
“no defect” was found in
the electronic interlock-
ing system but did not
even rule out negligence.

A senior railway offi-
cial who did not want
to be identified said this
kind of tinkering with
the "logic" of the AI-
based electronic inter-
locking system can only
be ‘intentional® and
ruled out any malfunc-
tion in the system.

"It could be a case of
tampering or sabotage
from within or from out-
side. We have not ruled
anything out," the senior
railway official said.

Stung by Lalu's remark
on train crash, Ravi
Shankar talks of scams

Paina

Senior BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad on Sun-
day raked up “scams”
during Lalu Prasad’s ten-
ure as Railway Minister, a
day after the RJD presi-
dent blamed the Balasore
triple train crash on "neg-
ligence" of railways by the
Narendra Modi govemn-
ment at the Centre, The
former Union minister
was replying to questions
from journalsts at a press
conference organised at
the BJP's Bihar headqguar-
ters to showease the Modi
government’s achieve-
ments in nine years. When
pointed out that Prasad
had, on the previous day,
spoken of "negligence” and
acensed the Modi govern-
ment of having "destroved
railways”, Prasad shot
back that the former Bi-
har CM was embroiled in
a number of "scams" and
was busy securing bail.
"His achievements as Rail-
way Minister are there for
all to see. He is facing in-
vestigations in the land for
hotels scam and the land
for jobs scam, and busy

Vatsalya Sadan,

New Delhi
Department of Women
& Child Development
of Delhi Government
takes a big leap towards
ensuring justice to the
children in difficult eir-
cumstances through
restorative action for
rehabilitative accom-
plishments. Delhi at its
three different locations
in Alipur, Tughlaka-
bad Institutional Area
and Dwarka will have
rehabilitation  centric
integrated complex for
children under juvenile
justice system having
residential institutions
with therapeutic inter-
vention and well-being
facilities.

With layving founda-
tion stone of Vatsalva
Sadan one of its kind

integrated complex in
the country on 27th May,
2023, at Alipur, Justice
Ravindra Bhat, Judge of
Supreme Court says the
Department has truly
manifested the potential
of fulfilling its commit-
ment to bring out the
best facilities for chil-
dren in vulnerable situ-
ations. The enabling and
healthy environment is
the core of the complex
designed for such chil-
dren.

Justice Ravindra Bhat
in a matter of Court on
its own motion before
him passed a direction
in 2018 for the Delhi
Government to con-
struct a proper building
such as to cater the fu-
ture needs in conformity
to the regnirements of

seciring bail in both cases”,
quipped Prasad, a former
law and justice minister.
He also criticised oppo-
sition parties for "indulg-
ing in polities” over the
accident which has killed
hundreds of people and
claimed that the govern-
ment was making all nec-
essary efforts. "The Prime
Minister visited the site of
the mishap himself and the
Railway Minister is camp-
ing there"”, Prasad pointed
ont. The BJP leader, who
represents Patna Sahib in
the Lok Sabha, also asked
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar to clarify his stand
on Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi's reported state-
ment that Muslim League
was a "secular party”. "It
is the partv responsible
for the couniry's Part-
tion. We would like to
know: what Nitish babu
thinks of the statement”,
said Prasad. Kumarwas a
BJP ally until August last
year when he snapped
ties and joined the 'Ma-
hagathbandhan' that
includes Congress, RJD
and the Teft.

a new ray of hope for the

Juvenile Justice (Care &
Protection of Children)
Rules, 2016. In his order,
Justice Bhat emphasised
that the construction
should be child friendly
in terms of the space and
particularly the extent of
natural light within the
bunilding at the same
time balancing the other
concerned such as secu-
rity ete.

Justice: Mukta Gupta,
Judge High Court, also
the Chairperson of Ju-
venile Justice Committee
ensured regular mon-
itoring of the progress
of the project from the
Department on coneept,
visualisation, design, ac-
cessibility of child protec-
tion services including in-
house rehabilitation for
drmg addicted young chil-

Sinha said that even

with the anti-collision
technology Kavach, this
aceident conld not have
been averted due to the
speed of the Coroman-
del Express and its dis-
tance from the station-
ary goods train.

The crash involving
Bengaluru-Howrah Su-
perfast Express and
Shalimar-Chennai Cen-
tral Coromandel Ex-
press and a goods train
ocenrred around 7 PM
on Friday near the Ba-
hanaga Bazar station in
Balasore, about 250 km
south of Kolkata and 170
km north of Bhubane-
Swar.

Around 275 people
were killed and around
1,175 injured in the acci-
dent,

Officials on Sunday
gave the driver of the
Coromandel Express a

clean chit by stating that
he had the green signal
to move forward and he
was "not over-speeding”.

A preliminary report
from the ground ac-
cessed by PTI on Friday
stated that the Coro-
mandel Express had en-
tered the loop line at the
station on which an iron
ore-laden goods ftrain
was parked.

It also indicated that
a tampering could have
occurred stating that the
signal was “given and
taken off for the up main
line for train number
12841 (Coromandel Ex-
press), the train entered
the loop line, dashed the
goods train and derailed.
In the meantime, train
number 12864 passed
through the down main
line and two of its coach-
es deraled and cap-
sized.” Explaining how

the two components
mentioned by the minis-
ter are key to train oper-
ations, Sandeep Mathur,
Principal Executive
Director of Signalling,
Railway Board, said that
these two work in co-
ordination to show the
driver whether the track
is clear to move forward.

"Signal is interlocked
in such a manner that
it will show if the line
ahead is occupied or not.
It will also be known
whether the point is tak-
ing a train straight or to-
wards loop line.

"When the point shows
straight and the track
ahead is not occupied
then the signal is green
and if the point is tak-
ing the train on loop and
track is clear then signal
is vellow and the route is
shown of a different di-
rection,” he said.

He said that the inter-
locking system 1is a safe
way to guide a frain out
of a station.

A point machine is a
vital device for railway
signalling for guick op-
eration and locking of
point switches and plays
an important role in the
safe running of trains.
Failure of these ma-
chines severely affects
train movement.

Sinha said that the di-
rection, route and signal
were set for the Coro-
mandel Express.

"Green signal means
that in every way the
driver knows that his
path ahead is clear and
hie can go forward with
his permitted maximum
speed. The permitted
speed at this section was
130 kmph and he was
running his train at 128
kmph which we have
confirmed from loeo
logs," she said.

The Bengaluru-How-
rah Superfast Express
train was running at a
speed of 126 kmph.

"In both the tfrains
there was no question of
over-speeding. Prelim-
inary finding has found
that there is a signailing
issue," she said.

"Only one train was
involved in the accident,
it was the Coromandel
Express. The Coroman-
del Express erashed with
the goods train and its
coaches went on top of
the goods frain. It was
an iron ore train, a heavy
train, therefore entire
impact of the collision
was on the train." she
said.

Agencies

Cong demands Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw's re51gnat10n slams PM Modi

New Delhi

The Congress on Sunday
demanded the resigna-
Hon of Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw over
the Odisha rail tage-
dy and attacked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
saying he should accept
part of the responsibility
for creating an “all is well”
facade even as the critical
infrastructure of the Indi-
an Railway "languishes in
neglect”,

The Opposition par-
tv asked whether the
prime minister will take
responsibility for the
"deadliest rtail tragedy"”
of this century. It also
asked who is responsible
for ignoring the warn-
ings and suggestions of
experts, the parliamen-
tary committee and CAG
report.

Congress  president
Mallikarjun Kharge al-
leged that Modiwas busy
flagging off trains while
not paving attention to
railway safety. He called
for fixing accountability
of all posts from top to
bottom to prevent such
incidents in future.

dren. She acknowledged
the compliance made by
the Department appreci-
ating the bonafide efforts
made by Krishan Kinnar,
Director of Department
of Women & Child Devel-
opment which has finally
shown the light of the day.

Atishi Singh, Minis-
ter, WCD present on
‘the ocecasion reiterated
the government’s com-
mitment towards safe-
guarding the best in-
terest of the children of
Delhi. Tt is the responsi-
bility of the government
‘to fulfil the needs of chil-
dren who are deprived
by the nature, said the
Minister. She further
stated that the services
must help the children
for their rehabilitation
to enable their restora-

Addressing a press
conference at the AICC
headquarters here, Con-
gress MP Shaktisinh
Gohil and AICC's pub-
licity and media depart-
ment head Pawan Khera
alleged that the Odis-
ha rail tragedy was a
"man-made devastation
caused by "ntter negli-
gence, serious lapses in
the system, incompe-
tence, and a narcissistic
sense of know-it=all atti-
tude of the Modi govern-

tion with the families
and reduce the need
for Homes. Atishi, also
the Minister of Public
Works Department has
assured to take up the
project with the PWD
for completion of the
project within a period
of two years positively
with advanced infra-
structural facilities and
convenience for children
including. those with
special needs.

Krishan Kuamar, Di-
rector, WCD' explained
that the Vatsalya Sadan
at Alipur will consist of

residential institutions
for children in confliet
with law, rehabilita-

tion cenire, remedial
education and well-be-
ing clinic, medical and
mental health, legal aid

ment'.

Khera said the prime
minister has a "Kavach"
which no other PM had.
protecting him from
public scrutiny and tele-
vision debates. Hewm'ged
the media to not provide
that shield to the PM.

"This 'Kavach' does
not save rail passengers
but only your (PM's) im-
age,” Khera said.

The Opposition par-
ty also said that Modi
should accept part of

the responsibility for the
"mess” that it alleged
that his government has
inflicted on the Indian
Railwavs and the people.

Prime Minister Modi,
who has announced that
the guilty would be pun-
ished, must first start
with his railway minis-
ter, Khera said.

"Unequivocally and
unambiguously, we de-
mand the resignation of
the Union Railway Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw.
Nothing short of it," he
said.

"Resignation means
taking responsibility
on moral grounds, here
there is neither respon-
sibility nor morals, do
you think any resigna-
tion would come? We
don't know whom we
should ask for resigna-
tion.

"The person who goes
to inaugurate even small
stations or the one who
has been busy since
yesterday morning in
publicity. Modi ji, you
decide whose resigna-
Hon you want. But now
the nation expects that

needy children

and probation services
besides environment for
milieu based interven-
tion. A Juvenile Justice
Board with technologi-
cally equipped facilities
including  vulnerable
witness room and vid-
eo-conferencing  facili-
ties, waiting lounge for
children -and families
will be the highlights of
the integrated complex.
Ms. Garima Gupta,
Secretary, WCD says
that services for the chil-
dren in the capital must
be best and be treafted
as of our own children.
Government is the
guardian and it cannot
shirk away from its re-
sponsibility. The state of
art creation of complex
with modern amenities
will benefit many chil-

dren coming under juve-
nile justice system mak-
ing their future bright
and blisstul.

The foundation lay-
ing ceremony of inte-
grated complex at Al-
ipur, bhoomi poojan
at Tughlakabad plot
and inaugnration of
Juvenile Justice Board
at Dwarka were at-
tended by the Member
Judges of the Juvenile
Justice Committee at
High Court, dignitar-
ies from Government
and PWD Engineers.
The Juvenile Justice
Committee congratu-
lated Ms. Garima Gup-
ta, Secretary, WCD
for her leadership and
consistent endeavour
for making the project
a reality.

Monsoon
misses onset
date in Kerala,
IMD says
conditions
becoming

favourable

New Delhi

The monsoon missed
its onset date in Kerala
on Sunday with the In-
dia Meteorological De-
partment anticipating a
further delay of three to
four days.

The southwest mon-
soon normally sets in
over Kerala on June 1
with a standard devia-
tion of about seven days.

In mid May. the In-
dia Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said it
might arrive in Kerala
by June 4.

In a statement on Sun-
day, the IMD said, "Con-
ditfions (are) becoming
favourable with the in-
crease in westerly winds
over the south Arabian
Sea. Also, the depth of
westerly winds is grad-
ually increasing and to-
day, June 4, the depth of
westerlies has reached
up to 2.1 kilometres
above the mean sea level.

"The cloud mass over
the southeast Arabian sea
is also increasing. We ex-
pect that these favourable
conditions for monsoon
onset over Kerala will fur-
ther improve during the
next three-four days, It
is being monitored con-
tinuously and further
updates will be provided
tomorrow  (Monday)."
Seientists, however, said
the delay is unlikely to
impact Kkharif sowing
and total rainfall over
the country.
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Bharadwaj takes
part in clean
Yamuna River
program, affirms
to clean river

by 2025

"Tiffin Pe Charcha’
campaign: UP
CM interacts with
party workers in
Gorakhpur

9  Business

Private sector
investment set
to witness
significantincrease:
CII President

R Dinesh
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India win two
gold and one
bronze in Asian
U-20 Athletics
C'ships

SPORTS

Josh Hazlewood out
of WTC final, Neser
joins Australia squad

Biden's 2024 pitch
highlights pragmatism
over Trump's pugilism

Railways seeks CBI probe' hints

at sabotage; two tracks repaired

B Railway officials also indicated that possible “sabotage”
and tampering with the electronic interlocking system,

which detects the presence of trains

Balasore/New Delhi

he railways on
Sunday sought a
CBI inguirv into

the Balasore train crash,
hours after minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said
the “root cause™ of the
accident and the people
behind the “criminal”
act have been identified.

Railway officials also
indicated that possible
“sabotage” and tamper-
ing with the electron-
ic interlocking system,
which detects the pres-
ence of trains, led to the
Friday accident,

However, sever-
al opposition parties
stepped up pressure
for Railway Minister

Vaishnaw's resignation,
with Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge call-
ing for fixing accounta-
bility from top to bottom.

The BJP hit back. say-
ing the track record ofthe
Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment’s railway minis-
ters was nothing short of
adisaster and they should
not politicise the issue.

“We have recommend-
ed a CBI probe into the
triple train accident,”
Vaishnaw told reporters
in Bhubaneswar on Sun-
day evening.

Earlier in the day, he

said the cause of the
aceident was related to
eleciric point machine
and electronie interlock-

ing,
“The setting of the
point machine was

changed. How and why
it was done will be re-
vealed in the probe re-

B The BJP hit back, saying the track record of the Congress-
led UPA government's railway ministers was nothing short

ofa dlsaster and l:hey should not politicise the issue.

port.” “The root cause of
the horrifying incident
has been identified... I
do not want to go into
details. Let the report
come out. T will just say

that the root cause and

the people responsible
for the criminal act have
been identified,” he said.

The death toll in the

three-train crash on Fri-
day was revised to 275
from 288 by the Odisha
government which said
some hodies were count-
ed twice earlier,

‘With 187 bodies vet to
be identified, keeping
them till the time thev
are claimed by the vie-
tims’ kin is proving to be

It could be that
“ someone has

done some
digging without seeing
the cables. Running of
any machine is prone to

failures.

-Jaya Verma Sinha,
Member of Operation and
Business Development,
Railway Board

a challenge to the local
administration.

While 110 bodies
were being kept at the
ATIMS  Bhubaneswar,
the remaining have been
sent to Capital Hospi-
tal, Amri Hospital, Sum
Hospital and some other
private facilities.

Anxious relatives
thronged the NOCCI
Business Park to identi-
iy photos of passengers
displaved by anthorities.

Vaishnaw, who had
been camping at the
site of the train acci-
dent along with Union
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, said two rail-
way fracks have been re-
stored on the main frunk
line connecting eastern
and southern India and
overhead electrification
waork has also started.

CONTD ON PG-2

Government sets up
3-member panel to
probe Mampur violence

New Delhi

he Centre on Sun-

day set up a Com-

mission of Tnquirv,
headed by former chief
justice of the Gauhati
High Court Ajai Lamba,
to probe the recent se-
ries of violence in Mani-
pur that claimed more
than 8o lives.

According to a notifi-
cation issued by the Un-
ion Home Ministry, the
commission will make
inquiry with respect of
the causes and spread
of the violence and ri-
ots targeting members
of different communi-
ties, which took place
in Manipur on May 3
and thereafter.

It will probe the se-
quence of events lead-
ing to, and all the facts
relating to such vio-
lence; whether there
were any lapses or der-
elicion of duty in this
regard on the part of
any of the responsible
authorities/individuals

. HIGHLIGHTS

B The inquiry by the com-
mission shall look irito the
complaints or allegations
that may be made before
it by any individual or as-
socianion.

B The commission shall sub-
mit its report to the cen-
tral government as soon
as possible but not later
than six months from the
date of its first sitting!

and adequacy of the ad-
ministrative measures
takento prevent, and to
deal with the violence
and riots.

The inquiry by the
commission shall look
into the complaints or
allegations that may be
made before it by anyv in-
dividual or association.

The commission shall
submit its report to the
central government as
soon as possible but not
later than six months
from the date of its first
sitting, Agencies

Govt. of H1ryan1
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We will be able to give a safe environment
to our coming generations only when
every citizen of the country makes
a united effort to maintain the balance
of water, air and land.

- Narendra Modi

¥ Information, Public Relations, Languages and Culture Department, Haryana
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Spurious butter,
'Ghee' in Amul
packaging seized
Noida
Fake butter and 'Ghee' of
Amul brand worth Rs 64
lakh have been seized by the
police station phase 3 from
a house at sector-70.

Five persons who had
been doing this business for
the last about five months,
have also been arrested from
the spot in this connection.

DCP Ram Badan Singh
said that the arrested ac-
eused used to bring 'Ghee!
and butter at cheap prices
from New Kundli, Delhi.
Thev used to supply the
cheap ghee and buiter in
Amul packaging in Noida
NCR.. Mosi of its supplies
were done at railway sta-
tions and footpaths.

The local police has re-
covered 5 quintals of butter
and 'Ghee’ from them,

The accused have been
identified as Sanjay, Rajku-
mar, Ashish, Sajid and
Deepak. The main leaders of
this gang are Sanjay and
Rajkumar. Five accused are
absconding in this case.

Noida Authority
to reply to CAG's
objections

Noida
The Noida Authority is onee
again preparng to respond
to the objections of the CAG
regarding the Sports City
project spread in five sectors.

This time on June 7, the
sovernment will have to an-
swer before the public ac-
tounts commitiee. The CAG
i probing the functionngof
the Noida Authority.

In the first phase, from
2005 to 2017, each and every
point of the allocation of the
project was examined. In
somne cases, investigations
were carried out even till
the year 1976. In this, it
there was a scam of about Rs
60,000 crore, out of which a
scam of Rs 8643 croreis re-
lated to the Sports City.

The audit report of CAG
states that this scheme was
started withont the approval
of the government.
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Bharadwaj takes part in clean Yamuna River
program, affirms to clean river by 2025

New Delhi

elhi Water Min-

ister Saurabh

Bhardwaj joined

in the effort to
save the Yamuna by par-
ficipating in the “Yamuna
Sansad” program, organ-
ised at the Chhath Ghat,
ITO, on Sunday.

Demonstrating solidari-
ty with the citizens of Del-
hi, Shri Saurabh Bhardwaj
took an oath for the clean-
liness of the Yamuna. Dur-
ing this event, a human
chain was formed from
Wazirabad to the banks of
Kalindi Kunj, emphasising
the importance of public
participation in ensuring
the cleanliness of the Ya-
muna,

The primary objective
behind creating this hu-
man chain was to draw
people’s attention towards
the problem of pollution
in the Yamuna and work
towards restoring the river
to its original form.

On this oceasion, Water
Minister Shri Saurabh

Delhi Govt

New Delhi

Dethi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Sunday said
that rejuvenation of the Ya-
nuuna riverwill happen only
with the joint efforts of gov-
ernment and social part-
ners.

This was stated by Rai
during the “Yamuna Sansad”
programme here.

The Delhi Environment
Minister further said that
the city governtment is com-
mitted towards cleaning of
the Yamuna river.

Rai participated in the
“Yamuna Sansad” pro-
gramme organised at
Chhath Ghat, TTO. During
the “Yamuna Sansad”, the
citizens of Delhi formed a
humari chain and collec-
tively pledged to work to-
wards the cleaning of the
Yamuna.

Woman found dead at rented
home in Delhi's Narela, 1 held

New Delhi

A s6-year-old woman was
found dead inside her rent-
ed accommodatlion in
northwest Delhi's Narela
area, police said on Sunday.
The accused, identified as
Anil Sahu alias Arjun, a
resident  of Narela's
Swatantrata Nagar, was ar-
rested on Sunday, they
said.

A PCR call was received
at Narela police station re-
garding the incident fol-
lowirig which the staff
reached the first floor of the
house and found the body
of a woman with bloed
seattered around, a senior
police officer said.

Police also found blood

oozing out from the
woman's mouth, the officer
said.

According to the police,
the woman, a native of Bi-
har's Aara, lived with her
husband and two children
in the rented house. She
was allegedly in a relation-
ship with the accused. Ar-
jud suspected that the
woman was in touch with
someone else and planned
to eliminate her; they said.
A murder case was regis-
tered against the accused
on Saturday at Narela po-
lice station and after an
inttensive search, Arjun was
nabbed from Narela rail-
way station on Sunday, the
officer said.
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Bhardwaj said, “Pollution is
a big problem all over the
world: be it air pollution or
water pollution. With mod-
ernisation came some
shortecomings in oursocie-
tv, pollution being one of
them. However, the posi-
tive aspect is that in re-
cent years, there has been
an inereasing awareness
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about pollution among
both individuals and gov-
ernments.

Governments allocate
separate funds in their
budgets to address pollu-
tion. In this regard. for the
last few years, people have
also cooperated a lot and
spread awareness id socie-
ty. In the past, numerous
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colonies

unauthorised
lacked a sewer network,
leading to untreated sewage
directly flowing into the
Yamuna. However, in re-
cent years, sewer nefworks
have been established in

many unauthorised
colonies.
When a sewer retwork is

implemented in such

colonies, their sewage no
longerdirectly reaches the
Yamuna. Instead, it is di-
rected to a sewer treatment
plant for proper treatment
before being released into
the Yamuna. This is a huge
task. With the cooperation
of the people, this work
will be done quickly.”

Bhardwaj further stated
that pollution increases in
major cities of every state
where rivers flow. This is
because it has been a tra-
dition to discharge all the
sewage from factories, in-
dustries, and large colonies
into the rivers.

Bhardwaj added, “The
Kejriwal government in
Delhi is working diligently
to make the Yamuna pol-
lution-free. In 2014, sewer
lines were only installed in
250 wnauthorised colonies,
whereas today, sewer lines
have been laid in 832 unaun-
thorised colonies. Now,
their sewage does not flow
into the Yamuna.

Similarly, treatment of
sewage at all sewer treat-

committed to cleaning Yamuna: Gopal Rai

Rai, while addressing the
journalists present during
the “Yamuna Sansad” pro-
gramme, said, "The Yamuna
is not just any river for Del-
hi, but it sustains a vast
ecosystem within the city.
The majority of Delli’s wa-

I

the Yamuna, making it a
crucial resonrce for both
economic and ecological
purposes,”

“However, the river’s eco-
logical balance has been dis-
rupted over ime due to the

ter requirements are met by

excessive discharge of chem-
icals, plastics, and other non-
biodegradable pollutants.
Nevertheless, our govern-
ment is taking all necessary
steps to preserve the sanct-
ty of this sacred river,” he
added.

He said under the Sum-
mer Action Plan launched by
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal, a public awareness
campaign has been initiated
as a significant component.
Today, “Yamuna Sansad”
has been organised at the so-
cial Tevel to promote public
participation. the Delhi En-
vironment Minister said.

“To enhance the ecological
condition of Delhi, it is 1m-
perative forall individuals to
make a commitment to re-
frain from contaminating
the Yamuna river water. It is
only through public partic-
ipation that the environ-
ment can be made better
and pollution free. The Del-
hi government will run this
campaign as a public cam-
paign in vollaboration with
the citizens of Delhi,” he
said.

Parts of Delhi witnesses light rains,
max temp settles at 33.7 deg C

New Delhi

Light rains were witnessed in
some parts of the national
capital on Sunday, which
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 33.7 degrees Cel-
sius, six notches below the
season's average, according
to the India Meteorological
Department.

Meanwhile, the minimum
temperature gettled at 23.8
degrees Celsius, thiee notch-
es below the season's aver-
age, the IMD said.

The weather office has
predicted a generally cloudy
skywith hght rain or drizzle

for Monday with the maxi-

mum and minimum tem-
peratures likely to settle
around 35 and 24 degrees
Celsius, respectively.

The city recorded 3 mm of
ramfall between Saturday
8.30am to Sunday 8.30 am.

The relative humidity at

Delhi Metro completes structural work on
stretch of elevated viaduct of Ph-IV corridor

New Delhi

Delhi Metro has completed
the structural work on a
stretch of an elevated
viaduct on the upcoming
Janakpuri West-R K
Ashram Marg corridor of
Phase 4, officials said on
Sunday.

The 4-km-long viaduct,
starting from Majlis Park to
Mukarba Chowk, connects
the Majlis Park and Bha-
laswa Metro stations on the
corridor, they said. The Del-
hi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) has successfully
completed the structural
work, it said in a statement.

"This particular complet-
ed streteh of the elevated
viaduct is now being of-
fered to the system con-

tractors for track laying and
traction work involving the
erection of overhead elec-
trification (OHE) masts etc.

"The structural work for
the viaduet shall also be
completed till Haiderpur
Badli soon, as just a cross-
ing over a railway track is
left there," it added.

This is an important
achievernent for DMRC's
engineers since the work
on this corridor had started
amidstthe COVID-1g erisis
‘and had to face intermittent
delays due to the pandem-
ic, and issues pertainingto
obtaining tree-cutting clear-
ances. The construction

work of this corridor shall
be completed by March
2026, officials said.

This work was completed
without causing any major
disruption to the flow of
fraffic below, it said. Work
on the Janakpuri West —
RK Ashram Marg Meiro
corridor is progressing at
full speed now.

The DMRC completed
2.5 km ofunderground tun-
nels (for up and down
movement) between
Janakpuri West and Krish-
na Park Extension on this
corridor last year, the
DMRC said. On June 2, an-
other tunnel boring ma-
chine (TBM) was lowered
for tunnelling work be-
tween Derawal Nagar to
Pulbangash,

This TBM drive will
achieve a depth upto 25.9
metres near the Najafgarh
Drain and will be 5,800 m
in diameter, officials said.

The movement of the
TBMs is being monitored
round the clock digitally by
DMRC since there are a lot
of old buildings above, they
added.

As part of its Phase-TV ex-
pansion, DMRC is currernt-
ly engaged in the construc-
tion of 65 km of new lines
across three different cor-
ridors, Out of these 28 kilo-
metres will be underground
and the rest shall be ele-
vated.

Eleven new interchange
stations shall also come up
as part of this new expan-
sion.

8.30 am was recorded at 86
per cent.

Delhi's Air Quality Index
(AQI) stood in the moderate
category with a reading of
173 at 6 pim, the Ceniral Pol-
Iution Contral Board (CPCB)
data showed.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered good, 51
and 100 satisfactory, 101 and
200 moderate, 201 and 300
poor, 301 and 400 very poor,
and 401 and 500 severe.

According to the Air Qual-
ity Early Warning System, air
quality in Delhi is likely to re-
main in the moderate cate-
gory from June 4 to June 7.

ment plants was around
350 MGD in the past, but
STP Capacity has now in-
creased to approximately
550 MGD. By 2025, the
capacity of Sewage Treat-
ment Plants (STPs) in Del-
hiwill be enhanced to near-
ly 9oo MGD. This means
that sewage from Delhi's
colonies will not be dis-
charged into the Yamuna;
instead, it will be treated at
the sewage treatment
plants.

Colonies that never had
sewer lines before are now
having them installed. This
is a significant tasl, and the
Kejriwal government is
committed to completing it
withm the specified time-
frame. By the year 2025,
the Yamuna will be made
pollution-free.”

It is important to note
that cleaning the Yamuna is
the topmost priority for the
Delhi Government under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

In line with this, the Del-
hi government has been

working tirelessly on a six-
point action plan an-
nounced by the Chief Min-
isterin 2021, Under this ac-
tion plan, the Kejriwal gov-
ernment is focused on in-
creasing the capacity of
sewage treatment plants,
trapping and cleaning ma-
jor polluted drains in Del-
hi, providing sewer con-
nections to every house-
hold and integrating them
with the sewer network,
preventing the flow of
sewage from slums into
drains, and strengthening
the sewage distilling
process.

The primary cause of pol-
Iution inthe Yamuna isthe
drains, and now most of
these drains do dot discharge
sewage into the river; in-
stead, it is treated in STPs,
By following the directives of
Chief Minister Shri Arvind
Kejriwal, the Delhi govern-
ment is making significant
progress in the direcion of
cleaning the Yamuna, and
the results are gradually be-

coming visible in the river.

HC to pronounce order
on Monday on Sisodia's

¥

New Delln

The Delhi High Court will on
Monday prononnee its order
on AAP leader Mamsh Siso-
dia’s plea seeking interim
bail for six weeks in a mon-
ey laundering case arising
from the alleged excise pol-
ICy Scanm.

The former Delli deputy
chief minister has sought
release on a temporary basis
on the ground of being the
gole caretaker of his ailing
wife. His plea for regular
bail in the matter is pending
before the high court.

Sisodia, who was amested
on March g, is currently n
judicial custody in the case
lodged by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED).

The verdicton the nterim
bail plea will be pronounced
by Justice Dinesh Kumar
Sharma. It was reserved on
Saturday when Sisodia's
lawyer had claimed that pur-
snantto the court’s directions
passed on Friday, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
was taken in custody to meet
his wife earlier m the day but
the latter's health condition
deteriorated and she was

interim bail plea

el

taken to be the LNJP Hos=
pital before he could reach
home.

The ED has opposed the
plea for interim bail on the
grounds of possibility of ev-
idence tampering.

The federal agency's
lawyer has also claimed that
Sisodia's wife hias been suf-
fering from a medical con-
dition for the last 20 years
and even eardier pleas for
interim bail on identical
groundswere withdrawn by
the former minister.

The Delhi excise poliey
was implemented by the
AAP government on No-
vember 17, 2021, but it was
scrapped at the end of Sep-
tember last vear amid alle-
gations of corruption.

On May 30, the court had
dismssed Sisodia's bail plea
in the excise policy scam
case being probed by the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI), saying he is
an influential person and
the allegations against him
are very serigus in nature, In
the UBI case, the high court
has kept the mterim bail
plea pending for July.

Over 7.4 mn QR code-based paper
tickets sold, dip in sale of tokens: DMRC

New Delhi

More than 7.4 lakh QR code-
based paper tickets have
been sold to Delhi Metro
commuiters following their
launchin early May and the
sale of tokens has dipped by
over 30 per cent since then.
officials said.

The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poratiod (DMRC) irtro-
duced the QR code-based
paper ticket system on May
8, describing the develop-
ment as a move towards a
"more transparent and hu-
man intervention-free mech-
anism'".

The DMRC intends to
gradually phase outthe con-
cept of physical tokens, offi-
cials said.

However, any future plan-
ning will keep in mind the
constraints of digital tech-
nology and that not all com-

muters may have access o
smartphones, they said.

"The total number of QR
code-based paper tickets sold
tll May 30 is nearly
74,00,854," a senior official
of the DMRC said. o

The nrban transporter
hopes that commuters will
eradually start using fewer
physical tokens after the
launch of this service, But
many passengers have com-
plained about technical is-
sues faced at ATC (automat-
icfare collection) gates while

using QR code-haged paper
tickets,

DMRC official said there
are "no technical issues" at
AFC gates right now.

"Around 50 per cent of
AFC gates across the network
have been made QR code-
compliant. Since the intro-
duction of QR code-based
paper tickets, token sales
have dropped by about 32
per cent," the senior official
said.

Currently, in addition to
tokens, commuters can buy
QR code-based paper tickets
from metro station conn-
ters. The DMRC also issues
smart cards for seamless
travelling on its network. It
has upgraded its AFC gates
and customer care counters,
o support the new QR code-
based feature, a senior offi-
cial said on May 8.
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Haryana CM

pays tribute to

Sant Kabir Das Ji
Chandigarh:

Harvana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal, who resides
at Sant Kabir Kutir today
paid tribute to mystic poet
Sant Kabir Das Ji on his
birth anniversary. He also
extended warm greetings
to the people of the state on
Sant Kabir Das Javanti.

Manohar Lal stated that
the teachings and beliefs of
Sant Kabir Das promote
equalityofall religions and
social harmony in society,
Referencing the couplet of
Sant Kabir Das, "Jaath na
poocho sadhu ki, pooch li-
Jjive gyan, mol karo talwar
ka, pada rahen do
mevaan," the Chief Minis-
ter emphasized that the
teachings of Sant Kabir are
relevant to society even to-
day.

Furthermore, inspired
by the thoughts of Sant
Kabir Das, the state gov-
ermnment is working for the
welfare of every section of
the state by rising above
caste and stepping forward

with the spirit of "Haryana
Ek-Haryanvi Ek," he
added.

It is worth mentioning
that Chief Minister,
Manohar Lal has dedicat-
ed his entire life to social
welfare. From a young age,
he started worldng for the
betterment of society. Even
after becoming the Chief
Minister of the state, he is
still committed to fulfilling
his goal of public service.
In addition, Sh. Manchar
Lal has initiated a new ini-
tiative that demonstrates
his simiplicity and respect
for saints and eminent fig-
ures. He also ¢hanged the
name of the Chief Minis-
ter's residence to 'Sant
Kabir Kutir.'

Man held
for raping
5-yr-old girl
Kurukshetra;
A 2¢9-year-old man, who
worked as a labourer, was
arrested on Sunday for al-
legedly raping a minor
girl, police said. The ac-
cused identified as Vikram
alias Vicky of village Bahal
near Cheeka was arrested
by the Pehowa police un-
der the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act on Friday.
Pehowa Station House
Officer (SHO) Kuldeep
Singh said a case of rape of
a five-year-old girl was
registered on the com-
plaint of her mother.
After that, she was tak-
en to a hospital. where a
municipal official rang up:
the police to inform them
about the survivor. Find-
ing her condition serious,
she was referred to
PGIMER in Chandigarh.
Singh said the accused
was identified with the
help of a CCTV footage.
He would be produced
before a court here on
Monday and his police re-
mand would be sought for
further investigation, he
added.
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Ensuring availability of welfare scheme

benefits to citizens: Har

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:

aryana Chief Min-
H ister Manohar Lal

Khattar on Sunday
said 12.5 lakh new ration
cards have been generated
with the help of "Parivar
Pehchan Patra' to ensure
the availability benefits of
public welfare schemes to
eligible citizens.

Addressing peopleat an
event in Karnal, Khattar
said beneficiaries can vis-
it the office of the addi-
tional deputy commis-
sioner to get their Below
Poverty Line (BPL) data
updated so that they can
continue to get ration ben-
efits,

Ensuring the benefits of
welfare schemes to the ac-
tual beneficiaries is the
top priority of the state
government, he said.

The Parivar Pehchan
Patra (PPP) has becomea
key document to avail the
benefits of the government
facilities and other states
aré also now adopting it,
Khattar said in a state-
ment,

The chief minister said
that gone are the dayvs
when the state youth used
to get jobs on the basis of
favouritism during the
previous regime. Now jobs
are being given on a pure
merit basis.

He asserted that the
BJIP-led government has
zero tolerance for corrnp-
tion. Khattar said that the

Harvana government is
making constant efforts
to strengthen the health
infrastructure and in this
series, state-of-the-art fa-
cilities have been ensured
in the government hospi-
tals for the poor and

8\ =
needy.

"We are here to serve
the people, not to enjoy
power," he said.

He called upon the par-
ty workers to take all the
development works and
public welfare schemes

Teachings of Sant Kabir relevant even
in modern times: Bhupinder Hooda

Chandigarh;:
Congress leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda on Sunday
said the teachings of Sant
Kabir are relevant even in
modern times and called
the miystic poet and saint an
epitome of human virtue.

The former Harvana chief
minister in Rohtak at an
event extended greetings to
the people on the occasion of
Sant Kabir Jayanti, and
called the a social reformer,
a thinker, critic, writer,
guide, philosopher, poet,
scholar, visionary, and an
idealogical movement in
himself.

"Sant Kabir is our guide.
Hindus and Muslims alike
considered him as their own.
His couplets are still re-
membered by all of us," he
said and quoted some of hig
famous 'dohas.' According to
a statement, Hooda, who is
the Leader of Opposition in
Haryana Assembly, said the
teachings of Sant Kabir are
also more relevant in to-
day's era when spme people
are trying to create divisions
on the basis of caste and re-
ligion for their political
gains.

"We believe that every po-
litical party should take in-
spiration from the thoughts
of Kabir Das ji when it for-
mulates its policies, so that
the participation of the de-
prived sections can be en-
sured at every level of the so-

ciety," he said.

Hooda said Congress par-
ty always gave priority to the
welfare of the progress of
scheduled castes, backward
classes and the poor in the
society.

"...the previous Congress
government has sel up
schools in every village and
locality to educate the chil-
dren of SC, backward class-
es and the poar," he said. He
alleged that the BIP led gov-
ernment stopped some of
the schemes of the poorin-
troduced by the previous
Congress regime, which the
party will resume once it
comes back in power,

Haryana Congress presi-
dent Udm Bhan daimed that
every section of the sodety is

unhappy with the present
government.

He said, if voted to power
in 2024 assembly elections
in Haryana, Congress will
hike the old age pension
from Rs 2,750 at present to
Rs 6,000 per month, give
200 units of free electricity
per month, restart the for-
mer Congress government
scheme of giving free plots of
100 vards each to the poor.

"Farmers' crops will not
be allowed to be sold for
less than the MSP. Domes-
tic gas cylinders will be giv-
en to every family for Rs 500
and apart from filling up 2
lakh government posts lying
vacant, the backlog of SC, BC
recruitment will also be
completed,” he assured.

NH-9 sees heavy traffic jam as
devotees flocked to take holy bath

Avnish Tyagi
Hapur:
People had to face a tough
time on account of long
traffic jam on NH- g on
the Delhi-Lucknow Road
on Sunday caused by the
crowd of devotees who had

_ a0\
come to take bath in the
Ganga.

Due to the long line of ve-
hicles on both sides of the
national highway between
the town of Garhmuktesh-
war and Brijghat, people
coming to remote and near-

by cities faced alot of trou-
ble.

The jam that started late
in the night reached ten
km in a few hours. CO
Garhmukteshwar Anukiti
Singh reached the spot with
the police force and kept

irving to open clear the ve-
hicular traffic.

Hapur SP Abhishek Ver-
ma said that the situation of
jam arose due to heavy traf-
fic of vehicles on the na-
tional highway. The police
is trying to clear it.
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run by the government
over the last over eight
vears among the people
and ensure that they get
the benefits from them.
Earlier in the day; Khat-
tar paid tribute to mystic
poet Sant Kabir Das on

yana CM

his birth anniversary.

Khattar said that the
teachings and beliefs of
Sant Kabir promote equal-
ity of all religions and so-
cial harmony in society
and are also relevant even
in present times.

Development of
villages top priority:
Haryana deputy

CM Chautala

Chandigarh:
Haryana Deputy Chief
Minister Dushyant Chau-
tala on Sunday said the
all-around development
of villages is the top pri-
ority of the state govern-
ment.

Over the past three-and-
a-half years, the BJP-JJP
government has continu-
ously endeavoured to pro-
vide basie facilities to the
rural population, Chauta-
la said this while address-
ing a public meeting in
Shamdo village during his
visit to the Uchana As-
sembly constituency.

He highlighted the con-
struction of digital li-
braries and community
centres in every villuge,

Additionally, the gov-
ernment is focusing on
the beautification of
ponds, renpvating public
‘choupals', and construct-
ing gymuasiums and rural
stadiums, he said, accord-
ing to an official state-
ment here.

A comprehensive policy
has been formulated to
establish community cen-
tres with land allocations
of one to three acres based
on panchayat availability.

Presently, more than
two hundred community
centres and e-libraries ave
under construction in ap-
proximately 950 pan-
chavats across the state,

Over the past
three-and-a-half
years, the BIP-JJP
government has
continuously en-
deavoured to pro-
vide basic
facilities to the
rural population,
Chautala said this
while addressing
a public meeting
in Shamdo village
during his visit to
the Uchana As-
sembly con-

stituency. |

The deputy CM said the
state government is com-
mitted to providing per-
manent relief to farmers
regarding the longstand-
ing issue of floods. A
budget provision of Rs
1,200 crore has been allo-
cated for this purpose, he
said,

The government has
identified nine districts
that are prone to flooding,
causing damage to crops
during heavy rainfall and
flooding,

The installation of suc-
tion bores in these flood-
affected areas will prove to
be a considerable relief
for farmers, he said.

Mali community holds maha

panchaya

Jaipur:
The Mali community on Sun-
day held a ‘maha panchayat’
inthe Rajasthan capital to de-
mand 12 per cent reservation
in jobs and higher education
as well as increased political
representation in the state
and at the Centre.

The panchavat, attended
by Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla and Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Ke-
shav Prasad Maurya, was
called nearly a month after
members of the community
blocked the Jaipur-Agra Na-
tional Highway to press for
their demands. The BJP lead-
ers were chief guests at the
meet

Maurya's speech at the
event was disrupted after a
large number of participants
raised slogans in favour of
ChiefMinister and Congress
leader Ashok Gehlot, who is
a member of the Mali com-
munity: Birla did not address
the 'maha panchavat’ and left
the programme. The 11-day-
long protest on the highway
was called off on May 2 after
the state government assured
that the Rajasthan OBC Com-
missinn will conduct a survey
in view of the community's
quota demand.

The reservation demands
have to be fulfilled by the
Centre, but it will have to be
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routed through the state gov-
ernment, advocate Anubhav
Chandel, a Mali community
member who was present at
the event, said and added
that Chief Minister Gehlot
has written to the prime min-
ister over the issue.

Demands for quota have
also been raised by other
communities such as Jats,
Brahmins, Rajputs and SCs
and STs ahead of the assem-
bly polls in Rajasthan. Elec-
tions in the state are due at
the end of this year.

Senior Congress func-
tionaries and the chief min-
ister's son Vaibhay Gehiot,
who is the Rajasthan State
Cricket Association's presi-
dent, were also present at
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the 'maha panchayat' organ-
ised at the Vidhyadhar Nagar
stadium.

The 'maha panchayat'
passed a n-point resolution,
which stated that Mahatma
Jyvotiba Rao Phule and Savitd
Bai Phule should be hon-
oured with the Bharat Ratna,
and the Saini, Mali, Kushwa-
ha, Shakya, Maurya, Suman,
Vanmali, Bhoi Mali commu-
nity should be given 12 per
cent reservation on the basis
of their economic and social
baclwardness.

At least one ticket in each
district from a nationa! po-
litical party in the assembly
polls and one ticket for the
Lok Sabha elections should
be given to a member of the

1-? " :
Y e SN

t, raises quota demands

r . W

0\

community, it said. Other
demands includerd availabil-
ityofresources to conned the
extremely backward class so-
ciety with the mainstream
by releasing the figures of
the 2011 caste census,

Speaking on the occasion,
Maurya said in the 2018 Ra-
jasthan assembly polls, while
the BJP gave six tickels to
members of the Mali com-
munity, the Congress gave
four. "If we unite then the
number ¢an increase to 20
based on the community's
population,” the BIP leader
said. "I assure that 1 will
strongly present the 11-point
demand raised by the com-
munity at the Centre,”" he
said.

Former J-K CM Mehbooba Mufti
issued passport after three years

Srinagar:

PDP president and for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Mehbooba
Mufti has been issued a
regular passport with a va-
lidity of 10 years. after
more than three years of
legal battle.

Authorities had declined
to renew Mehbooba's pass-
port since 2019 cifing "ad-
verse” police report, after
which she moved the Del-
hi High Court. The high
court, in an order in March
this vear, stated that the
passport authority should
decide within three months
on issuing a fresh travel
document to her.

The former chief minis-
ter got her new passport
just davs ahead of a hear-
ing scheduled in the Jam-
mu and Kashmir High
Court this week on her

daughter's plea for a regu-
lar travel document for
herself.

In her plea in the Jam-
mu and Kashmir HC,
Mehbooba's daughter Tlti-
ja challenged the decision
of the passport office to
give her a country-specific
passport with alimited va-
lidity of two years to facil-
itate her higher education.
Itja had refused to ac-
cept the conditional travel
doeument and approached
the high court with a plea
for a regular passport for
all countries and with a
validity of 10 vears.

The new passport given
to Mehbooba, the last chief
minister of the erstwhile
Jammu and Kashmir state
before it was bifurcated in
2019, isvalid from June 1.
2023 to May 31, 2033.

After several rounds

back-aund-forth pleas in the
Delhi High Court, Justice
Pratibha M Singh had or-
dered in March this year
that the passport authori-
ty should decide within
three months on issuing a
fresh travel document to
Mehbooba.

"Considering that the
matter is remanded back to
the passport officer and
the initial rejection was
two vears ago, let the pass-
port officer concerned take
a decision expeditiously
and in any case within
three months," the judge
had noted in the order,

The court’s order had
come on a petition by
Mehbooba seeking a di-
rection to the passport au-
thorities to take an early
decision on her appeal re-
garding the issuance of a
new passport.

In her plea to the Delhi
High Court, the former
Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister said there was a
considerable delay in issu-
ing a new passport to her
despite reminders and that
no decision was being tak-
en on her appeal.

In February this year,
Mehbooba had sought the
intervention of External
Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar for the issnance of
the passport, saying she
had been waiting for it for
the past three yearsto take
her 8o-year-old mother on
a pilgrimage to Mecca.

In March 2021, Mehiboo-
ba and her mother Gul-
shan Ara were denied pass-
ports after the Jammu and
Kashmir Police had cited
an "adverse report”. Her
mother had been issued a
passport two months back.
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By Santosh Sharma

Instic wasteis choking
Pmu' seas and coasts,

threatening ecosys-
tems, livelihoods, and lives in
South-East Asia. Due to
Covid-1g, we are now fight-
ing a plastic pandemic of
new waste created from ‘new
norms’ of plastic consump-
tion such as the use ofsingle-
use plastics including per-
sonal protective equipment
(PPE).

Around the world, one
million plastic bottles are
purchased every minule,
while up to five trillion plas-
tic bags are used worldwide
every vear, In toinl, half of all
plastic produced is designed
for single-use purposes —
used just once and then
thrown away.

Plasties including mi-
croplastics are now ubiqui-
tous in our natural environ-
ment. They are becoming
part of the Earth's fossil
record and a marker of the
Anthropocene, our current
geological era. They have
even given their name to a
new marine microbial habi-
tat called the "plastisphere”.

We are seeing other wor-
rving trends, Since the 1970s,
the rate of plastic production
has grown fasterthan that of
any other materinl, Ifhistorie
growth trends continue,
global production of primary
plastic is forecasted toreach
1,100 million tonnes by
2050, We have also seen a
worrving shift towards sin-
gle~use plastic products,
items that are meant to be
thrown away after a single
shortuse.
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Beat plastic pollution need of the hour

Approximately 36 per cent
of all plastics produced are
used in packaging. including
single-use plastic products for
food and beverage containers,
approximately 85 per cent aof
which ends up in landfills or
as unregulated waste.

Additionally, soine o8 per
cent of single-use plastic prod-
ucts are produced from tossil
fuel, or "virgin" feedstock.
The level of greenhouse gas
emissions associated with the
production, use and disposal
of conventional fossil fuel-
based plastics is forecast to
grow o 19 per cent of the glob-
al carbon budget by 2040,

Of the seven billion tonnes
of plastic waste generated
globallyso far, lessthan 10 per
cent has been reeycled, Mil-
lions oftonnes of plastic waste
are lost to the environment, or
sometimes shipped thousands
of kilometres to destinations
where it is mostly burned or
dumped. The estimated an-
nual loss in the value of plas-
tic packaging waste during
sorting and processing alone
15 USS 80- 120 billion.

Cigarette butts — whose
filters contain tiny plastic
fibers — are the most conumon
bype of plastic waste found in
the environment. Food wrap-
pers, plastic bottles; plastic
bottle caps, plastic grocery
bags, plastic straws, and stir-
rers are the next most com-
mon items. Many of us use
these products every day.
without even thinking abouit
where they might end up.

Despite current efforts, it is
estimated that 75 to 199 mil-
lion tonnes of plastic is cur-
rently found in our oceans.
Unléss we change how we
produce, use and dispose of
plastic, the amount of plastic
wasie enfering aquatic ecosys-
tems could nearly triple [rom
¢-14 million tonnes peryear in
2016 to a projected 23-37
million tonnes per vear by
2040. How does it get there?
Aol of it comes from the
world's rivers, which serve as
direct conduits of trash into
lakes and the ocean.

The same properties that
make plastics so useful —

their durability and resist-
ance to degradation — also
make them nearly impossible
for nature o completely break
down.

Most plastic items never
fully disappear; they just break
down into smaller and small-
ar pieces. Those microplastics
can enter the human body
through inhalation and ab-
sorption and accumuilate in
organs. Microplastics have
been found in our lungs, liv-
ers, spleens and kidneys, A
study recently detected mi-
croplastics in the placentas of
newborn babies. The full ex-
tent of the impact of this on
human health is still un-
known. There is, however,
substantial evidence that plas-
ties-associated chemicals,
such as methyl mercury, plas-
ticisersand flame retardants,
can enter the body and are
linked 1o health concarns,

In countries with poor sol-
id waste management sys-
tems, plastic waste — espe-
cially single-use plastic bags —
can be found clogging sewers
and providing breeding
grounds for mosquitoes and
pests, and as a result, in-
creasing the transmission of
vector-borne diseases such
as malaria.

Governments are kevactors
in the plastics value chain
and there are several things
that they can do:

Firstly, they can eliminate
the plastic products we do
not need, through bans forex-
ample..

Governments can also pro-
mote innovation so the plas-
tics we need are designed and
brought into the economy in
a way that allows for their
rense.

Governments also need to
ensure we circulate plastic in
the economy for as long as
possible.

There are also has a num-
ber of actions that the plastic
industrycan take to aceelerate
this systematic change:

They can eliminate prob-
lematic or unnecessary plas-
tic packaging or products by
redesigning produds for en-
haneed sustainability and in-

novating their business mod-
elstomove from single useto
reusable plastic products.
They should provide reliable
and trangparent sustainabil-
ity information so consumers
can make informed purchas-
es. They can also increase the
use of recyeled content in new
productsin order to circulate
plastic in the economy.

There are many things that
youas an individual can do—
from asking the restiurants
vou visit to stop using plastic
straws, to bringing your own
coffee mug to work, to pres-
suringyourlocal authorities to
improve how they manage
vour city's waste, Take the
Clean Seas pledge and adopt
new habits to limit your plas-
tie footprint,

At about 34 lakh tonnes
generated in 2019-20, India
has a staggering annual vol-
ume of plastic waste, of which
only about 60% is recycled.
What is more, a recent study
of the top 100 global produc-
ers of polymers that culminate
in plastic waste found six of
them based in India.

It is unsurprising, there-
fore, that in spite of the stag-
gering problem, policymakers
have been treading on
eggshells. The international
view is changing, however,
and support for a UN Plastic
Treaty is growing; the major-
ity of G7 countries too are
supportive of cleaning up the
oceans through a charter in
the interests of human well-
being and environmental in-
teerity.

India’s policies on environ-
mental regulation are discor-
dant, lofty onvintent but feeble
on outcomes, and plastic
waste & no different. State
governments have felt no
campulsion to replace mu-
micipal contracts, where com-
panies are paid for haulage of
mixed waste, with terms that
require segregation and ac-
counting of materials,

Considerable amounts of
plastic waste cannot be recy-
cled because of lack of segre-
gation, leading to incineration,
while mixing newer types of
compiostable plastie will con-

found the problem. Patchy
regulation has led to prohib-
ited plastic moving across
State borders. Now that the
Centre has adopted a broad
ban, further pollution must
end. Microplastic is already
found in the food chain, and
governments must act re-
sponsibly to stop the scourge.

The global production of
plasties has risen almost 200
times m seven decades—the
average male life expectancy.
It was two million tonnes in
1950 and. in 2021, it had nisen
fo more than 300 mi. And
more than half of the total
plastics over this period was
produced and marketed only
since 2000. Bear in mind,
these figures are plastics in-
dustry submigsions. If one
were to include synthetie fi-
bres, thetotal plastic produc-
tion would be much higher.

Of the plasties produced so
far since 1950, almost two-
thirds ended up in the envi-
ronment, including in land-
fills, while only just over a
quarter is still in use, as per
one estimate, Reeycling, the
mosteffective plastic-pollution
solution, accounts for a mere
6-9% of Lhe plastics produced
so far.

The plastic pollution prob-
lem, though. is not merely
one of waste, but also one of a
massive carbon footprint—
production and disposal of
the material through inciner-
ation, the European Com-
mission estimates, emits close
to 400 million tonnes of car-
bon dioxide annually. For
perspective, the annual ener-
gv savings from recyeling all
global plastic wasteis pegged
atan equivalent of 3.5 hillion
barrels of oil per year. With
every vear of our plastic ad-
diction, the emission chal-
lenge will only worsen—the
production, use and disposal
of fossil-fuel-based plastics is
farecast to reach 19% of the
glohal carbon hudget by 2040.

What is behind our addic-
tion to plastcs? There are, of
course, many uses of the poly-
mer and there is hardly anv
sectorthat is untouched by it
But, our problem largely is one

of single-use plastics. Almaost
50% of the plastics used can
be clubbed under the head of
packaging material; globally,
the UNEP says, one million
plastic bottles are purchased
every minute while a whop-
ping five trillion plastic bags
are used every year. The use-
and-throw nature of many
classes of plastic products—
which never degrade and are
only capable of hecoming ever
smaller particles—explains
why beating plastic pollution
has been such an insur-
mountable challenge. And,
single-use plastics have a
rather heavy carbon footprint,
with 98% of these being pro-
duced from “virgin™ feedstock,
that is, from fossil faels and
nat plastics already produced.

Pictures/videos of giant
plasticislands in the oceans,
turtles and seal-pups choling
on six-pack yokes, and cattle
with plastic bags in thear ru-
men may stir us enough to ve-
hemently demand action
every now and then, but there
are even deadlier conse-
guences that we have become
aware of only lately. Micro and
nanoplastics, fragments that
the naked eye can’t see, have
now permeated almoest every
sphere of pur habitats, and ave
now part of the planet's fossil
record, marking the Anthro-
pocene, the age of humans.

Our agriculture is 4-23
times more likelier to be eon-
taminated by microplastics
than our oceans, Microplasties
are entering our body through
food, drinking water, through
the air we breathe, and even
our skin. Thev are being de-
tected in our lungs, livers and
other key argans. Suchis the
exposure that it is likely to be-
come congenital—a study
showed presence in the pla-
centa. The health effects are
vet unknown, but there is ev-
idence of chemicals linked to
plastics causing severe health
Concerns,

(The writer Is asentor jour-
nalist)
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host the 2023 Shang-

hai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) summit
scheduled on July 4 this
year, themed "Towards a
SECURE SCO' the
acronym implying Securi-
ty: Economy (and Trade);
Connectivity; Unity; Re-
spect (for Sovereignty and
Territorial Integrity); and
Environment,

Indja is gearing up to

Heretofore, India con-
cluded meetings of the
SCO Defence and Foreign
Ministers where dialogues
between the member
countries, especially the
Couneil of Foreign Minis-
ters of India-Pakistan,
made some highlights in
the mainstream media.

Recently the Ministry of
External Affairs an-
nounced that India will
now host the summit in a
virtial format and not in
person as planned before.
However. no reason, in
particular, was given for
the sudden change, but ac-
cording to the media re-
ports, the Indian govern-
mentdid not receive a final
confirmation on Pak—PM
Shehbaz Sharif's visit to

Delhi. Similarly, no confir-
mation from China was re-

cetved.

Asserting the fact that the
visit of the Pakistan For-
eign Minister to India was
heavily criticized in his
home country, Pak-PM may
have had second thoughts
about it. Moreover, India's
External Affairs Minister S,
Jaishankar's remarks on
terrarism targeting Pakistan
being a "promoter, justifier
and a spokesperson of a ter-
ror industry" witnessed a
face-off between the two
sides.

He stated, "Vietims of ter-
rorism do not sit together
with perpetrators of terror-
ism to discuss terrorism.
The victims of terrorism de-
fend themselves, counter
acts of terrorism, they call it
out, they delegitimize it,
and that is exactly what is
happening." Thus, he clear-
ly communicated that pro-
moting terrorism and com-
promising member nations’
sovereignty and territorial
integrity will not be tolerat-

ed.

The developments in the
geo-political sphere also
have an overbearing on the
region. The majority of the
Central Asian countries are
dependent on Russia for
theirimportand export re-
quirements, Both China
and Pakistan have an ongo-
ing territorial conflict with
India and utilize the SCO
meetings as a chance to en-
gage in bilateral talks on
projects such as CPEC that
violate India's sovereignty,
On the economic front.
western sanctions have
made it difficult for compa-

LTILATERAL AIMS

nies, especially Chinese
companies, to operate in
Russia, SCO,which has the
objective to resolve these
issues,; seems to be lagging
behind. and thus it has be-
come an utmost priority to
resolve conflicts between
the member states and
evade sanctions.,

The wrge to dominate the
organization by a few play-
ers becomes futile as deci-
sions within the organiza-
tion are exclusively based on
the principle af consensus,
Further, the member na-
tions are guided by the
'‘Shanghai Spriti' encapsu-
lating the principles of mu-
tual trust, equality, respect
for cultural diversity, and
the pursuit of joint devel-
opment.

However, it seems that
bilateral differences might
overshadow the outcomes of
the SCO meetings as even
before the Council of For-
eign Ministers meeting, dur-
ing bilateral talks between
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and Chinese FM
Qin Gang, differed over
their understanding of the
situation at the Line of Ac-
tual Control after the Chi-
nese MFA Qin said the sit-
uation was "stable".

Thus, it would be difficult
for India at the SCO to find
an appropriate space for di-
alogues and come o a mu-
tual understanding of the
various issues and conflicts
with China and Pakistan re-
spectively.

As the world has wit-
nessed, the Ukraine-Rus-
sia conflict has led to the
emergence of 4 new count-

er-block against Western
alliances or more specifi-
cally against NATO. Rus-
sia and China now some-
where share parallel inter-
ests in the international are-
na, as both harbour anti-
USA sentiments, especially
after the sanchons from the
West. With China's ever-
growing influence in the
SCO, it will now be difficult
for India to maintain the
Asian balance.

However, on the brighter
side, there are certain pos-
itives that India would like
to look at during the SCO
meetings.

India's vision of multilat-
eralism prioritizes coopera-
tion and mutual respect
while advanecing and pro-
tecting its core interests
through multilateral en-
gagement, as against Chi-
na's means to assert its su-
premacy through multilai-
eral forums. Thus, being a
host country will be a real-
time tester for India’s for-
eign policy, as diplomacy is
all about engagement, con-
versations and navigating
the areas of grev where
compromise may be possi-
ble.

India could perceive ils
membership in the SCO as
a means to increase en-
gagement with the Eurasian
region. The SCO strength-
ens New Delhi'’s positioning,
asa "Balancing Force"- part
of SCO. IBSA, BRICS. but
also Ouad, 12Uz, G-7 out-
reach, and others are a
grouping of those resisting
sanctions on Russia and like
India, they have independ-
ent foreign policy and pri-
orities their national inter-

est. The Central Asian coun-
iries look down upon raising
bilateral issues at the fo-
rum as it goes against the
'‘Shanghai Spirit'. As the
Chair, India is setting up
new pillars of cooperation
within the bloc such as
Startups and Innovation,
Traditional Medicine, Digi-
tal Inclugion, Youth Hm-
powerment and Shared
Buddhist Heritage.

SCO is now having more
traction than NATO in
Eurasia as there is a queue
from the Middle East/West
Asia and Gulf to join $CO,
This shows that it is growing
its relevance in the Western
part of Asia as well. To
counter this and to remain
pertinent, India has not only
strengthened strategic part-
nerships with Western
Countries but also with the
Middle East, Africa, and
South East Asia.

Thus, SCO members miust
de-hvphenate bilateral ten-
sions and focus on multi-
lateral progress for securing
the socio-economic re-
quirements and addressing
the security concerns
emerging from the region.

Furthermore, various ex-
perts see the Quad grouping
of Australia, India, Japan,
and the United States as a
counterweight to the SCO's
influence that Russia and
China seek to project, and
India’s membership in both
as an irreconcilable contra-
diction.

However, if the Quad is
India's diplomacy in the
Indo-Pacifie, the SCO ex-
emplifies its diplomacy in
the Eurasian region. It can

also be seen as an exerdse of
true multi-polarity. If the
500 is a bipelar China-Rus-
siaplatform, it offers sever-
al multi-polarities within ag
other members leverage
their fortes to get the best
deal for themselvies, The
forthcoming summit has
alsoinvited heads of sixin-
ternational and regional or-
ganizations- the UN,
ASEAN, (IS, CSTO, EAEU
and CICA- underseoring the
pivotal role of coordination,
conperation and commit-
ment "Towards a SECURE
SCO".

Hopefully, the bilateral
tensions shall not detract
from the attendance at the
SCO meeting or the lustze of
the Gzo summit two
months later. The dual pres-
idency of an expanding re-
gional group and an inter-
national prestige club with
someoverlapping member-
ship but different power
centres are an opportunity
for Delhi to demonstrate
that it has the goodwill and
clout to convene high-pro-
file international gatherings
despite geopolitical fault
lines at a time of global tur-
bulence.

(The writer 1s an An In-
dependent Delhi-based re-
searcher)
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR
OBSERVE YOURSELF

If you observe yourself more
often you will less often be
confused. Observing your-
self is mot a spiritual activ-
ity, it is an individual activ-
ity: When you observe vour-
self you will find that peo-
ple lie when they say vou
are unigue, you will find
that people butter up
when thev say you

are wonderful, you
will find that
peoplefool you g
when they ;
call vou 4
smart. £
When 4
Yy 0 u
ob-

People are not that bad as
we know and we are not
that good as we think, peo-
ple are not that great as
much you hear and we are
not that weak as much we
bear. Remind yourself what
yourstrengths are and al-
ways remember what
your weakness are.
Knowing your
strengths moves
you fast and
knowing your
weaknesses
keeps your

A attentive.

. Reverb

b your-
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§ e v e THEWISDOM TREE - BY SUVEEN KUMAR \ith the

yourself vou

will find there is nothing
special about you, but when
vou keep observing vourself
you will find there is noth-
ing ordinary about you. The
water is found in the
ground, not on the ground.
The reason we don't ob-
serve ourselves because we
find ourselves too ordinary
to know or too scary to
know. The people's opinion
miatter to you because you
don’t have a better opinion
for yoursell, the people put
any label on vou because
you are not sure about your
level, they define you he-
cause you see yourself only
through their eyes.

thoughts that bring you
close to peace. Peace is the
most suitable environment
for life to grow and for
wisdom to know. Observa-
tion is not examination, it is
rather a preparation for the
examination. Look, observe
and conelude, find pick and
include, mateh convince
and exelude,

Moral: Observation will
make vou see things
that you could never see
by seeing.

OP STORY

Dear Reader, If vou have
any news or you have any
suggestion regarding our
newspaper or you have anv
problem with any govern-
ment department, you may
contact us on 24 hour
helpline no- 0120-4225517,
4241284 for Delhi & Ghazi-
abad (9650481204), for
Noida (981899998g), Ad-
vertisement (0818799941),
Circulation (08586025450)

Readers are recom-
mended to make all nec-
essary enguiries and seek
appropriate advice be-
fore action on any adver-
tisement and content
published in this publica-
tion. The printer, pub-
lisher, editor and seller of
the Top Story do not
vouch for any claims.
The publication is being
sold on the condition and

understanding that in-

FOR
ADVERTISING IN

TOP

STORY
PLEASE

CONTACT:
9818799941

formation given in this
publication is merely for
reference and must not
be taken as having final
authority of or binding in
anyy We do not owe
any responsibility for
damage or loss to any
person, a purchase of this
production is not for the
result of any

on the ba

All disputes are subject
fo the exclusive jurisdie-
tion of court and forums
in Delhi/New Delhi only.



NATIONAL

i TOP STORY, Detwr, Monpay 05 June 2023

Central govt taking holistic approach

to revolutionise healthcare: Amit Shah

Kochi

he Centre hastaken
a holistic approach
to revolutionise
- healthcare by im-
plementing a series of ini-
tiatives including Ayushman
Bharat, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah said here on

Sunday.

Shah, who was in town to
tale part in the silver jubilee
celebrations of the Kochi-
based Amrita Hospital. also
inaugurated two research
centres under the institu-
tion,

Addressing the gathering,
Shah said Mata Amritanan-
damayi has made immense
contribution in creating ap-
preciation for India's rich,
spiritual culture and tradi-
tions.

"She has taught the art of
giving to the world. Even
after 50 years of serving niil-

= _

lions of people, her humili-
ty is striking. Amma's
ashram built 1.200 houses in
Gujarat after the 2001 earth-
quike. Those villages are lo-
cally called Amma's villages.
That is the gratitude of the
people forthe help provided
by herin their hour of need,”
he said.

Shah said in the last nine

Top Maoist leader
Sudarshan Kattam dies of
heart attack in Chhattisgarh

Raipur

Top Maoist leader Anand
alias Sudarshan Kattam,
who carried a cash reward
of Rs one crore on his head,
has died of a heartattack in
a forest area of Chhattis-
garh's Bastar region. police
said on Sunday.

Kattam, who was 69 years
old, died on May 31, Addi-
tional Director General of
Police (Naxal Operations)
Vivekananda confirmed.
"He was a politburo mem-
ber of the cenitral conumittee
of Manists. The government

had deelared a cash reward

of Rs 1 erore on his head,”
the police official said.

Maoists have released a
press release informing
about his death and more
information is being col-
lected about it, he added.

The press release issued
by Abhay, the spokesperson
of Maoists' central com-
mittee, said Kattam died
last Wednesday around
12,20 pm after suffering a
massive heart attack. He
was a patient of chronic
bronehitis, high blood pres-
sure and diabetes, the re-
lease said.

vears, the central govern-
ment has taken a holistic
approach to transform
healtheare with the launeh of
initiatives like the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, Poshan
Mission, Mission Indra
Dhannsh, Avushman Bharat
and Jal Jeevan Mission.
"In 2013-14, there were
387 medical colleges in In-

dia. compared to 648 to-
day. The number of MBBS
seats has gone up from
51,000 to 99,000, and PG
seats from 31,000 to 64,000
in the same period. Also,
the government has sanc-
tioned 22 new ATIMS to be
opened across the country,”
he added.

The hospital, run by Mata
Amritanandamayvi Math,
also announced Rs 65 crore
for charitable care.

The research centres are
being set up af the Amrita-
pur campus of Amrita Vish-
wa Vidyapeetham in Kol-
lam district and another one
adjacent to the Amrita Hos-
pitalin Kochi,

The two new centres are
intended to solve common
man's problems by inte-
grating high-quality research
domains and transiating
them into affordable prod-

uets for building sustain-
able and resilient commu-
nities, the hospital said ina
statement.

Apart from Shah, state
Health Minister Veena
George, Agriculture Minister
P Prasad, Congress MP from
Ernakulam Hibi Eden, May-
or M Anilkumar, Congress
MIAT,J Vinod, Swani Am-
ritaswarupananda Puri, the
Vice Chairman of Mata Am-
ritanandamayi Math; and
others participated.

Amrita Hospital in Kochi
was inaugurated on May 17,
1998 by former prime min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Over the last 35 vears, the
hospital has achieved nu-
merous milestones, spear-
headed innovations, and
embraced technological ad-
vancements, enabling the
provigion of high-quality
healtheare to all.

Oppn parties’' meet in Patna
likely to be postponed

New Delhi
Ameeting of opposition par-
ties, scheduled to be held in
Paina on June 12, is likely to
be postponed, sources said
on Sunday.

With Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi unavailable
for the meeting, there is a
view to hold the deliberations
at a later date in consultation
with the main opposition
party so that he could also
participate. Other members
of the nan-BJP grouping will
also be reached out, the
sources said. Gandhi is cur-
rently in the US.

Train accident: TN govt says passengers from
State safe; 6 remain to be directly contacted

Chennai

Direct contact is vet to bees-
tablished with only six per-
sons from the state vis-a-vis
the Odisha train accident,
the Tamil Nadu government
said on Sunday while over a
100 survivors arived here by
a special train from Bhadrak:

On his arrival here fl-
lawing a visit to Odisha along
with Transport Minister S8
Sivasankar to coordinate res-
cue activities, Youth Wel-
fare Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin said they did not find
any one from TN in any hos-
pital in the eastern state be-
ing treated for injuries. Ud-
hayanidhi and Sivasankar
visited hospitals, mortuary,
and a call centre as well set
up by Odisha for rescue ini-
Hatives. The Ministers held
discussions with Odisha
Chief Secretary Pradeep Ku-
mar Jena and senior officials.
Following his two-day visit to
Odisha, Udhayanidhi said
e passerger hailing from
Tamil Nadu was affected.
The state government, citing
official information received
50 far on the train accident,

said no person from Tamil
Nadu was killed or injured
warranting treatment.

As regards eight Tamil
Nadu people with whom
contact could not be estab-
lished, Udhavanidhi said au-
thorities have now traced
and spoken to two men —
Narakanigopi and A Ja-
gadeesan-- and they were
safe. Co-passengers have in-
formed railway police that six
others were also safe, he
said. However, "when we
speak directiy to the six oth-
ers also, we can come to a
conclusion that noone from
Tamil Nadu is affected,” the
Youth Welfare Minister said.

Following screening pro-
cedure for the over 100 pas-
sengers, medical examina-
tion was conducted for 36 of
them and one person has
been admitted as in-patient
at the Rajiv Gandhi Govern-
ment General Hospital here.

All others have been sent
home following examina-
tion. Some were treated for
minor injuries.

For several survivors of
the Odisha train accident
who arrived here on Sunday
inn a special train, the trauma
they endured s unlikely to
dissipate soon and it was
more than shock and disbe-
lief for them,

JD(U) leader and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-

mar has taken a lead in
speaking to several regional
satraps besides the Congress,
Aam Aadmi Party, and the
Left to forge unity among op-
position's ranks to take on
the BJP in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. He has held
separate meetings with lead-
ers of many parties, includ-
ing Gundhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge of the Congress, Del-
hi Chief Minister and AAP's
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal, West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC supremo
Mamata Banerjeeand NCP's
Sharad Pawar.

Balasore train crash: 260 currently

undergoing treatment in Odisha hospitals

Bhubaneswar
Altogether 260 people,
who were injured in the
triple train acecident in
Balasore, are currently
undergoing treatment in
various hospitals across
Odisha, while around goo
have been discharged so
far, health department of-
ficials said on Sunday.
Three Union ministers -
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Man-
sukh Mandaviya and
Dharmendra Pradhan -
visited the state-run SCB
Medical College and Hos-
pitalin Cuttack where 202
injured peaple have been
admitted, an official of
the health facility said.

"Across the state,
around goo patients, out
of 1,175 injured passen-
gers in the trainaccident,
have been discharged. A
total of 260 injured are
currently undergoing
treatment in different hos-
pitals, including private
ones, in Cuttack, Bala-
sare, Bhadrak, Soro and
Jajpur.

"All are stable except
one whose condition is
stated to be critical," an
official of the health de-
partment said. At least
202 peopleinjured in the
accident have been ad-
mitted to the SCB Medical
College and Hospital in
Cuttack, Dr Bhubananda
Maharana, the emergency
officer, said.

"So far 13 passengers
have been discharged,
while seven patients are in
the 1CU. The condition of
the remaining patients is
stable," he said. Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya, Railway Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw
and Education Minister

who hails from Odisha,
visited wards of the state-
run hospital and interact-
ed with the patients who
suffered injuries in the
accident, Maharana said,
adding that the ministers
spoke to the doctors to
enquire about the health
condition of the victims.

Mandaviya said that
doctors from three pre-
mier health facilities in
New Delhi - ATIMS, Lady
Hardinge Hospital and
RMIL Hospital- have
reached the state along
with modern equipment
and medicines for the
treatment of the injured
passengers.

Noting that over 100
patients need critical care,
he said, "We had a de-
tailed discussion, and a
working plan has also
been prepared.” Man-
daviya visited AIIMS
Bhubaneswar where the
bodies of those who died
in the train crash were
kept. He held a review
meeting with senior doc-
tors and officials of the
health facility in the state

capital.
He also visited the Cap-
ital Hospital in

Dharmendra Pradhan.

Bhubaneswar to know
about the condition of the
injured patients admitted
there. On their way to
Bhubaneswar, Vaishnaw
and Dharmendra also vis-
ited hospitals at Soro and
Bhadrak and enquired
about the treatment of the
injured persons admitted
to these facilities. At least
375 people were killed in
the triple train accident in
Balasore.

Three trains— Shali-
mar-Chennai Coroman-
del Express, Bengaluru-
Howrah super fast and a
goods train — were in-
volved in Friday's crash,
now being described as
one of India’s worst train
accidents.

The Coromandel Ex-
press crashed into a sta-
Honary goods train, de-
railing most of its coach-
es at 7 pm on June 2.

A few coaches of Coro-
mandel toppled over the
last few coaches of the
Bengaluru-Howrah Hx-
press which was passing
by at the same time.

Investigators are look-
ing into possible human
error, signal failure and
other possible causes be-
hind the three-train erash.

Threat of pandemics far from over, need to strengthen
health-based surveillance system, says Minister

Hyderabad

The threat of pandemics is
far from over and the cur-
rent need is to integrate sur-
veillance systems of coun-
tries under the "One Health"
framework and strengthen
it, Union Minister of State
for Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar said on Sunday,

"The COVID-19 pandem-
ic highlighted that partner-
ships are most fruitful only
when developed during
peacetime and not amidst an
ongoing pandemic, and that
we need to focus on ereating
resilient health systems, with
primary health as its cor-
nerstone," Pawar said in her
address at the third Gz2o
Health Working Group
meeting here.

G Kishan Reddy, Union
Minister of Tourism, § P
Singh Baghel, Union Minis-
ter of State for Health and
Family Welfare, and DrV K
Paul, Member (Health),
NITT Aayog, were present on
the occasion.

Pawar further stated that

the "partnership we share as
G20 members is vital and fa-
cilitates in building trust,
sharing knowledge, creat-
ing networks and working
together to achieve mean-
ingful impact and resulgs.”
Pawar also highlighted the
need for availability of safe.
effective and quality medical
countermeasures.

Stating that India's Gzo
presidency is working to-
wards building consensus
for an end-to-end global
medical countermeasure

ecosystem, following a net-
work of networks approach
and leveraging existing glob-
al and regional initiatives,
Pawar urged the leadership
of G20 countries to create an
interim platform which will
be guided by the Intergov-
ermmental Negotiating Bodv
(INB) process and wall feed
into the same,

"Pandemics may not wait
for the finalization of the
Pandemic Treaty and hence,
the time to act is now," she
stated.

Pawar also informed the
delegates of India's propos-
al of a global initiative on
digital health, s WHO-man-
aged vetwork to converge
ongoing initiatives in nse of
technology in the global
health arena.

She stated that this ini-
tiative can enable bridging
the digital divide amongst
nations and ensure that the
fruits of technology are
made available to every cit-
izen of the world.

Underscoring the contri-
bution of Indizn traditional
knowledge systems to
healtheare, G Kishan Reddy
stated that “Indian tradi-
tional knowledge system
propagated preventive and
holistic wellbeing for all”,
He highlighted the signifi-
cant impact of ayurveda and
yoga across the world. He
stated that “Indian civiliza-
tion and cultural heritage
have given us ayurveda or
the seience of lives which is
a five-thousand-year-old
medical practice. Similarly,

voga has emerged as one of
the most trusted practices to
boost both physical and
mental wellbeing.” High-
lighting the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
make India one of the new
hubs of medical value trav-
el, the Union tourism min-
ister said that India is home
to affordable, etficient and
reliable healthcare which
positions the country as a
go-to destination for medical
value travel,

Reddy stated that India
takes great pride in being a
reliable partner in the noble
vision of saving lives and
protecting livelthoods™ and
highlighted the country's
recognition as the “phar-
macy of the world”. He stat-
ed that Genome Valley in
Hyderabad alone con-
tributes close to 33 per cent
of the world's vaccine pro-
duction.

Reddy emphasized that
India is committed to
achieving universal health-
care for all by 2030. He con-

Unarmed ‘Secret Force’ Coming Up In MP’s Maoist-Hit Areas With Multiple Roles

B The process of recruitment has already been initiated as an experiment in one of these

three districts that are covered under the 'Security Related Expenditure (SRE)' scheme,

which funds focused operations against the rebels in 70 LWE-affected districts in 10 states.

By Praveen Dwivedi
Bhopal

Aimed to having a strong
grip over Maoist-hit districts
- Balaghat, Mandla, and Din~
dori, the Madhya Pradesh
government is in the process
of establishing an unarmed
force - the Vishesh Sahvog
Dasta (Special Support
Squad) - in the region.

The 'Dasta’ would bea non-
policing staff of local tribal
youths, who will be given
special training by the police
and will be tasked to keep
close watch on activities aof
suspects and to pass the in-
formation to the security
forces secretly through a
channel set up. The shructure
will be in the line of area
commander, zonal incharge
and a central command.

As per the officials, local
tribal youths will be given
most priority on the line of
Chhattisgarh's District Re-
serve Guard (DRG), but the
waorking pattern will be com-
pletely different. The fune-
tioning of the new group be
directly supervised by the
state police's Intelligence De-
partment.

The process of recruitment
has already been initiated as
an experiment in one of these
three districis that ave covered
under the 'Security Related
Expenditure (SRE) scheme,
which funds focused opera-
tions against the rebels in 70
LWE-affected distriets in 10
states.

In its classification list re-
leased inn 2021, the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs in-

cluded Balaghat distriet of
Madhya Pradesh amaong the
‘a5 Most Affected Districts'
across eight Indian states. In
addition, Mandla was identi-
fied as one among the 'Dis-
tricts of Concern' among eight
districts from six states.

According to IGP Intelli-
gence Anurag, the idea of the
"Vishesh Sahyog Dasta’ is to
connect the tribals living in
Maoist-hit areas into main-
stream of development. The
new system will also be
utilised for implementing
community policing, and the
youths will be encourage to
join police and security sery-
ices,

Anurag (who uses a single
name), a 2003 batch IPS of-
ficer, said with development
of road connectivity in dense

forests have strengthened the
grip of security forces a lot,
but still there is need to reach
tothe people who are highly
dominated by Maoists, He
said that Vishesh Sahiyog Das-
tawill be a nult-tasking unit.

"It would be non-policing
staff of local youths with
sound minds, who will be
creating impression among
people living in Maoist-af-
fected areas that they are be-
ing used by Left Wing Ex-
tremists (LWE) to excute
their plans on the direction of
the anti-national forces. After
getting recruited, they will
be given special training by
the police. It would a non-
armed secret force will be
functioning through a prop-
er set up channel,” the 1GP
told this reporter.

B Madhya Pradesh Home Minister Narottam Mishra claimed the activities of Maoists have
reduced as the security forces have successfully targetted their shelters and have eliminated
their top leaders in the past one and a half decade.

Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam Mishra
claimed the activities of
Maoists have reduced as the
security forces have success-
fully targetted their shelters
and have eliminated their
top leaders in the past one
and a half decade.

According to data from the
state Home Department, ato-
tal 11 dreaded Maoists were
eliminated by state Hawk
Force between 2008 to 2021.
The Hawk Foree, aspecialized
force deployed on anti-Maoist
duty, is drawn up mainly
from the state armed palice
and its personnel get an ad-
ditional hardship allowance
for serving in Maoist areas.

"Further, in the past one
and a half year, as many as
eight Maoists having reward

of more than Rs 1 crore were
killed by Hawk Force of MP
police. The more important is
have strong willpower to take
challenges and without any
compromise with anti-na-
tional people. Our moto is
very clear that no compro-
mise will done when it comes
to matter of the security of
people,” Mishra added.
However, Maoists still re-
mained a challenge in Mad-
hya Pradesh as they have de-
veloped strong grip in the
Balaghat, Dindori, and Mand-
la districts. A senior IPS offi-
cer posted with the state
Home Department, said the
LWE outfits are operating
with a single motto to create
unrest in the country.
"Despite the Maoists' dis-
appointment with the fail-

ure of their efforts to expand
and strengthen their cadresin
Madhya Pradesh, their sur-
viving operational capacities
cannat simply be disregard-
ed. Rather, preemptive action
is necessary to thwart the
residual Maoist threat in the
state," the officer, who spoke
on condition of anonymity,
said.

"They (LWE) are being
funded by foreign countries
and they are brainwashing
tribals using various mathods
- social, economically and in
the name of religion. As th-
ease ouifits have been oper-
ating forlast several decades
and have achieved strong
domination among tribals,
they won't stop easily,” the of-
ficer told this reporter.

He claimied that many well-

meaning liberals fall prey to
the Maoist propaganda with-
out understanding the true
nature of their insurgency
doctrine which glorifies vio-
lence and believes in adopting
a militant line to capture
power.

"The majority of the civil-
ians killed are tribals, often
branded as 'police inform-
ers' before being brutally tor-
tured and killed. In fact, the
tribal and the economically
underprivileged sections,
whose cause the Maoists
claim to espouse, have been
the biggest victims of the so-
called ‘protracted peoples war'
of the CPI-Maoist against the
Indian state. Thisis all a con-
spiracy toweaken Indiaand to
create a hurdle in the path of
its growth," the official said.




Blacklist agency
that does not do
timely and quality
work: CM Yogi

Goralklipur;

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath inspected the
construection works of the
state’s first Ayush Universi-
ty being built at Pipri in
Bhathat on Sunday.

Expressing his displeas-
ure over the physical
progress of the work so far,
he warmed of fining and
blacklisting the construc-
tion agency in the event of
fatlure in improvement of its
functioning in order to com-
plete quality work on time.

On reaching the Ayush
University, the Chief Min-
ister inspected the layout
design and visited the cam-
pus and tock stock of the
construction done so far.
While inquiring about the
ongoing works regarding
academic block, hostel,
drainage efc., he said, "Any
lapse in timeliness and qual-
itvwould be unforgivable."

After meeting with the
vice chancellor of the Ayush
University. the Chief Min-
ister gave instructions to
the agency's staffand exec-
utive body to determine the
priority of the construction
projects and execute ac-
cordingly.

] TOP STORY, Deini, Monoay 05, June 2023

"Tiffin Pe Charcha' campaign: UP CM

interacts with party workers in Gorakhpur

Gorakhpur:

ttar Pradesh Chief
l I Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Sun-

day interacted with party
workers here as part of the
ruling BJP's 'Tiffin Pe
Charcha’ campaign in the
run-up to next year's par-
liamentary polls.

Ahead of the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections, the BJP
launched its then-prime
ministerial  candidate
Narendra Modi's famous
‘chai pe charcha’ sessions to
connect with voters after
Congress leader Mani
Shankar Aivar mocked
Modi's past as a tea seller.

The BJP registered a
landslide victory in the
elections and Modi was
sworn in as the country's
prime minister for the first
time on May 26, 2014.

The "Tiffin Pe Charcha'
campaign, which implies
"discusgsion over a meal”,
was launched to mark nine
years of the Narendra Modi
government at the Centre.

In a series of tweets in
Hindi, Adityanath said,
"On the occasion of the
completion of nine years of

the Modi government, a
tiffin' pe charcha' was or-
ganised with senior BJP
workers in Gorakhpur.”
"The meeling was ex-
tremely suceessful and pos-
itive. In this meeting, 328
workers took part. My good
wishes o them"
Adityanath added.
Addressing the meeting,
Aditvanath said under the

ter Narendra Modi, India
has built considerable clout
in the world.

"Today during any crisis,
the world looks up to India
and Prime Minister Modi
with hopes in their eyes "
he said lauding the PM for
his "visionary leadership
and continuous hard
work," he said,

Bhaderwah emerges as lavender capital of

Javed Mehrab
Bhaderwah:

Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) Seience
& Technology; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Atomic En-
ergy and Space Dr. Jitendra
Singh said it is a moment of
pride forall of us as Bhader-
wah has emerged as the
lavender capital of India and
agri start up destination.

CSIR- Indian Institute of
Integrative Medicine, Jam-
mu organised the event as
part of its 'One Week One
Lab Campaign’.

Dr Jitendra Singh de-
seribed Bhaderwah as the
birthplace of India's Purple
Revolution and the destina-
tion of Agri-StartUps.

The Minister said that the
vallev of Bhaderwah is the
best example of develop-
ment of the present pro-
gressive government at the
centre which should have
been celebrated much earli-
er, Bhaderwah being the hest
place for lavender cultivation
in terms of land and climate.

Dr. Jitendra Singh while
referring to the lavender cul-
tivation in the region, said
that Lavender is an avenue of
employment generation and
research opening many par-
adigms of development

The lavender cultivation
has changed the lives of
many farmers an it 1s heart-
ening to note that Prime
Minister of India, Shri
Narendra Modi, inthe goth
Edition of Manu ki Baat, ap-
preciated the efforts of the
Council of Scientific & In-
dustrial Research- Indian
Institute of Integrative Med-
icine (CSIR-IIIM) in sup-
porting farmers in the culti-

: i
vation of Lavender in the
Bhaderwah, Doda district,
J&K under CSIR-Aroma
Mission.

He said that farmers had
been engaged in traditional
maize cultvation for
decades, but some farmers
thought of doing something
different. "They turned to
Roriculture, that is, the cul-
tivation of flowers. Today,
around two and a half thou-
sand farmers are cultivat-
ing Lavender here, They
have also been handheld
through the Aroma Mission
of the Central Government,
This new cultivation has
greatly inereased the income
of the farmers.”

The CSIR-Aroma Mission
is a flagship project of CSIR
under which Lavender cul-
tivation is being promotedin
the temperate regions of
J&K. The aim of the project
is to increase the income of
small and marginal farmers
and develop agriculture-
based Startups. The project
is being directly monitored
by Dr. Jitendra Singh,
Hon'ble Union Minister of

=5 .

State (1C) of the Ministry of
Seience & Technology. Un-
der his directions, CSIR-
ITTM is implementing Laven-
der cultivation in Bhaderwah
and other parts of J&K.

It is important to men-
tion that over many decades
of scientific interventions,
the CSIR-IIIM has devel-
oped its elite variety (RRL-
12) and agrotechnology of
Lavender. The variety of
Lavender is highly suitable
for cultivation in the rainfed
temperate regions of India.
Under CSIR-Aroma Mission,
CSIR-IIIM  introduced
Lavender and provided more
than 30 Lakh free Lavender
plants to the farmers of dif-
ferent districts of J&K. The
end-to-end technology pack-
age for cultivation, process-
ing, valueaddition, and mar-
keting of the Lavender crop
were dlso provided to the
farmers. CSIR-IIM installed
fifty distillation units (45
fixed and five mobile) at dif-
ferent Jocations across J&K
to support farmers in pro-
cessing their produce.

Many small and margmal

Jitendra Singh

maize farmers in the tem-
perate regions of the Jammuy
division have successfully
adopfed Lavender. Laven-
der cultivation has employed
large numbers of farmers
and young entrepreneirs in
the geographically remote
regions of J&K. Due to the
intervention of CSIR-IIIM, a
newindustry around Laven-
der cultivation has devel-
oped in the region. More
than 2500 farmers are culti-
vating Lavender in differ-
ent parts of J&IC Women are
primarily employed in the
Lavender fields for haryest-
ing and processing the
flower, which has increased
women's income in the re-
gion. Many voung entrepre-
neurs have started small-
seale businesses through the
ralue addition of Lavender
oil, hydrosal, and flowers.
CSIR-1TIM eonducted many
skills development programs
and trained more than 2500
farmers and young entre-
prenewrs from J&K on
Lavender cultivation, pro-
cessing, value addition, and
marketing.

leadership of Prime Minis-

"Everyone knows what
was the situation before
2014, what was India's po-
sition on the global stage.
But after 2014, not only
the country. but the whole
world is alsp seeing what
positive changes have tak-
en place under the leader-
ship of PM Modi," he said.

Before zo14, extremism
in Kashmir, separatism in

the northeastern states and
Naxalism were at their
peak with around 12 to 15
states being affected.

"Today, due to the abro-
gation of Article 370, there
is an atmogphere of peace,
harmony and development
in Kashmir. In the pan-
chayat elections held there,
people participated in large
numbers and the BJP got
luge support. What was a
fantasy earlier is a reality
today," he said.

At present, there isa BJP
government in the north-
eastern states of Arunachal
Pradesh, Tripura, Manipur
and Assam, In Nagaland
and Meghalaya too, the
government is running
with the cooperation of the
BJP, Adityanath said.

Earlier, one had to take
permits to visit northeast-
ern states, he said. adding
that Naxal incidents have
been curbed in affected
states and the process of
development has pro-
gressed rapidly.

He said in the last nine
years, the respect given to
Indians in foreign coun-
tries has increased.

HP Guv stresses on
protected & balanced
development

Top Story News
Hamirpur

HP Governor Shiv Pratap
Shukla stressed the need
for protected and bal-
anced development in the
direction of environment
conservation. He said
that today India is emit-
ting the least carbon as
compared to the western
countries and their envi-
ronment was so unbal-
anced that it affected the
whole world.

The Governor was ad-
dressing as the Chief
Guest at the 'North Zone
Environment Workshop'
organized by Arogya
Bharti Himachal Pradesh
in association with Na-
tional Institute of Tech-
nology, Hamirpur at NIT,
today.

The Governor said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had said in the En-
vironment Summit, “en-
vironmental protection is
our commitment and not
compilsion”, He said that
trees and plants have re-
ligious importance in our
culture and we worship
them. He said that he

has also reiterated his
commifment towards the
environment by planting
Tulsi saplings in the Raj
Bhavan. He added that
Himachal Pradesh has
good environmental con-
dition and we need to pre-
serve our green cover. He
said that for a healthy life
we have to adopt chemical
free agricultural practices
and go back to millets.

He said that today cli-
mate change has emerged
as 4 matter of global con-
cern which also directly af-
feets us. He said that due to
rapid urbanization, indus-
trialization, population
growth and uncontrolled
human activities in the
northern region, the envi-
ronmental balance was be-
ing affected in a big way. He
said that air pollution has
become the biggest con-
cern in this area. Industri-
al emigsjons, vehicular pol-
lution ete. were contribut-
ing factors to this problem,
he said. Toend this; he ad-
vocated strict regulations to
promate sustainable devel-
opment, adopt cleaner
technologies.

Health ATMs will be installed at all 5 CHCs with PICU: CM Yogi

Gorakhpur:
Strengthening the health
infrastructure in Uttar
Pradesh, Chief Minister
Yogi Aditvanath on Sun-
day inaugurated the new-
ly constructed Pediatric
Idtensive Care Udits
(PICU) at five Communi-
ty Health Centres (CHCs),
located at Bhathat, Sah-
janwa, Pali, Bansgaon and
Harnahi. On this occasion,
the Chief Minister also an-
nounced that hedlth ATMs
will be installed at all the
five CHCs with PICU. .

All these five PICUs
have been constructed by
Hindustan Urvarak &
Rasayan Limited (HURL)
with Corporate Environ-
ment Responsibility (CER)
funds.

Speakingat the inaugu-
ral ceremony held at
Bhathat CHC, Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath said,
“Starting a Pediatri¢ ICU
at five CHCs simultane-
ously is a big achievement.
PICU is the companion in
trouble. Now the commis-
sioner and CMO have been
directed to install Health
ATMs at these five CHCs.”

“With the Health ATM,
people will get the facility
of 60 types of medical tests
and through tele-consul-
tation thev will be able to
consult experts. doctors
from Goralhpur, Lucknow,
Delhi in hardly ten min-
utes”, he added.

CM Yogi added: “During
the Corona times, when
people were having breath-
ing problems, there was a
huge demand for ICU
beds, Barlier there were
not even a single ICU bed
in 26 distriets. Under the
guidance of PM Modi,
arrangements were made
for ten ICU beds in every

CM Ashok Gehlot to Launch Gas Cylinder Subsidy Yojana on Monday

Jaipur:

The state government is
providing gas cylinders just
for Rs 500 to 76 lakh con-
sumers under the Indira
Gandhi Gas Cylinder Sub-
sidy Scheme. Along with
the select families of the
Ujjwala Scheme, BPL fam-
ilies with gas connections
are eligible for this scheme.
This scheme has been im-
plemented in the state from
April 1, 2023 After regis-
tration, based on the trans-
action data from the gas
companies. a provision has
been made to automatical-
Iy deposit the difference
amount on a forinightly ba-
sis in the bank account
linked with Jan Aadhaar
of the consumer.

To provide relief from
inflation to the people of the
state Gehlot announced an
inflation relief package of
Rs 19,000 crore in the
budget 2023-24. The
Mehangai Rahat Camps are
heing organised across the
state from April 24 in which

guarantee cards are being
provided on registration in
10 public welfare schemes.
Around 1.43 erore families
in the state have registered
themselves in these camps.

Out of the customers el-
igible in this scheme, 22
lakh consumers had booked
the refill in the month of
April this year. Of these,
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot on Monday will di-

accounts of 14 consumers
who had registered them-
selves in the mehangai ra-
hat camps. As and when the
remaining consumers will
get themselves registered in
the rahat camps, the bene-
fit amount will be frans-
ferred.

It is to be mentioned that
the state government is
providing gas cvlinders just

rectly transfer the benefit in

sumers under the Indira
Gandhi Gas Cylinder Sub-
sidy Scheme. Along with
the select families of the
Ujjwala Scheme, BPL fam-
ilies with gas connections
are eligible for this scheme,
This scheme has been im-
plemented in the state from
April 1, 2023. Currently,
the benefit of this scheme is
being provided through

registration in  the
mehangai rahat camps. Till
now around, 48.63 lakh
families have registered
themselves in the scheme,

After registration, based
on the transacton data
from the gas companies, a
provision has been made to
automatically deposit the
difference amount on a
fortnightly basis in the
bank account linked with
Jan Aadhaar of the con-
sumer.

Chief Minister Shri
Ashok Gehlot to provide
relief from inflation to the
people of the state an-
nounced an inflation relief
package of Rs 19,000 trore
in the budget 2023-24.

Mehangai Rahat Camps
are being organised across
the state from April 24 in
which guarantee cards are
being provided on regis-
tration in 10 public wel-
fare schemes. Around 1.43
crore families in the state
have registered themselves
in these camps.

district and the health staff
were trained for it. Uttar
Pradesh was successful in
reducing the death toll to a
minimum while doing ex-
cellent corona manage-
ment.”

Talking about the painful
history of Uttar Pradesh
in terms of deaths caused
by encephalitis for four
decades, the Chief Minister
said, “Hvery year more
than 1500 children died
prematurely due to en-
cephalitis. Poor children
neither could get the re-
quired medicine nor treat-
ment. Even if someone es-
caped encephalitis, they
would face disability for
the rest of their lives.”

He further added that
now no child dies of en-
cephalitis and the disease
has been completely con-
trolled. This has been pos-
sible due to excellent sur-
veillance, deanliness, pure
drinking water, PHC, CHC,
district hospital, medical
college and excellent
arrangements for treat-
ment, he pointed out.

Thanking HURL for
PICU, Chief Minister Yogi

HP govt aims to reduce

Adityanath said, “Along
with compost production,
HURL is taking forward
its social commitments as
the process of setting up
Pediatric ICUs in 14 health
centers has been started.
The inauguration of two
PICUs at Jungle Kauria
and Chargaon was done a
few months ago. Five are
being inaugurated today.”

Informing about the
rapid development, the
Chief Migister said that
due to excellent connec-
tivity, areas like Bhathat,
Pipraich, Pipiganj would
become like Gorakhpurin
future.

He further informed
that earlier it used to take
one hour to reach Bhathat
from Gorakhnath temple
bt today he has arrived in
just 12 minutes,

Describing Bhathat as
the junction of Gorakhpur
and Maharajganj Chief
minister said, "People of
Shyamdeurwa and
Parataval will also get the
benefit of PICU. Fertilizer
factory, AIIMS was never
expected but today it has
hecome a reality. Super

specialty service is being
provided in BRD Medical
College. Excellent health
facilities are available in
rural areas.”

He assured to increase
the number of doctors and
other facilities at Bhathat
CHC.

Hindustan Urvarak &
Rasayan Limited from
Gorakhpur Unit's Corpo-
rate Environment Re-
sponsibility (CER) Fund is
construeting 14 PICUs in
the district in different
phases at a cost of more
than Rs 24 crore in Com-
munity Health Centers.

So far the constiuction
process of seven medical
units (Jungle Kauria,
Chargawan, Bhathat, Pali,
Sahjanwa. Bansgaon and
Harnahi) has been ¢om-
pleted.

CM Yogi inaugurated
two on March 6 itself. Five
were inaugurated on Sun-
day. The main ohjective of
this project is to reduce
the child mortality rate
through installation of the
latest equipment used in
pediatrics at the district
level.

dependency on loans: Sukhu
Special emphasis on resource mobilization

Top Story News
Shimla
Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
said here on Sunday that de-
spite inheriting a substantial
debt of Rs. 75,000 Crore
from the previous BJP gov-
ernment and facing finan-
vial restrictions on restoring
the old pension scheme
from the Union Govern-
ment, the state government
is actively focused on re-
source mobilization. He said
that the state government
has initiated several meas-
ures to generate additional
revenue for the state ex-
chequer. These include
seeking a larger share in
power projects of Central
PSUs that have recouped
their costs. The government
has ulso conducted auctions
for liquor vends. resulting in
an additional 40 percent
revenue for the state coffers,

Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
emphasized that the state
government is striving to
maintain the pace of devel-
opment despite the precar-
ious financial condition. The
state government is com-
mitted to enhancing the
state’s own resources and
ensuring that the lack of
funds does not hinder the
state's progress.

He said that the Union
Government has imposed a
ceiling on new proposals
for external assistance
through external aided
agencies from Himachal
Pradesh. This restriction
will be in place for three
years, from 2023-24 to
2025-26 and by the end of
the finandial vear 2025-26,
Himachal Pradesh will only
be eligible for approval of
proposals up to Rs. 2,944
erore from the Government

of India.

The Chief Minister said
that State Government's de-
cision to reinstate the old
pension scheme for the gov-
ernment employees has led
toa deduction of Rs. 1,779
erore from the borrowing
ceiling for the financial year
2022-23. Additionally, the
limit of open market bor-
rowing has been reduced
by around Rs. 5.500 Crore
as compared to the previous
vear. The state government
has obtained authorization
for borrowing Rs. 4,259
crore until December 2023,
and it is expected to receive
atthorization for around
Rs. 8,500 crore.

Despite these challenges,
Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
stated that, the state gov-
ernment is placing special
emphasis on respurce mo-
bilization.
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Far-left protesters
clash with German
police in Leipzig
after trial verdict

Berlin:

Far-left supporters of a
young woman given a
lengthy prison sentence
for participating in attacks
on neo-Nazis and other
extremists clashed with
police in the eastern Ger-
man city of Leipzig over
the weekend, leaving 50
officers and a number of
protesters injured.

Saturday's planned
demonstration among
backers of Lina E., whose
full name wasn't released
because of privacy rules,
was banned by the city of
Leipzig. Police said that
around 1,500 protesters
showed up despite the
han.

What started out as a
largely peaceful rally even-
tually led to clashes be-
tween profesters and po-
lice, in which some
demonstrators  threw
stones, bottles and fire-
worls as police attempted
to clear certain areas of the
citv. Leipzig police chief
Rene Demmler said Sun-
day that 50 officers and an
unknown number of pro-
testers were injured, ac-
cording to German news
agency dpa.

Authorities are now in-
vestigating individuals for
serious disturbance of the
peace and attacking police
officers. Around 30 people
were arrested, Demmler
said, and another 40 to 50
were detained and re-
leased by Sunday after-
noon.

German interior minis-
ter Nancy Faeser de-
nounced some protesters’
violent actions and wished
the injured officers a
speedy recovery in astate-
ment Sunday.

"Nothing justifies the
senseless violence of left-
wing extremist chaos and
rioters,” she said. "Anyvone
who throws stones, bottles
or incendiary devices at
police officers must be
held accountable.
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Biden's 2024 pitch highlights
pragmatism over Trump's pugilism

Washingfon:

resident Joe Biden
Pprrsmised voters in

2020 that he knew
how to get things done in
Waghington and could bring
stability to the capital. It
seemed like 2 message outof
step with the more combat-
ive era brought en by Don-
ald Trump.

But Biden prevailed, and
as he seeks a second term, he
is again trying fo frame the
race as a referendum on
competence and gover-
nance, pointing to the bi-
partisan debt limit and
budget legislation he signed
on Saturday as another ex-
emplar of the success of his
approach.

The agreement the Dem-
ocratic president negohiated
with House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy and other Re-
publicans averted the catas-
trophe of a US government
default — and forestalled
another threat until after
the 2024 election — while
largely protecting the do-
mestic agenda that formed
the backbone of what he
hopes will form his legacy.

His approach, favouring
pragmatism over Trumpian
pugilism, will be tested as

never before in the coming
campaign, with his approval
rating even among Democ~
rats low despite the results
he has delivered, in large
part because of concerns
about his age as the oldest
person to ever seek the pres-
idency.

"The results speak for
themselves," said Jeff Zients,
the 8o-vear-old Biden's chiel
af staff. "This level of support

shows that we got a biparti-
san deal that, most impor-
tantly, protects the presi-
dent's priorities. And now we
have a runway to execute on
the president’s priorities.”
Biden's allies say his strate-
gy reflects his broader view
of the presidency: tuning
out the daily chatter and fo-
cusing on making a pro-
longed impact.

"This was quintessential

Joe Biden." said longtime
Biden confidant and for-
mer Delaware Sen. Ted
Kaufman, "He really un-
derstands the institutions,
how they function, how
they interact, and what
their limitations are. It's
the incredible advantage
he has from having 36 years
in the Senate and eight
vears as vice president.”
That perceived advantage

— longevity — is also per-
haps Biden's steepest hill as
he seeks four more years.

Biden, aides said, devised
a strategy shortly after Re-
publicans took the House in
November and stuck by it
through the talks, despite
second-guessing  from
members of his own party.
He pressed the Republi-
cans to define their budget
priorities, then hammered
them in public for unpopu-
lar proposed cuts once they
did, to enter the negotia-
tions with the strongest
hand possible,

"He believes in the insti-
tutions of American gover-
nance. He's approached
this with an eve toward
making the presidency and
the Congress work and the

v they were designed to
work," said Mike Donilomn,
a senior adviser tothe pres-
ident.

As the talks progressed,
Biden stepped out of the
limelight to allow Republi-
can leaders to elaim a win
— necessary to sell it to
their caucus — and quietly
reassured Democrats that
they would grow to like the
deal the more they learned
about it.

Russian governor offers to meet
group holding soldiers captive

Moscow:

The governor of Russia's
Belgorod region said on
Sunday that he was willing
to meet a pro-Ukraine
group of Russian parti-
sans holding two Russian
soldiers captive, as he re-
ported a renewed flare-up
of fighting near the border.
The Freedom of Russia
Legion and the Russian
Volunteer Corps have
claimed responsibility for
a spate of cross-border at-
tacks inside Russian terri-
tory, including last week
when Moscow said two
civilians were killed during
fighting.

In a video on the Free-
dom of Russia's Telegram
channel, a man identifving
himselfl as the command-
er of the Russian Volun-
teer Corps said he would
hand over two soldiers
they were holding captive
inexchange for a meeting
with the governor. The
video showed the two cap-
tives, one of whom ap-
peared to be injured and
was laid out on an operat-
ing table.

"Today until 17:00 you
have the opportunity to
communicate without
weapons and take home
two Russian citizens, or-
dinary soldiers whomyou
and vour political leader-

ship sent to the slaugh-
ter,” read a joint state-
ment posted along with
the video. The governor
of Belgorod, Vyacheslav
Gladkov, appeared in a
video message three hours
later, in which he agreed to
meet the group if the sol-
diers were still alive.
"Most likely they (the
saboteurs) killed them, as
hard as it is for me to say.
But if they are alive, from
5-6 p.m - Shebekino
checkpoint. | guarantee
safety,” Gladkov said. He
added that fighting with a
group of "Ukrainian sabo-
teurs" was taking place in
the town of Novaya
Tavolzhanka, near the
Ukrainian border, with-
out providing any details.
Russia, which launched
a full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022,
says the two groups are
“terrarists” acting as prox-
ies for Kyiv. Ukraine has
denied direct involvement
in the attacks but has cast
them as a consequence of
Russia's invasion.
Gladkov said on Sunday
that Ukrainian forces con-
tinued to shell his region
overnight after two people
were killed the previous
evening and hundreds of
children were evacuated
away from the border.

'Pak women who attacked military installations to be jailed for 10 years'

Lahore:

The women supporters of
ousted Palastan premuer Tni-
ran Khan who have been ar-
rested in connection with ar-
son attacks on military in-
stallations will be jailed for
10 years for their "unpar-
donable erime", a senior of-
ficial has said.

Addressing the media
here on Saturday evening,
Prime Minisier's Special As-
sistant Attaullah Tarar told
reporters that a joint inves-
tigation team has been
formed to find out the mas-
termind of those attacks.,

"All those including

women involved in attacks
on military installations will
be handed down a severe
punishment.” he said.

"The wemen who at-
tacked the military installa-
tions on Mayv 9 will get a
punishment of 10 years as
their crime is unpardon-
able,” Tarar said.

Widespread wiolence
erupted in Pakistan after
Khan was arrested by para-
military personnel outside
the Islamabad High Court
on May 9. The 7o-year-old
Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf
(PT1) chief was later re-
leased on bail.

tions and government build-
ings, including the military

1

headquarters in Rawilpindi,
were damaged or torched in
the violence that ensned

from Khan's arrest. Over
100 vehicles of police and
other security agencies were
set on fire.

Law enforcement agen-
cies have arrested over
10,000 workers of Khan's
P party across Pakistan,
most of them from Pugjab.

Tarar slammed the im-
prisoned women from the
PTI for complaining about
the substandard food served
to them in jails.

"We can't provide them
tasty food in jail. These
women were on the fore-
front in attacking the state
installations," he said.

Tarar also said there
would be no talks with the
PTI 61l all culprits of the May
g violenee are punished.

A joint investigation team
has been formed tofind out
the mastermind of these at-
tacks, he said, adding that i
lias been established that
Khan was behind the un-
rest.

Several federal ministers
including Defernce Minister
Khawaja Asif and Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah
have said Khan is likely to be
tried under the military laws
for masterminding attacks
on the military installations.

Reacting to reports of
mistreatment of arrested
PTI women in jails, former
prime minister Khan tweet-
ed on Sunday: "PTI women
lhave been abducted and are
being mistreated in jails,
keptunder inhumane con-
ditions and subjected to se-
vere mental torfure when
none were involved in the
arson.” Khan said the party's
wormen supporters were hu-
miliated while protesting
peacefnlly to terrorise and
seare them from exercising
their fundamental right of
protest in the future and
also to depoliticise them.

FPIs investment hit 9-month
high at Rs 43,838 cr in May

New Delhi;
Toreign Portfolio Tnvestors
(FPIs) pumped in Rs 43,828
crore in Indian equities in
May, the highest level in
nine months, supported by
strong macroeconomic fun-
damentals, and reasonable
valuatons,

FPls continued the buying
stance in June too, and in-
vested Rs 6,490 crore in just
two trading sessions of the
month, data with the repos-
itories showed.

VK Vijayvakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said that inflow by FPIs will
continue in the current
month since the latest GDP
data and high-fraquency in-
dicators reflect a robust
economy gaining further
strength.

-According to the data,
FPIs invested a net sum of
Rs43.838 crore in the Indi-
an equities in the entire
month of May.

This is the highest level of
investment by FPIs in the
last nine months. Before
this, they putin a net sum of
Rs 51,004 crore in equities in
August 2022, data showed.

This came following a net
itfusion of Rs 11,630 crore in

equities in April and Rs
7,036 crore in March.

The March investment
was mainly driven by hulk
investment in the Adani
Group companies by US-
based GQG Partners. How-
ever, if one adjusts for the in-
vestments of GQG in Adani
Group, the net flowwas neg-
ative.

Moreover, in the firsttwo
months of the year, FPIs
had pulled out over Rs
34,000 crore,

Himanshu Srivastava, As-
sociate Director - Manager
Research at Morningstar In-
dia, said the latest net in-
flows are largely driven by
the strong domestic macro-
outlook, reasonable valua-
tion of the Indian equities,
and a good earning season
signifying better growth
prospects.

The sustained buying by
FPIs has lifted the NSE
benchmark index, Nifty,
during the period under re-
View.

Private sector investment set to witness

significant increase: CII President R Dinesh
— ,fl

New Delhi:

rivate seclor invest-
Pment is set to witness

a significant increase,
as capacity utilisation in sev-
eral key sectors has already
crossed 80 per cent and eco-
nomic gowth is estimated to
be 6.7 per cent in the current
finaneial year, newly elected
CII President R Dinesh said
on Sunday:,

He also exueded confidence
that the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) will maintain sta-
fus quo oninterest rate in the
next bi-monthly monetary
policy to be announced later
this week.

On why the government
unsuecessfully keeps on
nudging private companies
to increase investment, the
CII president said that the
period between 2016 to
2019, was not good for
growth and in 2020 there
was COVID,

"We have circumstances
beyond our control which
hampered demand ... We
did come out of the COVID
mueh faster," he said, adding
there are signs of improve-
ment

)

Citing the Cli's annnal
CEOs survey, hie said all sec-
tors have crossed 75 per cent
capacity utilisation and the
figure was 80 per cent in key
sectors like cement, steel,
chemicals and machinery.

"We are at the cusp of
where private sector capex
will see a significant increase
happening,” he said, adding
that as per the CMIE datain-
vestment commitment of Rs

25.7lakh crore was made last
year, as compared to Rs 14.3
lakh crore a vear ago.

Last vear in September, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman sought to know
from the industry what is
holding it back from invest-
ing in manufacturing, even
though foreign investors
show confidence in India.

Drawing a parallel be-
tween India Inc and the

mythological character,
'Hanuman', Nirmala
Sitharaman said the gov-
ernment is willing to en-
gage with the industrv and
take policy action.

On the guestion about
when the investments will
happen, he said: "L think
you will shortly get the an-
swer... Now we see that vis-
ibility." When asked about
the pressure points, Dinesh

said at the global level the
world economy itself is fac-
ing issues and at present no
other country in the world is
getting near to their nor-
mal growth rates,

"From the domestic side,
1 think the only big worry for
us is the El N effect on the
monsoon,” he said adding,
however, El Nitio does not
necessarily mean that there
will be a low rate of growth.

After a rare triple-dip La
Nina, there is a probability of
the warming of the equato-
rial Pacifiec Ocean in the
coming months, called the El
Nino phenomenon, that is
associated with higher glob-
al temperatures, and it is
likely to impact monsoon
in India.

La Nina réfers to the
phase of cooling of the sea-
surface temperatures than
normal.

Further, he said that the
continued focus of the gov-
ernment on increasing
spending to develop madern
infrastructure is a "big bless-
ing" in ensuring that the
economy grows and is also
building a virtuous cycle.

Govt holds preliminary talks with BALCO for withdrawing arbitration

Nesw Delhi:

The government is looking
tosell apart of its residual 49
per cent stake in Balco
through a public offer and is
engaging with the firm's pro-
moter Vedanta to withdraw
arbitiation and facilitate stock
exchanges listing of the com-
pany, DIPAM Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said.

The Ministry of Mines and
the Department of Invest-
ment and Public Asset Man-
agement (DIPAM) have held

‘preliminary  talks' with
Vedanta Lid -- the promoters
of erstwhile public sector com-
pany BALCO, he said. BALCO
has towithdraw a 2009 arbi-
tration case it filed against the
government over viluation
dispute of the residual stake.

"We have talked (with BAL-
€O promoters) at prelimi-
nary level. We will engage
with them in detail. If we
haveto do publiclisting, they
(Vedanta) will have to with-
draw the case. If they agree

ke 7 787

then we can move forward,”
Pandey gaid.

The government wants to
sell part of its 49 per cent stake

in BALCO in the initial pul-
lie offering (1PO) before even-
tually exiting the company. A
stock exchange listing would
give an idea on the fair valu-
ation of BALCO.

The government had in
2001 sbld 51 per cent stake in
the then state-owned Bharat
Aluminium Company Ltd
(BALCO) to Sterlite Industries
Lid, a subsidiary of Vedanta
Lid, for Rs 551 crore. The re-
maining 49 per cent is with
the government of India.

The deal had acall option in
the shareholder agreement
which allowed Stetite Indus-
tries to aeguire residual 49 per
cent stake from the govern-
ment by March 2004. When
Sterdite offered Bs LOGY crore
in 2004 for buying the resid-
ual stake, the governmentre-
jected itas a Comptroller and
Anditor Generdl (CAG) re-
poit had said that BALCO
valuation should be higher.

Following this, Anil Agar-
wal-led Vedanta Group initi-

ated arbitration against the
government in 2009,

The BALCO arbitration sto-
1y is the same as that of Hin-
dustan Zine (HZL) in which
Vedanta had initiated ‘arbi-
tration against the govern-
ment in 2009, but the
Supreme Court in Novem-
ber 2021 allowed the govern-
ment to proceed with open
market sale of its 29.5 per cent
in the zine company, instead
of selling the stake to the pro-
moters of the company.,

RBI interest rate
decision, global
trends to drive
markets this
week: Analysts

New Delhi:

The Reserve Bank of India's
interest rate decision, do-
mestic macroeconomic dala
and global trends will dic-
tate terms in the equity
markets this week, analysts
said.

Trading activity of For-
eign Portfolio Investors
(FPIg) will also influence
markets, they added.

"The Indian market will
be closely monitoring the
Reserve Bank of India's
Muonetary Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) meeting sched-
uled for June 6-8, 2023.
Aside from that, market
participants will be keeping
an eye on the progress of
monsoon,” said Pravesh
Gour, Senior Technical An-
alyst, Swastika Investmart
Lid.

Gour further said that
the movement of the rupee
against the dollar and erude
ol prices will remain in fo-
cus.

"These factors will be
closely monitored, as they
have the potential to influ-
ence market sentiment. Ad-
ditionally, macroeconomic
indicators will play a sig-
nificant role in shaping the
market mood in the near-
term,"” Gour said.,

Domestic  investors
would track the Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI)
datn for the services sector,
scheduled to be announced,
on Monday,

Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equities Research (Re-
tail), Kotak Securities Ltd,
said, domestic market par-
ticipants will keep an eye on
the upeoming Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) policy meet
and Mensoon progress,




10

TOP STORY, DecHl, Mowpay, 05 June, 2023

Looking forward to great
experience with Colombo
Strikers in Lanka Premier
League, says Babar Azam

A look at top performers who took Australia to final against India

New Delhi

he mighty Australians will be

playing their first-ever final of

the ICC Waorld Test

Championship at The Oval
from.June 7 onwards. where they will
lock horns against rivals India for the
prestigious golden championship
mace. Before the start of WI'C eyele
2019-21, the World  Test
Championship winner was determined
by a ranking system from 2003 to
2019. On April 1 every year, the Test
championship mace was given to the
top-ranked team alongwith cash prize.
Australia has emerged as the top-
ranked team on this cut- off date set
by ICC a total of eight times. India has
‘also won the Test mace five times, but
all these wins came before the
Championship was played in a league
format.

But the WTC started to be played in
a league format in late 2010s, with the
first WIC cycle held in 2019-2021.
India and New Zealand emerged astop
two sides under this new league format
and battled in the final in UK, which
NZ won. Under the league format,
Australia is plaving its first-ever final
of 1CC World Test Championship.
Australia’s journey towards the

'Ultimate Test' against India was one
filled with dominance and
determination reminding fans of the
Anstralian side of the 20005 when they
had a stronghold over every format of
the game. Here is the top performers
from this star-studded Australian
side. 1).Usman Khawaja

Sri Lanka
bounces back to
beat Afghanistan

in second ODI

Hambantota
Sri Lanka bounced back to beat
Afghanistan by 132 runs on Sunday
to square the three-match one-day
series.

It was Sri Lanka's biggest win
over Afghanistan in ODIs and
makes amends for its disappointing
performance in the first ODI on
Friday, which they lost by six wick-
ets.

Having set Afghanistan a stiff
324-run target, fast bowler Dush-
mantha Chameera dismissed the
dangerous Rahmanullah Gurbaz
cheaply for two runs to give his side
an early advantage. Although
Afghanistan put together two
strong parinerships after that, the
required run rate kept climbing
and the Afghans lost their way try-
ing to keep pace. Opening batsman
Tbrahim Zadran continued his good
form, posting 54 runs while captain
Hashmatullah Shahidi top scored
with 57 ruas, bul once Sri Lanka
dismissed the top order there was
not much resistance from the rest
of the batters.

From 146-2, Afghanistan col-
lapsed to be bowled out for 191 runs
in 42.1 overs, losing their last eight
wickets for just 45 runs. Spinners
Wanindu Hasaranga and Dhanan-
jaya de Silva shared six wickets be-
tween them to seal a comprehen-
sive win for the home side. Sri
Lanka's batting put on a show giv-
ing the team confidence ahéad of
the World Cup gualifiers in Zim-
babwe this month.

-Afghanistan have already quali-
fied for the World Cup and despite
the heavy defeat on Sunday, will
feel positive with star Rashid Khan
expected to feature in the final
game on Wednesday. The leg-spin-
ner was ruled out of the first two
with a back injury.

Half-centuries by Kusal Mendis
and Dimuth Karunaratne helped
Sri Lanka post its commanding to-
tal. While Mendis top $cored with
78 runs off 75 balls with seven
fours and one six, Karunaratne,
who was recalled for this series to
stabilize the batting, made 52 off 62
balls with seven fours. Opener
Pathum Nissanka contributed 43
runs while Sadeera Samarawick-
rama, featuring in an ODI for the
first time since 2019, made 44 off
46 balls. There was some big hitting
by the lower middle order with
captain Dasun Shanaka chipping in
with 23 runs while Wanindu
Hasatranga finished things off in
style with an anbeaten 29 off 12
balls with four fours and a six.

Dhananjaya de Silva was named
Man of the Mateh for his unbeaten
2g and three wickets.

This g6-year-old southpaw had a
vareer resurgance of sorts in 2022,
After staving out of the Test side for
tworyears, having played his last Test
in August 2019, Khawaja entered the
Australian set-up in 2022 asa manon
a mission, to make the absolute best
out of whatever number of Tests his

a A
body eould let him play. The batter
went on a rampage, scoring 1,608
runs at an average of 66.91in 16 Test
matehes. In 28 innings, Khawaja
seored six centuries and seven hiali-
centuries, with the best score of 195",
He is the second-highest scorer in
the WTC 202t-23 cycele, behind

"I have a tendency to put on my
left shoe first,” says Brett Lee

Svdney

Former Australian bowler Brett Lee
shared his opinion on superstition and
whether he believes in it. He said that
he has certain beliefs and it all started
when he scored afew wickets. He said,
"Sometimes, Thave the tendency to put
my left shoe on fivst, which has become
a routine for me, It all started when I
happened to score a few wickets after
doing so, and T didn't want to risk dis-
pleasing any higher powers or gods.”

He further spoke about his supersti-
tious beliefs and shared an incident. He
added, "Rather than being overly su-
perstitious, it has become a habitual
part of my pre-game routine. I re-
member one matel where 1 faced a
player named Neil Mackenzie from
South Africa, who was extremely su-
perstitions.”

"On one occasion, he went to bat in
a test match and scored a century, but
what made it peculiar was that all the
toilet seats were lifted up. As a result,
every time we had to bat afterwards, all
the toilet seats had to remain up. It was
a silly superstiion,” said Brett Lee. Ace
cricketers Brett Lee and Chris Gayle ap-
peared on a comedy-based reality show
and shared afew memories associated
with their sports careers.

Iii a hilarious conversation, Breft
Lee also shared if he faces confhicts at
home, like in India, concerming the TV

“—-—-.-_-_-. o
remote. As most men are keen on
watching ericket while women at home
are fond of enjoying their favourite TV
shows. Commenting on the same, he
said, "Everything is now accessible on
our phones. So, you'd find yourself
sitting there, and the kids absolutely
love the phone. They'll constantly be
pressing buttons. Personally. T don't
watch much ericket while Tam home.
I don't indulge in sports much be-
cause [ work extensively in the media,
particularly covering ericket, which is
a fantastic job. But when I'm home, 1
usually have musie playing in the back-
ground while the boys are engrossed in
their play.”
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England’'s Joe Root (1,915 runs).
2).Marnus Labuschagne

This 28-year-old was a rising star
and was considered as the heir
apparent to current Australian batting
great Steve Smith before the start of
the 2021-23 WTC cycle. Labuschagne
proved himself as a superstar for the

Team India
World Test

New Delhi

India will take on Australia in the final
of the ICC World Test Championship
at The Oval from June 7 onwards.
Ahead of the clash team India was seen
practising for the WTC final clash.
ANT covered the team practice today in
the Oval ground. In the photos, Rohit
and company are in practice mode as
they prepare for the finals.

Team India did the warmup pratice
at the Oval and also conducted fielding
drills where key players Kohli, Pujara
and Rahane participated. In view of
moisture content in the atmosphere of
England, wicket-keeper KS Bharath,
Cheteshnvar Pujara, Virat Kohli, Shub-
man Gill and Ajinkya Rahane did slip
fielding pratice as swinging conditions
are the primary elememt in England
grounds.

After the fielding drills and pratice
the Indianteam hit the nets for batting
practice. Rohit Sharma along with Vi-
rat Kohli, Shubman Gill, Cheteshwar
Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane, Ishan Kishan
and Umesh Yadav did batting pratice
on four different pitches, The Indian
team practised with Jaydev Unadkat
and a left-arm pacer as a pratice bowler
to prepare for Mitchell Stare. Ravindra
Jadseja also did fielding and batting
practice to prepare for the final.

Hazlewood out of WTC final, Neser joins Australia squad

London

‘Australian fast bowler Josh Hazlewood
was on Sunday ruled out of the World
Test Championship final after failing to
recover from the side strain he picked
up during his IPL stint, dealing a huge
blow to his side ahead of the marquee
mateh against India.

The WTC final is scheduled at the
Oval from June 7-11.

Pacer Michael Neser replaced Ha-
zlewood in the squad as the selectors
hoped that the latter will recover to be
fit for the Ashes series. "\Tosh was very,
very close to being given the green
light but we are cognisant that ourup-
coming schedule means this is not a
one-off Test matels for us,” Chair of Se-
lectors George Bailey was quoted as say-
ing in cricket.com.au.

Hazlewood had sustained the side
strain during his injury-marred stint
with Royal Challengers Bangalore
(RCB) in the recently-concluded TPL in
which he played onlv three games
without much suceess before flying
back home.

Hazlewood had retiirned to bowling
upon his return in Sydney, since scans
had shown no damage or injury. The
five-Test Ashes series in England will
start on June 16, and Hazlewood, who
has already missed a pleniy of Test
cricket action for Australia, will get
more time to be ready for the allim-
portant series.

"This (break) will give Josh an ideal

preparation leading into Edgbaston.
With six Test matehes in a little over
seven weeks we will need all of our fast
bowling assets." Bailey added.

Neser has been playing in the Coun-
ty Championship for Glamorzan this
season and has been in fine rhythm,
having taken 14 wickets in his last
three games which includes 7/32
against Yorkshire, He has plaved two
Tests for Australia and has got seven
wickets.

"Michael's County form has been
strong and knowing that he was going
to be close by allowed for him to keep
playing and for us to be able to call on
him. He is a great strength to have as
part of the fast bowling group,” the for-
mer Australian skipper said.

However, it is fast medium bowler
Scott Beland, who looks a more likely

first XI starterin Hazlewood's absence,
in conditions which suits seam-up, hit-
the-deck the type of deliveries. Coach
Andrew McDonald said while his side
is eager to win their maiden WTC title,
the tight tarnaround fo the five-Test
Ashes campaign remains a considera-
tion in managing their fast bowlers.

"Definitely consideration for (the
schedule) - we don't want to go too far
ahead,” MeDonald told reporters.

Even though Hazlewood is consid-
ered one of the pillars of three-man Aus-
tralia pace attack, the 32-vear-old has
not featured regularly in Test ericket,
playing only four of the last 19 mateh-
es'owing to a spate of injuries. "We have
got the WTC final to play, which we are
excited about, but on the back of that we
have to quickly furn our attention to
England and the Ashes.

future, scoring 1,509 runs in 19
matches at an average of 53.89. In 33
matches, he scored five centuries and
five fifties, with best score of 204. e
is the fourth-highest scorer in WTC
2021-23 cyele and even outscored
Smith. 3).Steve Smith

This veteran continued to live up to
his billing as the best Test batter of this
generation during the 2o21-23 WTC
cvele. In 19 matches, he scored 1,252
mns at an average of 50.08. In 30
matches, he scored three centuries and
six [ifHes, with best score of 200*, He
is the sixth-highest scorer in WTC
2021-23 cvitle. 4). Travis Head

The 2g-vear-old solidified himself as
a future staple in the Australian top
order during the WTC 2021-23 cycle,
In 17 matches, he scored 1,208 runs at
an average of 52.52 at a strike rate of
above 8o. In 26 innings, he scored
three centuries and six ffties, with best
score of 175. He also took seven
wickets with his usetul spin bowling.
5).Cameron Green

This 23-yvear-old lanky, blonde-
haired all-rounder from Western
Australia is a star for the future. In 16
matches, he scored 705 runs at an
average of 39.16. In 21 innings, he
scored one century and five fifties, with
best score of 114, He also took 23
wickets at an average of 29.17 and a
strike rate of 3.10. His best bowling
figures in the 2021-23 cyde is 5/27.
6).Nathan Lyon

The Australian spin great is the
leading wicket-taker in WTC 2oz1-23
cyele, In 19 Tests, Lyon took a

whooping 83 wickets at an average of
26.97 and an economy rate of 2.97,
with best bowling figures of 8/64.
7).Pat Cummins

The Australian skipper ended with
a tally of 53 wickets in 15 matches at
an average of 21.22 and an economy
rate of 2.68. he also has the best
bowling figures of 5/38. He ended as
the sixth-highest wicket-taker in the
WTC 2021-23 cycle. 8). Mitchell Stare

Sitting just next to Cummins in the
seventh spotis Mitchell Stare. The fery
pacer took a total of 51 wickets in 16
matches at an average of 27.27 and an
economy rate of 3.05. his best bowling
figures are 4/33 in this cycle. India and
Australia will lock horns in the WTC
Final from June 7 onwards.

India's squad for WTC final: Rohit
Sharma (Captain), Shubman Gill,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Viral Kohli,
Ajinkva Rahane, KS Bharat (wk),
Ravichandran Ashwin, Ravindra
Jadeja, Axar Patel, Shardul Thakur,
Mohd. Shami, Mohd. Siraj, Umesh
Yadav, Jaydev Unadkat, Ishan Kishan
(wk). Ruturaj Gaikwad, Mukesh
Kumar and Suryakumar Yadav have
been named as stand-by players for the
high-stakes match.

Australia squad: Pat Cummins (¢),
Scott Boland, Alex Carev (wk),
Cameron Green, Marcus Harris, Travis
Head, Josh Inglis (wk), Usman
Khawaja, Marnus Labuschagne,
Nathan Lyon, Todd Murphy, Michael
Neser, Steve Smith (ve), Mitchell
Stare, David WarmerStandby players:
Miteh Marsh, Matthew Renshaw.

practices ahead of ICC
Championship final

Mohammad Shami, Mohammed
Siraj), Umesh Yadav and Shardul
Thalar did bowling practice, Shami
looked was in invineible form knock-
ing down the wicket of Subhuman
Gill. After batting pratice, Ajinkya Ra-
hane did some closé slip catches prat-
ice to prepare forspinners in the finals.

India's squad for WTC final: Rohit
Sharma (Captain). Shubman Gill,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Virat Kehli, Ajinkva
Rahine, KS Bharat (wk), Ravichandran
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,
Shardul Thakur, Mchd. Shami, Mohd.

Siraj, Umesh Yadav, Jaydev Unadkat.
Ishan Kishan (wk). Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Mutkesh Kumar and Suryakumar Ya-
dav have been named as stand-by
players for the high-stakes match.

Australia squad: Pat Cummins (¢),
Scott Boland, Alex Carey (wk),
‘Cameron Green, Marcus Harris, Josh
Hazlewood, Travis Head, Josh Inglis
(wk). Usman Khawaja, Marnus
Labuschagne, Nathan Lyon. Mitch
Marsh, Todd Murphy, Matthew Ren-
shaw, Steve Smith (vc), Mitchell Stare,
David Warner.

Josh Tongue has genuine chance
of playing in Ashes: Eoin Morgan

London

Former England captain Eoin Morgan
has praised voung bowler Josh
Tongue who has earned his spot on
the Lord's Honours hoard with bril-
liant spell of 5/66 wickets against Ire-
land in a one-off test match. The 25-
vear-old bowler has also been added
to the squad for the first two match-
es of the Ashes series, which was an-
nounced on Saturday. In the match
against Ireland, Tongue made the
most of his late call-up to the Test side
to take a five-wicket haul to help
England wrap up Ireland's second in-
nings on Day 3, with the visitors set-
ting a target of just 11 runs.

Morgan believes that Tongue can be
a good addition fo the feam as in var-
ious stages of the game, "you require
different bowling options”, "As a cap-
tain, vou need to have cards up your
sleeve in order to play them at vari-
ous stages of the game," Morgan told
Sky Sports.

England has an eye on the much-
awaited Ashes Series, which will start
on June 16 after defeating Ireland,
while Australia will play against India
inthe ICCWorld Test Championship
final at the Oval in London on June
7 to. June 11. Focusing on the Ashes.
Morgan said. "One of the questions
that are hovering over this team at the

moment is when it does go flat, will it
turn, and if it doesn't, you need some-
body with a bit of pace or some pont
of difference.”

"He has a genuine chance of play-
ing in the Ashes if the injuries con-
tinue to come. The fact that he'sin the
squad gives him the opportunity to
continue to impress,” he concluded.
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India win two gold and one bronze in
Asian U-20 Athletics Champlonshlp

Yecheon

ast-rising Rezoana Mallick

Heena and Bharatpreet Singh

clinched a gold medal each in

women's goom race and
men's discus throw respectively to
launch India's campaign at the Asian
U-z0 Athletics Championship on an
emphatic note here on Sunday:

India ended the opening day at sec-
ond spot with two gold and one
bronze -- won by Antima Pal in
women'’s 5000m race - behind Japan
(3 gold, 1 silver, 1 bronze).

The 16-year-old Heena clocked
53.31 seconds to win the gold -- her
first international medal at the jun-
ior level. She clocked 53.51 seconds in
her heat in the morning session.

The athlete from Bengal had also
won a gold in the Asian U-18 Athlet-
ics Championships in Tashkent in
April with a ereditable personal best
time of 52.98 seconds.

Sri Lankan quartermilers Dis-
sanayaka Tharushi Dilsara (53.70s)
and Mudugamuwa Jayeshi Uththara
(55.518) clinched the silver and
bronze respectively,

Bharatpreet picked up the second
gold for India with a best throw of
55.66m, which he achieved in his

Rajiv Sethu,
Mathana Kumar
shine in National
Racing meet

Coimbatore

Rajiv Sethu, Mathana Kumar and
Vignesh Goud notched a double
apiece in their respective categories
as the Rolon Round of the MRF
MMSC FMSCI National Motoreycle
Racing Championship 2023 con-
cluded at the Kari Motor Speedway
here on Sunday.

Rajiv Sethu (RACR Castrol Power
1 Ultimate), determined to resurrect
a sagging career, swept the honours
in the premier Pro-Stock 301-400¢ce
Open category while Mathana Kumar
did much the same in the other top-
end class, the Pro-Stock 165¢cc Open.
Both had won Race-1 on Saturday
quite comfortably and it was a virtu-
al re-run in the second outing today.

Hyderabad's 19-year-old Vignesh
Goud (Race'ists Motorcyele Cluh)
was equally commanding in the
Novice (Stock 165¢¢) category as he
won both the races this weekend
while Puducherry's Lani Fernandez
(RACR Castral Power 1 Ultimate)
took the honours in the Girls (Stock
165¢e) class after starting from P5 on
the grid.

Sethu, 24, who moved from Hon-
da to Yamaha this season by joining
mutltiple champion Rajini Krishnan's
RACR Castrol Power 1 Ulimiite team,
immediately made his mark on debut
in the 301-400cc category by winning
both the races.

In fact, Sethu, who started from
pole position, had more than edough
straight-line pace as he again held off
Pune's upcoming teenager Sarthak
Chavan who joined Petronas TVS
Racing team this season, while Hy-
derabad’'s Rahil Pillarisetty (KTM
Gusto Racing) completed the podium
for a repeat of yesterday's Race-1.

"This double means a lot to me. I
won just one race last season (in the
Pro-Stock 165¢e Open category). And
now, 1 have started 2023 with two
wins! In a way, this weekend could be
a turning point in my career and [
hope L will enjoy more success going
forward,"” said Sethu who has had an
up-and-down career with forays atthe
Asian level fetching desired results.

In the Pro-Stock 165¢c Open race,
the Pacer Yamaha duo of Mathana
and Prabhu Arunagiri, who had fin-
ished in that order in vesterday's
Race-1, lovked poised for another 1-
2 finish. However, Arunagiri packed
up after nine of the 14 laps due to me-
chanical issue while Sarthak Cha-
van who was munning second, also re-
tired with ¢luteh problem in the 11th.
1t left Mathana all on his own in the
front as he finished a comfortable
winner ahead of Bengaluru youngster
Chiranth Vishwanath who did well to
hold off his Petronas TVS Racing
team-mate and the more experienced
KY Ahamed

Earlier, Vignesh Goud notched up
another fine win in the Novice (Stock
165¢¢) category for a double.

third attempt.

Savfullaev Dunyozod (55.58m) of
Uzbekistan and Mohammed Reza
Sisakth (55.54m) of Iran bagged the
silver and bronze respectively.

Antima clocked 17 minutes and
17.11 seconds to win the bronze in the
women's 5,000m race. Compatriot
Bushra Khan Gauri finished fifth
with a time of 18:15.98 seconds.

Japan's Nanaka Yonezawa and
Akari Matsumoto won the gold and
silver medals respectively with times

of 16:97.36 seconds and 16:42.21

seconds,

It was, however, a disappointing
day for pole vaulter Dev Kumar
Meena, who was competing with a
borrowed pole provided by the or-
ganisers, as he failed to clear the

Ravi Dahiya pulls out of Bishkek

UWW event due to knee

Bishkek

Olympic silver medallist wrestler
Ravi Dahiya pulled out of the Bishkek
Ranking Series event on Sunday due
to a knee strain while Mulaym Yadav
and Pankaj lost their bronze play-offs
as Indian men's freestyle team will re-
turn empty-handed from the tour-
nament.

Dahiva, who entered the 61kg conr-
petition, was up against Kvrgvzs-
tan's Taiyvrbek Zhumashbek Uulu in
the Qualification round. It was
Dahiya's first competition since fin-
ishing sixth at the World Champi-
onship in Belgrade in September
2022,

However, the 25-year-old wrestler
frorm Nahri did dot take the risk of ag-
gravating his injury and opted out.

"Ravi has recovered from his right
knee injury that he sustained in Jan-
uary this year but during the warm
up, he suffered a strain on the same
knee. Since Asian Games trials are
near, he decided to pull out of the
event as he did not want to risk ag-
gravating the injury,” said amember
of the Indian support staff.

In the same 61kg category, Pankaj
set up a quarterfinal ¢lash agamst U-
24 world champion Aman Sehrawat
with a confident 8-2 wmn over Gero-
gia's Giorgl Goniashvili.

It was Aman, winner of a bronze in
Zagreb Open i February this vear,
who was favourite to win this all-In-
dian clash but Pankaj emerged a
surprise winner with a comfortable 8-
1 margin.

Pankaj was quick with his counter-
attacking moves and it raitled Aman.

He could not make the final as he
lost the last-four clash 0-7 to Uulu
and later, Pankaj lost his bronze
medal bout 1-6 to Turkey's Emrah
Ormanoglu.

strain

In the 7okg event, Yadav comfort-
ably beat Kazakhstan's Doszhan Ase-
tov 9-4 in his qualification round and
followed that up with a confident 6-
2 win over Georgia's Davit Patsi-
nashvili. Yadav's defence stood out
during his quarterfinal bout.

He later lost his semifinal 1-710 lo-
cal favourite Orozobek Toktomam-
betov. In the bronze medal match
against Turkey's Servet Coskun, he
was trailing 1-6 but logged five
straight points to tie the score. How-
ever, he lost the match on criteria
since Coskun had a bigger throw to
show -- a four-pointer.

In 65kg, a category which Bajrang
Punia has made his own, Anuj Kumar
lost a close pre-quarterfinal 6-7 to
Azerbaijan's Ali Rahimzada.

India did not have entries in 57kg,
74ke, 7akg and gzkg competitions.

India won four medals in the tour-
nament. The women wrestlers won
three medals on Saturday while one
came through Greco Roman grappler
Manjeet.

Akash Mishra credits coach
trust in him for shaping his

New Delli
Young Indizan footballer Akash Mishra
has credited his head coach Igor Sti-
mac's trust in him for building his ca-
reer, gaying that even an average play-
erbecomes a great one because of con-
fidence shown in him and he keeps
pushing himself to improve, as per All
India Football Federation (AIFF). In the
last nine matches the Indian senior
men's team have plaved, Akash Mishra
has not been on the pitch for only 12
minutes. Such has been his rise over the
past few seasons that the 21-year-old
has become India's best option at lefi-
back. Head coach Tgor Stimac and his
trustin him has played a big role in his
ascent, according to Mishra.

"I hink itis a huge factor and very im-
portant for a player, especially a young-
ster like me, in his career when the
coach trusts him to get the job done.
‘And when that happens, even an aver-
age player becomes a great one because
that gives him confidence, and he keeps

¥

pushing himselfto improve every day.”
said Mishra as quoted by an AIFF
press velease. Born in Balrampur in Ut-
tar Pradesh, Mishra debuted as a 10-
vear-old for the Blue Tigers in March
2021 in a 1-1 draw against Oman in a
friendly. Heis still the youngest plaver
in the current camp in Bhubaneswar for
the Intercontinental Cup and the sub-
sequent SAFF Championship in Ben-
galuru, With what Mishra has achieved
at a young age, it is easy to get carried

initial height of 4.50m in three at-
tempts.

Due to technical reasons, the 18-
year-old Meena was not allowed to
take his pole with him in the Air In-
dia flight from New Delhi to Seoul.
The Athletics Federation of India
(AFT) had requested the organisers to
provide him the pole.

He had a personal best of 5.00m
and had won gold in the Federation
Cup National Senior Championships
last month by clearing 4.80m.

Seifeldin Mohammed Abdelsalam
of Qatar won the pole vault gold
with a best effort of 5.50m.

Vidhi finished fourth in the
women's shot put with a best throw
of 15.16m.

In the men's 8oom, both Shyam
Milan Bind and Shakeel advanced to
the medal round scheduled for Mon-
day. Bind clocked 1:52.65 seconds to
finish third in his heat, while Shakeel
ran 1:51.58 seconds to finish second
in his heat.

In the women's 100m, Abinaya
Rajarajan advanced to the final after
clocking 11.91 seconds in her heat.

India is being represented by 45
athletes, indluding 19 women, in the
June 4-7 championships.

Aditi shoots 68, sits second
in Americas Open on LPGA

Jerseyeity

Indian golfer Aditi Ashok stayed in con-
tention for the title as she carded 4-un-
der 68 on the third day of the Mizuho
Americas Open on the LPGA Tour
here. Despite a late bogey on a chilly
and cloudy day, the 25-year-old was
tied second behind the 20-vear-old
Rose Zhang. who is making her debut
as a pro at the Liberty National Golf
Cluby. For the third time this seagon and
for her third tournament in a row, Adi-
ti is within five of the lead entering the
final round. In the two previous in-
stances, she was tied second, losing in
play-off st the JM Eagle LA Champi-
onship and was tied fifth at the Cog-
nizant Founders Cup.

This year, Aditi has won once on the
Ladies European Tour, where she has
also besnsecond once and third on an-
other oceasion and leads the Order of
Merit.

After a bogey-free 67 on the first day,
she carded an even par 72 on the sec-
ond with two birdies agamst two bo-
geys. In the third round, she had five
birdies in the first 10 holes. The high-
light was a hole out from the bunker for
a birdie on Par-3 fourth hole. She
looked set for another 67 before a bo-
gev on Par-4 15th pulled her one back
to 4-under for the day. Aditi had 25
putis.

At g-under, Adiii is tied with Thai-
land's mcredible Atthaya Thitikal (68-
71-68) and American Chevenne Knight
(60-68-70). The leader Rose Zhang
‘shot 66 after 70-69 on the first two days
and is at 11-under.

Still seeking her first LPGA win,
Aditiis known for her short game. Now
she is reaping the benefits of working
on her long game ahead of her seventh
season on the LPGA.

"This golf course makes you think a
lot. If vou get the right angles and if you
play it smart, | think it's easier to not
drop shots. At least that's what T felt
whenT played the firstround, so that's
what I tried to stick to. T think three bo-
gevs so faris not too bad and hopeful-
ly T can keep that going," she said.

CM Dhami extends wishes to players, coaches
ahead of Special Olymplcs World Summer Games

Dehradun

Players and coaches who are going to
participate in the Special Olympics
World Summer Games called on Chief
Minister Pushkar Singly Dhami at the
Chief Minister's Camp Office on Sun-
day. The Chief Minister extended best
wishes to all the players and coaches for
the games to be held in Berlin, Germany
from June 17 to June 25, 2023, and
wished them a bright future.

Two futsal plavers and three coach-
es from Special Olympics Bharat Area
from Uttarakhand have been selected
for the Special Olympics World Sum-
mer Games to be held in Germany. On
June 12, these players will leave for Ger-
many. The names of the futsal players
who will leave for Germany are Hi-
manshu Bisht and Harslit Kumar,
volleyball coach Jagdish Chavhan, Up-
desh Upadhyay and futsal coach Ji-
tendra Kumar.

Earlier, ahead ofthe Special Olympics
World Games, Chandigarh MP Kirron
Kher met with Special Olympies Bharat
athletes who will be travelling for the
prestigious Games from Chandigarh,
The theatre, film and television actor in-
vited the athletes to the Smart City Of-
fice Sector 17 on Friday, where Kirron
Kher held a small ceremonyto offer her
best wishes to the special athletes from
the district.

An Athlete (Swimming) and a coach
('TT) will participate from Chandigarh
at the Special Olympics World Summer
Games in Berlin. Chandigarh MP Kir-
ron Kher also extended her best wish-
es to the entire Indian contingent who
will be competing at the Games. After-
wards, a Send-off ceremoniy was held at
the Bhavan Vidyalaya School for the
special athletes from the district in the
presence of Neelu Sarin, Area Director,
SO Bharat- Chandigarh.

Kirron Kher, she said, "T offer my best

[gor Stimac's
career

away, but he is well aware that there is
a long way to go in his career. And for
his career to be fruitful, his feet have to
be on the ground.

"1 feel proud to be a part of the na-
tional team at ayoungage. T hope that
my parents arid my coaches are proud
as well and happy to see me succeed.
But at the moment, the only thing on
my mind is to keep improving myself.
and because Tam young, T get to learn
alot fram the senior players on and off
the field. 1t is also important to know
how to carry yourself off the pitch as a
professional foothaller,” Mishra says.
"In the national camp, you have the best
plavers from every club in the country,
and each player has some qualities
which others do not. There are a lot of
aspects of the game T still have to
grasp, and if 1 keep learmning something
or the other from every player, it will
help me in my game. My sole focus right
now is improving myself in every frain-
g gession,” he adds.

wishes to the athlete and the coach who
are going from Chandigarh to Special
Olympies World Games, Berlin, 1 also
extend my best wishes t all the athletes
participating from India in the presti-
gious event”, as perthe official press re-
lease. Meanwhile, Bihar State Sports
Authority hosted a befitting Send-Off
ceremony for the Athletes and Coach-
es going for the Berlin Games from the
state. DG Sports - Ravindran Shankran,
IPS blessed and wished all the three par-
ticipants from the state, which melud-
ed an athlete, a unified partner and a
coach,

On June 4, with over 200 persons in
atiendance, the state will organize yet
another send off af the Patliputra Sports
Complex with Samir Kumar Mahaseth,
Member of Bihar Legislative Assembly
at the SCADA Business Centre. Special
Olympics World Summer Games 2023
will be from June 17 to June 25 in
Berlin, Germany. The event will wel-
come 7,000 Special Olympics athletes
and Unified partners from approxi-
mately 190 countries to compete in 26

‘sports. The athletes will he supported

by more than 3,000 coaches and

20,000 volunteers, 198 Athletes and
partners and 57 Coaches are gearing up
from India to participate in 16 Sports.

The Special Olympics World Games
affer the opportunity to unite the world
like no other event can. Here people
with and without disabilities, people of
different nations, cultures, political
views, and religions meet and can over-
come existing prejudices through the
power of sport. Ahead of the Special
Olympies World Games which are slat-
ed fo take place in Berlin, Germany, be-
tween June 17 and June 25, Kirron Kher
metwith Special Olympics Bharat ath-
letes who will be travelling for the
prestigions Games from Chandigarh.

The theatre, film and television actor
invited the athletes to the Smart City Of-
fice Sector 17 on Friday, where Kirron
Kher held a small ceremony to offer her
‘best wishes to the special athletes from
thedistrict. An Athlete (Swimming) and
a coach (TT) will pariicipate from
Chandigarh at the Speaial Olympics
‘World Summer Games in Berlin.

Kirron Kher also extended herbest to
the entire Indian contingent conmpeting
at the Games,

French Open night sessions
come under sustained fire

Paris
The French Open night session has
come under fire again this vear agal-
most exclusively men's matches have
been scheduled to take place under the
lights and some players have com-
plained about the late hours,

Since 2021, oneé match has been
plaved on the main Court Philippe
Chatrier in the evenings and broadcast
exclusively by Amazon's Prime Video in
France. Three out of the four Grand
Slamis -- the Australian Open, the
French Open and the U.S. Open - cur-
rently schedule night sessions with
raucous fans ensuring a carnival at-
mosphere, especiallyif a local player is
in action.

Wimbledon's Centre Court had a

etractable roof installed in 2009, al-
lowing play to confinue at the grass-
court major during ram and into the
night upuntila locallv-imposed curfew
of 11 p.m. BST. In the firsttwo vearsin
Paris, only one women's mateh gotthe
honours of a night session. This year,

one of the eight matches so far sched-
uled o start at 2030 lical ime has been
4 women's game.

The start was brought forward to
avoid plav finishing too late but, on Sat-
urday, Alexander Zverev played his
last point against Frances Tiafoe after
midnight. "When we play five sets, it
can go until two in the morning. That's
not so healthy for the plaver who wins
the match and then has to play again
the next day, like now," said the Ger-
man, who will take part in his third
night session on Monday when he
plays Grigor Dimitrov in the fourth
round.

"You need to get a massage, an ice
bath, talk to the press, go back to the ho-
teland vou don't fall asleep before 4 or
5 a.m. It's not good for your body."
Zverevis advocating for more women's
miatches to be scheduled for the late slot
as; with their matehes being plaved over
the best of three sets instead of best of
five for the men, they tend to play few-
er hours.
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Aditi Rao Hydari, Siddharth are

on Rajasthan vacay with Bina Kak

Urmila Matondkar
urges people to spread
love and not hatred

Mumbai

ctor Urmila Ma-
tondkar shared an
inspirational post
nher Instagram.
The '"Rangeela’ actor tookto
Instagram and dropped a
picture of herself. She wrote,
"Dance like no one is watch-
ing but more importantly
Love As Everyone Mat-
ters_.at the end of it love will
sail you through the chal-
lenges of life not hatred and
grudges”

Urmila looked gorgeous
as she wore an off-shoulder
black dress. She paired it
with matching heels, The
"Judaal' actor opted for soft
makeup look and lefi her
curly hair untied.

The actor's fans chimed in
the comment sectionas soon
as the picture was up-
loaded.A fan wrote, "My
favourite.”

Another commented, "Ur-
mila U R Looking Beauti-
ful.""Wondertul weekend

vibes. wwwoow....suph", a
social media user wrote.
Urmila married Mohsin
Akhtar Mir, a Kashmir-
based businessman in 2016
in a low-kev ceremony.
Urmila entered the filmin-
dustry as a child artist. She
first appeared in BR
Chopra's 'Karm', Marathi

film 'Zaakol' and Shekhar

Kapur's 'Masoom'. And years
later. as an adult, she estab-
lished
Rangeela actress in Bolly-
wood. Judaai, Satya and
Jungle are some of her mem-
orable films.

Like the other gos ac-
tresses, Urmila is set to de-
but on the OTT platform.
Helmed by Saurabh Varma.
the series Tiward'is said to be
a thriller, based on an emo-
Honal mother-daughter sto-
rv. In the poster, Urmila
could be seen with a rustic
look, with injury marks on
her body and white cloth
tied to her hand.

her name as a
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Mumbai

ctress Aditi Rao
Hydari, who was
recently seen in the
cond season of
the streaming show Taj', and
'Rang De Basanti' actor Sid-
dharth, who are rumoured to
be diting, are cuirently ona

vacation in Rajasthan.
Actress-turned-politician

Bina Kak
Aditi

and Siddharth
were seen together flying
. out of Mumbai on Friday.
blll' There have been speculations
around Aditi and Siddharth dat-
ing each other as they are often
spotted together. However,
they haven't confirmed or
denied the reports of
them dating.

took to
her Instagram recently and
dropped a few pictures with
Aditi and Siddharth.

Along with the pictures,
Bina wrote, "Happiest when
the children visit me at
home."

in the first photo, Aditi sat
on the stairs while Bina posed
near her, Adog was also seen
in the frame with them, In the
picture, Aditi wore a black
and white T-shirt, blue den-
ims and sneakers. Bina was
seen in an all-white outfit.

The second picture has
Aditi, Siddharth and Bina
posing for the camera.

Aditi and Siddharth were

seen together flying out of
Mumbai on Friday. There
have been speculations
around Aditi and Siddharth
dating each other as they are
often spotted together. How-
ever, they haven't confirmed
or denied the reports of them
dating,

The two actors met while
working on the Telugu film
'Maha Samudram' in 2021,
Adding fuel to dating
rumours that are
already rife all
over the tin-
sel  town
and social
media
plat-
forms,
Bolly-
wood ac-
tor Aditi

Rao Hy-
dari called
actor Sid-
dharth  her

'manicorn’ as she
recently wished him
on his birthday.

Aditi took to her Insta-
gram handle and posted a
cutesy video with the 'Rang
De Basanti' star and penned
an adorable birthday wish
for her 'magical’ birthday
boy, "Happy birthday mani-
corn. To happiness always!
movies, love, music;to always
having the strongest purest
heart, to magic.truckloads of
langhter and to never never
never growing up! Be magi-
cal, be you Happiest siddu
day”, wrote Aditi alongside
the video with a unicorn and
a red heart emoji as she
wished Siddharth on his
birthday,

Priyanka Chopra attends Beyonce's
concert with mother, takes daughter
Malti Marie for a walk in the day

London

ctor  Privanka

Chopra never fails

to update her fans

vith the her fun
time moments at-work and
personal life. She recently
shared some videos from Be-
yonce's concert in London.
She posted pictures and
videos giving a peak inside
the venue. She was seen en-
joying the concert with moth-
er Madhu Chopra. She cap-
tioned the video as, , "@bey-
once #JayZ thank vou for
the incredible experi-
ence... #renaisaanceworld-
tour  #besthusbandever
{@nickjonas.” Seemingly, it
was Priyanka’s husband-
singer Nick Jonas' gift for

her,
Priyanka’s mother was

seen cheering during Bey-

onee's performance. She also
dropped an advance birthday
wish for her mom and wrote,

“Happy almost birthday @ r-
madhualkhourichopra”

Madhu also hugged actor
Salma Hayek in another pic-
ture. Privanka said, "@salma-
hayek I love you"

In a picture, Madhu also
smiled and posed with Jay Z.
Along with the picture,
Privanka wrote, "Let's go
@drmadhuakhourichopra
#jaye" In the last story she
pusted Beyonee's piciure
from the congert. The picture
featured Beyonce smiling in
a golden and black autfit and
captioned it as "Queen for-
ever #beyonce."

Privankaand mother were
found in twinning outfits as
both of them opted for a
black dress.

Wlll make you proud
PB": Urvashi Rautela
begins prep for
Parveen Babi biopic

Mumbai

fter making head

turns with her

beautiful outfits

it the Cannes
20273 film festival and the
IFA 2023, actor Urvashi
Rautela has now begun the
preparations for her new
film, a biopic on the life of
late actor Parveen Babi.
Taking to Instagram, in the
early hours of Sunday, the
'Sanam Re' actor shared a
post which she captioned,
"Bollywood Failed
#ParveenBabi but 1 will
make you proud #PB ~ UR
Om Namah Shivay. Trust
the magic of new hegin-
nings." She shared a picture
of the summary of the up-
coming biopic.

Soon after she dropped
the post, her fans and
friends flooded the com-
ment $ection with red heart
emoticons and congratula-
tory messages.

"Thank vou for making
the movie about #Praveen
babi," a fan commented.

Another fan wrote, "vour
upcoming movie about
#PraveenBabi is destined to

"

become a blockbuster

Another fan comment-
ed, "First actress ever to
come in support of Parveen
Babi!"

Parveen Babi passed
away on January 20, 2005
in her flat in Mumbai.

She made her film de-
but with the filim 'Chari-
tra’ (1973), opposite erick-
eter Salim Durani, The film
did not do well on the box
office, but Parveen was no-
ticed and was snapped up
for several more films. Her
first major hit was 'Maj-
boor' (1974), opposite
Amitabh Bachchan. Along
with Zeenat Aman, Parveen
Babi helped change the im-
age of the Indian film hero-
ine. She was the first Bol-
lywood star to appear on
the front page of Time in
July 1976, Throughout her
career, she was considered
as a glamorous and fashion
icon. Meanwhile, Urvashi
has recently come up with
the web series 'Inspector
Avinash' opposite actor
Randeep Hooda. The show
is streaming on the OTT
platform JioCinema.

Richa Chadha drops pictures of her Cannes
look in pink dress gifted by Ali Fazal

Mumbai
few days after the
Cannes Film Fest-
val ended, actor
icha  Chadha
posted photos of her Cannes
red carpet look in a pink
dress that husband and actor
Ali Fazal gifted her.

Taking to Instagram, Richa
talked about the dress she
donned at the red carpet and
said it was a simple, different,
ereatively exciting Cannes
experience [or her.

"T got DMs from some of
you asking about my Cannes
red carpet look, voila! Wore
@zimmerman, @karish-
majoolry forthe premiere of

o0

Jessica Hausner's 'Club Zero',
arefreshingly neurotic film!
My directar Shuchi Talati of-
fered sartorial advice, helped
me out, then we walked to the
Palais together! A simple,
different, creatively exciting
Cannes experience for me!
Dress present from (@ali-
fazalg. PS : Did my own
HMU in g0 minutes! There's
a pearl detail clip too, come
on! Hehe. Thanks @anisha-
gandhig for being, plz tell
@rochelledsa to like me
back," she said in a post.
Richa looked gorgeous as
she wore an ankle-length
pale pink dress with white
embroidered details from

Zimmermann that matched
abelt.

She paired it with white
heels and matching earrings.
She opted for soft glam make-
up and left her hair untied
and straight. Soon after she
dropped the look, fans
swamped the comment sec-
Hon with red hearts and fire
emoticonsA fian wrote, "Ab-
solutely stunning as al-

ravs." Another commented,
"Finally someone elegant
wearing what one can actu-
ally decipher! Looking love-
Iyl."

"We (me & my husband)
saw you at the amazing Thai
restaurant at Cannes, we

were super shy and didn't
want to disturb you, @ali-
fazalo and others in your
group, so we didn't come up
for intros/selfies (we got a
thrashing for that from our
family) but we waved at you
guys and you guvs waved
back and smiled. it was such
a heartwarming gesture, it
made our day! Thank you so
much for being so human in
this crazy world!", a social
media userwrote.
Meanwhile, on the work
front, Richa will be seen in
Zee's "Nurse Marijot' and the
third instalment of the hit
comedy franchise, 'Fukrey

".}
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